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esson 1 Study Help
July 2nd, 2022

Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, Chapter 9, pages 99-105
“The Day of the LORD at Hand”

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty
man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a
day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced
cities, and against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they
have sinned against the Lord." {5T 98.3}

"And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled
on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil." {5T 99.1}

"Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; before the decree bring forth, before the day
pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the Lord's anger come upon you.
Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought His judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger." {5T 99.2}

We are near the close of time. I have been shown that the retributive judgments of God are already in the land. The
Lord has given us warning of the events about to take place. Light is shining from His word; yet darkness covers the
earth, and gross darkness the people. "When they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them; . . . and they shall not escape." {5T 99.3}

It is our duty to inquire the cause of this terrible darkness, that we may shun the course by which men have brought
upon themselves so great delusion. God has given the world an opportunity to learn and to obey His will. He has given
them, in His word, the light of truth; He has sent them warning, counsel, and admonition; but few will obey His voice.
Like the Jewish nation, the majority, even of professed Christians, pride themselves on their superior advantages, but
make no returns to God for these great blessings. In infinite mercy a last warning message has been sent to the world,
announcing that Christ is at the door and calling attention to God's broken law. But as the antediluvians rejected with
scorn the warning of Noah, so will the pleasure lovers of today reject the message of God's faithful servants. The world
pursues its unvarying round, absorbed as ever in its business and its pleasures, while the wrath of God is about to be
visited on the transgressors of His law. {5T 99.4}

Our compassionate Redeemer, foreseeing the perils that would surround His followers at this time, has given them
special warning: "Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the
face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." If the church pursue a course similar to that of the world,
they will share the same fate. Nay, rather, as they have received greater light, their punishment will be greater than that
of the impenitent. {5T 100.1}

We as a people profess to have truth in advance of every other people upon the earth. Then our life and character
should be in harmony with such a faith. The day is just upon us when the righteous shall be bound like precious grain in
bundles for the heavenly garner, while the wicked are, like the tares, gathered for the fires of the last great day. But the
wheat and tares "grow together until the harvest." In the discharge of life's duties the righteous will to the last be brought
in contact with the ungodly. The children of light are scattered among the children of darkness, that the contrast may be
seen by all. Thus are the children of God to "show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light." The divine love glowing in the heart, the Christ like harmony manifested in the life, will be as a
glimpse of heaven granted to men of the world that they may see and appreciate its excellence. {5T 100.2}

Like will attract like. Those who are drinking from the same fountain of blessing will draw nearer together. Truth
dwelling in the hearts of believers will lead to blessed and happy assimilation. Thus will be answered the prayer of
Christ that His disciples might be one even as He is one with the Father. For this oneness every truly converted heart will
be striving. {5T 100.3}

With the ungodly there will be a deceptive harmony that but partially conceals a perpetual discord. In their opposition
to the will and the truth of God they are united, while on every other point they are rent with hatred, emulation, jealousy,
and deadly strife. {5T 101.1}

The pure and the base metal are now so mingled that only the discerning eye of the infinite God can with certainty
distinguish between them. But the moral magnet of holiness and truth will attract together the pure metal, while it will
repel the base and counterfeit. {5T 101.2}

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly;" but where do we behold the true advent spirit? Who
are preparing to stand in that time of temptation which is just before us? The people to whom God has entrusted the
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sacred, solemn, testing truths for this time are sleeping at their post. They say by their actions: We have the truth; we are
"rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;" while the True Witness declares: Thou "knowest not that
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." {5T 101.3}

With what fidelity do these words portray the present condition of the church: "Knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Messages of warning, dictated by the Holy Spirit, are borne by the
servants of God, defects of character are presented before the erring; but they say: "That does not represent my case. [ do
not accept the message you bring. I am doing the best I can. I believe the truth." {5T 101.4}

