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Lesson 1 Study Help 

January 1st, 2022 

 

The Desire of Ages page 211-213, Chapter 21 

Bethesda and the Sanhedrin 

 

   Bidding His hearers marvel not, Christ opened before them, in still wider view, the mystery of the future. "The hour 
cometh," He said, "in which all that are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done ill, unto the resurrection of judgment." John 5:28, 29, R. V.  
{DA 211.1}   

     This assurance of the future life was that for which Israel had so long waited, and which they had hoped to receive at 
the Messiah's advent. The only light that can lighten the gloom of the grave was shining upon them. But self-will is 
blind. Jesus had violated the traditions of the rabbis, and disregarded their authority, and they would not believe.  {DA 
211.2}   

     The time, the place, the occasion, the intensity of feeling that pervaded the assembly, all combined to make the words 
of Jesus before the Sanhedrin the more impressive. The highest religious authorities of the nation were seeking the life 
of Him who declared Himself the restorer of Israel. The Lord of the Sabbath was arraigned before an earthly tribunal to 
answer the charge of breaking the Sabbath law. When He so fearlessly declared His mission, His judges looked upon 
Him with astonishment and rage; but His words were unanswerable. They could not condemn Him. He denied the right 
of the priests and rabbis to question Him, or to interfere with His work. They were invested with no such authority. Their 
claims were based upon their own pride and arrogance. He refused to plead guilty of their charges, or to be catechized by 
them.  {DA 211.3}   

     Instead of apologizing for the act of which they complained, or explaining His purpose in doing it, Jesus turned upon 
the rulers, and the accused became the accuser. He rebuked them for the hardness of their hearts, and their ignorance of 
the Scriptures. He declared that they had rejected the word of God, inasmuch as they had rejected Him whom God had 
sent. "Ye search the Scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness 
of Me." John 5:39, R. V.  {DA 211.4}   

     In every page, whether history, or precept, or prophecy, the Old Testament Scriptures are irradiated with the glory of 
the Son of God. So far as it was of divine institution, the entire system of Judaism was a compacted prophecy of the 
gospel. To Christ "give all the prophets witness." Acts 10:43. From the promise given to Adam, down through the 
patriarchal line and the legal economy, heaven's glorious light made plain the footsteps of the Redeemer. Seers beheld 
the Star of Bethlehem, the Shiloh to come, as future things swept before them in mysterious procession. In every 
sacrifice Christ's death was shown. In every cloud of incense His righteousness ascended. By every jubilee trumpet His 
name was sounded. In the awful mystery of the holy of holies His glory dwelt.  {DA 211.5}   

     The Jews had the Scriptures in their possession, and supposed that in their mere outward knowledge of the word they 
had eternal life. But Jesus said, "Ye have not His word abiding in you." Having rejected Christ in His word, they rejected 
Him in person. "Ye will not come to Me," He said, "that ye might have life."  {DA 212.1}   

     The Jewish leaders had studied the teachings of the prophets concerning the kingdom of the Messiah; but they had 
done this, not with a sincere desire to know the truth, but with the purpose of finding evidence to sustain their ambitious 
hopes. When Christ came in a manner contrary to their expectations, they would not receive Him; and in order to justify 
themselves, they tried to prove Him a deceiver. When once they had set their feet in this path, it was easy for Satan to 
strengthen their opposition to Christ. The very words that should have been received as evidence of His divinity were 
interpreted against Him. Thus they turned the truth of God into a lie, and the more directly the Saviour spoke to them in 
His works of mercy, the more determined they were in resisting the light.  {DA 212.2}   

     Jesus said, "I receive not honor from men." It was not the influence of the Sanhedrin, it was not their sanction He 
desired. He could receive no honor from their approbation. He was invested with the honor and authority of Heaven. 
Had He desired it, angels would have come to do Him homage; the Father would again have testified to His divinity. But 
for their own sake, for the sake of the nation whose leaders they were, He desired the Jewish rulers to discern His 
character, and receive the blessings He came to bring them.  {DA 212.3}   

     "I am come in My Father's name, and ye receive Me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive." 
Jesus came by the authority of God, bearing His image, fulfilling His word, and seeking His glory; yet He was not 
accepted by the leaders in Israel; but when others should come, assuming the character of Christ, but actuated by their 
own will and seeking their own glory, they would be received. And why? Because he who is seeking his own glory 
appeals to the desire for self-exaltation in others. To such appeals the Jews could respond. They would receive the false 
teacher because he flattered their pride by sanctioning their cherished opinions and traditions. But the teaching of Christ 
did not coincide with their ideas. It was spiritual, and demanded the sacrifice of self; therefore they would not receive it. 
They were not acquainted with God, and to them His voice through Christ was the voice of a stranger.  {DA 212.4}   

     Is not the same thing repeated in our day? Are there not many, even religious leaders, who are hardening their hearts 
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against the Holy Spirit, making it impossible for them to recognize the voice of God? Are they not rejecting the word of 
God, that they may keep their own traditions?  {DA 213.1}   

     "Had ye believed Moses," said Jesus, "ye would have believed Me: for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe My words?" It was Christ who had spoken to Israel through Moses. If they had listened to 
the divine voice that spoke through their great leader, they would have recognized it in the teachings of Christ. Had they 
believed Moses, they would have believed Him of whom Moses wrote.  {DA 213.2}   

     Jesus knew that the priests and rabbis were determined to take His life; yet He clearly explained to them His unity 
with the Father, and His relation to the world. They saw that their opposition to Him was without excuse, yet their 
murderous hatred was not quenched. Fear seized them as they witnessed the convincing power that attended His 
ministry; but they resisted His appeals, and locked themselves in darkness.  {DA 213.3}   

     They had signally failed to subvert the authority of Jesus or to alienate the respect and attention of the people, many 
of whom were convicted by His words. The rulers themselves had felt deep condemnation as He had pressed their guilt 
home upon their consciences; yet this only made them the more bitter against Him. They were determined to take His 
life. They sent messengers all over the country to warn the people against Jesus as an impostor. Spies were sent to watch 
Him, and report what He said and did. The precious Saviour was now most surely standing under the shadow of the 
cross.  {DA 213.4}   
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Lesson 2 Study Help 

January 8th, 2022 

 

Last Day Events, pages 177-182. 

 

False Doctrines Draw Some Away  

     Science, so-called, and religion will be placed in opposition to each other because finite men do not comprehend the 
power and greatness of God. These words of Holy Writ were presented to me, "Of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them" [Acts 20:30]. This will surely be seen among the people of 
God.--Ev 593 (1890).  {LDE 176.3}   

When the shaking comes, by the introduction of false theories, these surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting 
sand. They slide into any position to suit the tenor of their feelings of bitterness.--TM 112 (1897).  {LDE 177.1}   

     Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils and will depart from the faith.--6T 401 (1900).  {LDE 177.2}   

     The enemy will bring in false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary. This is one of the points on 
which there will be a departing from the faith.--Ev 224 (1905).  {LDE 177.3}  

  

Rejection of the Testimonies Results in Apostasy  

     One thing is certain: Those Seventh-day Adventists who take their stand under Satan's banner will first give up their 
faith in the warnings and reproofs contained in the Testimonies of God's Spirit.--3SM 84 (1903).  {LDE 177.4}   

     The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. "Where there is no 
vision, the people perish" (Proverbs 29:18). Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways and through different 
agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's remnant people in the true testimony.--1SM 48 (1890).  {LDE 177.5}   

     The enemy has made his masterly efforts to unsettle the faith of our own people in the Testimonies. . . . This is just as 
Satan designed it should be, and those who have been preparing the way for the people to pay no heed to the warnings 
and reproofs of the Testimonies of the Spirit of God will see that a tide of errors of all kinds will spring into life.--3SM 
83 (1890).  {LDE 178.1}   

     It is Satan's plan to weaken the faith of God's people in the Testimonies. Next follows skepticism in regard to the vital 
points of our faith, the pillars of our position, then doubt as to the Holy Scriptures, and then the downward march to 
perdition. When the Testimonies, which were once believed, are doubted and given up, Satan knows the deceived ones 
will not stop at this; and he redoubles his efforts till he launches them into open rebellion, which becomes incurable and 
ends in destruction.--4T 211.  {LDE 178.2}  

  

Defections Among Church Leaders  

     Many a star that we have admired for its brilliance will then go out in darkness.--PK 188 (c. 1914).  {LDE 178.3}   

     Men whom He has greatly honored will, in the closing scenes of this earth's history, pattern after ancient Israel. . . . A 
departure from the great principles Christ has laid down in His teachings, a working out of human projects, using the 
Scriptures to justify a wrong course of action under the perverse working of Lucifer, will confirm men in 
misunderstanding, and the truth that they need to keep them from wrong practices will leak out of the soul like water 
from a leaky vessel.--13MR 379, 381 (1904).  {LDE 178.4}   

     Many will show that they are not one with Christ, that they are not dead to the world, that they may live with Him; 
and frequent will be the apostasies of men who have occupied responsible positions.--RH Sept. 11, 1888.  {LDE 179.1}  

  

Unsanctified Ministers Will Be Weeded Out  

     The great issue so near at hand [enforcement of Sunday laws] will weed out those whom God has not appointed and 
He will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.--3SM 385 (1886).  {LDE 179.2}   

     Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. 
. . .  {LDE 179.3}   

     Some will go out from among us who will bear the ark no longer. But these can not make walls to obstruct the truth; 
for it will go onward and upward to the end.--TM 409, 411 (1898).  {LDE 179.4}   

     Ministers and doctors may depart from the faith, as the Word declares they will, and as the messages that God has 
given His servant declare they will.--7MR 192 (1906).  {LDE 179.5}   
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The Church May Appear as About to Fall  

     The shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry leaves.--4T 89 (1876).  {LDE 180.1}   

     Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of rich wheat.--5T 81 
(1882).  {LDE 180.2}   

     Soon God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and 
true will prove to be base metal. . . .  {LDE 180.3}   

     When the religion of Christ is most held in contempt, when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the 
warmest and our courage and firmness the most unflinching. To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the 
majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few--this will be our test. At this time we must 
gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason.--5T 136 
(1882).  {LDE 180.4}   

     The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--
the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place.--2SM 380 
(1886).  {LDE 180.5}   

     As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been 
sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition.--GC 608 (1911).  
{LDE 180.6}   

 

God's Faithful Will Be Revealed  

     The Lord has faithful servants who in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to view. There are precious ones 
now hidden who have not bowed the knee to Baal. They have not had the light which has been shining in a concentrated 
blaze upon you. But it may be under a rough and uninviting exterior the pure brightness of a genuine Christian character 
will be revealed. In the daytime we look toward heaven but do not see the stars. They are there, fixed in the firmament, 
but the eye cannot distinguish them. In the night we behold their genuine luster.--5T 80, 81 (1882).  {LDE 181.1}   

      On every occasion that persecution takes place, the witnesses make decisions, either for Christ or against Him. Those 
who show sympathy for the men wrongly condemned, who are not bitter against them, show their attachment for Christ.
--ST Feb. 20, 1901.  {LDE 181.2}   

     Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear sway, let persecution be kindled, and the half-hearted and 
hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope 
brighter than in days of prosperity.--GC 602 (1911).  {LDE 181.3}   

 

New Converts Will Take the Places of Those Who Leave  

     Some had been shaken out and left by the way. The careless and indifferent, who did not join with those who prized 
victory and salvation enough to perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and they were left behind in 
darkness, and their places were immediately filled by others taking hold of the truth and coming into the ranks.--EW 271 
(1858).  {LDE 182.1}   

     The broken ranks will be filled up by those represented by Christ as coming in at the eleventh hour. There are many 
with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time of God's destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who 
[now] have no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched, 
His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be 
admitted who in these last days hear the truth for the first time.--Letter 103, 1903.  {LDE 182.2}   

     Standard after standard was left to trail in the dust as company after company from the Lord's army joined the foe and 
tribe after tribe from the ranks of the enemy united with the commandment-keeping people of God.--8T 41 (1904).  
{LDE 182.3}   
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Lesson 3 Study Help 

January 15th, 2022 

 

Selected Messages book 1, chapter 1, pages 15-23  

The Inspiration of the Word of God  

 

     This is a time when the question with all propriety may be asked, "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?" (Luke 18:8).  {1SM 15.1}   

     Spiritual darkness has covered the earth and gross darkness the people. There are in many churches skepticism and 
infidelity in the interpretation of the Scriptures. Many, very many, are questioning the verity and truth of the Scriptures. 
Human reasoning and the imaginings of the human heart are undermining the inspiration of the Word of God, and that 
which should be received as granted, is surrounded with a cloud of mysticism. Nothing stands out in clear and distinct 
lines, upon rock bottom. This is one of the marked signs of the last days.  {1SM 15.2}   

     This Holy Book has withstood the assaults of Satan, who has united with evil men to make everything of divine 
character shrouded in clouds and darkness. But the Lord has preserved this Holy Book by His own miraculous power in 
its present shape--a chart or guidebook to the human family to show them the way to heaven.  {1SM 15.3}   

     But the oracles of God have been so manifestly neglected that there are but few in our world, even of those who 
profess to explain it to others, who have the divine knowledge of the Scriptures. There are learned men who have a 
college education, but these shepherds do not feed the flock of God. They do not consider that the excellencies of the 
Scriptures will be continually unfolding their hidden treasures as precious jewels are discovered by digging for them.  
{1SM 15.4}   

     There are men who strive to be original, who are wise above what is written; therefore, their wisdom is foolishness. 
They discover wonderful things in advance, ideas which reveal that they are far behind in the comprehension of the 
divine will and purposes of God. In seeking to make plain or to unravel mysteries hid from ages from mortal man, they 
are like a man floundering about in the mud, unable to extricate himself and yet telling others how to get out of the 
muddy sea they themselves are in. This is a fit representation of the men who set themselves to correct the errors of the 
Bible. No man can improve the Bible by suggesting what the Lord meant to say or ought to have said.  {1SM 16.1}   

     Some look to us gravely and say, "Don't you think there might have been some mistake in the copyist or in the 
translators?" This is all probable, and the mind that is so narrow that it will hesitate and stumble over this possibility or 
probability would be just as ready to stumble over the mysteries of the Inspired Word, because their feeble minds cannot 
see through the purposes of God. Yes, they would just as easily stumble over plain facts that the common mind will 
accept, and discern the Divine, and to which God's utterance is plain and beautiful, full of marrow and fatness. All the 
mistakes will not cause trouble to one soul, or cause any feet to stumble, that would not manufacture difficulties from 
the plainest revealed truth.  {1SM 16.2}   

     God committed the preparation of His divinely inspired Word to finite man. This Word, arranged into books, the Old 
and New Testaments, is the guidebook to the inhabitants of a fallen world, bequeathed to them that, by studying and 
obeying the directions, not one soul would lose its way to heaven.  {1SM 16.3}   

     Those who think to make the supposed difficulties of Scripture plain, in measuring by their finite rule that which is 
inspired and that which is not inspired, had better cover their faces, as Elijah when the still small voice spoke to him; for 
they are in the presence of God and holy angels, who for ages have communicated to men light and knowledge, telling 
them what to do and what not to do, unfolding before them scenes of thrilling interest, waymark by waymark in symbols 
and signs and illustrations.  {1SM 17.1}   

     And He [God] has not, while presenting the perils clustering about the last days, qualified any finite man to unravel 
hidden mysteries or inspired one man or any class of men to pronounce judgment as to that which is inspired or is not. 
When men, in their finite judgment, find it necessary to go into an examination of scriptures to define that which is 
inspired and that which is not, they have stepped before Jesus to show Him a better way than He has led us.  {1SM 17.2}   

     I take the Bible just as it is, as the Inspired Word. I believe its utterances in an entire Bible. Men arise who think they 
find something to criticize in God's Word. They lay it bare before others as evidence of superior wisdom. These men are, 
many of them, smart men, learned men, they have eloquence and talent, the whole lifework [of whom] is to unsettle 
minds in regard to the inspiration of the Scriptures. They influence many to see as they do. And the same work is passed 
on from one to another, just as Satan designed it should be, until we may see the full meaning of the words of Christ, 
"When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8).  {1SM 17.3}   

     Brethren, let not a mind or hand be engaged in criticizing the Bible. It is a work that Satan delights to have any of you 
do, but it is not a work the Lord has pointed out for you to do.  {1SM 17.4}   

     Men should let God take care of His own Book, His living oracles, as He has done for ages. They begin to question 
some parts of revelation, and pick flaws in the apparent inconsistencies of this statement and that statement. Beginning 
at Genesis, they give up that which they deem questionable, and their minds lead on, for Satan will lead to any length 
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they may follow in their criticism, and they see something to doubt in the whole Scriptures. Their faculties of criticism 
become sharpened by exercise, and they can rest on nothing with a certainty. You try to reason with these men, but your 
time is lost. They will exercise their power of ridicule even upon the Bible. They even become mockers, and they would 
be astonished if you put it to them in that light.  {1SM 17.5}   

     Brethren, cling to your Bible, as it reads, and stop your criticisms in regard to its validity, and obey the Word, and not 
one of you will be lost. The ingenuity of men has been exercised for ages to measure the Word of God by their finite 
minds and limited comprehension. If the Lord, the Author of the living oracles, would throw back the curtain and reveal 
His wisdom and His glory before them, they would shrink into nothingness and exclaim as did Isaiah, "I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of people of unclean lips" (Isaiah 6:5).  {1SM 18.1}   

     Simplicity and plain utterance are comprehended by the illiterate, by the peasant, and the child as well as by the full-
grown man or the giant in intellect. If the individual is possessed of large talents of mental powers, he will find in the 
oracles of God treasures of truth, beautiful and valuable, which he can appropriate. He will also find difficulties, and 
secrets and wonders which will give him the highest satisfaction to study during a long lifetime, and yet there is an 
infinity beyond.  {1SM 18.2}   

     Men of humble acquirements, possessing but limited capabilities and opportunities to become conversant in the 
Scriptures, find in the living oracles comfort, guidance, counsel, and the plan of salvation as clear as a sunbeam. No one 
need be lost for want of knowledge, unless he is willfully blind.  {1SM 18.3}   

