Copyright 1983 Review & Herald Publishing Assn.
and Revelation Seminars, Box 66, Keene, Texas 76059.
Christian ethics dictate that this material not be copied without written permission.

RS-015

A BIBLE PROPHECY ADVENTURE

LESSON FIFTEEN
REVELATION PROCLAIMS GOD’S JUDGMENT

Teaching code - in “teacher notes”.
1. Underlining - designed to get class participation.
2. Bold items - messages to instructor.

3. All other copy - information designed to go directly to class.

Place Lesson #16, and Amazing Facts Folder “K” (Buried
and Forgotten by God) at each student location before
session begins.

Friendly Greeting and Opening Prayer
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Lesson Fifteen

REVELATION PROCLAIMS GOD’S JUDGMENT

Llesson #16 and Amazing Facts Folder K “Buried and
Forgotten by God” should be placed at each student location
hefore class time.

Most U.S. Citizens are eventually
called upon to serve jury duty.
The court system is very impressive and
great care is exercised to assure fairness.
As juror you take your
responsibility seriously.
However, when the verdict is rendered
there always remains some doubt.

It is different in God's judgment.
All evidence will be presented.
No testimony will be misleading.
There will be no doubt.

Each one of us will
come before that judgment.

Add all this together and
this lesson has my attention.

2. TELL ME YOUR FEELINGS NOW THAT YOU REALIZE
THE JUDGMENT IS UNDER WAY RIGHT NOW.

Encourage response
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Notes, Questions & Prayer Requests




QUIZ QUESTIONS
(True or False)

1. There are a few special people who will

not have to face the judgment. False
2. The Judgment began in Heaven in 1844

and will end at the conclusion of the

1,000 year period of Revelation 20. True
3. The Judgment begins with professing
Christians. True

4. God has promised to give favorable
decisions to those who love Him and

truly follow Him. True
5. There will never be a time that everybody
agrees that God is just False

OFFERING APPEAL
Decisions Questions

Please place an “X” now on your quiz envelope — in answer
to this statement:

1. | see clearly that everyone will be judged by God. Place an “X” if
you agree.

2. | see also that the Judgment is going on now. Place a
second “X".

3. Now place a third “X” — If you want to be one of those who love
Him and truly follow Him so that your name will be written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life, and you want to thank Him for giving you
eternal life, place the third “X” if that is your desire.

Talk up the next lesson.

Closing Prayer
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REVELATION
PROCLAIMS
GOD’S

JUDGMENT

The judgment is such a crucial part of God's great plan that some

_claim the Scriptures mention it 1000 times. Revelation says it most
loudly, however. May the Spirit impress as we study this vital
topic.

YOUR TRIAL BEFORE GOD

T T T

NOTE: The judgment began in 1844. Jesus then entered the
Most Holy Place of the sanctuary to begin the heavenly Day of
Atonement. Revelation 11:19 (1812) fits the same time penod
It also speaks of the judgment beglnnmg in heaven.

Ans: “_G_O_D____is judge, Himself”. “The Father . . . hath

\ committed all _ JUDGMEMT  unto the Son”

)




4. We can see that the Father and the Son
wish each of us would be saved.

IS THERE ANY WAY FOR THEM TO ASSURE OUR
SALVATION?
HOW?
WHY? Allow Discussion

9. WHY DOES THE JUDGMENT BEGIN WITH
THE HOUSE OF GOD?

Answer — God will save no one who does not
wish to be saved. Therefore it is fair
to assume that those making
no pretense of Christianity
do not wish to be saved.
Thus no need to judge them at this time.

7. What other yardstick or criteria could be used to
determine acceptability?
A. Perhaps Bible knowledge?
B. Beauty — how handsome?
C. How strong?

No — none of these . . .
God's criteria is loving obedience.

Remember Jesus said,
“If you love me keep my Commandments” (John 14:15).
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. What finally

| Ans: “SMKnee should BM A

GOD’S JUDGMENT IS FAIR AND FINAL

Ans: © TRUE  and GHIEOUS are thy judgments”.

elings about God
and that everyTDﬂMf.
_CONFESS  that JESUS Christ is LORD

NOTE: All who have ever lived face God at the close of the
1000 years. No one is putting on. No one is forced. It is finally
so clear that all in heaven and earth, including Satan and his
angels, bow to confess that Jesus is fully just and that every
person has received what he, himself, chose. The lost are
shown to be lost because they preferred the lifestyle of the evil
one. Heaven would be torture to them. It would be unfair to
include them.

