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A BIBLE PROPHECY ADVENTURE

Teaching code - in “teacher notes”.

1. Underlining - designed to get class participation.
2. Bold items - messages to instructor.

3. All other copy - information designed to go directly to class.

Place lesson #12, with exhibits 1, 2 and Amazing Facts Folder “D”,
(Has holy Wedlock Become Unholy Deadlock?) at each student
location before session begins.

Warm Welcome, Opening Prayer



Lesson Eleven

SUNDAY OBSERVANCE
AND THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Material for distribution: Lesson 12, Exhibits 1, 2, and
Amazing Facts Folder D, “Has Holy Wedlock Become Unholy

Deadlock?”

Tonight you will be happy that you've come.
We will study some amazing things,
perhaps even startling to some.
One thing for sure,
we will learn some new and
very important facts this evening.

lHlustration

Pretend that you are a research scientist.
You have just discovered that smoking causes cancer.
Most all your friends smoke.
What will you do?
Tell them and risk loss of friendship?
Or let them continue and risk early death?

The principle is:
most people want to be informed.

Tonight's lesson will inform us on
a very important subject.

Our subject is: SUNDAY OBSERVANCE AND
THE BOOK OF REVELATION.
First, let's begin by looking
at each Sunday text
found in the New Testament.
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OFFERING APPEAL
Decision Question

Now, place “Xs” on your Quiz Envelope
in answer to the following questions.

1. Does what we've studied tonight make sense to you? Is it clear? If it
is, place an “X” on your envelope.

2. Place another “X” on your envelope in answer to the next question,
Tonight I've been impressed with some new ideas and I'm ready to
give it honest consideration. .

3. For those of you who are ready to say, “| believe what has been
presented tonight is truth, and | want to go on record by saying I'M
READING, HEARING, and want TO DO THE THINGS of this prophecy,

9;(151 receive the blessings that God has promised” — place the third

Talk up the next lesson.

Say: Although this lesson is very clear concerning the
Seventh-day Sabbath, I'm sure some of you are wondering
what God's word has to say about the first day of the
week.

In our next lesson we will look at each text in the new
testament that speaks of the first day. However, | have a
request. First, ask for God’s guidance, and pray that our
hearts will be open to the evidence of His word. We want to
see just what God has to say, isn’t that right?

Closing Prayer

1169

® A BIBLE PROPHECY ADVENTURE
JIREVELATIONROEMINARS
=
= SUNDAY
OBSERVANCE
AND THE

,  BOOK OF
" YREVELATION

"1l Mfualy

But, strangely, the day is not even mentioned. Stranger yet, though
the day is mentioned eight times in other books of the New
Testament, in no case is a command given to keep it holy. Since
millions of sincere and loving, Bible-believing Christians worship on
Sunday, why is the Bible curiously silent on this subject?

It would, however, be impossible to understand this important
prophecy unless the topic for today becomes crystal clear. So let
us examine the eight Scripture references in the New Testament,
which mention the first day of the week. Obviously, if there is a
command to keep Sunday holy we should find it in one of these
Bible passages.

EIGHT SUNDAY TEXTS

Ans: - | II}O

NOTE: In the Bible, Sunday is always called the first day of the
week.




2. LETS READ MARK 16:1,2 TOGETHER.

Does this text imply that Sunday is holy?
What are some points it does tell us?
Use blackhoard.

PoEp

Be sure answers include: Sunday is the day of resurrection:
Sunday is the first day; Sabbath (seventh day) is the day
hefore Sunday (first day).

3. Luke's agcount of Christ's resurrection morning.

4. WHO WILL READ THE NOTE UNDER #4?

AFTER QUESTION #4

If Jesus had changed the Sabbath,
doesn't it seem logical that
He would have told
His closest followers?
They knew nothing of a change.

9. Follow question.
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20. Are YOU willing to follow where Jesus leads? Though the road may
sometimes be difficult, it leads to the tree of life in the city of
God.

Ans:

“If you love me,
keep my commandments”

\ John 14:15. /
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CLASS APPEAL

Please answer by raising your hand. How many of you are ready for
me to pray that God will lead us into all truth by His Holy Spirit? If you
trust God's Word tonight and believe that He is with us as we study
His Word, raise your hand.

QUIZ QUESTIONS

(Choose one or more)

1. According to the Bible the Lord's Day is:

A. The 7th day

B. The 4th day

C. The 1st day A
2. What did Jesus institute in honor of His resurrection?

A. Sabbath sacredness

B. 1st day sacredness

C. The rite of baptism C
3. What law was nailed to the cross?

A. Health law

B. Ceremonial law

C. Moral law (Ten Commandments) B

4. Where did the concept of Sunday sacredness come from?

A. Tradition

B. Bible

C. None of the above : A
5. Why should this issue be considered important to me?

A. It's a Biblical issue

B. Because | love Him

C. | want to do what's right AB,C

Note: Re-emphasize that an upcoming lesson will make the
Sahbath’s importance very clear!