     We thank God that the Bible is prepared for the poor man as well as for the learned man. It is fitted for all ages and 
all classes.--Manuscript 16, 1888 (written at Minneapolis, Minn., in autumn of 1888).  {1SM 18.4}  

  

Objections to the Bible  

     Human minds vary. The minds of different education and thought receive different impressions of the same words, 
and it is difficult for one mind to give to one of a different temperament, education, and habits of thought by language 
exactly the same idea as that which is clear and distinct in his own mind. Yet to honest men, right-minded men, he can 
be so simple and plain as to convey his meaning for all practical purposes. If the man he communicates with is not 
honest and will not want to see and understand the truth, he will turn his words and language in everything to suit his 
own purposes. He will misconstrue his words, play upon his imagination, wrest them from their true meaning, and then 
entrench himself in unbelief, claiming that the sentiments are all wrong.  {1SM 19.1}   

     This is the way my writings are treated by those who wish to misunderstand and pervert them. They turn the truth of 
God into a lie. In the very same way that they treat the writings in my published articles and in my books, so do skeptics 
and infidels treat the Bible. They read it according to their desire to pervert, to misapply, to willfully wrest the utterances 
from their true meaning. They declare that the Bible can prove anything and everything, that every sect proves their 
doctrines right, and that the most diverse doctrines are proved from the Bible.  {1SM 19.2}   

     The writers of the Bible had to express their ideas in human language. It was written by human men. These men were 
inspired of the Holy Spirit. Because of the imperfections of human understanding of language, or the perversity of the 
human mind, ingenious in evading truth, many read and understand the Bible to please themselves. It is not that the 
difficulty is in the Bible. Opposing politicians argue points of law in the statute book, and take opposite views in their 
application and in these laws.  {1SM 19.3}   

     The Scriptures were given to men, not in a continuous chain of unbroken utterances, but piece by piece through 
successive generations, as God in His providence saw a fitting opportunity to impress man at sundry times and  

                                                                           20 

divers places. Men wrote as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost. There is "first the bud, then the blossom, and 
next the fruit," "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." This is exactly what the Bible utterances 
are to us.  {1SM 19.4}   

     There is not always perfect order or apparent unity in the Scriptures. The miracles of Christ are not given in exact 
order, but are given just as the circumstances occurred, which called for this divine revealing of the power of Christ. The 
truths of the Bible are as pearls hidden. They must be searched, dug out by painstaking effort. Those who take only a 
surface view of the Scriptures will, with their superficial knowledge, which they think is very deep, talk of the 
contradictions of the Bible, and question the authority of the Scriptures. But those whose hearts are in harmony with 
truth and duty will search the Scriptures with a heart prepared to receive divine impressions. The illuminated soul sees a 
spiritual unity, one grand golden thread running through the whole, but it requires patience, thought, and prayer to trace 
out the precious golden thread. Sharp contentions over the Bible have led to investigation and revealed the precious 
jewels of truth. Many tears have been shed, many prayers offered, that the Lord would open the understanding to His 
Word.  {1SM 20.1}   

     The Bible is not given to us in grand superhuman language. Jesus, in order to reach man where he is, took humanity. 
The Bible must be given in the language of men. Everything that is human is imperfect. Different meanings are 
expressed by the same word; there is not one word for each distinct idea. The Bible was given for practical purposes.  
{1SM 20.2}   
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     The stamps of minds are different. All do not understand expressions and statements alike. Some understand the 
statements of the Scriptures to suit their own particular minds and cases. Prepossessions, prejudices, and passions have a 
strong influence to darken the understanding and confuse the mind even in reading the words of Holy Writ.  {1SM 20.3}   

     The disciples traveling to Emmaus needed to be disentangled in their interpretation of the Scriptures. Jesus walked 
with them disguised, and as a man He talked with them. Beginning at Moses and the prophets He taught them in all 
things concerning Himself, that His life, His mission, His sufferings, His death were just as the Word of God had 
foretold. He opened their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures. How quickly He straightened out the 
tangled ends and showed the unity and divine verity of the Scriptures. How much men in these times need their 
understanding opened.  {1SM 20.4}   

     The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God's mode of thought and expression. It is that of humanity. God, 
as a writer, is not represented. Men will often say such an expression is not like God. But God has not put Himself in 
words, in logic, in rhetoric, on trial in the Bible. The writers of the Bible were God's penmen, not His pen. Look at the 
different writers.  {1SM 21.1}   

     It is not the words of the Bible that are inspired, but the men that were inspired. Inspiration acts not on the man's 
words or his expressions but on the man himself, who, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, is imbued with thoughts. 
But the words receive the impress of the individual mind. The divine mind is diffused. The divine mind and will is 
combined with the human mind and will; thus the utterances of the man are the word of God.-- Manuscript 24, 1886 
(written in Europe in 1886).  {1SM 21.2}  

  

Unity in Diversity  

     There is variety in a tree, there are scarcely two leaves just alike. Yet this variety adds to the perfection of the tree as 
a whole.  {1SM 21.3}   

     In our Bible, we might ask, Why need Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the Gospels, why need the Acts of the 
Apostles, and the variety of writers in the Epistles, go over the same thing?  {1SM 21.4}   

     The Lord gave His word in just the way He wanted it to come. He gave it through different writers, each having his 
own individuality, though going over the same history. Their testimonies are brought together in one Book, and are like 
the testimonies in a social meeting. They do not represent things in just the same style. Each has an experience of his 
own, and this diversity broadens and deepens the knowledge that is brought out to meet the necessities of varied minds. 
The thoughts expressed have not a set uniformity, as if cast in an iron mold, making the very hearing monotonous. In 
such uniformity there would be a loss of grace and distinctive beauty. . . .  {1SM 21.5}   

     The Creator of all ideas may impress different minds with the same thought, but each may express it in a different 
way, yet without contradiction. The fact that this difference exists should not perplex or confuse us. It is seldom that two 
persons will view and express truth in the very same way. Each dwells on particular points which his constitution and 
education have fitted him to appreciate. The sunlight falling upon the different objects gives those objects a different 
hue.  {1SM 22.1}   

     Through the inspiration of His Spirit the Lord gave His apostles truth, to be expressed according to the development 
of their minds by the Holy Spirit. But the mind is not cramped, as if forced into a certain mold.-- Letter 53, 1900.  {1SM 
22.2}  

  

The Lord Speaks in Imperfect Speech  

     The Lord speaks to human beings in imperfect speech, in order that the degenerate senses, the dull, earthly 
perception, of earthly beings may comprehend His words. Thus is shown God's condescension. He meets fallen human 
beings where they are. The Bible, perfect as it is in its simplicity, does not answer to the great ideas of God; for infinite 
ideas cannot be perfectly embodied in finite vehicles of thought. Instead of the expressions of the Bible being 
exaggerated, as many people suppose, the strong expressions break down before the magnificence of the thought, though 
the penman selected the most expressive language through which to convey the truths of higher education. Sinful beings 
can only bear to look upon a shadow of the brightness of heaven's glory.--Letter 121, 1901.  {1SM 22.3}  

  

No Man to Pronounce Judgment on God's Word  

     Both in the [Battle Creek] Tabernacle and in the college the subject of inspiration has been taught, and finite men 
have taken it upon themselves to say that some things in the Scriptures were inspired and some were not. I was shown 
that the Lord did not inspire the articles on inspiration published in the Review, [REFERENCE HERE IS TO A SERIES 
OF ARTICLES THE WRITER OF WHICH ADVOCATED THAT THERE WERE "DIFFERENCES IN DEGREES" 
OF INSPIRATION. SEE THE REVIEW AND HERALD, JAN. 15, 1884.--COMPILERS.] neither did He approve their 
endorsement before our youth in the college. When men venture to criticize the Word of God, they venture on sacred, 
holy ground, and had better fear and tremble and hide their wisdom as foolishness. God sets no man to pronounce 
judgment on His Word, selecting some things as inspired and discrediting others as uninspired. The testimonies have 
been treated in the same way; but God is not in this.--Letter 22, 1889.  {1SM 23.1}  
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Lesson 4 Study Help 

January 22nd, 2022 

 

Reflecting Christ, page 221  

We have a "More Sure Word of Prophecy"  

 

“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known 

unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

2 Peter 1:16 

 

     The apostle was well qualified to speak of the purposes of God concerning the human race; for during the earthly 

ministry of Christ he had seen and heard much that pertained to the kingdom of God. "We have not followed cunningly 

devised fables," he reminded the believers, "when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For He received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came 

such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which 

came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount."  {RC 221.2}   

     Yet convincing as was this evidence of the certainty of the believers' hope, there was another still more convincing in 

the witness of prophecy, through which the faith of all must be confirmed and securely anchored. "We have also," Peter 

declared, "a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 

place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of 

any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 

were moved by the Holy Ghost."  {RC 221.3}   

     While exalting the "sure word of prophecy" as a safe guide in times of peril, the apostle solemnly warned the church 

against the torch of false prophecy, which would be uplifted by "false teachers," who would privily bring in "damnable 

heresies, even denying the Lord" (2 Peter 2:1). These false teachers, arising in the church and accounted true by many of 

their brethren in the faith, the apostle compared to "wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom 

the mist of darkness is reserved for ever." "The latter end is worse with them," he declared, "than the beginning. For it 

had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the 

holy commandment delivered unto them." . . .  {RC 221.4}   

     Not all, however, would be ensnared by the enemy's devices. As the end of all things earthly should approach, there 

would be faithful ones able to discern the signs of the times. While a large number of professing believers would deny 

their faith by their works, there would be a remnant who would endure to the end. . . . "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 

ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless."--The Acts of the 

Apostles, pp. 534-536.  {RC 221.5}  
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Lesson 5 Study Help 

January 29th, 2022 

 

Selected Messages Book 2, pages 319-320,  

 

A Caution Regarding Extreme Positions  

     There were some who had capabilities to help the church, but who needed first to set their own hearts in order. Some 

had been bringing in false tests, and had made their own ideas and notions a criterion, magnifying matters of little im-

portance into tests of Christian fellowship, and binding heavy burdens upon others. Thus a spirit of criticism, faultfind-

ing, and dissension had come in, which had been a great injury to the church. And the impression was given to unbeliev-

ers that Sabbathkeeping Adventists were a set of fanatics and extremists, and that their peculiar faith rendered them un-

kind, uncourteous, and really unchristian in character. Thus the course of a few extremists prevented the influence of the 

truth from reaching the people.  {2SM 318.3}   

     Some were making the matter of dress of first importance, criticizing articles of dress worn by others, and standing 

ready to condemn everyone who did not exactly meet their ideas. A few condemned pictures, urging that they are pro-

hibited by the second commandment, and that everything of this kind should be destroyed.  {2SM 319.1}   

     These one-idea men can see nothing except to press the one thing that presents itself to their minds. Years ago we had 

to meet this same spirit and work. Men arose claiming to have been sent with a message condemning pictures, and urg-

ing that every likeness of anything should be destroyed. They went to such lengths as even to condemn clocks which had 

figures, or "pictures," upon them.  {2SM 319.2}   

     Now we read in the Bible of a good conscience; and there are not only good but bad consciences. There is a conscien-

tiousness that will carry everything to extremes, and make Christian duties as burdensome as the Jews made the ob-

servance of the Sabbath. The rebuke which Jesus gave to the scribes and Pharisees applies to this class as well: "Ye tithe 

mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God" (Luke 11:42). One fanatic, with his 

strong spirit and radical ideas, who will oppress the conscience of those who want to be right, will do great harm. The 

church needs to be purified from all such influences.  {2SM 319.3}  

  

Pictures Used by God  

     The second commandment prohibits image worship; but God Himself employed pictures and symbols to represent to 

His prophets lessons which He would have them give to the people, and which could thus be better understood than if 

given in any other way. He appealed to the understanding through the sense of sight. Prophetic history was presented to 

Daniel and John in symbols, and these were to be represented plainly upon tables, that he who reads might understand.  

{2SM 319.4}   

     It is true that altogether too much money is expended upon pictures; not a little means which should flow into the 

treasury of God is paid to the artist. But the evil that will result to the church from the course of these extremists is far 

greater than that which they are trying to correct. It is sometimes a difficult matter to tell just where the line is, where 

picturemaking becomes a sin. But those who love God and desire with all their hearts to keep His commandments, will 

be directed by Him. God would not have them depend on any man to be conscience for them. He who accepts all the 

ideas and impressions of unbalanced minds will become confused and bewildered. It is Satan's object to divert the atten-

tion from the third angel's message to side issues, that minds and hearts that should be growing in grace and in the 

knowledge of the truth, may be dwarfed and enfeebled, so that God may not be glorified by them. --Historical Sketches 

of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists, pp. 211, 212.  {2SM 320.1}   
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Lesson 5 Study Help 

January 29th, 2022 

 

Great Controversy, Chapter 18, pages 319-328 

“An American Reformer” 

 

  In this state he continued for some months. "Suddenly," he says, "the character of a Saviour was vividly impressed 
upon my mind. It seemed that there might be a being so good and compassionate as to himself atone for our 
transgressions, and thereby save us from suffering the penalty of sin. I immediately felt how lovely such a being must 
be, and imagined that I could cast myself into the arms of, and trust in the mercy of, such a one. But the question arose, 
How can it be proved that such a being does exist? Aside from the Bible, I found that I could get no evidence of the 
existence of such a Saviour, or even of a future state. . . .  {GC 319.1}   

     "I saw that the Bible did bring to view just such a Saviour as I needed; and I was perplexed to find how an uninspired 
book should develop principles so perfectly adapted to the wants of a fallen world. I was constrained to admit that the 
Scriptures must be a revelation from God. They became my delight; and in Jesus I found a friend. The Saviour became 
to me the chiefest among ten thousand; and the Scriptures, which before were dark and contradictory, now became the 
lamp to my feet and light to my path. My mind became settled and satisfied. I found the Lord God to be a Rock in the 
midst of the ocean of life. The Bible now became my chief study, and I can truly say, I searched it with great delight. I 
found the half was never told me. I wondered why I had not seen its beauty and glory before, and marveled that I could 
have ever rejected it. I found everything revealed that my heart could desire, and a remedy for every disease of the soul. 
I lost all taste for other reading, and applied my heart to get wisdom from God."--S. Bliss, Memoirs of Wm. Miller, 
pages 65-67.  {GC 319.2}   

     Miller publicly professed his faith in the religion which he had despised. But his infidel associates were not slow to 
bring forward all those arguments which he himself had often urged against the divine authority of the Scriptures. He 
was not then prepared to answer them; but he reasoned that if the Bible is a revelation from God, it must be consistent 
with itself; and that as it was given for man's instruction, it must be adapted to his understanding. He determined to study 
the Scriptures for himself, and ascertain if every apparent contradiction could not be harmonized.  {GC 319.3}   

     Endeavoring to lay aside all preconceived opinions, and dispensing with commentaries, he compared scripture with 
scripture by the aid of the marginal references and the concordance. He pursued his study in a regular and methodical 
manner; beginning with Genesis, and reading verse by verse, he proceeded no faster than the meaning of the several 
passages so unfolded as to leave him free from all embarrassment. When he found anything obscure, it was his custom 
to compare it with every other text which seemed to have any reference to the matter under consideration. Every word 
was permitted to have its proper bearing upon the subject of the text, and if his view of it harmonized with every 
collateral passage, it ceased to be a difficulty. Thus whenever he met with a passage hard to be understood he found an 
explanation in some other portion of the Scriptures. As he studied with earnest prayer for divine enlightenment, that 
which had before appeared dark to his understanding was made clear. He experienced the truth of the psalmist's words: 
"The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." Psalm 119:130.  {GC 320.1}  

     With intense interest he studied the books of Daniel and the Revelation, employing the same principles of 
interpretation as in the other scriptures, and found, to his great joy, that the prophetic symbols could be understood. He 
saw that the prophecies, so far as they had been fulfilled, had been fulfilled literally; that all the various figures, 
metaphors, parables, similitudes, etc., were either explained in their immediate connection, or the terms in which they 

were expressed were defined in other scriptures, and when thus explained, were to be literally understood. "I was 
thus satisfied," he says, "that the Bible is a system of revealed truths, so clearly and simply 
given that the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err therein."--Bliss, page 70. Link after 
link of the chain of truth rewarded his efforts, as step by step he traced down the great lines of 
prophecy. Angels of heaven were guiding his mind and opening the Scriptures to his 
understanding.  {GC 320.2}   

     Taking the manner in which the prophecies had been fulfilled in the past as a criterion by 
which to judge of the fulfillment of those which were still future, he became satisfied that the 
popular view of the spiritual reign of Christ--a temporal millennium before the end of the 
world--was not sustained by the word of God. This doctrine, pointing to a thousand years of 
righteousness and peace before the personal coming of the Lord, put far off the terrors of the 
day of God. But, pleasing though it may be, it is contrary to the teachings of Christ and His 
apostles, who declared that the wheat and the tares and to grow together until the harvest, the 
end of the world; that "evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse;" that "in the last 
days perilous times shall come;" and that the kingdom of darkness shall continue until the 
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advent of the Lord and shall be consumed with the spirit of His mouth and be destroyed with 
the brightness of His coming. Matthew 13:30, 38-41; 2 Timothy 3:13, 1; 2 Thessalonians 2:8.  
{GC 321.1}   

     The doctrine of the world's conversion and the spiritual reign of Christ was not held by the 
apostolic church. It was not generally accepted by Christians until about the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. Like every other error, its results were evil. It taught men to look far in the 
future for the coming of the Lord and prevented them from giving heed to the signs heralding 
His approach. It induced a feeling of confidence and security that was not well founded and 
led many to neglect the preparation necessary in order to meet their Lord.  {GC 321.2}   

     Miller found the literal, personal coming of Christ to be plainly taught in the Scriptures. 
Says Paul: "The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God." 1 Thessalonians 4:16. And the Saviour declares: 
"They shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 
"For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be." Matthew 24:30, 27. He is to be accompanied by all the hosts of 
heaven. "The Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him." Matthew 
25:31. "And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together His elect." Matthew 24:31.  {GC 321.3}   