That evil servant who said in his heart, "My Lord delayeth His coming," professed to be waiting for Christ. He was a
"servant," outwardly devoted to the service of God while at heart he had yielded to Satan. He does not, like the scoffer,
openly deny the truth, but reveals in his life the sentiment of the heart--that the Lord's coming is delayed. Presumption
renders him careless of eternal interests. He accepts the world's maxims and conforms to its customs and practices.
Selfishness, worldly pride, and ambitions predominate. Fearing that his brethren may stand higher than himself, he
begins to disparage their efforts and impugn their motives. Thus he smites his fellow servants. As he alienates himself
from the people of God he unites more and more with the ungodly. He is found eating and drinking "with the drunken"--
joining with worldlings and partaking of their spirit. Thus he is lulled into a carnal security and overcome by
forgetfulness, indifference, and sloth. {5T 101.5}

The very beginning of the evil was a neglect of watchfulness and secret prayer, then came a neglect of other religious
duties, and thus the way was opened for all the sins that followed. Every Christian will be assailed by the allurements of
the world, the clamors of the carnal nature, and the direct temptations of Satan. No one is safe. No matter what our
experience has been, no matter how high our station, we need to watch and pray continually. We must be daily
controlled by the Spirit of God or we are controlled by Satan. {5T 102.1}

The Saviour's instructions to His disciples were given for the benefit of His followers in every age. He had those in
view who were living near the close of time, when He said: "Take heed to yourselves." It is our work, each for himself,
to cherish in the heart the precious graces of the Holy Spirit. {5T 102.2}

Satan is working with unfailing perseverance and intense energy to draw into his ranks the professed followers of
Christ. He is working "with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish." But Satan is not the only worker
by whom the kingdom of darkness is supported. Whoever solicits to sin is a tempter. Whoever imitates the great
deceiver becomes his aid. Those who give their influence to sustain an evil work are doing Satan's drudgery. {5T
102.3}

Actions reveal principles and motives. The fruit borne by many who claim to be plants in the Lord's vineyard shows
them to be but thorns and briers. A whole church may sanction the wrong course of some of its members, but that
sanction does not prove the wrong to be right. It cannot make grapes of thorn berries. {5T 103.1}

If some who profess to believe present truth could understand their true position, they would despair of the mercy of
God. They have been exerting all their influence against the truth, against the voice of warning, against the people of
God. They have been doing the work of Satan. Many have become so infatuated by his deceptions that they will never
recover. Such a state of backsliding cannot exist without causing the loss of many souls. {5T 103.2}

The church has received warning after warning. The duties and dangers of God's people have been plainly revealed.
But the worldly element has proved too strong for them. Customs, practices, and fashions which lead the soul away from
God have been for years gaining ground in defiance of the warnings and entreaties of the Holy Spirit, until at last their
ways have become right in their own eyes, and the Spirit's voice is scarcely heard. No man can tell how far he may go in
sin when once he yields himself to the power of the great deceiver. Satan entered into Judas Iscariot and induced him to
betray his Lord. Satan led Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Ghost. Those who are not wholly consecrated to God
may be led to do the work of Satan, while yet they flatter themselves that they are in the service of Christ. {5T 103.3}

Brethren and sisters, I entreat you to "examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves." To
maintain the warmth and purity of Christian love requires a constant supply of the grace of Christ. Have you employed
every means that your "love may abound yet more and more," "that ye may approve things that are excellent," and be
filled with the fruits of righteousness "which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God"? {5T 103.4}

Many who should stand firm for righteousness and truth have manifested weakness and indecision that have
encouraged the assaults of Satan. Those who fail to grow in grace, not seeking to reach the highest standard in divine
attainments, will be overcome. {5T 104.1}

This world is to the Christian a land of strangers and enemies. Unless he shall take for his defense the divine panoply
and wield the sword of the Spirit he will become the prey of the powers of darkness. The faith of all will be tested. All
will be tried as gold is tried in the fire. {5T 104.2}

The church is composed of imperfect, erring men and women, who call for the continual exercise of charity and
forbearance. But there has been a long period of general lukewarmness; a worldly spirit coming into the church has been
followed by alienation, faultfinding, malice, strife, and iniquity. {5T 104.3}