And the righteous are shown to be like Jesus. Not even Satan
doubted Jesus'’ forgiveness, but the evil one doubted that God
could indeed restore men to His image. The redeemed stand
before him as proof it has happened. No question will ever be
raised again about the handling of the sin problem and the
character of God. They have all been answered.

Ans:




23-24 Friends, I'm really excited
about what God is doing.

Not only is He giving everyone a chance . . .
Jesus died for us,
The Holy Spirit stands ready to assist us,
All three members of the God Head love us.

| want my name written in God's Book of Life.
How about you?

CLASS APPEAL

Please raise your hand in response to my next question. | choose
tonight to have my name entered into His Book of Life. | know that the
judgment is going on now, and by God's grace | want to be among
those who inherit life everlasting. | desire Jesus to speak in my behalf
in Heaven.

Raise your hand if this is your desire. — Wonderfull
God knows your heart!

APPEAL PRAYER
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NOTE: Though God presides at the judgment, He has turned
over the leading role to His Son. How exciting to have our best
and truest friends as our judges.

4. What attitude do the Father and Son have toward us? { Timothy 2:3,4
(1742); John 16:27 (1580)

Ans: “Our Saviour . . . who will have RLL
men to be SQUED

“The_ $ATHER himself_ LOUETH you”.

THERE ARE THREE PHASES OF THE JUDGMENT. LET'S REVIEW
THEM CAREFULLY.

PHASE #1 — PRE-ADVENT JUDGMENT

5. Who will face God in the FIRST PHASE of the judgment that is now
taking place in heaven? | Peter 4:17 (1785)

Ans: “Judgment mustBEQUU at theHOUS£ of GOD

NOTE: The house of God is His church, | Timothy 3:15 (1743).
The judgment, now in progress, centers on those who CLAIM
to be Jesus’ servants. The wicked are not judged in the first
phase. This phase of the judgment will clearly reveal which
believers are false and which are true.

6. Who is the advocate or attorney for the righteous? | John 2:1 (1790);

Hebrews 9:24 (1766); 7:25 (1763)
CHRIST thg)&ﬂffﬂﬂﬁ

NOTE: It seems incredible but our judge is also our attorney!
Praise God! And the Bible is clear, Hebrews 2:17,18 (1758),
that He is merciful and faithful. What superb traits for our
attorney! He who gave His life for us now serves as attorney to
represent us in Heaven.

Ans: “We have an advocate . .. Jesus

7. What will be considered in the ludgmom? Eccloslastos 12:13,14
~ (1016)

ns: “God shall bring EMwork into judgment with every
SECRETthing whether it be GO0D or whether it be EUIL .

8. What will God use as His standard of moasuromant in the Iudgmont? i

" James 2:10-12 (1775) .
Ans: “They . . . shall be JUDGEDby thet_ﬂw_of liberty”.




9-11 Let's form a mental picture of
phase one of the judgment,
with a few questions.
A. What's happening on earth
during the judgment?
Answer — Nations are angry.

B. Who is the prosecuting attorney?
Answer — Satan

€. Who is defense attorney and judge?
Answer — Jesus

D. From what source will evidence be presented?
Answer — Great Record Books in Heaven

E. What will determine our destiny?
Answer — Whether we have accepted
and surrendered our lives to Jesus.

(If questions are raised concerning the dead standing before

God, ask them to wait until question #17 and it will be
answered.)
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/// told Daniel to seal his BOOK OF DANIEL until the TIME OF\w
THE END. The same being came to John with a prophecy
showing that the book would be open in the early 1840’s.
God's people were correct in their mathematical calculations,
but misunderstood the event of the prophecy.

God’s judgment
began in
Heaven,

not on

. earth.

21. What did the heavenly being say the church must do after the bitter
disappointment? Revelation 10:11 (1811)

Ans: “Thou must prophesy _Bﬁﬂuu__before I!IBIUR
EOP S , and nations, and _IQM&S_, and kings”.

NOTE: God told His people they must take the truth about this
prophecy to the entire world. Lesson 23, on the seven
trumpets, will clearly point out that the date for Revelation,
chapter 10, is the early 1840’s because it comes between the
sixth and seventh trumpets. The “time of the end, Daniel
12:4-9 (1320) specifically refers to the 1260 years (time/times
and a half) of Papal persecution (538 A.D. — 1798 A.D.). So the
book of Daniel was not to be opened until after 1798, WHICH
BEGINS THE TIME OF THE END.