     At His coming the righteous dead will be raised, and the righteous living will be changed. 
"We shall not all sleep," says Paul, "but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality." 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. And in his letter to the 
Thessalonians, after describing the coming of the Lord, he says: "The dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.  
{GC 322.1}   

     Not until the personal advent of Christ can His people receive the kingdom. The Saviour 
said: "When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then 
shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: and before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: and He 
shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto 
them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world." Matthew 25:31-34. We have seen by the scriptures just 
given that when the Son of man comes, the dead are raised incorruptible and the living are 
changed. By this great change they are prepared to receive the kingdom; for Paul says: "Flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption." 1 
Corinthians 15:50. Man in his present state is mortal, corruptible; but the kingdom of God will 
be incorruptible, enduring forever. Therefore man in his present state cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. But when Jesus comes, He confers immortality upon His people; and then 
He calls them to inherit the kingdom of which they have hitherto been only heirs.  {GC 322.2}   

     These and other scriptures clearly proved to Miller's mind that the events which were 
generally expected to take place before the coming of Christ, such as the universal reign of 
peace and the setting up of the kingdom of God upon the earth, were to be subsequent to the 
second advent. Furthermore, all the signs of the times and the condition of the world 
corresponded to the prophetic description of the last days. He was forced to the conclusion, 
from the study of Scripture alone, that the period allotted for the continuance of the earth in its 
present state was about to close.  {GC 323.1}   

     "Another kind of evidence that vitally affected my mind," he says, "was the chronology of 
the Scriptures. . . . I found that predicted events, which had been fulfilled in the past, often 
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occurred within a given time. The one hundred and twenty years to the flood (Genesis 6:3); the 
seven days that were to precede it, with forty days of predicted rain (Genesis 7:4); the four 
hundred years of the sojourn of Abraham's seed (Genesis 15:13); the three days of the butler's 
and baker's dreams (Genesis 40:12-20); the seven years of Pharaoh's (Genesis 41:28-54); the 
forty years in the wilderness (Numbers 14:34); the three and a half years of famine (1 Kings 
17:1) [see Luke 4:25;] . . . the seventy years' captivity (Jeremiah 25:11); Nebuchadnezzar's 
seven times (Daniel 4:13-16); and the seven weeks, threescore and two weeks, and the one 
week, making seventy weeks, determined upon the Jews (Daniel 9:24-27),--the events limited 
by these times were all once only a matter of prophecy, and were fulfilled in accordance with 
the predictions."--Bliss, pages 74, 75.  {GC 323.2}  

     When, therefore, he found, in his study of the Bible, various chronological periods that, 
according to his understanding of them, extended to the second coming of Christ, he could not 
but regard them as the "times before appointed," which God had revealed unto His servants. 
"The secret things," says Moses, "belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children forever;" and the Lord declares by the prophet 
Amos, that He "will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets." 
Deuteronomy 29:29; Amos 3:7. The students of God's word may, then, confidently expect to 
find the most stupendous event to take place in human history clearly pointed out in the 
Scriptures of truth.  {GC 324.1}   

     "As I was fully convinced," says Miller, "that all Scripture given by inspiration of God is 
profitable (2 Timothy 3:16); that it came not at any time by the will of man, but was written as 
holy men were moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter 1:21), and was written 'for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope' (Romans 15:4), I could 
but regard the chronological portions of the Bible as being as much a portion of the word of 
God, and as much entitled to our serious consideration, as any other portion of the Scriptures. I 
therefore felt that in endeavoring to comprehend what God had in His mercy seen fit to reveal 
to us, I had no right to pass over the prophetic periods."-- Bliss, page 75.  {GC 324.2}   

     The prophecy which seemed most clearly to reveal the time of the second advent was that 
of Daniel 8:14: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed." Following his rule of making Scripture its own interpreter, Miller learned that a day 
in symbolic prophecy represents a year (Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6); he saw that the period 
of 2300 prophetic days, or literal years, would extend far beyond the close of the Jewish 
dispensation, hence it could not refer to the sanctuary of that dispensation. Miller accepted the 
generally received view that in the Christian age the earth is the sanctuary, and he therefore 
understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary foretold in Daniel 8:14 represented the 
purification of the earth by fire at the second coming of Christ. If, then, the correct starting 
point could be found for the 2300 days, he concluded that the time of the second advent could 
be readily ascertained. Thus would be revealed the time of that great consummation, the time 
when the present state, with "all its pride and power, pomp and vanity, wickedness and 
oppression, would come to an end;" when the curse would be "removed from off the earth, 
death be destroyed, reward be given to the servants of God, the prophets and saints, and them 
who fear His name, and those be destroyed that destroy the earth."--Bliss, page 76.  {GC 
324.3}   

     With a new and deeper earnestness, Miller continued the examination of the prophecies, 
whole nights as well as days being devoted to the study of what now appeared of such 
stupendous importance and all-absorbing interest. In the eighth chapter of Daniel he could find 
no clue to the starting point of the 2300 days; the angel Gabriel, though commanded to make 
Daniel understand the vision, gave him only a partial explanation. As the terrible persecution 
to befall the church was unfolded to the prophet's vision, physical strength gave way. He could 
endure no more, and the angel left him for a time. Daniel "fainted, and was sick certain days." 
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"And I was astonished at the vision," he says, "but none understood it."  {GC 325.1}   

     Yet God had bidden His messenger: "Make this man to understand the vision." That 
commission must be fulfilled. In obedience to it, the angel, some time afterward, returned to 
Daniel, saying: "I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding;" "therefore 
understand the matter, and consider the vision." Daniel 8:27, 16; 9:22, 23, 25-27. There was 
one important point in the vision of chapter 8 which had been left unexplained, namely, that 
relating to time--the period of the 2300 days; therefore the angel, in resuming his explanation, 
dwells chiefly upon the subject of time:  {GC 325.2}  

     "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy Holy City. . . . Know 
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after 
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself. . . . And He shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week He shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease."  {GC 326.1}   

     The angel had been sent to Daniel for the express purpose of explaining to him the point 
which he had failed to understand in the vision of the eighth chapter, the statement relative to 
time--"unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." After 
bidding Daniel "understand the matter, and consider the vision," the very first words of the 
angel are: "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy Holy City." The word 
here translated "determined" literally signifies "cut off." Seventy weeks, representing 490 
years, are declared by the angel to be cut off, as specially pertaining to the Jews. But from 
what were they cut off? As the 2300 days was the only period of time mentioned in chapter 8, 
it must be the period from which the seventy weeks were cut off; the seventy weeks must 
therefore be a part of the 2300 days, and the two periods must begin together. The seventy 
weeks were declared by the angel to date from the going forth of the commandment to restore 
and build Jerusalem. If the date of this commandment could be found, then the starting point 
for the great period of the 2300 days would be ascertained.  {GC 326.2}   

     In the seventh chapter of Ezra the decree is found. Verses 12-26. In its completest form it 
was issued by Artaxerxes, king of Persia, 457 B.C. But in Ezra 6:14 the house of the Lord at 
Jerusalem is said to have been built "according to the commandment ["decree," margin] of 
Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia." These three kings, in originating, 
reaffirming, and completing the decree, brought it to the perfection required by the prophecy 
to mark the beginning of the 2300 years. Taking 457 B.C., the time when the decree was 
completed, as the date of the commandment, every specification of the prophecy concerning 
the seventy weeks was seen to have been fulfilled.  {GC 326.3}  

     "From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks"--namely, sixty-nine 
weeks, or 483 years. The decree of Artaxerxes went into effect in the autumn of 457 B.C. 
From this date, 483 years extend to the autumn of A.D. 27. (See Appendix.) At that time this 
prophecy was fulfilled. The word "Messiah" signifies "the Anointed One." In the autumn of 
A.D. 27 Christ was baptized by John and received the anointing of the Spirit. The apostle Peter 
testifies that "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power." Acts 
10:38. And the Saviour Himself declared: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor." Luke 4:18. After His baptism He went into 
Galilee, "preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled." Mark 
1:14, 15.  {GC 327.1}   

     "And He shall confirm the covenant with many for one week." The "week" here brought to 
view is the last one of the seventy; it is the last seven years of the period allotted especially to 
the Jews. During this time, extending from A.D. 27 to A.D. 34, Christ, at first in person and 
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afterward by His disciples, extended the gospel invitation especially to the Jews. As the 
apostles went forth with the good tidings of the kingdom, the Saviour's direction was: "Go not 
into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel." Matthew 10:5, 6.  {GC 327.2}   

     "In the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." In A.D. 31, 
three and a half years after His baptism, our Lord was crucified. With the great sacrifice 
offered upon Calvary, ended that system of offerings which for four thousand years had 
pointed forward to the Lamb of God. Type had met antitype, and all the sacrifices and 
oblations of the ceremonial system were there to cease.  {GC 327.3}   

     The seventy weeks, or 490 years, especially allotted to the Jews, ended, as we have seen, in 
A.D. 34. At that time, through the action of the Jewish Sanhedrin, the nation sealed its 
rejection of the gospel by the martyrdom of Stephen and the persecution of the followers of 
Christ. Then the message of salvation, no longer restricted to the chosen people, was given to 
the world. The disciples, forced by persecution to flee from Jerusalem, "went everywhere 
preaching the word." "Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 
them." Peter, divinely guided, opened the gospel to the centurion of Caesarea, the God-fearing 
Cornelius; and the ardent Paul, won to the faith of Christ, was commissioned to carry the glad 
tidings "far hence unto the Gentiles." Acts 8:4, 5;  22:21.  {GC 328.1}   

     Thus far every specification of the prophecies is strikingly fulfilled, and the beginning of 
the seventy weeks is fixed beyond question at 457 B.C., and their expiration in A.D. 34. From 
this data there is no difficulty in finding the termination of the 2300 days. The seventy weeks--
490 days--having been cut off from the 2300, there were 1810 days remaining. After the end of 
490 days, the 1810 days were still to be fulfilled. From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844. 
Consequently the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14 terminate in 1844. At the expiration of this great 
prophetic period, upon the testimony of the angel of God, "the sanctuary shall be cleansed." 
Thus the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary--which was almost universally believed to take 
place at the second advent--was definitely pointed out.  {GC 328.2}   

     Miller and his associates at first believed that the 2300 days would terminate in the spring 
of 1844, whereas the prophecy points to the autumn of that year. (See Appendix.) The 
misapprehension of this point brought disappointment and perplexity to those who had fixed 
upon the earlier date as the time of the Lord's coming. But this did not in the least affect the 
strength of the argument showing that the 2300 days terminated in the year 1844, and that the 
great event represented by the cleansing of the sanctuary must then take place.  {GC 328.3}   
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Lesson 6 Study Help 

February 5th, 2022 

 

 Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 57, p. 578-592  

“The Revelation”  

 

     In the days of the apostles the Christian believers were filled with earnestness and enthusiasm. So untiringly did they 
labor for their Master that in a comparatively short time, notwithstanding fierce opposition, the gospel of the kingdom 
was sounded to all the inhabited parts of the earth. The zeal manifested at this time by the followers of Jesus has been 
recorded by the pen of inspiration for the encouragement of believers in every age. Of the church at Ephesus, which the 
Lord Jesus used as a symbol of the entire Christian church in the apostolic age, the faithful and true Witness declared:  
{AA 578.1}   

     "I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: and hast borne, and hast patience, and for 
My name's sake hast labored, and hast not fainted." Revelation 2:2, 3.  {AA 578.2}   

     At the first the experience of the church at Ephesus was marked with childlike simplicity and fervor. The believers 
sought earnestly to obey every word of God, and their lives revealed an earnest, sincere love for Christ. They rejoiced to 
do the will of God because the Saviour was in their hearts as an abiding presence. Filled with love for their Redeemer, 
their highest aim was to win souls to Him. They did not think of hoarding the precious treasure of the grace of Christ. 
They felt the importance of their calling; and, weighted with the message, "On earth peace, good will toward men," they 
burned with desire to carry the glad tidings of salvation to earth's remotest bounds. And the world took knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jesus. Sinful men, repentant, pardoned, cleansed, and sanctified, were brought into partner-
ship with God through His Son.  {AA 578.3}   

     The members of the church were united in sentiment and action. Love for Christ was the golden chain that bound 
them together. They followed on to know the Lord more and still more perfectly, and in their lives were revealed the joy 
and peace of Christ. They visited the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and kept themselves unspotted from the 
world, realizing that a failure to do this would be a contradiction of their profession and a denial of their Redeemer.  
{AA 579.1}   

     In every city the work was carried forward. Souls were converted, who in their turn felt that they must tell of the ines-
timable treasure they had received. They could not rest till the light which had illumined their minds was shining upon 
others. Multitudes of unbelievers were made acquainted with the reasons of the Christian's hope. Warm, inspired person-
al appeals were made to the erring, to the outcast, and to those who, while professing to know the truth, were lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God.  {AA 579.2}   

     But after a time the zeal of the believers began to wane, and their love for God and for one another grew less. Cold-
ness crept into the church. Some forgot the wonderful manner in which they had received the truth. One by one the old 
standard-bearers fell at their post. Some of the younger workers, who might have shared the burdens of these pioneers, 
and thus have been prepared for wise leadership, had become weary of oft-repeated truths. In their desire for something 
novel and startling they attempted to introduce new phases of doctrine, more pleasing to many minds, but not in harmo-
ny with the fundamental principles of the gospel. In their self-confidence and spiritual blindness they failed to discern 
that these sophistries would cause many to question the experiences of the past, and would thus lead to confusion and 
unbelief.  {AA 580.1}   

     As these false doctrines were urged, differences sprang up, and the eyes of many were turned from beholding Jesus as 
the Author and Finisher of their faith. The discussion of unimportant points of doctrine, and the contemplation of pleas-
ing fables of man's invention, occupied time that should have been spent in proclaiming the gospel. The masses that 
might have been convicted and converted by a faithful presentation of the truth were left unwarned. Piety was rapidly 
waning, and Satan seemed about to gain the ascendancy over those who claimed to be followers of Christ.  {AA 580.2}   

     It was at this critical time in the history of the church that John was sentenced to banishment. Never had his voice 
been needed by the church as now. Nearly all his former associates in the ministry had suffered martyrdom. The remnant 
of believers was facing fierce opposition. To all outward appearance the day was not far distant when the enemies of the 
church of Christ would triumph.  {AA 581.1}   

     But the Lord's hand was moving unseen in the darkness. In the providence of God, John was placed where Christ 
could give him a wonderful revelation of Himself and of divine truth for the enlightenment of the churches.  {AA 581.2}   

     In exiling John, the enemies of truth had hoped to silence forever the voice of God's faithful witness; but on Patmos 
the disciple received a message, the influence of which was to continue to strengthen the church till the end of time. 
Though not released from the responsibility of their wrong act, those who banished John became instruments in the 
hands of God to carry out Heaven's purpose; and the very effort to extinguish the light placed the truth in bold relief.  
{AA 581.3}   
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     It was on the Sabbath that the Lord of glory appeared to the exiled apostle. The Sabbath was as sacredly observed by 
John on Patmos as when he was preaching to the people in the towns and cities of Judea. He claimed as his own the pre-
cious promises that had been given regarding that day. "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day," John writes, "and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. . . . And I turned to see 
the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candle-
sticks One like unto the Son of man." Revelation 1:10-13.  {AA 581.4}   

     Richly favored was this beloved disciple. He had seen his Master in Gethsemane, His face marked with the blood 
drops of agony, His "visage . . . marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men." Isaiah 52:14. He 
had seen Him in the hands of the Roman soldiers, clothed with an old purple robe and crowned with thorns. He had seen 
Him hanging on the cross of Calvary, the object of cruel mockery and abuse. Now John is once more permitted to be-
hold his Lord. But how changed is His appearance! He is no longer a Man of Sorrows, despised and humiliated by men. 
He is clothed in a garment of heavenly brightness. "His head and His hairs" are "white like wool, as white as snow; and 
His eyes . . . as a flame of fire; and His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace." Revelation 1:14, 15. His 
voice is like the music of many waters. His countenance shines as the sun. In His hand are seven stars, and out of His 
mouth issues a sharp two-edged sword, an emblem of the power of His word. Patmos is made resplendent with the glory 
of the risen Lord.  {AA 582.1}  

     "And when I saw Him," John writes, "I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, 
Fear not." Verse 17.  {AA 582.2}  

     John was strengthened to live in the presence of his glorified Lord. Then before his wondering vision were opened 
the glories of heaven. He was permitted to see the throne of God and, looking beyond the conflicts of earth, to behold 
the white-robed throng of the redeemed. He heard the music of the heavenly angels and the triumphant songs of those 
who had overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. In the revelation given to him there was 
unfolded scene after scene of thrilling interest in the experience of the people of God, and the history of the church fore-
told to the very close of time. In figures and symbols, subjects of vast importance were presented to John, which he was 
to record, that the people of God living in his age and in future ages might have an intelligent understanding of the perils 
and conflicts before them.  {AA 582.3}   

     This revelation was given for the guidance and comfort of the church throughout the Christian dispensation. Yet reli-
gious teachers have declared that it is a sealed book and its secrets cannot be explained. Therefore many have turned 
from the prophetic record, refusing to devote time and study to its mysteries. But God does not wish His people to re-
gard the book thus. It is "the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to show unto His servants things 
which must shortly come to pass." "Blessed is he that readeth," the Lord declares, "and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand." Verses 1, 3. "I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the Holy City, and from the things which are written in this 
book. He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly." Revelation 22:18-20.  {AA 583.1}  

     In the Revelation are portrayed the deep things of God. The very name given to its inspired pages, "the Revelation," 
contradicts the statement that this is a sealed book. A revelation is something revealed. The Lord Himself revealed to 
His servant the mysteries contained in this book, and He designs that they shall be open to the study of all. Its truths are 
addressed to those living in the last days of this earth's history, as well as to those living in the days of John. Some of the 
scenes depicted in this prophecy are in the past, some are now taking place; some bring to view the close of the great 
conflict between the powers of darkness and the Prince of heaven, and some reveal the triumphs and joys of the re-
deemed in the earth made new.  {AA 584.1}   