Should there be less sermonizing by men who are unconsecrated in heart and life, and were more time devoted to
humbling the soul before God, then might we hope that the Lord would appear to your help and heal your backslidings.
Much of the preaching of late begets a false security. Important interests in the cause of God cannot be wisely managed
by those who have had so little real connection with God as some of our ministers have had. To entrust the work to such
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men is like setting children to manage great vessels at sea. Those who are destitute of heavenly wisdom, destitute of
living power with God, are not competent to steer the gospel ship amid icebergs and tempests. The church is passing
through severe conflicts, but in her peril many would trust her to hands that will surely wreck her. We need a pilot on
board now, for we are nearing the harbor. As a people we should be the light of the world. But how many are foolish
virgins, having no oil in their vessels with their lamps. May the Lord of all grace, abundant in mercy, full of forgiveness,
pity and save us, that we perish not with the wicked! {5T 104.4}

In this season of conflict and trial we need all the support and consolation we can derive from righteous principles,
from fixed religious convictions, from the abiding assurance of the love of Christ, and from a rich experience in divine
things. We shall attain to the full stature of men and women in Christ Jesus only as the result of a steady growth in grace.
{5T 105.1}

Oh, what can I say to open blind eyes, to enlighten the spiritual understanding! Sin must be crucified. A complete
moral renovation must be wrought by the Holy Spirit. We must have the love of God, with living, abiding faith. This is
the gold tried in the fire. We can obtain it only of Christ. Every sincere and earnest seeker will become a partaker of the
divine nature. His soul will be filled with intense longing to know the fullness of that love which passes knowledge; as
he advances in the divine life he will be better able to grasp the elevated, ennobling truths of the word of God, until by
beholding he becomes changed and is enabled to reflect the likeness of his Redeemer {5T 105.2}
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esson 2 Study Help
July 9th, 2022

Our High Calling, Chapter 345, page 351
“A Message Full of Encouragement”

December 10th

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Revelation 3:19. {OHC 351.1}

The counsel of the true Witness does not represent those who are lukewarm as in a hopeless case. There is yet a
chance to remedy their state, and the Laodicean message is full of encouragement. . . . Purity of heart, purity of motive,
may yet characterize those who are halfhearted and who are striving to serve God and mammon. They may yet wash
their robes of character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. {OHC 351.2}

The gold of faith and love, the white raiment of a spotless character, and the eyesalve, or the power of clear
discernment between good and evil--all these we must obtain before we can hope to enter the kingdom of God. But these
precious treasures will not drop upon us without some exertion on our part. We must buy--we must "be zealous and
repent” of our lukewarm state. We must be awake to see our wrongs, to search for our sins, and to put them away from
us. ... {OHC 351.3}

It is the worthiness of Christ that must save us, His blood that must cleanse us. But we have efforts to make. We must
do what we can, be zealous and repent, then believe that God accepts us. ... {OHC 351.4}

All heaven is interested in our salvation; and shall we be indifferent? Shall we be careless, as though it was a small
matter whether we are saved or lost? Shall we slight the sacrifice that has been made for us? ... {OHC 351.5}

In the time of peril before us the professed followers of Christ will be tested. None will be able to stand but those who
have had a deep and living experience in the things of God. The work of all will then be tried; if it is gold, silver, and
precious stones, they will be safely shielded, as in the secret of the Lord's pavilion. ... {OHC 351.6}

Only those who are willing to sacrifice all for eternal life will have it; but it will be worth suffering for, worth
crucifying self and sacrificing every idol for. The far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory will outweigh every
earthly treasure and eclipse every earthly attraction. {OHC 351.7}
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Lesson 3 Study Help
July 16th, 2022

Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1, Chapter 31-32, page 179-184
“The Privilege and Duty of the Church & The Shaking”

The following relates to the Battle Creek church, but describes the condition and privileges of brethren
and sisters scattered abroad: {1T 178.2}

I saw that a thick cloud enveloped them, but that a few rays of light from Jesus pierced this cloud. I
looked to see those who received this light, and saw individuals earnestly praying for victory. It was their
study to serve God. Their persevering faith brought them returns. The light of heaven was shed upon them;
but the cloud of darkness over the church in general was thick. They were stupid and sluggish. My agony of
soul was great. I asked the angel if that darkness was necessary. Said he: "Look ye!" I then saw the church
begin to rise, and earnestly plead with God, and rays of light began to penetrate this darkness, and the cloud
was removed. The pure light of heaven shone upon them, and with holy confidence their attention was
attracted upward. Said the angel: "This is their privilege and duty." {I1T 178.3}