22. In harmony with what the angel told John in Revelation 10, what must
God’s church be preaching today as part ol tlle “avorlastlng uospal”?
Revelation 14:6,7 (1815)

Ans: “Fear God . . . for the hour of HlsJ_UDEMH C()ﬁi

NOTE: The church does not have a right to preach anything it
wishes and call it the everlasting gospel. God mandates that
the church must include in the gospel the wonderful truth that
the judgment is now in session in heaven.

Note also, that the angel calls it the hour of HIS judgment. Men
must decide how they will relate to Satan’s accusations against
God, so the judgment actually, in a sense, includes a decision
about God. He has put Himself and His character on trial. The
churches’ work today is to let the world know the truth about

K the beautiful character of a loving God. /




21. Talk briefly about the 1844 disappointment

Let's talk about the effects of this disappointment.
There were three general classes involved
in the 1844 disappointment.

Virtually all were members of mainline churches;
Baptists,
Methodists,
Catholics,
Presbyterians,
etc.

There was no S.D.A. church at this time.

Here are the three groups:

1. Those that had studied God's Word for themselves, and had a
wonderful experience in Jesus.

2. Those who had listened but had a superficial relationship with
Jesus.

3. Those who listened and joined just in case Jesus WAS coming,
(fire escape religion).

Imagine what happened with the three groups!

Group 3 scattered quickly after October 22, and became
critical of those who had “embarrased” them.

Group 2 had a pseudo relationship with the movement
and returned to former congregations.

Group 1 had felt the presence of God
in their lives and in the movement.
They were sure of much of the prophecy.
They returned immediately to God's Word
for further light.

Revelation 10:11 became meaningful to them.

Class, can you see how the disappointment
sifted and purified a people that God could use?
It “separated the wheat from the chaft”
and tested their love for Jesus and His Word.
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"/ NOTE: The ten commandments are God's standard in th'e\\
judgment. Exhibit #1 for Lesson 11 points out that the law is
God’s character described in words.

‘“Angels keep records
of our lives”

GOD’S GREAT RECORD BOOKS

9. Where does God keep the record l;l my life? Revelation 20:12 (1823)

Ans: “The dead wereJUDGE[but of those THINBSwhich were
WRITTEN in the __BOOKS 2

NOTE: Though Revelation 20:12 refers to the third phase of
the judgment, the books will be testimony also for the first
phase of the judgment, Daniel 7:10 (1310). The records are
accurate and complete. They include even thoughts and
motives. The court is fair. | need not be there. The books will
speak for me. SEE EXHIBIT #1 FOR A DESCRIPTION OF THE
BOOKS.

10. Who presents the case against ds? Zechariah 3:1,2 (1378)
Ans: SATAN

NOTE: Satan, the old accuser of the brethren, Revelation
12:10 (1813), who disputed with Michael regarding the body of
Moses, Jude 9 (1798), and who made wild accusations against
Job [Job, chapters 1 and 2 (816)], is the enemy who accuses
us.

Ans: “And the ATIONS were AMGRY . .. and shouldst

K _ _DESTROY  them that destroy the £EARTH /
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12-13 WHAT IS A PRINCIPLE REASON FOR
PHASE ONE OF THE JUDGMENT?

TO VINDICATE THE CHARACTER OF GOD!

Reiterate the Great Controversy theme again and then state:

Satan charged God with being a tyrant,
that He was unfair, and much more.
The judgment will exonerate the

character of God
that all might see
His love and fairness.

14-16 What is a principle reason
for phase 2 of the judgment?

TO VINDICATE THE CHARACTER OF GOD!
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18.

20.

life, Revelation 13:8 (1814); 17:8 (1818). But in order to solve

the problem of rebellion and sin He patiently waits till men and
angels, both good and evil, see what He has long seen. The
truth about every being will be revealed in the judgment. It will
be too plain for any to debate, Isaiah 3:10,11 (1027).

ASSURANCE OF SALVATION NOW

Since | MUST yet face God in JUDGMENT, can | have ASSURANGCE of
salvation NOW? Daniel 7:22 (NIV); Isaiah 3:10 (1027)

Ans: “Pronounced judgment in favor of the saints”. (NIV)

“Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be W&Llwith HIM .

NOTE: God has promised to pronounce favorable sentence on
all people who love and truly follow Him. He calls them saints.
SEE EXHIBIT #3 FOR 20 BIBLE PROMISES OF
ASSURANCE.