     Let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every symbol in the Revelation, that it is useless for them 
to search this book in an effort to know the meaning of the truth it contains. The One who revealed these mysteries to 
John will give to the diligent searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. Those whose hearts are open to the recep-
tion of truth will be enabled to understand its teachings, and will be granted the blessing promised to those who "hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein."  {AA 584.2}   

     In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement of the book of Daniel. One is a 
prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed is not the Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Dan-
iel relating to the last days. The angel commanded, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to 
the time of the end." Daniel 12:4.  {AA 585.1}   

     It was Christ who bade the apostle record that which was to be opened before him. "What thou seest, write in a 
book," He commanded, "and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and 
unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea." "I am He that liveth, and 
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. . . . Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and 
the things which shall be hereafter; the mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in My right hand, and the seven 
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest 
are the seven churches." Revelation 1:11, 18-20.  {AA 585.2}   

     The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 
indicates completeness, and is symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while the symbols used 
reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the history of the world.  {AA 585.3}  
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     Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is symbolized His relation to the church-
es. He is in constant communication with His people. He knows their true state. He observes their order, their piety, their 
devotion. Although He is high priest and mediator in the sanctuary above, yet He is represented as walking up and down 
in the midst of His churches on the earth. With untiring wakefulness and unremitting vigilance, He watches to see 
whether the light of any of His sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the candlesticks were left to mere human care, 
the flickering flame would languish and die; but He is the true watchman in the Lord's house, the true warden of the tem-
ple courts. His continued care and sustaining grace are the source of life and light.  {AA 586.1}   

     Christ is represented as holding the seven stars in His right hand. This assures us that no church faithful to its trust 
need fear coming to nought, for not a star that has the protection of Omnipotence can be plucked out of the hand of 
Christ.  {AA 586.2}   

     "These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand." Revelation 2:1. These words are spoken to the 
teachers in the church--those entrusted by God with weighty responsibilities. The sweet influences that are to be abun-
dant in the church are bound up with God's ministers, who are to reveal the love of Christ. The stars of heaven are under 
His control. He fills them with light. He guides and directs their movements. If He did not do this, they would become 
fallen stars. So with His ministers. They are but instruments in His hands, and all the good they accomplish is done 
through His power. Through them His light is to shine forth. The Saviour is to be their efficiency. If they will look to 
Him as He looked to the Father they will be enabled to do His work. As they make God their dependence, He will give 
them His brightness to reflect to the world.  {AA 586.3}   

     Early in the history of the church the mystery of iniquity foretold by the apostle Paul began its baleful work; and as 
the false teachers concerning whom Peter had warned the believers, urged their heresies, many were ensnared by false 
doctrines. Some faltered under trial and were tempted to give up the faith. At the time when John was given this revela-
tion, many had lost their first love of gospel truth. But in His mercy God did not leave the church to continue in a back-
slidden state. In a message of infinite tenderness He revealed His love for them and His desire that they should make 
sure work for eternity. "Remember," He pleaded, "from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works." 
Verse 5.  {AA 587.1}  

     The church was defective and in need of stern reproof and chastisement, and John was inspired to record messages of 
warning and reproof and entreaty to those who, losing sight of the fundamental principles of the gospel, should imperil 
their hope of salvation. But always the words of rebuke that God finds it necessary to send are spoken in tender love and 
with the promise of peace to every penitent believer. "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock," the Lord declares; "if any 
man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me." Revelation 3:20.  
{AA 587.2}   

     And for those who in the midst of conflict should maintain their faith in God, the prophet was given the words of 
commendation and promise: "I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not denied My name." "Because thou hast kept the word of 
My patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth." The believers were admonished: "Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die." "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown." Verses 8, 10, 2, 11.  
{AA 587.3}  

     It was through one who declared himself to be a "brother, and companion in tribulation" (Revelation 1:9), that Christ 
revealed to His church the things that they must suffer for His sake. Looking down through long centuries of darkness 
and superstition, the aged exile saw multitudes suffering martyrdom because of their love for the truth. But he saw also 
that He who sustained His early witnesses would not forsake His faithful followers during the centuries of persecution 
that they must pass through before the close of time. "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer," the Lord de-
clared; "behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation: . . . be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." Revelation 2:10.  {AA 588.1}   

     And to all the faithful ones who were striving against evil, John heard the promises made: "To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God." "He that overcometh, the same shall be 
clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My 
Father, and before His angels." "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also over-
came, and am set down with My Father in His throne." Verse 7; 3:5, 21.  {AA 588.2}  

     John saw the mercy, the tenderness, and the love of God blending with His holiness, justice, and power. He saw sin-
ners finding a Father in Him of whom their sins had made them afraid. And looking beyond the culmination of the great 
conflict, he beheld upon Zion "them that had gotten the victory . . . stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God," 
and singing "the song of Moses" and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2, 3.  {AA 589.1}   

     The Saviour is presented before John under the symbols of "the Lion of the tribe of Judah" and of "a Lamb as it had 
been slain." Revelation 5:5, 6. These symbols represent the union of omnipotent power and self-sacrificing love. The 
Lion of Judah, so terrible to the rejectors of His grace, will be the Lamb of God to the obedient and faithful. The pillar of 
fire that speaks terror and wrath to the transgressor of God's law is a token of light and mercy and deliverance to those 
who have kept His commandments. The arm strong to smite the rebellious will be strong to deliver the loyal. Everyone 
who is faithful will be saved. "He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." Matthew 24:31.  {AA 589.2}   
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     In comparison with the millions of the world, God's people will be, as they have ever been, a little flock; but if they 
stand for the truth as revealed in His word, God will be their refuge. They stand under the broad shield of Omnipotence. 
God is always a majority. When the sound of the last trump shall penetrate the prison house of the dead, and the right-
eous shall come forth with triumph, exclaiming, "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" (1 Corin-
thians 15:55)--standing then with God, with Christ, with the angels, and with the loyal and true of all ages, the children 
of God will be far in the majority.  {AA 590.1}   

     Christ's true disciples follow Him through sore conflicts, enduring self-denial and experiencing bitter disappointment; 
but this teaches them the guilt and woe of sin, and they are led to look upon it with abhorrence. Partakers of Christ's suf-
ferings, they are destined to be partakers of His glory. In holy vision the prophet saw the ultimate triumph of God's rem-
nant church. He writes:  {AA 590.2}   

     "I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory . . . stand on the sea of glass, 
having the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great 
and marvelous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints." Revelation 15:2, 
3.  {AA 590.3}   

     "And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount Sion, and with Him a hundred forty and four thousand, having 
His Father's name written in their foreheads." Revelation 14:1. In this world their minds were consecrated to God; they 
served Him with the intellect and with the heart; and now He can place His name "in their foreheads." "And they shall 
reign for ever and ever." Revelation 22:5. They do not go in and out as those who beg a place. They are of that number 
to whom Christ says, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." He welcomes them as His children, saying, "Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." Matthew 25:34, 21.  {AA 
590.4}   

     "These are they which follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the 
first fruits unto God and to the Lamb." Revelation 14:4. The vision of the prophet pictures them as standing on Mount 
Zion, girt for holy service, clothed in white linen, which is the righteousness of the saints. But all who follow the Lamb 
in heaven must first have followed Him on earth, not fretfully or capriciously, but in trustful, loving, willing obedience, 
as the flock follows the shepherd.  {AA 591.1}   

     "I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: and they sung as it were a new song before the throne: . . . and 
no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. . . . In 
their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God." Verses 2-5.  {AA 591.2}  

     "And I John saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband." "Her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall 
great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of 
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel." "The twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: 
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Al-
mighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." Revelation 21:2, 11, 12, 21, 22.  {AA 591.3}   

     "And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve 
Him: and they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they 
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light." Revelation 22:3-5.  {AA 592.1}   

     "He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In 
the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, 
and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations." "Blessed are they that 
do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city." 
Verses 1, 2, 14.  {AA 592.2}  

     "And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,  

     "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,  

      And He will dwell with them,  

      And they shall be His people,  

      And God Himself shall be with them,  

      And be their God." Revelation 21:3.  {AA 592.3} 
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Lesson 7 Study Help 

February 12th, 2022 

 

Counsels to Teachers, Parents & Students,  

Chapter 65,  pages 462-463  

 

“The Bible Its Own Expositor ” 

     The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should learn to view the word 

as a whole and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a knowledge of its grand central theme-- of God's original 

purpose for the world, of the rise of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the 

nature of the two principles that are contending for the supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through the 

records of history and prophecy to the great consummation. He should see how this controversy enters into every phase 

of human experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic motives; 

and how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found.  {CT 

462.1}   

     Every part of the Bible is given by inspiration of God and is profitable. The Old Testament, no less than the New, 

should receive attention. As we study the Old Testament we shall find living springs bubbling up where the careless 

reader discerns only a desert.  {CT 462.2}   

     The Old Testament sheds light upon the New, and the New upon the Old. Each is a revelation of the glory of God in 

Christ. Christ as manifested to the patriarchs, as symbolized in the sacrificial service, as portrayed in the law, and as 

revealed by the prophets is the riches of the Old Testament. Christ in His life, His death, and His resurrection; Christ as 

He is manifested by the Holy Spirit, is the treasure of the New. Both Old and New present truths that will continually 

reveal new depths of meaning to the earnest seeker.  {CT 462.3}   

     When a real love for the Bible is awakened, and the student begins to realize how vast is the field and how precious 

its treasure, he will desire to seize upon every opportunity for acquainting himself with God's word. Its study will be 

restricted to no special time or place. And this continuous study is one of the best means of cultivating a love for the 

Scriptures. Let the student keep his Bible always with him and, as he has opportunity, read a text and meditate upon it. 

While walking in the streets, waiting at a railway station, waiting to meet an engagement, let him improve the 

opportunity to gain some precious thought from the treasure house of truth.   {CT 463.1}   

     The student of the word should not make his opinions a center around which truth is to revolve. He should not search 

for the purpose of finding texts of Scripture that he can construe to prove his theories, for this is wresting the Scriptures 

to his own destruction. The Bible student must empty himself of every prejudice, lay his own ideas at the door of 

investigation, and with humble, subdued heart, with self hid in Christ, with earnest prayer, he should seek wisdom from 

God. He should seek to know the revealed will of God because it concerns his present and eternal welfare. This word is 

the directory by which he must learn the way to eternal life.  {CT 463.2}   
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Lesson 8 Study Help 

February 19th, 2022 

 

 Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 35, p. 374-382  

“Salvation to the Jews”  

 

After many unavoidable delays, Paul at last reached Corinth, the scene of so much anxious labor in the past, and for a 
time the object of deep solicitude. He found that many of the early believers still regarded him with affection as the one 
who had first borne to them the light of the gospel. As he greeted these disciples and saw the evidences of their fidelity 
and zeal he rejoiced that his work in Corinth had not been in vain.  {AA 372.1}   

     The Corinthian believers, once so prone to lose sight of their high calling in Christ, had developed strength of Chris-
tian character. Their words and acts revealed the transforming power of the grace of God, and they were now a strong 
force for good in that center of heathenism and superstition. In the society of his beloved companions and these faithful 
converts the apostle's worn and troubled spirit found rest.  {AA 372.2}   

     During his sojourn at Corinth, Paul found time to look forward to new and wider fields of service. His contemplated 
journey to Rome especially occupied his thoughts. To see the Christian faith firmly established at the great center of the 
known world was one of his dearest hopes and most cherished plans. A church had already been established in Rome, 
and the apostle desired to secure the co-operation of the believers there in the work to be accomplished in Italy and in 
other countries. To prepare the way for his labors among these brethren, many of whom were as yet strangers to him, he 
sent them a letter announcing his purpose of visiting Rome and his hope of planting the standard of the cross in Spain.  
{AA 373.1}   

     In his epistle to the Romans, Paul set forth the great principles of the gospel. He stated his position on the questions 
which were agitating the Jewish and the Gentile churches, and showed that the hopes and promises which had once be-
longed especially to the Jews were now offered to the Gentiles also.  {AA 373.2}   

     With great clearness and power the apostle presented the doctrine of justification by faith in Christ. He hoped that 
other churches also might be helped by the instruction sent to the Christians at Rome; but how dimly could he foresee 
the far-reaching influence of his words! Through all the ages the great truth of justification by faith has stood as a 
mighty beacon to guide repentant sinners into the way of life. It was this light that scattered the darkness which envel-
oped Luther's mind and revealed to him the power of the blood of Christ to cleanse from sin. The same light has guided 
thousands of sin-burdened souls to the true Source of pardon and peace. For the epistle to the church at Rome, every 
Christian has reason to thank God.  {AA 373.3}   

     In this letter Paul gave free expression to his burden in behalf of the Jews. Ever since his conversion, he had longed 
to help his Jewish brethren to gain a clear understanding of the gospel message. "My heart's desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is," he declared, "that they might be saved."  {AA 374.1}   

     It was no ordinary desire that the apostle felt. Constantly he was petitioning God to work in behalf of the Israelites 
who had failed to recognize Jesus of Nazareth as the promised Messiah. "I say the truth in Christ," he assured the believ-
ers at Rome, "my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sor-
row in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh: who are Israelites, to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the service of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who 
is over all, God blessed forever."  {AA 374.2}   

     The Jews were God's chosen people, through whom He had purposed to bless the entire race. From among them God 
had raised up many prophets. These had foretold the advent of a Redeemer who was to be rejected and slain by those 
who should have been the first to recognize Him as the Promised One.  {AA 374.3}   

     The prophet Isaiah, looking down through the centuries and witnessing the rejection of prophet after prophet and fi-
nally of the Son of God, was inspired to write concerning the acceptance of the Redeemer by those who had never be-
fore been numbered among the children of Israel. Referring to this prophecy, Paul declares: "Esaias is very bold, and 
saith, I was found of them that sought Me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after Me. But to Israel He 
saith, All day long I have stretched forth My hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people."  {AA 375.1}   

     Even though Israel rejected His Son, God did not reject them. Listen to Paul as he continues the argument: "I say 
then, Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. God hath not cast away His people which He foreknew. Wot ye not what the Scripture saith of Elias? how he 
maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, Lord, they have killed Thy prophets, and digged down Thine altars; 
and I am left alone, and they seek my life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to Myself seven 
thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. Even so then at this present time also there is a rem-
nant according to the election of grace."  {AA 375.2}   

     Israel had stumbled and fallen, but this did not make it impossible for them to rise again. In answer to the question, 
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"Have they stumbled that they should fall?" the apostle replies: "God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is 
come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the di-
minishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fullness? For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I 
am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: if by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my 
flesh, and might save some of them. For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the re-
ceiving of them be, but life from the dead?"  {AA 375.3}   

     It was God's purpose that His grace should be revealed among the Gentiles as well as among the Israelites. This had 
been plainly outlined in Old Testament prophecies. The apostle uses some of these prophecies in his argument. "Hath 
not the potter power over the clay," he inquires, "of the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dis-
honor? What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to make His power known, endured with much long-suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which He had afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom He hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 
As He saith also in Osee, I will call them My people, which were not My people; and her beloved, which was not be-
loved. And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not My people; there shall they be 
called the children of the living God." See Hosea 1:10.  {AA 376.1}   

     Notwithstanding Israel's failure as a nation, there remained among them a goodly remnant of such as should be saved. 
At the time of the Saviour's advent there were faithful men and women who had received with gladness the message of 
John the Baptist, and had thus been led to study anew the prophecies concerning the Messiah. When the early Christian 
church was founded, it was composed of these faithful Jews who recognized Jesus of Nazareth as the one for whose ad-
vent they had been longing. It is to this remnant that Paul refers when he writes, "If the first fruit be holy, the lump is 
also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches."  {AA 376.2}   

     Paul likens the remnant in Israel to a noble olive tree, some of whose branches have been broken off. He compares 
the Gentiles to branches from a wild olive tree, grafted into the parent stock. "If some of the branches be broken off," he 
writes to the Gentile believers, "and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them, and with them partakest 
of the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but 
the root thee. Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. Well; because of unbelief 
they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear: for if God spared not the natural branch-
es, take heed lest He also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severi-
ty; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off."  {AA 377.1}  

     Through unbelief and the rejection of Heaven's purpose for her, Israel as a nation had lost her connection with God. 
But the branches that had been separated from the parent stock God was able to reunite with the true stock of Israel--the 
remnant who had remained true to the God of their fathers. "They also," the apostle declares of these broken branches, 
"if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again." "If thou," he writes to the 
Gentiles, "wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive 
tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? For I would not, 
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.  {AA 377.2}  

     "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un-
godliness from Jacob: for this is My covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, 
they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the father's sakes. For the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance. For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief: even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 
For God had concluded them all in unbelief, that He might have mercy upon all.  {AA 378.1}   

     "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His 
ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His counselor? or who hath first 
given to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to 
whom be glory forever."  {AA 378.2}   

     Thus Paul shows that God is abundantly able to transform the hearts of Jew and Gentile alike, and to grant to every 
believer in Christ the blessings promised to Israel. He repeats Isaiah's declaration concerning God's people: "Though the 
number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: for He will finish the work, and cut it 
short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. And as Esaias said before, Except the 
Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma and been made like unto Gomorrah."  {AA 379.1}  

     At the time when Jerusalem was destroyed and the temple laid in ruins, many thousands of the Jews were sold to 
serve as bondmen in heathen lands. Like wrecks on a desert shore they were scattered among the nations. For eighteen 
hundred years the Jews have wandered from land to land throughout the world, and in no place have they been given the 
privilege of regaining their ancient prestige as a nation. Maligned, hated, persecuted, from century to century theirs has 
been a heritage of suffering.  {AA 379.2}   

     Notwithstanding the awful doom pronounced upon the Jews as a nation at the time of their rejection of Jesus of Naza-
reth, there have lived from age to age many noble, God-fearing Jewish men and women who have suffered in silence. 
God has comforted their hearts in affliction and has beheld with pity their terrible situation. He has heard the agonizing 
prayers of those who have sought Him with all the heart for a right understanding of His word. Some have learned to see 
in the lowly Nazarene whom their forefathers rejected and crucified, the true Messiah of Israel. As their minds have 
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grasped the significance of the familiar prophecies so long obscured by tradition and misinterpretation, their hearts have 
been filled with gratitude to God for the unspeakable gift He bestows upon every human being who chooses to accept 
Christ as a personal Saviour.  {AA 379.3}   