Satan has come down in great power, knowing that his time is short. His angels are busy, and a great
share of the people of God suffer themselves to be lulled to sleep by him. The cloud again passed over, and
settled upon the church. I saw that it would be only by earnest effort and persevering prayer that this spell
would be broken. {1T 178.4}

The alarming truths of the word of God had stirred the people of God a little. Now and then they would
make feeble efforts to overcome, but they soon tired and sank back into the same lukewarm state. I saw that
they did not have perseverance and fixed determination. Let the seeker for the salvation of God possess the
same energy and earnestness that he would have for a worldly treasure, and the object would be gained. I
saw that the church may just as well drink of a full cup, as to hold an empty one in the hand or at the
mouth. {1T 179.1}

It is not the plan of God to have some eased and others burdened. Some feel the weight and
responsibility of the cause, and the necessity of their acting that they may gather with Christ and not scatter
abroad. Others go on free from any responsibility, acting as though they had no influence. Such scatter
abroad. God is not partial. All who are made partakers of His salvation here, and who hope to share the
glories of the kingdom hereafter, must gather with Christ. Each must feel that he is responsible for his own
case, and for the influence he exerts over others. If these maintain their Christian walk, Jesus will be in
them the hope of glory, and they will love to speak forth His praise that they may be refreshed. The cause
of their Master will be near and dear to them. It will be their study to advance His cause and to honor it by
holy living. Said the angel: "Every talent God will require with usury." Every Christian must go on from
strength to strength, and employ all his powers in the cause of God. {1T 179.2}

Chap. 32 - The Shaking

November 20, 1857, I was shown the people of God, and saw them mightily shaken. Some, with strong
faith and agonizing cries, were pleading with God. Their countenances were pale, and marked with deep
anxiety, expressive of their internal struggle. Firmness and great earnestness were expressed in their
countenances, while large drops of perspiration fell from their foreheads. Now and then their faces would
light up with the marks of God's approbation, and again the same solemn, earnest, anxious look would
settle upon them. ["BLOW THE TRUMPET IN ZION, SANCTIFY A FAST, CALL A SOLEMN
ASSEMBLY: GATHER THE PEOPLE, SANCTIFY THE CONGREGATION, ASSEMBLE THE
ELDERS. ... LET THE PRIESTS THE MINISTERS OF THE Lord, WEEP BETWEEN THE PORCH
AND THE ALTAR AND LET THEM SAY, SPARE THY PEOPLE, O Lord, AND GIVE NOT THINE
HERITAGE TO REPROACH, THAT THE HEATHEN SHOULD RULE OVER THEM: WHEREFORE
SHOULD THEY SAY AMONG THE PEOPLE, WHERE IS THEIR God?" JOEL 2:15-17.

"SUBMIT YOURSELVES THEREFORE TO God. RESIST THE DEVIL, AND HE WILL FLEE
FROM YOU. DRAW NIGH TO God, AND HE WILL DRAW NIGH TO YOU. CLEANSE YOUR
HANDS, YE SINNERS; AND PURIFY YOUR HEARTS, YE DOUBLE-MINDED. BE AFFLICTED,
AND MOURN, AND WEEP: LET YOUR LAUGHTER BE TURNED TO MOURNING, AND YOUR
JOY TO HEAVINESS. HUMBLE YOURSELVES IN THE SIGHT OF THE Lord, AND HE SHALL
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LIFT YOU UP." JAMES 4:7-10.