Ans: ﬂl

NOTE: This New Testament passage does tell us something
interesting, however. It tells us that Sunday is not the Sabbath.
It says that Sabbath is already passed when Sunday comes.

Ans: IUO

NOTE: The Book of Luke was written, by a Gentile Christian,
30 years after Christ’'s ascension but no change in the day of
worship is mentioned.

Ans: “The former treatise have | made . . . of_aLL_that
Jesus began bothto ~ DO and _TEACH

NOTE: This is a highly significant Scripture passage. Luke is
here saying that in his gospel he included information
regarding all that Jesus did and taught including any
COMMANDMENTS given to the disciples, Acts 1:2 (1590). But
the book of Luke only mentions the first day of the week one
time with no hint to keep it holy.

Ans: “for__ f€AQR ofthe JELJS .~  »

NOTE: The disciples could not have gathered to inaugurate a
new holy day in honor of the resurrection, because until Jesus
appeared in their midst they refused to believe He was raised,
Mark 16:14 (1485).




6. You may wish to read or have someone read #6 note.

7. Have someone read Acts 20:7-12

Read or explain in your own words
material in “B” portion of note.
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“Only baptism by
immersion represents
death, burial,
and resurrection”

Ans: Hebrews 5:9 (1761) “He became the HMHQR_
of eternal SB_‘J[HIIQN unto ALL them
that 0BLY Him”.

NOTE: Jesus, in Revelation, is stressing that salvation is
provided for the obedient and not for the disobedient. Matthew
7:21-23 (1407) makes it very clear that many active church
members will be shocked when they are shut out of Heaven for
disobedience in spite of the fact that they did many wonderful
things in the Lord’'s name.

NOTE: We serve whomever we obey, Romans 6:16 (1654). Will
we serve Jesus and worship on His holy day, or will we serve,
and thus worship, misguided men who were led by Satan to
replace God's holy day with a substitute? Jesus said very
plainly that if we love Him we will gladly keep His
commandments. This includes Sabbath-keeping, which is the
fourth commandment.




18. Let's review why Satan was
cast out of Heaven.
He would not be submissive to God's will.
Satan hated God's law then
and he hates God's law today. Why?
Because it TEACHES US to be submissive
to God's will.

As an example:
God could have said,
“Let Tuesday be the Sabbath.”
The point is
God has given us a day (the 7th)
and then He says,
“Will you be submissive enough to accept it?”

19. There's a 55 mph speed limit on our highways.
Let us suppose almost everyone disobeys it.
You speed and the patrolman stops you.
You tell him everyone disobeys the speed limit.

Does that remove you from the penalty?
Does that do away with the speed limit?

God has a law and He is waiting to see
if we will be submissive to His will.
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Ans: nNo

Ans: /UO

Veryon

ans: DO _IT_PRIVATELY, AT HOME. .

NOTE: The expression “BY HIM” means to do it privately in
your home. Many Bible translations so record it. For example,
one modern translation* says, “Each of you should at home lay
aside some money he makes and save it”. Paul was gathering
funds for the Jerusalem Christians who were suffering from
famine, Acts 11:27-30 (1612); Romans 15:26 (1667). So he
wrote ahead to the churches he would visit, asking that each
believer be putting money aside at home weekly so it would be
ready when he arrived. These Christians kept Sabbath holy and
usually balanced their accounts on Sunday so it was an ideal

time to plan their giving.
*New Testament in the language of today, by William F. Beck © '63 Used by permission.

God’s Law, like
His character,
never changes.




8. Follow comments in lesson on question #8.
9. AFTER QUESTION #9

Class, God used the Sabbath as a covenant with His people.
Let’s think about that.

A. HOW MANY PEOPLE MUST THERE BE TO FORM A COVENANT
OR CONTRACT?

Answer — At least two.

14B. CAN ONE OF THE PARTIES CHANGE THE CONTRACT?
Answer — No, all parties must agree.

C. CAN WE THEN CHANGE OUR COVENANT WITH GOD
WITHOUT HIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT?

Answer — Of course not!

10. Follow comments in lesson on guestion #10.
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[ NOTE: The Romans, who were ruling in Jesus’ day, gave D
our modern calendar. Only one change has been made. In
October of 1582, ten days were removed from the calendar.
However, the change did not affect the weekly cycle, because
the numbering on the calendar went from THURSDAY, the 4th,
to FRIDAY, the 15th. We add a day (the 29th of February) each
leap year, but this does not affect the weekly cycle, either. Not
all countries made this necessary calendar adjustment in
15682, but the same kind of change was eventually made
everywhere. Therefore, the seventh day on our calendar today
is the very same seventh day that Jesus kept.