     It is to this class that Isaiah referred in his prophecy, "A remnant shall be saved." From Paul's day to the present time, 
God by His Holy Spirit has been calling after the Jew as well as the Gentile. "There is no respect of persons with God," 
declared Paul. The apostle regarded himself as "debtor both to the Greeks, and to the barbarians," as well as to the Jews; 
but he never lost sight of the decided advantages possessed by the Jews over others, "chiefly, because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God." "The gospel," he declared, "is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it 
is written, The just shall live by faith." It is of this gospel of Christ, equally efficacious for Jew and Gentile, that Paul in 
his epistle to the Romans declared he was not ashamed.  {AA 380.1}   

     When this gospel shall be presented in its fullness to the Jews, many will accept Christ as the Messiah. Among Chris-
tian ministers there are only a few who feel called upon to labor for the Jewish people; but to those who have been often 
passed by, as well as to all others, the message of mercy and hope in Christ is to come.  {AA 380.2}   

     In the closing proclamation of the gospel, when special work is to be done for classes of people hitherto neglected, 
God expects His messengers to take particular interest in the Jewish people whom they find in all parts of the earth. As 
the Old Testament Scriptures are blended with the New in an explanation of Jehovah's eternal purpose, this will be to 
many of the Jews as the dawn of a new creation, the resurrection of the soul. As they see the Christ of the gospel dispen-
sation portrayed in the pages of the Old Testament Scriptures, and perceive how clearly the New Testament explains the 
Old, their slumbering faculties will be aroused, and they will recognize Christ as the Saviour of the world. Many will by 
faith receive Christ as their Redeemer. To them will be fulfilled the words, "As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name." John 1:12.  {AA 381.1}   

     Among the Jews are some who, like Saul of Tarsus, are mighty in the Scriptures, and these will proclaim with won-
derful power the immutability of the law of God. The God of Israel will bring this to pass in our day. His arm is not 
shortened that it cannot save. As His servants labor in faith for those who have long been neglected and despised, His 
salvation will be revealed.  {AA 381.2}   

     "Thus saith the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, nei-
ther shall his face now wax pale. But when he seeth his children, the work of Mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall 
sanctify My name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. They also that erred in spirit 
shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine." Isaiah 29:22-24.  {AA 382.1}   
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Lesson 9 Study Help 

February 26th, 2022 

 

God’s Amazing Grace, pages 29-36  

Chap. 21 - The Army of the Lord 

 

     Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. Ephesians 6:13.  {AG 29.1}   

 

     The strength of an army is measured largely by the efficiency of the men in the ranks. A wise general instructs his 
officers to train every soldier for active service. He seeks to develop the highest efficiency on the part of all. If he were 
to depend on his officers alone he could never expect to conduct a successful campaign. He counts on loyal and untiring 
service from every man in his army. The responsibility rests largely upon the men in the ranks.  {AG 29.2}   

     And so it is in the army of Prince Immanuel. Our General, who has never lost a battle, expects willing, faithful ser-
vice from everyone who has enlisted under His banner. In the closing controversy now waging between the forces for 
good and the hosts of evil He expects all, laymen as well as ministers, to take part. All who have enlisted as His soldiers 
are to render faithful service as minutemen, with a keen sense of the responsibility resting upon them individually.  {AG 
29.3}   

     All who enter the army are not to be generals, captains, sergeants, or even corporals. All have not the care and re-
sponsibility of leaders. There is hard work of other kinds to be done. Some must dig trenches and build fortifications; 
some are to stand as sentinels, some to carry messages. While there are but few officers, it requires many soldiers to 
form the rank and file of the army; yet its success depends upon the fidelity of every soldier. One man's cowardice or 
treachery may bring disaster upon the entire army.  {AG 29.4}   

     There is earnest work to be done by us individually if we would fight the good fight of faith. Eternal interests are at 
stake. We must put on the whole armor of righteousness, we must resist the devil, and we have the sure promise that he 
will be put to flight. The church is to conduct an aggressive warfare, to make conquests for Christ, to rescue souls from 
the power of the enemy. God and holy angels are engaged in this warfare. Let us please Him who has called us to be 
soldiers.  {AG 29.5}   

 

Chap. 22 - A Girdle of Truth 

 

     Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth. Ephesians 6:14.  {AG 30.1}   

 

     There is absolutely no safeguard against evil but truth. No man can stand firm for right in whose heart the truth does 
not abide. There is only one power that can make and keep us steadfast--the power of God, imparted to us through the 
grace of Christ.  {AG 30.2}   

     There are many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what they believe; but, until controversy 
arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and 
alone to explain their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as 
truth. . . .  {AG 30.3}   

     The Lord calls upon all who believe His word to awake out of sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate for this 
time. It is Bible truth, showing the perils that are right upon us. This light should lead us to a diligent study of the Scrip-
tures and a most critical examination of the positions which we hold. . . . Believers are not to rest in suppositions and ill-
defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their faith must be firmly founded upon the word of God so that when the testing 
time shall come and they are brought before councils to answer for their faith they may be able to give a reason for the 
hope that is in them, with meekness and fear. . . .  {AG 30.4}   

     The erroneous teachings of popular theology have made thousands upon thousands of skeptics and infidels. There are 
errors and inconsistencies which many denounce as the teaching of the Bible that are really false interpretations of Scrip-
ture. . . . Instead of criticizing the Bible, let us seek, by precept and example, to present to the world its sacred, life-
giving truths, that we may "show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light" (1 Peter 2:9).  {AG 30.5}   

     The truth stands firmly established on the eternal Rock--a foundation that storm and tempest can never move. . . . Do 
not lower the banner of truth . . . in order to unite with the solemn message for these last days anything that will tend to 
hide the peculiar features of our faith.  {AG 30.6}   
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Chap. 23 - A Breastplate for Safety 

 

     And having on the breastplate of righteousness. Ephesians 6:14.  {AG 31.1}   

 

     We must put on every piece of the armor, and then stand firm. The Lord has honored us by choosing us as His sol-
diers. Let us fight bravely for Him, maintaining the right in every transaction. . . . Put on as your breastplate that divinely 
protected righteousness which it is the privilege of all to wear. This will protect your spiritual life.  {AG 31.2}   

     Ample provisions have been made for all who sincerely, earnestly, and thoughtfully set about the work of perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. Strength, grace, and glory have been provided through Christ, to be brought by ministering 
angels to the heirs of salvation. None are so low, so corrupt and vile, that they cannot find in Jesus, who died for them, 
strength, purity, and righteousness, if they will put away their sins, cease their course of iniquity, and turn with full pur-
pose of heart to the living God. He is waiting to strip them of their garments, stained and polluted by sin, and to put upon 
them the white, bright robes of righteousness.  {AG 31.3}   

     The truly righteous, who sincerely love and fear God, wear the robe of Christ's righteousness in prosperity and adver-
sity alike. Self-denial, self-sacrifice, benevolence, kindness, love, patience, fortitude, and Christian trust are the daily 
fruits borne by those who are truly connected with God. Their acts may not be published to the world, but they them-
selves are daily wrestling with evil, and gaining precious victories over temptation and wrong.  {AG 31.4}   

     All who have put on the robe of Christ's righteousness will stand before Him as chosen and faithful and true. Satan 
has no power to pluck them out of the hand of the Saviour. Not one soul who in penitence and faith has claimed His pro-
tection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy's power.  {AG 31.5}   

     Each one will have a close struggle to overcome sin in his own heart. This is at times a very painful and discouraging 
work; because, as we see the deformities in our character, we keep looking at them, when we should look to Jesus and 
put on the robe of His righteousness. Everyone who enters the pearly gates of the city of God will enter there as a con-
queror, and his greatest conquest will have been the conquest of self.  {AG 31.6}   

 

Chap. 24 - Gospel Shoes for a Mission of Peace 

 

     And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Ephesians 6:15.  {AG 32.1}   

 

     We are living in the midst of an "epidemic of crime," at which thoughtful, God-fearing men everywhere stand aghast. 
. . . Every day brings its heart-sickening record of violence and lawlessness, of indifference to human suffering, of bru-
tal, fiendish destruction of human life. Every day testifies to the increase of insanity, murder, and suicide. Who can 
doubt that satanic agencies are at work among men with increasing activity to distract and corrupt the mind, and defile 
and destroy the body?  {AG 32.2}   

     And while the world is filled with these evils, the gospel is too often presented in so indifferent a manner as to make 
but little impression upon the consciences or the lives of men. Everywhere there are hearts crying out for something 
which they have not. They long for a power that will give them mastery over sin, a power that will deliver them from the 
bondage of evil, a power that will give health and life and peace.  {AG 32.3}   

     The gospel is a message of peace. Christianity is a system, which, received and obeyed, would spread peace, harmo-
ny, and happiness throughout the earth. The religion of Christ will unite in close brotherhood all who accept its teach-
ings.  {AG 32.4}   

     The peace of Christ is born of truth. It is harmony with God. The world is at enmity with the law of God; sinners are 
at enmity with their Maker; and as a result they are at enmity with one another. . . . Men cannot manufacture peace. Hu-
man plans for the purification and uplifting of individuals or of society will fail of producing peace, because they do not 
reach the heart. The only power that can create or perpetuate true peace is the grace of Christ. When this is implanted in 
the heart, it will cast out the evil passions that cause strife and dissension.  {AG 32.5}   

     The faces of men and women who walk and work with God express the peace of heaven. They are surrounded with 
the atmosphere of heaven. For these souls the kingdom of God has begun.  {AG 32.6}   

     The Lord is soon coming. Talk it, pray it, believe it. Make it a part of the life. . . . Gird on the Christian armor, and be 
sure that your feet are "shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace."  {AG 32.7}   

Chap. 25 - A Shield for Defense 

 

     Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Ephesians 
6:16.  {AG 33.1}   
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     Satan watches his opportunity to seize the precious graces when we are unguarded, and we shall have a severe con-
flict with the powers of darkness to retain them, or to regain a heavenly grace if through lack of watchfulness we lose it. 
But . . . it is the privilege of Christians to obtain strength from God to hold every precious gift. Fervent and effectual 
prayer will be regarded in heaven. When the servants of Christ take the shield of faith for their defense, and the sword of 
the Spirit for war, there is danger in the enemy's camp.  {AG 33.2}   

     Amidst the snares to which all are exposed, they need strong and trustworthy defenses on which to rely. Many in this 
corrupt age have so small a supply of the grace of God, that in many instances their defense is broken down by the first 
assault, and fierce temptations take them captives. The shield of grace can preserve all unconquered by the temptations 
of the enemy, though surrounded with the most corrupting influences. By firm principle, and unwavering trust in God, 
their virtue and nobleness of character can shine, and, although surrounded with evil, no taint need be left upon their vir-
tue and integrity.  {AG 33.3}   

     The work of conquering evil is to be done through faith. Those who go into the battlefield will find that they must put 
on the whole armor of God. The shield of faith will be their defense and will enable them to be more than conquerors. 
Nothing else will avail but this--faith in the Lord of hosts, and obedience to His orders. Vast armies furnished with every 
other facility will avail nothing in the last great conflict. Without faith, an angel host could not help. Living faith alone 
will make them invincible and enable them to stand in the evil day, steadfast, unmovable, holding the beginning of their 
confidence firm unto the end.  {AG 33.4}   

 

Chap. 26 - A Helmet for Protection 

 

     And take the helmet of salvation. Ephesians 6:17.  {AG 34.1}  

 

     God bids us fill the mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts. He desires us to meditate upon His love and mercy, to 
study His wonderful work in the great plan of redemption. Then clearer and still clearer will be our perception of truth, 
higher, holier, our desire for purity of heart and clearness of thought. The soul dwelling in the pure atmosphere of holy 
thought will be transformed by communion with God through the study of the Scriptures.  {AG 34.2}   

     The mind must be educated and disciplined to love purity. A love for spiritual things should be encouraged; yea, must 
be encouraged, if you would grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth. . . . Good purposes are right, but will prove 
of no avail unless resolutely carried out. Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians; but they made no 
earnest effort, therefore they will be weighed in the balances and found wanting. The will must be exercised in the right 
direction. I will be a wholehearted Christian. I will know the length and breadth, the height and depth, of perfect love. 
Listen to the words of Jesus: "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled" (Matthew 5:6). Ample provisions are made by Christ to satisfy the soul that hungers and thirsts for righteousness.  
{AG 34.3}   

     We should meditate upon the Scriptures, thinking soberly and candidly upon the things that pertain to our eternal sal-
vation. The infinite mercy and love of Jesus, the sacrifice made in our behalf, call for most serious and solemn reflec-
tion. We should dwell upon the character of our dear Redeemer and Intercessor. We should seek to comprehend the 
meaning of the plan of salvation. We should meditate upon the mission of Him who came to save His people from their 
sins. By constantly contemplating heavenly themes, our faith and love will grow stronger. Our prayers will be more and 
more acceptable to God, because they will be more and more mixed with faith and love. They will be more intelligent 
and fervent. There will be more constant confidence in Jesus, and you will have a daily, living experience in the willing-
ness and power of Christ to save unto the uttermost all that come unto God by Him.  {AG 34.4}   

 

Chap. 27 - A Sword for Battle 

 

     And the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Ephesians 6:17.  {AG 35.1}   

 

     God has provided abundant means for successful warfare against the evil that is in the world. The Bible is the armory 
where we may equip for the struggle. Our loins must be girt about with truth. Our breastplate must be righteousness. The 
shield of faith must be in our hand, the helmet of salvation on our brow; and with the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, we are to cut our way through the obstructions and entanglements of sin.  {AG 35.2}   

     The first Adam fell; the second Adam held fast to God and His Word under the most trying circumstances, and His 
faith in His Father's goodness, mercy, and love did not waver for one moment. "It is written" was His weapon of re-
sistance, and it is the sword of the Spirit which every human being is to use.  {AG 35.3}   

     In these days of peril and corruption, the young are exposed to many trials and temptations. Many are sailing in a 
dangerous harbor. They need a pilot; but they scorn to accept the much needed help, feeling that they are competent to 
guide their own bark, and not realizing that it is about to strike a hidden rock that may cause them to make shipwreck of 
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faith and happiness. . . . There is a disposition with many to be impetuous and headstrong. They have not heeded the 
wise counsel of the word of God; they have not battled with self, and obtained precious victories; and their proud, un-
bending will has driven them from the path of duty and obedience.  {AG 35.4}   

     There are great things expected from the sons and daughters of God. I look upon the youth of today, and my heart 
yearns over them. What possibilities are open before them! If they sincerely seek to learn of Christ, He will give them 
wisdom, as He gave wisdom to Daniel. . . . "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." . . . "In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths" (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 3:6).  {AG 35.5}  

     Let the youth try to appreciate the privilege that may be theirs, to be directed by the unerring wisdom of God. Let 
them take the Word of truth as the man of their counsel, and become skillful in the use of "the sword of the Spirit." Satan 
is a wise general; but the humble, devoted soldier of Jesus Christ may overcome him.  {AG 35.6}   

 

Chap. 28 - The Battlefield 

 

     We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Ephesians 6:12.  {AG 36.1}   

 

     The fallen world is the battlefield for the greatest conflict the heavenly universe and earthly powers have ever wit-
nessed. It was appointed as a theater on which would be fought out the grand struggle between good and evil, between 
heaven and hell. Every human being acts a part in this conflict. No one can stand on neutral ground. Men must either 
accept or reject the world's Redeemer. All are witnesses, either for or against Christ. Christ calls upon those who stand 
under His banner to engage in the conflict with Him as faithful soldiers, that they may inherit the crown of life.  {AG 
36.2}   

     Battles are to be fought every day. A great warfare is going on over every soul, between the prince of darkness and 
the Prince of life. . . . As God's agents you are to yield yourselves to Him, that He may plan and direct and fight the bat-
tle for you, with your cooperation. The Prince of life is at the head of His work. He is to be with you in your daily battle 
with self, that you may be true to principle; that passion, when warring for the mastery, may be subdued by the grace of 
Christ; that you come off more than conqueror through Him that hath loved us. Jesus has been over the ground. He 
knows the power of every temptation. He knows just how to meet every emergency, and how to guide you through every 
path of danger.  {AG 36.3}   

     God will have a people zealous of good works, standing firm amid the pollutions of this degenerate age. There will 
be a people who hold so fast to the divine strength that they will be proof against every temptation. Evil communications 
in flaming handbills may seek to speak to their senses and corrupt their minds; yet they will be so united to God and an-
gels that they will be as those who see not and hear not. They have a work to do which no one can do for them, which is 
to fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. . . .  {AG 36.4}   

     The youth may have principles so firm that the most powerful temptations of Satan will not draw them away from 
their allegiance.  {AG 36.5}   
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Lesson 10 Study Help 

March 5th, 2022 

 

 The Great Controversy, Chapter 21, p. 381-390 

“A Warning Rejected”  

 

In the Bible the sacred and enduring character of the relation that exists between Christ and his church is represented by 
the union of marriage. The Lord has joined his people to himself by a solemn covenant, he promising to be their God, 
and they pledging themselves to be his, and his alone. He declares, “I will betroth thee unto me forever; yea, I will be-
troth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies.” [Hosea 2:19.] And again, 
“I am married unto you.” [Jeremiah 3:14.] And Paul employs the same figure in the New Testament, when he says, “I 
have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” [2 Corinthians 11:2.]  {GC88 
381.1}  

     The unfaithfulness of the church to Christ in permitting her confidence and affection to be turned from him, and al-
lowing the love of worldly things to occupy the soul, is likened to the violation of the marriage vow. The sin of Israel in 
departing from the Lord is presented under this figure; and the wonderful love of God which they thus despised is touch-
ingly portrayed. “I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou became mine.” 
“And thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the hea-
then for thy beauty; for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee. . . . But thou didst trust in thine 
own beauty, and played the harlot because of thy renown.” “As a wife treacherously departs from her husband, so have 
ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the Lord;” “as a wife that commits adultery, which taketh 
strangers instead of her husband.” [Ezekiel 16:8, 13-15, 32; Jeremiah 3:20.]  {GC88 381.2}  