"GATHER YOURSELVES TOGETHER, YEA, GATHER TOGETHER, O NATION NOT DESIRED;
BEFORE THE DECREE BRING FORTH, BEFORE THE DAY PASS AS THE CHAFF, BEFORE THE
FIERCE ANGER OF THE Lord COME UPON YOU, BEFORE THE DAY OF THE LORD'S ANGER
COME UPON YOU. SEEK YE THE LORD, ALL YE MEEK OF THE EARTH, WHICH HAVE
WROUGHT HIS JUDGMENT; SEEK RIGHTEOUSNESS, SEEK MEEKNESS: IT MAY BE YE SHALL
BE HID IN THE DAY OF THE LORD'S ANGER." Zephaniah 2:1-3.] {IT 179.3}

Evil angels crowded around them, pressing their darkness upon them, to shut out Jesus from their view,
that their eyes might be drawn to the darkness that surrounded them, and they distrust God and next
murmur against Him. Their only safety was in keeping their eyes directed upward. Angels of God had
charge over His people, and as the poisonous atmosphere from the evil angels was pressed around these
anxious ones, the heavenly angels were continually wafting their wings over them, to scatter the thick
darkness. {1T 180.1}

Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and pleading. They seemed indifferent and
careless. They were not resisting the darkness around them, and it shut them in like a thick cloud. The
angels of God left these, and I saw them hastening to the assistance of those who were struggling with all
their energies to resist the evil angels, and trying to help themselves by calling upon God with
perseverance. But the angels left those who made no effort to help themselves, and I lost sight of them. As
the praying ones continued their earnest cries, a ray of light from Jesus would at times come to them, to
encourage their hearts, and light up their countenances. {I1T 180.2}

I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen, and was shown that it would be caused by the straight
testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon
the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will
not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this will cause a shaking among God's
people. {1T 181.1}

The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the
destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must
work deep repentance, and all that truly receive it will obey it and be purified. {1T 181.2}

Said the angel: "List ye!" Soon I heard a voice that sounded like many musical instruments, all in perfect
strains, sweet and harmonious. It surpassed any music I had ever heard. It seemed to be so full of mercy,
compassion, and elevating, holy joy. It thrilled through my whole being. Said the angel: "Look ye!" My
attention was then turned to the company I had seen, who were mightily shaken. I was shown those whom I
had before seen weeping and praying with agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels around them
had been doubled, and they were clothed with an armor from their head to their feet. They moved in exact
order, firmly, like a company of soldiers. Their countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had
endured, the agonizing struggle they had passed through. Yet their features, marked with severe internal
anguish, now shone with the light and glory of heaven. They had obtained the victory, and it called forth
from them the deepest gratitude, and holy, sacred joy. {1T 181.3}

The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken out, and left by the way. ["I KNOW
THY WORKS, THAT THOU ART NEITHER COLD NOR HOT: I WOULD THOU WERT COLD OR
HOT. SO THEN BECAUSE THOU ART LUKEWARM, AND NEITHER COLD NOR HOT, I WILL
SPEW THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH. BECAUSE THOU SAYEST, I AM RICH, AND INCREASED
WITH GOODS, AND HAVE NEED OF NOTHING; AND KNOWEST NOT THAT THOU ART
WRETCHED, AND MISERABLE, AND POOR, AND BLIND, AND NAKED." REVELATION 3:15-
17.] The careless and indifferent, who did not join with those who prized victory and salvation enough to
perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and they were left behind in darkness, but their
numbers were immediately made up by others taking hold of the truth and coming into the ranks. Still the
evil angels pressed around them, but they could have no power over them. ["FOR WE WRESTLE NOT
AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES, AGAINST POWERS, AGAINST
THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD, AGAINST SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN
HIGH PLACES. [OR, "WICKED SPIRITS IN HEAVENLY PLACES," AS IN THE MARGIN.]
WHEREFORE TAKE UNTO YOU THE WHOLE ARMOR OF God, THAT YE MAY BE ABLE TO
WITHSTAND IN THE EVIL DAY, AND HAVING DONE ALL, TO STAND. STAND THEREFORE,
HAVING YOUR LOINS GIRT ABOUT WITH TRUTH, AND HAVING ON THE BREASTPLATE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF
PEACE; ABOVE ALL, TAKING THE SHIELD OF FAITH, WHEREWITH YE SHALL BE ABLE TO
QUENCH ALL THE FIERY DARTS OF THE WICKED. AND TAKE THE HELMET OF SALVATION,
AND THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE WORD OF God: PRAYING ALWAYS WITH