NAILED TO THE CROSS

Ans: Those that were a “shadow of THHUG:S

to comg

NOTE: God gave His people different kinds of instruction,
through Moses. He gave them the MORAL LAW of the Ten
Commandments which defines man’s duty to his God and his
duty to his fellow beings. Such a Law is permanent by its very
nature. He gave them RITUAL or CEREMONIAL LAWS, which
regulated the sacrificial system that symbolized and
foreshadowed the coming sacrificial death and priestly ministry
of Christ, Hebrews 10:1 (1766). By this means he taught Israel
the Gospel, Hebrews 4:1-2 (1759), or the Plan of Salvation.
Through the sacrifices and the mediation of the Hebrew
priesthood they saw, foreshadowed, the coming Redeemer. By
their nature, it is evident that the ceremonial or ritual laws are
temporary — until the coming of the Jesus which they
foreshadowed. The annual or yearly sabbaths were a part of
this ritual system — each foreshadowing some aspect of Christ
and the Plan of Salvation. For example, the ritual Sabbath of
the Passover foreshadowed Christ's death, | Corinthians 5:7
(1674). All of these yearly Sabbaths came to an end at the
Cross.

VERY IMPORTANT: At this point, please review carefully the
special Seminar Exhibits #1, #2 and #4 which compare God
and His law: the Moral Law and the Ceremonial or Ritual Law,
and which outline the ten commandments in the New
Testament.

NOTE: See special Seminar Exhibit #3 entitled “The Churches
\ Comment” for answer to this question.

.6.



16. AFTER QUESTION #16
Explain the Exhibit on Moral Law and Ceremonial Law

This all seems very clear.
However, if some still say
the Ten Commandments have been put aside
then let us ask ourselves: :
If the Ten Commandments
are no longer binding,
is it then all right to
lie,
cheat,
steal,
commit adultery,
curse God,
and all else that was a part
of the Ten Commandments?

The answer is NO!

A thousand times NO!
God never sanctions sin!
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NOTE: Paul was on a farewell trip to the churches. Acts,\
chapters 20 and 21 (1629) mention at least five other churches
that Paul visited on this same farewell trip. When he told the
people he would not see them again, they wept much, Acts
20:37,38 (1630); 21:13,14 (1631). The meeting at Troas was a
special farewell meeting. That is why it lasted so long. Two
other points should be made:

a. The fact that they broke bread or celebrated communion at
this service does not indicate the day was holy, because the
Bible says they broke bread every day, Acts 2:46 (1594).

b. In the Bible, a 24-hour day is measured from even to even
which means from sundown to sundown, Leviticus 23:32 (202);
Mark 1:32 (1453). Also, the dark part of the day, or evening,
comes first in the Bible, and then comes the light part, Genesis
1:5 (1). This meeting was called for the dark part of Sunday (the
lights were on, Acts 20:8), which is what we now call Saturday
night. Some Bible translations put it that way. For example, the
New English Bible says, “On Saturday night”. By Bible
reckoning, when the sun goes down on Saturday night the dark
part of Sunday begins. So this special farewell meeting was
called for what we would now designate Saturday night. Thus it
could not possibly be an indication of Sunday sacredness,
because Sunday keepers do not begin their holy day until
midnight.

THE LORD’S DAY

Ans: Yes — he gave us _ﬂLL_of Gods COUMSEL .
NOTE: The book of Acts, in covering a period of twenty-three

years beginning with Jesus’ ascension, mentions the Sabbath
in eight different chapters, but never with any hint of a change.

[

Ans: “Whosoever. .. offend in ﬁﬂ_ﬂpoint... Is GUUJ_'I’of all”.

NOTE: God's law is like a ten-sided fortress. Only one side

k needs to be broken down to permit the enemy to enter. /
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11. This is perhaps the most used text in
support of Sunday observance.

Let us examine it in that context.

A DOES IT_SAY WHICH DAY IS THE LORD'S DAY? NO!
B. IS THERE ANY TEXT THAT IDENTIFIES SUNDAY
AS THE LORD'S DAY? NO!

C. SINCE THERE IS NO TEXT WHICH IDENTIFIES
SUNDAY AS THE LORD'S DAY, CAN IT RIGHTFULLY

BE CALLED THE LORD'S DAY? NO!

12. Follow comments in lesson on question #12.
13. Follow comments in lesson on guestion #13.
14. AFTER QUESTION #14

Christ’'s resurrection was an important event.

But there were other important events in Christ's life,
such as:
His birth
His baptism
His crucifixion
His ascension.

WOULD IT BE LOGICAL FOR JESUS TO CHANGE HIS

SABBATH AT EACH IMPORTANT EVENT IN HIS LIFE?
NO, and He didn’t!

15. Lead class through calendar and show how the weekly
cycle was never interrupted by the calendar change.

Authorities all agree, the weekly
cycle has never been interrupted.
The same 7th day on the
calendar in Jesus' day
iS our 7th day today.
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Ans: THE. SABBRTH
NOTE: People sometimes call Sunday, the Lord’s day. But the
Bible says the Sabbath is the Lord’s day.

MEMORIAL OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION

Ans: One of the six __ WJORKING  days.

Ans: From the tradition and commandments of /M &) .

NOTE: Misguided men have substituted another day of
worship for the Sabbath.

Ans: BHPT | Sm

Ans: NO

October 1582
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