     In the New Testament, language very similar is addressed to professed Christians who seek the friendship of the 
world above the favour of God. Says the apostle James: “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”  {GC88 
382.1}  

     The woman, Babylon, of Revelation 17, is described as “arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold 
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness. . . . And upon her 
forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots.” Says the prophet, “I saw the woman 
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” [Revelation 17:4-6.] Babylon is further 
declared to be “that great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.” [Revelation 17:18.] The power that for so many 
centuries maintained despotic sway over the monarchs of Christendom, is Rome. The purple and scarlet colour, the gold 
and precious stones and pearls, vividly picture the magnificence and more than kingly pomp affected by the haughty see 
of Rome. And no other power could be so truly declared “drunken with the blood of the saints” as that church which has 
so cruelly persecuted the followers of Christ. Babylon is also charged with the sin of unlawful connection with “the 
kings of the earth.” It was by departure from the Lord, and alliance with the heathen, that the Jewish church became a 
harlot; and Rome, corrupting herself in like manner by seeking the support of worldly powers, receives a like condemna-
tion.  {GC88 382.2}  

     Babylon is said to be “the mother of harlots.” By her daughters must be symbolized churches that cling to her doc-
trines and traditions, and follow her example of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to form an unlaw-
ful alliance with the world. The message of Revelation 14 announcing the fall of Babylon, must apply to religious bodies 
that were once pure and have become corrupt. Since this message follows the warning of the Judgment, it must be given 
in the last days, therefore it cannot refer to the Romish Church, for that church has been in a fallen condition for many 
centuries. Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation, in a message which is yet future, the people of God 
are called upon to come out of Babylon. According to this scripture, many of God's people must still be in Babylon. And 
in what religious bodies are the greater part of the followers of Christ now to be found? Without doubt, in the various 
churches professing the Protestant faith. At the time of their rise, these churches took a noble stand for God and the 
truth, and his blessing was with them. Even the unbelieving world was constrained to acknowledge the beneficent results 
that followed an acceptance of the principles of the gospel. In the words of the prophet to Israel, “Thy renown went forth 
among the heathen for thy beauty; for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord 
God.” But they fell by the same desire which was the curse and ruin of Israel,—the desire of imitating the practices and 
courting the friendship of the ungodly. “Thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and played the harlot because of thy re-
nown.”  {GC88 382.3}  

     Many of the Protestant churches are following Rome's example of iniquitous connection with “the kings of the 
earth;” the State churches, by their relation to secular governments, and other denominations by seeking the favour of 
the world. And the term Babylon—confusion—may be appropriately applied to these bodies, all professing to derive 
their doctrines from the Bible, yet divided into almost innumerable sects, with widely conflicting creeds and theories.  
{GC88 383.1}  

     Besides a sinful union with the world, the churches that separated from Rome present other of her characteristics.  
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{GC88 383.2}  

     A Romish work—the “Catholic Christian Instructed”— makes the charge: “If the Church of Rome was ever guilty of 
idolatry in relation to the saints, her daughter, the Church of England, stands guilty of the same, which has ten churches 
dedicated to Mary for one dedicated to Christ.”  {GC88 384.1}  

     And Mr. Hopkins, in a treatise on the Millennium, declares: “There is no reason to consider the antichristian spirit 
and practices confined to what is now called the Church of Rome. The Protestant churches have much of antichrist in 
them, and are far from being wholly reformed from corruption and wickedness.”  {GC88 384.2}  

     Concerning the separation of the Presbyterian Church from Rome, Dr. Guthrie writes: “Three hundred years ago, our 
church, with an open Bible on her banner, and this motto, ‘Search the Scriptures,’ on her scroll, marched out from the 
gates of Rome.” Then he asks the significant question, “Did they come clean out of Babylon?”  {GC88 384.3}  

     “The Church of England,” says Spurgeon, “seems to be eaten through and through with sacramentarianism; but non-
conformity appears to be almost as badly riddled with philosophical infidelity. Those of whom we thought better things 
are turning aside one by one from the fundamentals of the faith. Through and through, I believe, the very heart of Eng-
land is honeycombed with a damnable infidelity which dares still go into the pulpit and call itself Christian.”  {GC88 
384.4}  

     What was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the church first depart from the simplicity of the gospel?—By 
conforming to the practices of paganism, to facilitate the acceptance of Christianity by the heathen. The apostle Paul 
declared, even in his day, “The mystery of iniquity doth already work.” [2 Thessalonians 2:7.] During the lives of the 
apostles the church remained comparatively pure. “But toward the latter end of the second century most of the churches 
assumed a new form, the first simplicity disappeared; and insensibly, as the old disciples retired to their graves, their 
children, along with new converts . . . came forward and new-modelled the cause.” [ROBINSON, IN HISTORY OF 
BAPTISM.] To secure converts, the exalted standard of the Christian faith was lowered, and as the result “a pagan flood, 
flowing into the church, carried with it its customs, practices, and idols.” [GAVAZZI'S LECTURES, P. 290.] As the 
Christian religion secured the favour and support of secular rulers, it was nominally accepted by multitudes; but while in 
appearance Christians, many “remained in substance pagans, especially worshiping in secret their idols.” [GAVAZZI'S 
LECTURES, P. 290.]  {GC88 384.5}  

     Has not the same process been repeated in nearly every church calling itself Protestant? As its founders, those who 
possessed the true spirit of reform, pass away, their descendants come forward and “new model the cause.” While blind-
ly clinging to the creed of their fathers and refusing to accept any truth in advance of what they saw, the children of the 
reformers depart widely from their example of humility, self-denial, and renunciation of the world. Thus “the first sim-
plicity disappears.” A worldly flood, flowing into the church, “carries with it its customs, practices, and idols.”  {GC88 
385.1}  

     Alas, to what a fearful extent is that friendship of the world which is “enmity with God,” now cherished among the 
professed followers of Christ! How widely have the popular churches throughout Christendom departed from the Bible 
standard of humility, self-denial, simplicity, and godliness! Said John Wesley, in speaking of the right use of money: 
“Do not waste any part of so precious a talent, merely in gratifying the desire of the eye, by superfluous and expensive 
apparel, or by needless ornaments. Waste no part of it in curiously adorning your houses; in superfluous or expensive 
furniture; in costly pictures, painting, gilding.” “Lay out nothing to gratify the pride of life, to gain the admiration or 
praise of men.” “‘So long as thou does well unto thyself, men will speak good of thee.’ So long as thou art ‘clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fares sumptuously every day,’ no doubt many will applaud thine elegance of taste, thy gener-
osity and hospitality. But do not buy their applause so dear. Rather be content with the honour that cometh from God.” 
But in many churches of our time, such teaching is disregarded.  {GC88 385.2}  

     A profession of religion has become popular with the world. Rulers, politicians, lawyers, doctors, merchants, join the 
church as a means of securing the respect and confidence of society, and advancing their own worldly interests. Thus 
they seek to cover all their unrighteous transactions under a profession of Christianity. The various religious bodies, re-
enforced by the wealth and influence of these baptized worldlings, make a still higher bid for popularity and patronage. 
Splendid churches, embellished in the most extravagant manner, are erected on popular avenues. The worshipers array 
themselves in costly and fashionable attire. A high salary is paid for a talented minister to entertain and attract the peo-
ple. His sermons must not touch popular sins, but be made smooth and pleasing for fashionable ears. Thus fashionable 
sinners are enrolled on the church-records, and fashionable sins are concealed under a pretence of godliness.  {GC88 
386.1}  

     Commenting on the present attitude of professed Christians toward the world, a leading secular journal says: 
“Insensibly the church has yielded to the spirit of the age, and adapted its forms of worship to modern wants.” “All 
things, indeed, that help to make religion attractive, the church now employs as its instruments.” And a writer in the 
New York Independent speaks thus concerning Methodism as it is: “The line of separation between the godly and the 
irreligious fades out into a kind of penumbra, and zealous men on both sides are toiling to obliterate all difference be-
tween their modes of action and enjoyment.” “The popularity of religion tends vastly to increase the number of those 
who would secure its benefits without squarely meeting its duties.”  {GC88 386.2}  

     Says Howard Crosby: “The church of God is today courting the world. Its members are trying to bring it down to the 
level of the ungodly. The ball, the theatre, nude and lewd art, social luxuries with all their loose moralities, are making 
inroads into the sacred enclosure of the church; and as a satisfaction for all this worldliness, Christians are making a 
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great deal of Lent and Easter and church ornamentation. It is the old trick of Satan. The Jewish church struck on that 
rock; the Romish church was wrecked on the same; and the Protestant is fast reaching the same doom.”  {GC88 386.3}  

     In this tide of worldliness and pleasure-seeking, self-denial and self-sacrifice for Christ's sake are almost wholly lost. 
“Some of the men and women now in active life in our churches were educated, when children, to make sacrifices in 
order to be able to give or to do something for Christ.” But “if funds are wanted now, . . . nobody must be called on to 
give. Oh, no! have a fair, tableaux, a mock trial, an antiquarian supper, or something to eat, anything to amuse the peo-
ple.”  {GC88 387.1}  

     Governor Washburn, of Wisconsin, in his annual message declared “that church fairs, charitable raffles, concert lot-
teries for charitable and other purposes, prize packages, ‘grab-bags,’ Sabbath-school and other religious chances by tick-
et, are nurseries of crime, inasmuch as they promise something for nothing, are games of chance, and are really gam-
bling. He says that the pernicious spirit of gambling is fostered, encouraged, and kept alive by these agencies to a degree 
little known by good citizens; and that, but for them, the ordinary laws against gambling would be much less violated 
and much more easily enforced. These practices, he declares, ought not to be permitted any longer to debauch the morals 
of the young.”  {GC88 387.2}  

     The spirit of worldly conformity is invading the churches throughout Christendom. Robert Atkins, in a sermon 
preached in London, draws a dark picture of the spiritual declension that prevails in England: “The truly righteous are 
diminished from the earth, and no man lays it to heart. The professors of religion of the present day, in every church, are 
lovers of the world, conformers to the world, lovers of creature-comfort, and aspirers after respectability. They are called 
to suffer with Christ, but they shrink from even reproach. Apostasy, apostasy, apostasy, is engraven on the very front of 
every church; and did they know it, and did they feel it, there might be hope; but, alas! they cry, ‘We are rich, and in-
creased in goods, and have need of nothing.’”  {GC88 387.3}  

     The great sin charged against Babylon is, that she “made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion.” This cup of intoxication which she presents to the world, represents the false doctrines that she has accepted as the 
result of her unlawful connection with the great ones of the earth. Friendship with the world corrupts her faith, and in her 
turn she exerts a corrupting influence upon the world by teaching doctrines which are opposed to the plainest statements 
of Holy Writ.  {GC88 388.1}  

     Rome withheld the Bible from the people, and required all men to accept her teachings in its place. It was the work of 
the Reformation to restore to men the Word of God; but is it not too true that in the churches of our time men are taught 
to rest their faith upon their creed and the teachings of their church rather than on the Scriptures? Said Charles Beecher, 
speaking of the Protestant churches: “They shrink from any rude word against creeds with the same sensitiveness with 
which those holy fathers would have shrunk from a rude word against the rising veneration for saints and martyrs which 
they were fostering. . . . The Protestant evangelical denominations have so tied up one another's hands, and their own, 
that, between them all, a man cannot become a preacher at all, anywhere, without accepting some book besides the Bi-
ble. . . . There is nothing imaginary in the statement that the creed power is now beginning to prohibit the Bible as really 
as Rome did, though in a subtler way.”  {GC88 388.2}  

     When faithful teachers expound the Word of God, there arise men of learning, ministers professing to understand the 
Scriptures, who denounce sound doctrine as heresy, and thus turn away inquirers after truth. Were it not that the world is 
hopelessly intoxicated with the wine of Babylon, multitudes would be convicted and converted by the plain, cutting 
truths of the Word of God. But religious faith appears so confused and discordant, that the people know not what to be-
lieve as truth. The sin of the world's impenitence lies at the door of the church.  {GC88 389.1}  

     The second angel's message of Revelation 14, was first preached in the summer of 1844, and it then had a more direct 
application to the churches of the United States, where the warning of the Judgment had been most widely proclaimed 
and most generally rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message of the sec-
ond angel did not reach its complete fulfilment in 1844. The churches then experienced a moral fall, in consequence of 
their refusal of the light of the Advent message; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to reject the spe-
cial truths for this time, they have fallen lower and lower. Not yet, however, can it be said that “Babylon is fallen, . . . 
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” She has not yet made all nations do this. 
The spirit of world-conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our time exists and has been gaining ground in 
churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches are included in the solemn and 
terrible denunciation of the second angel. But the work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmination.  {GC88 389.2}  

     The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work “with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;” and they  that “received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved,” will be left to receive “strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” [2 Thessalonians 2:9-11.] Not until this 
condition shall be reached, and the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished, throughout Christen-
dom, will the fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfilment of Revelation 14:8 
is yet future.  {GC88 389.3}  

     Notwithstanding the spiritual darkness, and alienation from God, that exist in the churches which constitute Babylon, 
the great body of Christ's true followers are still to be  found in their communion. There are many of these who have 
never seen the special truths for this time. Not a few are dissatisfied with their present condition, and are longing for 
clearer light. They look in vain for the image of Christ in the churches with which they are connected. As these bodies 
depart farther and farther from the truth, and ally themselves more closely with the world, the difference between the 
two classes will widen, and it will finally result in separation. The time will come when those who love God supremely 
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can no longer remain in connection with such as are “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a  form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof.”  {GC88 390.1}  

     Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the result of rejecting the threefold warning of Revelation 14:6-12, the 
church will have fully reached the condition foretold by the second angel, and the people of God, still in Babylon, will 
be called upon to separate from her communion. This message is the last that will ever be given to the world; and it will 
accomplish its work. When those that “believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness,” [2 Thessalonians 
2:12.] shall be left to receive strong delusion, and to believe a lie, then the light of truth will shine upon all whose hearts 
are open to receive it, and all the children of the Lord, that remain in Babylon, will heed the call, “Come out of her, my 
people.” [Revelation 18:4.]  {GC88 390.2}  
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Lesson 11 Study Help 

March 12th, 2022 

 

Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers (1923), pages 90-96  

Communication of Light 

 

     I state truth. The souls who love God, who believe in Christ, and who eagerly grasp every ray of light, will see light, 
and rejoice in the truth. They will communicate the light. They will grow in holiness. Those who receive the Holy Spirit 
will feel the chilling atmosphere that surrounds the souls of others by whom these great and solemn realities are unap-
preciated and spoken against. They feel that they are in the council of the ungodly, of men who stand in the way of sin-
ners, and sit in the seat of the scornful.  {TM 90.1}   

     The word of God speaketh truth, not a lie. In it is nothing strained, nothing extreme, nothing overdone. We are to ac-
cept it as the word of the living God. In obedience to that word, the church have duties to perform which they have not 
done. They are not to flee from the post of duty; but in trial and temptation they should lean more heavily upon God. 
There are difficulties to be met, but God's people as one must rise to the emergencies. There are duties to be discharged 
to the church and to our God.  {TM 90.2}   

     The Spirit of God is departing from many among His people. Many have entered into dark, secret paths, and some 
will never return. They will continue to stumble to their ruin. They have tempted God, they have rejected light. All the 
evidence that will ever be given them they have received, and have not heeded. They have chosen darkness rather than 
light, and have defiled their souls. No man or church can associate with a pleasure-loving class, and reveal that they ap-
preciate the rich current which the Lord has sent to those who have simple faith in His word. The world is polluted, cor-
rupted, as was the world in the days of Noah. The only remedy is belief in the truth, acceptance of the light. Yet many 
have listened to the truth spoken in demonstration of the Spirit, and they have not only refused to accept the message, 
but they have hated the light. These men are parties to the ruin of souls. They have interposed themselves between the 
heaven-sent light and the people. They have trampled upon the word of God and are doing despite to His Holy Spirit.  
{TM 90.3}   

     I call upon God's people to open their eyes. When you sanction or carry out the decisions of men who, as you know, 
are not in harmony with truth and righteousness, you weaken your own faith and lose your relish for communion with 
God. You seem to hear the voice which was addressed to Joshua: "Wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath 
sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. . . . There is an accursed thing in the 
midst of thee, O Israel." "Neither will I be with you anymore, except ye destroy the accursed from among you." Christ 
declares, "He that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad."  {TM 91.1}  

  

The Message of Justification by Faith  

 

     The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. [SEE 
APPENDIX.] This message was to bring more prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. It presented justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the right-
eousness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. 
They needed to have their eyes directed to His divine person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human family. 
All power is given into His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless gift of His own 
righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the message that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the 
third angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a 
large measure.  {TM 91.2}  

     The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious work as the Lamb slain, sitting upon the throne, to dispense the 
priceless covenant blessings, the benefits He died to purchase for every soul who should believe on Him. John could not 
express that love in words; it was too deep, too broad; he calls upon the human family to behold it. Christ is pleading for 
the church in the heavenly courts above, pleading for those for whom He paid the redemption price of His own life-
blood. Centuries, ages, can never diminish the efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. The message of the gospel of His grace 
was to be given to the church in clear and distinct lines, that the world should no longer say that Seventh-day Adventists 
talk the law, the law, but do not teach or believe Christ.  {TM 92.1}   

     The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented to the people with freshness and power, that their faith might 
lay hold upon its merits. As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant cloud of 
incense ascended before God, so while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood, our prayers 
are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour's character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are 
ever to bear in mind that there is One that can take away sin and save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged before God 
with a contrite heart, He will remove. This faith is the life of the church. As the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness 
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by Moses, and all that had been bitten by the fiery serpents were bidden to look and live, so also the Son of man must be 
lifted up, that "whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."  {TM 92.2}   

     Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, and by faith to accept the merits which it is his 
privilege to claim, the sinner can no more be saved than Peter could walk upon the water unless he kept his eyes fixed 
steadily upon Jesus. Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose to eclipse the view of Jesus and lead men to look to 
man, and trust to man, and be educated to expect help from man. For years the church has been looking to man and ex-
pecting much from man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered. Therefore God gave to 
His servants a testimony that presented the truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third angel's message, in clear, distinct 
lines. John's words are to be sounded by God's people, that all may discern the light and walk in the light: "He that 
cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from heaven 
is above all. And what He hath seen and heard, that He testifieth; and no man receiveth His testimony. He that hath re-
ceived His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for 
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His hand. He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him."  {TM 93.1}   

     This is the testimony that must go throughout the length and breadth of the world. It presents the law and the gospel, 
binding up the two in a perfect whole. (See Romans 5 and 1 John 3:9 to the close of the chapter.) These precious scrip-
tures will be impressed upon every heart that is opened to receive them. "The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple"--those who are contrite in heart. "As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name."  These have not a mere nominal faith, a theo-
ry of truth, a legal religion, but they believe to a purpose, appropriating to themselves the richest gifts of God. They 
plead for the gift, that they may give to others. They can say, "Of His fullness have all we received, and grace for 
grace."  {TM 94.1}  

     "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfect-
ed in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit."  {TM 94.2}  

  

God's Message for the Present Time  

 

     This is the very work which the Lord designs that the message He has given His servants shall perform in the heart 
and mind of every human agent. It is the perpetual life of the church to love God supremely and to love others as they 
love themselves. There was but little love for God or man, and God gave to His messengers just what the people needed. 
Those who received the message were greatly blessed, for they saw the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and life 
and hope sprang up in their hearts. They were beholding Christ. "Fear not," is His everlasting assurance; "I am He that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore." "Because I live, ye shall live also." The blood of the spotless 
Lamb of God the believers apply to their own hearts. Looking upon the great Antitype, we can say, "It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." The Sun 
of Righteousness shines into our hearts to give the knowledge of the glory of Jesus Christ. Of the Holy Spirit's office He 
says, "He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you." The psalmist prays, "Purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. . . . Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore un-
to me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and sin-
ners shall be converted unto Thee."  {TM 95.1}   

     The Lord would have these grand themes studied in our churches, and if every church member shall give entrance to 
the word of God, it will give light and understanding to the simple. "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obey-
eth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, 
and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of Mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow." (See Isaiah 29:13-
16, 18-21.) "Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I 
delight, saith the Lord."  {TM 95.2}   

     Never was there a time when the Lord would manifest His great grace unto His chosen ones more fully than in these 
last days when His law is made void. "The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake; He will magnify the law, 
and make it honorable." What does God say in regard to His people? "But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are 
all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and 
none saith, Restore." (See also Isaiah 43.) These are prophecies that will be fulfilled.  {TM 96.1}  
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Warning Against Despising God's Message  

 

     I would speak in warning to those who have stood for years resisting light [SEE APPENDIX.] and cherishing the 
spirit of opposition. How long will you hate and despise the messengers of God's righteousness? God has given them 
His message. They bear the word of the Lord. There is salvation for you, but only through the merits of Jesus Christ. The 
grace of the Holy Spirit has been offered you again and again. Light and power from on high have been shed abundantly 
in the midst of you. Here was evidence, that all might discern whom the Lord recognized as His servants. But there are 
those who despised the men and the message they bore. They have taunted them with being fanatics, extremists, and 
enthusiasts. Let me prophesy unto you: Unless you speedily humble your hearts before God, and confess your sins, 
which are many, you will, when it is too late, see that you have been fighting against God. Through the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit, no longer unto reformation and pardon, you will see that these men whom you have spoken against have 
been as signs in the world, as witnesses for God. Then you would give the whole world if you could redeem the past, 
and be just such zealous men, moved by the Spirit of God to lift your voice in solemn warning to the world; and, like 
them, to be in principle firm as a rock. Your turning things upside down is known of the Lord. Go on a little longer as 
you have gone, in rejection of the light from heaven, and you are lost. "The man that shall be unclean, and shall not puri-
fy himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation."  {TM 96.2}  

     I have no smooth message to bear to those who have been so long as false guideposts, pointing the wrong way. If you 
reject Christ's delegated messengers, you reject Christ. Neglect this great salvation, kept before you for years, despise 
this glorious offer of justification through the blood of Christ and sanctification through the cleansing power of the Holy 
Spirit, and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation. 
I entreat you now to humble yourselves and cease your stubborn resistance of light and evidence. Say unto the Lord, 
Mine iniquities have separated between me and my God. O Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins from the 
book of Thy remembrance. Praise His holy name, there is forgiveness with Him, and you can be converted, transformed.  
{TM 97.1}   

     "For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of 
the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"   {TM 98.1}  
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Lesson 12 Study Help 

March 19th, 2022 

 

Testimonies to Ministers 

REVIEW AND HERALD, MARCH 2, 1897, page 507-512 

“Pray for the Latter Rain” 

 

 Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained all the benefits that God has 
thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of 
grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that 
God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. Every individ-
ual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the indwelling of the 
Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that the 
early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater 
degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the 
work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. 
But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they 
have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we 
shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but 
we shall not discern or receive it.  {TM 507.1}   

     At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that which enables us to make the first start. The 
blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to the end. Yet these alone will not suffice. While we cherish 
the blessing of the early rain, we must not, on the other hand, lose sight of the fact that without the latter rain, to fill out 
the ears and ripen the grain, the harvest will not be ready for the sickle, and the labour of the sower will have been in 
vain. Divine grace is needed at the beginning, divine grace at every step of advance, and divine grace alone can com-
plete the work. There is no place for us to rest in a careless attitude. We must never forget the warnings of Christ, 
"Watch unto prayer," "Watch, . . . and pray always." A connection with the divine agency every moment is essential to 
our progress. We may have had a measure of the Spirit of God, but by prayer and faith we are continually to seek more 
of the Spirit. It will never do to cease our efforts. If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to re-
ceive both the former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own door.  {TM 
507.2}   

     "Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain." Do not rest satisfied that in the ordinary course of the season, 
rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and perfection of the seed rests not with the husbandman. God alone can ripen the 
harvest. But man's co-operation is required. God's work for us demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith. 
We must seek His favours with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to come to us. We should improve every op-
portunity of placing ourselves in the channel of blessing. Christ has said, "Where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, there am I in the midst." The convocations of the church, as in camp meetings, the assemblies of the home 
church, and all occasions where there is personal labour for souls, are God's appointed opportunities for giving the early 
and the latter rain.  {TM 508.1}   

     But let none think that in attending these gatherings, their duty is done. A mere attendance upon all the meetings that 
are held will not in itself bring a blessing to the soul. It is not an immutable law that all who attend general gatherings or 
local meetings shall receive large supplies from heaven. The circumstances may seem to be favourable for a rich out-
pouring of the showers of grace. But God Himself must command the rain to fall. Therefore we should not be remiss in 
supplication. We are not to trust to the ordinary working of providence. We must pray that God will unseal the fountain 
of the water of life. And we must ourselves receive of the living water. Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most earnestly 
that now, in the time of the latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us. At every meeting we attend our prayers 
should ascend, that at this very time God will impart warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the Holy 
Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain. 
If we pray for the blessing in faith, we shall receive it as God has promised.  {TM 508.2}  

     The continued communication of the Holy Spirit to the church is represented by the prophet Zechariah under another 
figure, which contains a wonderful lesson of encouragement for us. The prophet says: "The angel that talked with me 
came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, and said unto me, What sees thou? And I said, I 
have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven 
pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: and two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, 
and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are 
these, my lord? . . . Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. . . . And I answered again, and said unto him, 
What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? . . . Then 
said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth."  {TM 509.1}   
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     From the two olive trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes into the bowl of the candlestick and thence 
into the golden lamps that gave light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's presence, His Spirit is 
imparted to human instrumentalities that are consecrated to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to com-
municate light and power to God's people. It is to receive blessing for us that they stand in God's presence. As the olive 
trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the heavenly messengers seek to communicate all that they receive 
from God. The whole heavenly treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we receive the blessing, we in our turn 
are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light bearer in the world.  {TM 510.1}   

     This is the work that the Lord would have every soul prepared to do at this time, when the four angels are holding the 
four winds, that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. There is no time now for self-
pleasing. The lamps of the soul must be trimmed. They must be supplied with the oil of grace. Every precaution must be 
taken to prevent spiritual declension, lest the great day of the Lord overtake us as a thief in the night. Every witness for 
God is now to work intelligently in the lines which God has appointed. We should daily obtain a deep and living experi-
ence in the work of perfecting Christian character. We should daily receive the holy oil, that we may impart to others. 
All may be light bearers to the world if they will. We are to sink self out of sight in Jesus. We are to receive the word of 
the Lord in counsel and instruction, and gladly communicate it. There is now need of much prayer. Christ commands, 
"Pray without ceasing;" that is, keep the mind uplifted to God, the source of all power and efficiency.  {TM 510.2}   

     We may have long followed the narrow path, but it is not safe to take this as proof that we shall follow it to the end. 
If we have walked with God in fellowship of the Spirit, it is because we have sought Him daily by faith. From the two 
olive trees the golden oil flowing through the golden pipes has been communicated to us. But those who do not cultivate 
the spirit and habit of prayer cannot expect to receive the golden oil of goodness, patience, long-suffering, gentleness, 
love.  {TM 511.1}   

     Everyone is to keep himself separate from the world, which is full of iniquity. We are not to walk with God for a 
time, and then part from His company and walk in the sparks of our own kindling. There must be a firm continuance, a 
perseverance in acts of faith. We are to praise God; to show forth His glory in a righteous character. No one of us will 
gain the victory without persevering, untiring effort, proportionate to the value of the object which we seek, even eternal 
life.  {TM 511.2}   

     The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ask for 
His blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion. To us is committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work 
of revealing Christ to those who are in darkness. We are called to proclaim the special truths for this time. For all this the 
outpouring of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expects us to ask Him. We have not been whole-
hearted in this work.  {TM 511.3}   

     What can I say to my brethren in the name of the Lord? What proportion of our efforts has been made in accordance 
with the light the Lord has been pleased to give? We cannot depend upon form or external machinery. What we need is 
the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit of God. "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts." Pray without ceasing, and watch by working in accordance with your prayers. As you pray, believe, trust in God. 
It is the time of the latter rain, when the Lord will give largely of His Spirit. Be fervent in prayer, and watch in the Spirit.   
{TM 512.1}   

     How shall we follow Him to learn of Him who is our Teacher? We can search His word, and become acquainted with 
His life and works. His words we are to receive as bread for our souls. In every sphere where man shall be placed, the 
Lord Jesus has left us His footprints. We do well to follow Him. The Spirit by which He spake, we must cherish; we are 
to present the truth as it is in Jesus. We are to follow Him especially in heart purity, in love. Self must be hid with Christ 
in God; then when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we also shall appear with Him in glory.-- Special Testimonies to 
Ministers and Workers (Series A, No. 9, 1897), page 58.  
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Lesson 13 Study Help 

March 26th, 2022 

 

 The Great Controversy, Chapter 40, p. 635-652 

“God’s People Delivered”  

 

     When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from those who honor the law of God, there will be, in differ-
ent lands, a simultaneous movement for their destruction. As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people will 
conspire to root out the hated sect. It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall utterly silence 
the voice of dissent and reproof.  {GC 635.1}   

     The people of God--some in prison cells, some hidden in solitary retreats in the forests and the mountains--still plead 
for divine protection, while in every quarter companies of armed men, urged on by hosts of evil angels, are preparing for 
the work of death. It is now, in the hour of utmost extremity, that the God of Israel will interpose for the deliverance of 
His chosen. Saith the Lord; "Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, 
as when one goeth . . . to come into the mountain of the Lord, to the Mighty One of Israel. And the Lord shall cause His 
glorious voice to be heard, and shall show the lighting down of His arm, with the indignation of His anger, and with the 
flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones." Isaiah 30:29, 30.  {GC 635.2}   

     With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a 
dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls upon the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with the glory from 
the throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle each praying company. The angry multitudes are suddenly 
arrested. Their mocking cries die away. The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten. With fearful forebodings they 
gaze upon the symbol of God's covenant and long to be shielded from its overpowering brightness.  {GC 635.3}   

     By the people of God a voice, clear and melodious, is heard, saying, "Look up," and lifting their eyes to the heavens, 
they behold the bow of promise. The black, angry clouds that covered the firmament are parted, and like Stephen they 
look up steadfastly into heaven and see the glory of God and the Son of man seated upon His throne. In His divine form 
they discern the marks of His humiliation; and from His lips they hear the request presented before His Father and the 
holy angels: "I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am." John 17:24. Again a voice, mu-
sical and triumphant, is heard, saying: "They come! they come! holy, harmless, and undefiled. They have kept the word 
of My patience; they shall walk among the angels;" and the pale, quivering lips of those who have held fast their faith 
utter a shout of victory.  {GC 636.1}   

     It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people. The sun appears, shining in its 
strength. Signs and wonders follow in quick succession. The wicked look with terror and amazement upon the scene, 
while the righteous behold with solemn joy the tokens of their deliverance. Everything in nature seems turned out of its 
course. The streams cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and clash against each other. In the midst of the angry 
heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, say-
ing: "It is done." Revelation 16:17.  {GC 636.2}   

     That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty earthquake, "such as was not since men were upon the 
earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great." Verses 17, 18. The firmament appears to open and shut. The glory from 
the throne of God seems flashing through. The mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered 
on every side. There is a roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heard the shriek of a hurricane 
like the voice of demons upon a mission of destruction. The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its 
surface is breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be giving way. Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited islands disap-
pear. The seaports that have become like Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the angry waters. Babylon the 
great has come in remembrance before God, "to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath." Great 
hailstones, every one "about the weight of a talent," are doing their work of destruction. Verses 19, 21. The proudest cit-
ies of the earth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon which the world's great men have lavished their wealth in order to 
glorify themselves, are crumbling to ruin before their eyes. Prison walls are rent asunder, and God's people, who have 
been held in bondage for their faith, are set free.  {GC 636.3}  

     Graves are opened, and "many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth. . . awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt." Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the faith of the third angel's message come forth 
from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have kept His law. "They also which pierced 
Him" (Revelation 1:7), those that mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies, and the most violent opposers of His truth 
and His people, are raised to behold Him in His glory and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.  {GC 
637.1}   

     Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the sun now and then breaks through, appearing like the avenging eye of Jeho-
vah. Fierce lightnings leap from the heavens, enveloping the earth in a sheet of flame. Above the terrific roar of thunder, 
voices, mysterious and awful, declare the doom of the wicked. The words spoken are not comprehended by all; but they 
are distinctly understood by the false teachers. Those who a little before were so reckless, so boastful and defiant, so ex-
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ultant in their cruelty to God's commandment-keeping people, are now overwhelmed with consternation and shuddering 
in fear. Their wails are heard above the sound of the elements. Demons acknowledge the deity of Christ and tremble be-
fore His power, while men are supplicating for mercy and groveling in abject terror.  {GC 637.2}   

     Said the prophets of old, as they beheld in holy vision the day of God: "Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it 
shall come as a destruction from the Almighty." Isaiah 13:6. "Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of 
the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be 
bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon everyone 
that is proud and lofty, and upon everyone that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low." "In that day a man shall cast 
the idols of his silver, and the idols of his gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the 
bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His 
majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth." Isaiah 2:10-12, 20, 21, margin.  {GC 638.1}   

     Through a rift in the clouds there beams a star whose brilliancy is increased fourfold in contrast with the darkness. It 
speaks hope and joy to the faithful, but severity and wrath to the transgressors of God's law. Those who have sacrificed 
all for Christ are now secure, hidden as in the secret of the Lord's pavilion. They have been tested, and before the world 
and the despisers of truth they have evinced their fidelity to Him who died for them. A marvelous change has come over 
those who have held fast their integrity in the very face of death. They have been suddenly delivered from the dark and 
terrible tyranny of men transformed to demons. Their faces, so lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are now aglow with 
wonder, faith, and love. Their voices rise in triumphant song: "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of 
the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof." Psalm 
46:1-3.  {GC 638.2}  

     While these words of holy trust ascend to God, the clouds sweep back, and the starry heavens are seen, unspeakably 
glorious in contrast with the black and angry firmament on either side. The glory of the celestial city streams from the 
gates ajar. Then there appears against the sky a hand holding two tables of stone folded together. Says the prophet: "The 
heavens shall declare His righteousness: for God is judge Himself." Psalm 50:6. That holy law, God's righteousness, that 
amid thunder and flame was proclaimed from Sinai as the guide of life, is now revealed to men as the rule of judgment. 
The hand opens the tables, and there are seen the precepts of the Decalogue, traced as with a pen of fire. The words are 
so plain that all can read them. Memory is aroused, the darkness of superstition and heresy is swept from every mind, 
and God's ten words, brief, comprehensive, and authoritative, are presented to the view of all the inhabitants of the earth.  
{GC 639.1}  

     It is impossible to describe the horror and despair of those who have trampled upon God's holy requirements. The 
Lord gave them His law; they might have compared their characters with it and learned their defects while there was yet 
opportunity for repentance and reform; but in order to secure the favor of the world, they set aside its precepts and taught 
others to transgress. They have endeavored to compel God's people to profane His Sabbath. Now they are condemned by 
that law which they have despised. With awful distinctness they see that they are without excuse. They chose whom they 
would serve and worship. "Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth Him not." Malachi 3:18.  {GC 639.2}   

     The enemies of God's law, from the ministers down to the least among them, have a new conception of truth and du-
ty. Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the seal of the living God. Too late they see the true 
nature of their spurious sabbath and the sandy foundation upon which they have been building. They find that they have 
been fighting against God. Religious teachers have led souls to perdition while professing to guide them to the gates of 
Paradise. Not until the day of final accounts will it be known how great is the responsibility of men in holy office and 
how terrible are the results of their unfaithfulness. Only in eternity can we rightly estimate the loss of a single soul. Fear-
ful will be the doom of him to whom God shall say: Depart, thou wicked servant.  {GC 640.1}   