ALL PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION IN THE SPIRIT, AND WATCHING THEREUNTO WITH ALL
PERSEVERANCE AND SUPPLICATION FOR ALL SAINTS." EPHESIANS 6:12-18.] {1T 182.1}

I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth in great power. It had effect. I saw those who
had been bound; some wives had been bound by their husbands, and some children had been bound by their
parents. The honest who had been held or prevented from hearing the truth, now eagerly laid hold of it. All
fear of their relatives was gone. The truth alone was exalted to them. It was dearer and more precious than
life. They had been hungering and thirsting for truth. I asked what had made this great change. An angel
answered: "It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third
angel." {1T 182.2}

Great power was with these chosen ones. Said the angel: "Look ye!" My attention was turned to the
wicked, or unbelievers. They were all astir. The zeal and power with the people of God had aroused and
enraged them. Confusion, confusion was on every side. I saw measures taken against this company, who
had the power and light of God. Darkness thickened around them, yet there they stood, approved of God,
and trusting in Him. I saw them perplexed. Next I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Through the day
and night their cry ceased not. ["AND SHALL NOT God AVENGE HIS OWN ELECT, WHICH CRY
DAY AND NIGHT UNTO HIM, THOUGH HE BEAR LONG WITH THEM? I TELL YOU THAT HE
WILL AVENGE THEM SPEEDILY. NEVERTHELESS WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH, SHALL
HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?" LUKE 18:7, 8. SEE ALSO REVELATION 14:14, 15.] I heard these
words: "Thy will, O God, be done! If it can glorify Thy name, make a way of escape for Thy people!
Deliver us from the heathen round about us! They have appointed us unto death; but Thine arm can bring
salvation." These are all the words that I can bring to mind. All seemed to have a deep sense of their
unworthiness, and manifested entire submission to the will of God. Yet like Jacob, every one, without an
exception, was earnestly pleading and wrestling for deliverance. {I1T 183.1}

Soon after they had commenced their earnest cry, the angels, in sympathy, would have gone to their
deliverance. But a tall, commanding angel suffered them not. Said he: "The will of God is not yet fulfilled.
They must drink of the cup. They must be baptized with the baptism." {1T 183.2}

Soon I heard the voice of God which shook the heavens and the earth. ["THE LORD ALSO SHALL
ROAR OUT OF ZION, AND UTTER HIS VOICE FROM JERUSALEM; AND THE HEAVENS AND
THE EARTH SHALL SHAKE: BUT THE LORD WILL BE THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE, AND THE
STRENGTH OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL." JOEL 3:16. SEE ALSO HEBREWS 12:26;
REVELATION 6:17.] There was a mighty earthquake. Buildings were shaken down, and fell on every side.
I then heard a triumphant shout of victory, loud, musical, and clear. I looked upon this company, who, a
short time before, were in such distress and bondage. Their captivity was turned. A glorious light shone
upon them. How beautiful they then looked! All weariness and marks of care were gone; health and beauty
were seen in every countenance. Their enemies, the heathen around them, fell like dead men. They could
not endure the light that shone upon the delivered, holy ones. This light and glory remained upon them until
Jesus was seen in the clouds of heaven, and the faithful, tried company were changed in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, from glory to glory. The graves were opened and the saints came forth, clothed with
immortality, crying: "Victory over death and the grave!" and together with the living saints they were
caught up to meet their Lord in the air, while rich, musical shouts of glory and victory proceeded from
every immortal tongue. {1T 184.1}
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Lesson 4 Study Help
July 23rd, 2022

Selected Messages, Book 1, Chapter 16, page 121-128
“Calls for Revival”

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first
work. There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow His
blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is more willing to give His Holy
Spirit to them that ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by
confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has promised to grant
us His blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer. While the people are so destitute of God's Holy
spirit, they cannot appreciate the preaching of the Word; but when the Spirit's power touches their hearts, then the
discourses given will not be without effect. Guided by the teachings of God's Word, with the manifestation of His Spirit,
in the exercise of sound discretion, those who attend our meetings will gain a precious experience, and returning home,
will be prepared to exert a healthful influence. {ISM 121.1}