Sins are forgiven when we confess them. When are they blotted out of
God’s records? Acts 3:19,20 (1595)

Ans: “Repent . . . that your SIUS may be BLOTIEDout
when . . . He shall send JES US Christ”.

NOTE: God will not accept a cover-up. All records of sins
remain on the books till the very end so all will have access to
the records at all times. Nothing will be swept under the rug.
God promised to restore His image in His people through the
ministry of His Son in the heavenly sanctuary. The records will
only demonstrate to all observers that God has worked the
miracles to make it so. His people have become like Him.

GOD’S PEOPLE TEACH PROPHECY

In the early 1840’s people all over the world began to study the
prophecies of the books of Daniel and Revelation, and
especially the 2300 year prophecy of Daniel 8 and 9 (1311).
They figured the date correctly (1844), but the event wrong.
They thought 1844 referred to the second coming of Jesus
instead of the commencement of the judgment.

When Jesus did not return, the disappointment was bitter. In
Revelation 10 (1810) God pictures this disappointment by
asking the prophet, John, to eat the book of Daniel which had
been closed but was now open (verse 8). It was sweet in his
mouth but bitter in his stomach, as was the disappointment
when Jesus did not return.

When we compare Revelation 10:1-3 (1810) and Revelation
1:13-15 (1801) with Daniel 10:5,6 (1315) we discover that
these passages refer to the same heavenly being. This being/
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19. Many earnest Christians ask:
“How can we have the assurance of salvation?”
WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER?

Now is a good time for the gospel presentation, Exhihit 3

LET US READ | JOHN 1:9 TOGETHER

20. WHEN WILL OUR SINS BE BLOTTED QUT?
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NOTE: True, indeed. The nations are angry. And with pollution,
trash and devastating weapons people are destroying the
eaﬂh

Ans: “l will confess his name before . . . His ﬂﬂlG_CL_S_”.

NOTE: God is omniscient but the angels are not. The present
judgment will permit them to completely examine all evidence
and be fully satisfied regarding God’s justice. God does not
announce the decision until the angels are clear that all people
have made up their minds about God and Satan. There will be
no more changing sides, Revelation 22:11,12 (1825). It is not a
decree but an announcement. All have made final choices.
More probationary time would change nothing.

PHASE #2 — JUDGMENT DURING THE 1000 YEARS

Ans: “And I’Las given unto them . . . and they lived

and _REIGNED  with Christ a THOUSA WD vears”.

NOTE: The wicked will be judged in heaven during the 1000
years of Revelation 20 (1822). This is the SECOND PHASE of
the judgment.

Ans: “The SAIMYTSshall judge the world . .. _ W& shall

judge angels”.

Ans:

NOTE: THIS judgment is for the benefit of the righteous. Many
will be lost whom the righteous thought Christians. Looking at
the records and asking questions will remove all doubt as to
God's fairness. It will be seen that those who are lost chose to
ignore God in spite of myriads of loving appeals from His)

throne.




17-18 At this time it would be well to explain the three
phases of the judgment and conclude hy saying:

You see God is:
Wise
Fair
Just
Merciful
All knowing

Friends, He is quite capable of
handling the judgment all by Himself.

But when this earthly conflict is over

God wants everyone to understand
His true character of love.

Then we will abhor sin and evil
and love Jesus and God the Father
with all our hearts.
As a result, sin will never rise again!
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ane: o, END OF 100DYEARS,.  \WICKED

OF 1000 YEARS
'HIRD PHASE of the |

NOTE: It takes place at the close of the 1000 years because
that is the only time in earth’s history when all who have ever
lived will be alive for a short time — either inside or outside the
Holy City, Revelation 20:11-15 (1823). This judgment
convinces the wicked, including Satan and his angels (who will
at this time have questions answered and will finally see), that
God is loving, kind, just and fair. God never pulls rank on his
enemies or orders them to be silent. He simply presents clear
cut evidence which is too plain to question. Those who think
that God will never punish or destroy people would do well to
consider the fact that God did, indeed, do so at the time of the
flood, and at the destruction of Sodom.

REVIEW CAREFULLY THE THREE PHASES OF THE
JUDGMENT (see Exhibit #2).

Ans: “Thy_ JUDGMEN TS are made MANJILEST .

NOTE: The redeemed in heaven clearly give the reason why
all consider God just and true: His judgments are made
manifest, or as the New English Bible says, “Thy just dealings
stand revealed”. God knew all along where every person stood.
He already, in fact, has the names of the saved in the book of/
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