     The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus' coming, and delivering the everlasting 
covenant to His people. Like peals of loudest thunder His words roll through the earth. The Israel of God stand listening, 
with their eyes fixed upward. Their countenances are lighted up with His glory, and shine as did the face of Moses when 
he came down from Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. And when the blessing is pronounced on those who have 
honored God by keeping His Sabbath holy, there is a mighty shout of victory.  {GC 640.2}   

     Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a man's hand. It is the cloud which surrounds 
the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this to be the sign of 
the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, 
until it is a great white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow of the covenant. Jesus rides 
forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now a "Man of Sorrows," to drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victor in 
heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. "Faithful and True," "in righteousness He doth judge and make war." 
And "the armies which were in heaven" (Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of celestial melody the holy 
angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend Him on His way. The firmament seems filled with radiant forms--"ten thou-
sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands." No human pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is adequate 
to conceive its splendor. "His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. And His brightness was as 
the light." Habakkuk 3:3,4. As the living cloud comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. No crown of 
thorns now mars that sacred head; but a diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. His countenance outshines the dazzling 
brightness of the noonday sun. "And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords." Revelation 19:16.  {GC 640.3}   
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     Before His presence "all faces are turned into paleness;" upon the rejecters of God's mercy falls the terror of eternal 
despair. "The heart melteth, and the knees smite together, . . . and the faces of them all gather blackness." Jeremiah 30:6; 
Nahum 2:10. The righteous cry with trembling: "Who shall be able to stand?" The angels' song is hushed, and there is a 
period of awful silence. Then the voice of Jesus is heard, saying: "My grace is sufficient for you." The faces of the right-
eous are lighted up, and joy fills every heart. And the angels strike a note higher and sing again as they draw still nearer 
to the earth.  {GC 641.1}   

     The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. The heavens are rolled together as a scroll, the 
earth trembles before Him, and every mountain and island is moved out of its place. "Our God shall come, and shall not 
keep silence: a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall call to the heav-
ens from above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people." Psalm 50:3,4.  {GC 641.2}  

     "And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the moun-
tains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" Revelation 6:15-17.  {GC 642.1}   

     The derisive jests have ceased. Lying lips are hushed into silence. The clash of arms, the tumult of battle, "with con-
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood" (Isaiah 9:5), is stilled. Nought now is heard but the voice of prayer and the 
sound of weeping and lamentation. The cry bursts forth from lips so lately scoffing: "The great day of His wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand?" The wicked pray to be buried beneath the rocks of the mountains rather than 
meet the face of Him whom they have despised and rejected.  {GC 642.2}   

     That voice which penetrates the ear of the dead, they know. How often have its plaintive, tender tones called them to 
repentance. How often has it been heard in the touching entreaties of a friend, a brother, a Redeemer. To the rejecters of 
His grace no other could be so full of condemnation, so burdened with denunciation, as that voice which has so long 
pleaded: "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?" Ezekiel 33:11. Oh, that it were to them the voice 
of a stranger! Says Jesus: "I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye 
have set at nought all My counsel, and would none of My reproof." Proverbs 1:24, 25. That voice awakens memories 
which they would fain blot out--warnings despised, invitations refused, privileges slighted.  {GC 642.3}   

     There are those who mocked Christ in His humiliation. With thrilling power come to their minds the Sufferer's 
words, when, adjured by the high priest, He solemnly declared: "Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven." Matthew 26:64. Now they behold Him in His glory, and they 
are yet to see Him sitting on the right hand of power.  {GC 643.1}   

     Those who derided His claim to be the Son of God are speechless now. There is the haughty Herod who jeered at His 
royal title and bade the mocking soldiers crown Him king. There are the very men who with impious hands placed upon 
His form the purple robe, upon His sacred brow the thorny crown, and in His unresisting hand the mimic scepter, and 
bowed before Him in blasphemous mockery. The men who smote and spit upon the Prince of life now turn from His 
piercing gaze and seek to flee from the overpowering glory of His presence. Those who drove the nails through His 
hands and feet, the soldier who pierced His side, behold these marks with terror and remorse.  {GC 643.2}   

     With awful distinctness do priests and rulers recall the events of Calvary. With shuddering horror they remember 
how, wagging their heads in satanic exultation, they exclaimed: "He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the 
King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver 
Him now, if He will have Him." Matthew 27:42, 43.  {GC 643.3}   

     Vividly they recall the Saviour's parable of the husbandmen who refused to render to their lord the fruit of the vine-
yard, who abused his servants and slew his son. They remember, too, the sentence which they themselves pronounced: 
The lord of the vineyard "will miserably destroy those wicked men." In the sin and punishment of those unfaithful men 
the priests and elders see their own course and their own just doom. And now there rises a cry of mortal agony. Louder 
than the shout, "Crucify Him, crucify Him," which rang through the streets of Jerusalem, swells the awful, despairing 
wail, "He is the Son of God! He is the true Messiah!" They seek to flee from the presence of the King of kings. In the 
deep caverns of the earth, rent asunder by the warring of the elements, they vainly attempt to hide.  {GC 643.4}   

     In the lives of all who reject truth there are moments when conscience awakens, when memory presents the torturing 
recollection of a life of hypocrisy and the soul is harassed with vain regrets. But what are these compared with the re-
morse of that day when "fear cometh as desolation," when "destruction cometh as a whirlwind"! Proverbs 1:27. Those 
who would have destroyed Christ and His faithful people now witness the glory which rests upon them. In the midst of 
their terror they hear the voices of the saints in joyful strains exclaiming: "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, 
and He will save us." Isaiah 25:9.  {GC 644.1}   

     Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls forth 
the sleeping saints. He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then, raising His hands to heaven, He cries: "Awake, 
awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and arise!" Throughout the length and breadth of the earth the dead shall hear 
that voice, and they that hear shall live. And the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the exceeding great army of eve-
ry nation, kindred, tongue, and people. From the prison house of death they come, clothed with immortal glory, crying: 
"O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 1 Corinthians 15:55. And the living righteous and the risen 
saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of victory.  {GC 644.2}   

     All come forth from their graves the same in stature as when they entered the tomb. Adam, who stands among the 
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risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in stature but little below the Son of God. He presents a marked con-
trast to the people of later generations; in this one respect is shown the great degeneracy of the race. But all arise with 
the freshness and vigor of eternal youth. In the beginning, man was created in the likeness of God, not only in character, 
but in form and feature. Sin defaced and almost obliterated the divine image; but Christ came to restore that which had 
been lost. He will change our vile bodies and fashion them like unto His glorious body. The mortal, corruptible form, 
devoid of comeliness, once polluted with sin, becomes perfect, beautiful, and immortal. All blemishes and deformities 
are left in the grave. Restored to the tree of life in the long-lost Eden, the redeemed will "grow up" (Malachi 4:2) to the 
full stature of the race in its primeval glory. The last lingering traces of the curse of sin will be removed, and Christ's 
faithful ones will appear in "the beauty of the Lord our God," in mind and soul and body reflecting the perfect image of 
their Lord. Oh, wonderful redemption! long talked of, long hoped for, contemplated with eager anticipation, but never 
fully understood.  {GC 644.3}   

     The living righteous are changed "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." At the voice of God they were glorified; 
now they are made immortal and with the risen saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the air. Angels "gather together 
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." Little children are borne by holy angels to their 
mothers' arms. Friends long separated by death are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend together 
to the City of God.  {GC 645.1}   

     On each side of the cloudy chariot are wings, and beneath it are living wheels; and as the chariot rolls upward, the 
wheels cry, "Holy," and the wings, as they move, cry, "Holy," and the retinue of angels cry, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty." And the redeemed shout, "Alleluia!" as the chariot moves onward toward the New Jerusalem.  {GC 645.2}   

     Before entering the City of God, the Saviour bestows upon His followers the emblems of victory and invests them 
with the insignia of their royal state. The glittering ranks are drawn up in the form of a hollow square about their King, 
whose form rises in majesty high above saint and angel, whose countenance beams upon them full of benignant love. 
Throughout the unnumbered host of the redeemed every glance is fixed upon Him, every eye beholds His glory whose 
"visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men." Upon the heads of the overcomers, 
Jesus with His own right hand places the crown of glory. For each there is a crown, bearing his own "new 
name" (Revelation 2:17), and the inscription, "Holiness to the Lord." In every hand are placed the victor's palm and the 
shining harp. Then, as the commanding angels strike the note, every hand sweeps the harp strings with skillful touch, 
awaking sweet music in rich, melodious strains. Rapture unutterable thrills every heart, and each voice is raised in grate-
ful praise: "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever." Revelation 1:5, 6.  {GC 645.3}   

     Before the ransomed throng is the Holy City. Jesus opens wide the pearly gates, and the nations that have kept the 
truth enter in. There they behold the Paradise of God, the home of Adam in his innocency. Then that voice, richer than 
any music that ever fell on mortal ear, is heard, saying: "Your conflict is ended." "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inher-
it the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."  {GC 646.1}   

     Now is fulfilled the Saviour's prayer for His disciples: "I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me 
where I am." "Faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy" (Jude 24), Christ presents to the Father the 
purchase of His blood, declaring: "Here am I, and the children whom Thou hast given Me." "Those that Thou gavest Me 
I have kept." Oh, the wonders of redeeming love! the rapture of that hour when the infinite Father, looking upon the ran-
somed, shall behold His image, sin's discord banished, its blight removed, and the human once more in harmony with 
the divine!  {GC 646.2}   

     With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes His faithful ones to the joy of their Lord. The Saviour's joy is in seeing, in the 
kingdom of glory, the souls that have been saved by His agony and humiliation. And the redeemed will be sharers in His 
joy, as they behold, among the blessed, those who have been won to Christ through their prayers, their labors, and their 
loving sacrifice. As they gather about the great white throne, gladness unspeakable will fill their hearts, when they be-
hold those whom they have won for Christ, and see that one has gained others, and these still others, all brought into the 
haven of rest, there to lay their crowns at Jesus' feet and praise Him through the endless cycles of eternity.  {GC 647.1}   

     As the ransomed ones are welcomed to the City of God, there rings out upon the air an exultant cry of adoration. The 
two Adams are about to meet. The Son of God is standing with outstretched arms to receive the father of our race--the 
being whom He created, who sinned against his Maker, and for whose sin the marks of the crucifixion are borne upon 
the Saviour's form. As Adam discerns the prints of the cruel nails, he does not fall upon the bosom of his Lord, but in 
humiliation casts himself at His feet, crying: "Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain!" Tenderly the Saviour lifts 
him up and bids him look once more upon the Eden home from which he has so long been exiled.  {GC 647.2}   

     After his expulsion from Eden, Adam's life on earth was filled with sorrow. Every dying leaf, every victim of sacri-
fice, every blight upon the fair face of nature, every stain upon man's purity, was a fresh reminder of his sin. Terrible 
was the agony of remorse as he beheld iniquity abounding, and, in answer to his warnings, met the reproaches cast upon 
himself as the cause of sin. With patient humility he bore, for nearly a thousand years, the penalty of transgression. 
Faithfully did he repent of his sin and trust in the merits of the promised Saviour, and he died in the hope of a resurrec-
tion. The Son of God redeemed man's failure and fall; and now, through the work of the atonement, Adam is reinstated 
in his first dominion.  {GC 647.3}   

     Transported with joy, he beholds the trees that were once his delight--the very trees whose fruit he himself had gath-
ered in the days of his innocence and joy. He sees the vines that his own hands have trained, the very flowers that he 
once loved to care for. His mind grasps the reality of the scene; he comprehends that this is indeed Eden restored, more 
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lovely now than when he was banished from it. The Saviour leads him to the tree of life and plucks the glorious fruit and 
bids him eat. He looks about him and beholds a multitude of his family redeemed, standing in the Paradise of God. Then 
he casts his glittering crown at the feet of Jesus and, falling upon His breast, embraces the Redeemer. He touches the 
golden harp, and the vaults of heaven echo the triumphant song: "Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
and lives again!" The family of Adam take up the strain and cast their crowns at the Saviour's feet as they bow before 
Him in adoration.  {GC 648.1}   

     This reunion is witnessed by the angels who wept at the fall of Adam and rejoiced when Jesus, after His resurrection, 
ascended to heaven, having opened the grave for all who should believe on His name. Now they behold the work of re-
demption accomplished, and they unite their voices in the song of praise.  {GC 648.2}   

     Upon the crystal sea before the throne, that sea of glass as it were mingled with fire,--so resplendent is it with the glo-
ry of God,--are gathered the company that have "gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his 
mark, and over the number of his name." With the Lamb upon Mount Zion, "having the harps of God," they stand, the 
hundred and forty and four thousand that were redeemed from among men; and there is heard, as the sound of many wa-
ters, and as the sound of a great thunder, "the voice of harpers harping with their harps." And they sing "a new song" 
before the throne, a song which no man can learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of Moses 
and the Lamb--a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that song; for it is the song 
of their experience--an experience such as no other company have ever had. "These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth." These, having been translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted as "the first 
fruits unto God and to the Lamb." Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:1-5. "These are they which came out of great tribulation;" they 
have passed through the time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation; they have endured the anguish of the 
time of Jacob's trouble; they have stood without an intercessor through the final outpouring of God's judgments. But they 
have been delivered, for they have "washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." "In their mouth 
was found no guile: for they are without fault" before God. "Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him 
day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them." They have seen the earth wasted 
with famine and pestilence, the sun having power to scorch men with great heat, and they themselves have endured suf-
fering, hunger, and thirst. But "they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Revelation 7:14-17.  {GC 648.3}  

     In all ages the Saviour's chosen have been educated and disciplined in the school of trial. They walked in narrow 
paths on earth; they were purified in the furnace of affliction. For Jesus' sake they endured opposition, hatred, calumny. 
They followed Him through conflicts sore; they endured self-denial and experienced bitter disappointments. By their 
own painful experience they learned the evil of sin, its power, its guilt, its woe; and they look upon it with abhorrence. A 
sense of the infinite sacrifice made for its cure humbles them in their own sight and fills their hearts with gratitude and 
praise which those who have never fallen cannot appreciate. They love much because they have been forgiven much. 
Having been partakers of Christ's sufferings, they are fitted to be partakers with Him of His glory.  {GC 649.1}   

     The heirs of God have come from garrets, from hovels, from dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains, from de-
serts, from the caves of the earth, from the caverns of the sea. On earth they were "destitute, afflicted, tormented." Mil-
lions went down to the grave loaded with infamy because they steadfastly refused to yield to the deceptive claims of Sa-
tan. By human tribunals they were adjudged the vilest of criminals. But now "God is judge Himself." Psalm 50:6. Now 
the decisions of earth are reversed. "The rebuke of His people shall He take away." Isaiah 25:8. "They shall call them, 
The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord." He hath appointed "to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." Isaiah 62:12; 61:3. They are no longer feeble, afflicted, scat-
tered, and oppressed. Henceforth they are to be ever with the Lord. They stand before the throne clad in richer robes than 
the most honored of the earth have ever worn. They are crowned with diadems more glorious than were ever placed up-
on the brow of earthly monarchs. The days of pain and weeping are forever ended. The King of glory has wiped the tears 
from all faces; every cause of grief has been removed. Amid the waving of palm branches they pour forth a song of 
praise, clear, sweet, and harmonious; every voice takes up the strain, until the anthem swells through the vaults of heav-
en: "Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." And all the inhabitants of heaven respond 
in the ascription: "Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto 
our God for ever and ever." Revelation 7:10, 12.  {GC 650.1}  

     In this life we can only begin to understand the wonderful theme of redemption. With our finite comprehension we 
may consider most earnestly the shame and the glory, the life and the death, the justice and the mercy, that meet in the 
cross; yet with the utmost stretch of our mental powers we fail to grasp its full significance. The length and the breadth, 
the depth and the height, of redeeming love are but dimly comprehended. The plan of redemption will not be fully un-
derstood, even when the ransomed see as they are seen and know as they are known; but through the eternal ages new 
truth will continually unfold to the wondering and delighted mind. Though the griefs and pains and temptations of earth 
are ended and the cause removed, the people of God will ever have a distinct, intelligent knowledge of what their salva-
tion has cost.  {GC 651.1}   

     The cross of Christ will be the science and the song of the redeemed through all eternity. In Christ glorified they will 
behold Christ crucified. Never will it be forgotten that He whose power created and upheld the unnumbered worlds 
through the vast realms of space, the Beloved of God, the Majesty of heaven, He whom cherub and shining seraph de-
lighted to adore--humbled Himself to uplift fallen man; that He bore the guilt and shame of sin, and the hiding of His 
Father's face, till the woes of a lost world broke His heart and crushed out His life on Calvary's cross. That the Maker of 
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all worlds, the Arbiter of all destinies, should lay aside His glory and humiliate Himself from love to man will ever ex-
cite the wonder and adoration of the universe. As the nations of the saved look upon their Redeemer and behold the eter-
nal glory of the Father shining in His countenance; as they behold His throne, which is from everlasting to everlasting, 
and know that His kingdom is to have no end, they break forth in rapturous song: "Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, and hath redeemed us to God by His own most precious blood!"  {GC 651.2}   

     The mystery of the cross explains all other mysteries. In the light that streams from Calvary the attributes of God 
which had filled us with fear and awe appear beautiful and attractive. Mercy, tenderness, and parental love are seen to 
blend with holiness, justice, and power. While we behold the majesty of His throne, high and lifted up, we see His char-
acter in its gracious manifestations, and comprehend, as never before, the significance of that endearing title, "Our Fa-
ther."  {GC 652.1}   

     It will be seen that He who is infinite in wisdom could devise no plan for our salvation except the sacrifice of His 
Son. The compensation for this sacrifice is the joy of peopling the earth with ransomed beings, holy, happy, and immor-
tal. The result of the Saviour's conflict with the powers of darkness is joy to the redeemed, redounding to the glory of 
God throughout eternity. And such is the value of the soul that the Father is satisfied with the price paid; and Christ 
Himself, beholding the fruits of His great sacrifice, is satisfied.  {GC 652.2}   
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