The old standard bearers knew what it was to wrestle with God in prayer, and to enjoy the outpouring of His Spirit.
But these are passing off from the stage of action; and who are coming up to fill their places? How is it with the rising
generation? Are they converted to God? Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly sanctuary, or are we
waiting for some compelling power to come upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to see the whole
church revived? That time will never come. {ISM 122.1}

There are persons in the church who are not converted, and who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must
enter upon the work individually. We must pray more, and talk less. Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught not
to be satisfied with a form of godliness without the spirit and power. If we are intent upon searching our own hearts,
putting away our sins, and correcting our evil tendencies, our souls will not be lifted up unto vanity; we shall be
distrustful of ourselves, having an abiding sense that our sufficiency is of God. {ISM 122.2}

We have far more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to strength and success are far greater from
the church itself than from the world. Unbelievers have a right to expect that those who profess to be keeping the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, will do more than any other class to promote and honor, by their
consistent lives, by their godly example and their active influence, the cause which they represent. But how often have
the professed advocates of the truth proved the greatest obstacle to its advancement! The unbelief indulged, the doubts
expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil angels, and open the way for the accomplishment of
Satan's devices. {1SM 122.3}

Opening the Door to the Adversary

The adversary of souls is not permitted to read the thoughts of men; but he is a keen observer, and he marks the
words; he takes account of actions, and skillfully adapts his temptations to meet the cases of those who place themselves
in his power. If we would labor to repress sinful thoughts and feelings, giving them no expression in words or actions,
Satan would be defeated; for he could not prepare his specious temptations to meet the case. {1SM 122.4}

But how often do professed Christians, by their lack of self-control, open the door to the adversary of souls!
Divisions, and even bitter dissensions which would disgrace any worldly community, are common in the churches,
because there is so little effort to control wrong feelings, and to repress every word that Satan can take advantage of. As
soon as an alienation of feeling arises, the matter is spread before Satan for his inspection, and the opportunity given for
him to use his serpentlike wisdom and skill in dividing and destroying the church. There is great loss in every
dissension. Personal friends of both parties take sides with their respective favorites, and thus the breach is widened. A
house divided against itself cannot stand. Criminations and recriminations are engendered and multiplied. Satan and his
angels are actively at work to secure a harvest from seed thus sown. {1SM 123.1}

Worldlings look on, and jeeringly exclaim, "Behold how these Christians hate one another! If this is religion, we do
not want it." And they look upon themselves and their irreligious characters with great satisfaction. Thus they are
confirmed in their impenitence, and Satan exults at his success. {I1SM 123.2}

The great deceiver has prepared his wiles for every soul that is not braced for trial and guarded by constant prayer
and living faith. As ministers, as Christians, we must work to take the stumbling blocks out of the way. We must remove
every obstacle. Let us confess and forsake every sin, that the way of the Lord may be prepared, that He may come into
our assemblies and impart His rich grace. The world, the flesh, and the devil must be overcome. {1SM 123.3}

We cannot prepare the way by gaining the friendship of the world, which is enmity with God; but by His help we can
break its seductive influence upon ourselves and upon others. We cannot individually or as a body secure
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ourselves from the constant temptations of a relentless and determined foe; but in the strength of Jesus we can resist
them. {ISM 123.4}

From every member of the church a steady light may shine forth before the world, so that they shall not be led to
inquire, What do these people more than others? There can be and must be a withdrawal from conformity to the world, a
shunning of all appearance of evil, so that no occasion shall be given for gainsayers. We cannot escape reproach; it will
come; but we should be very careful that we are not reproached for our own sins or follies, but for Christ's sake. {ISM
124.1}

There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance,
so that the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church and an impenitent congregation. If Satan had his way,
there would never be another awakening, great or small, to the end of time. But we are not ignorant of his devices. It is
possible to resist his power. When the way is prepared for the Spirit of God, the blessing will come. Satan can no more
hinder a shower of blessing from descending upon God's people than he can close the windows of heaven that rain
cannot come upon the earth. Wicked men and devils cannot hinder the work of God, or shut out His presence from the
assemblies of His people, if they will, with subdued, contrite hearts, confess and put away their sins, and in faith claim
His promises. Every temptation, every opposing influence, whether open or secret, may be successfully resisted, "not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" (Zechariah 4:6). {ISM 124.2}

We Are in the Day of Atonement

We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins are, by confession and repentance, to go beforehand to
judgment. God does not now accept a tame, spiritless testimony from His ministers. Such a testimony would not be
present truth. The message for this time must be meat in due season to feed the church of God. But Satan has been
seeking gradually to rob this message of its power, that the people may not be prepared to stand in the day of the Lord.
{1SM 124.3}

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, to begin the work of the
investigative judgment. The cases of the righteous dead have been passing in review before God. When that work shall
be completed, judgment is to be pronounced upon the living. How precious, how important are these solemn moments!
Each of us has a case pending in the court of heaven. We are individually to be judged according to the deeds done in
the body. In the typical service, when the work of atonement was performed by the high priest in the most holy place of
the earthly sanctuary, the people were required to afflict their souls before God, and confess their sins, that they might be
atoned for and blotted out. Will any less be required of us in this antitypical day of atonement, when Christ in the
sanctuary above is pleading in behalf of His people, and the final, irrevocable decision is to be pronounced upon every
case? {ISM 125.1}

What is our condition in this fearful and solemn time? Alas, what pride is prevailing in the church, what hypocrisy,
what deception, what love of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what desire for the supremacy! All these sins have
clouded the mind, so that eternal things have not been discerned. Shall we not search the Scriptures, that we may know
where we are in this world's history? Shall we not become intelligent in regard to the work that is being accomplished
for us at this time, and the position that we as sinners should occupy while this work of atonement is going forward? If
we have any regard for our souls' salvation, we must make a decided change. We must seek the Lord with true
penitence; we must with deep contrition of soul confess our sins, that they may be blotted out. {1SM 125.2}

We must no longer remain upon the enchanted ground. We are fast approaching the close of our probation. Let every
soul inquire, How do I stand before God? We know not how soon our names may be taken into the lips of Christ, and
our cases be finally decided. What, oh, what will these decisions be! Shall we be counted with the righteous, or shall we
be numbered with the wicked? {1SM 125.3}

The Church to Arise and Repent

Let the church arise, and repent of her backslidings before God. Let the watchmen awake, and give the trumpet a
certain sound. It is a definite warning that we have to proclaim. God commands His servants, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift
up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins" (Isaiah 58:1). The
attention of the people must be gained; unless this can be done, all effort is useless; though an angel from heaven should
come down and speak to them, his words would do no more good than if he were speaking into the cold ear of death.
{ISM 126.1}

The church must arouse to action. The Spirit of God can never come in until she prepares the way. There should be
earnest searching of heart. There should be united, persevering prayer, and through faith a claiming of the promises of
God. There should be, not a clothing of the body with sackcloth, as in ancient times, but a deep humiliation of soul. We
have not the first reason for self-congratulation and self-exaltation. We should humble ourselves under the mighty hand
of God. He will appear to comfort and bless the true seekers. {1SM 126.2}

The work is before us; will we engage in it? We must work fast, we must go steadily forward. We must be preparing
for the great day of the Lord. We have no time to lose, no time to be engaged in selfish purposes. The world is to be

Hope International—3" Quarter Study




Index

warned. What are we doing as individuals to bring the light before others? God has left to every man his work; every one
has a part to act, and we cannot neglect this work except at the peril of our souls. {1SM 126.3}

O my brethren, will you grieve the Holy Spirit, and cause it to depart? Will you shut out the blessed Saviour, because
you are unprepared for His presence? Will you leave souls to perish without the knowledge of the truth, because you
love your ease too well to bear the burden that Jesus bore for you? Let us awake out of sleep. "Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8).--The
Review and Herald, March 22, 1887. {ISM 126.4}

Reformation Accompanies Revival

In many hearts there seems to be scarcely a breath of spiritual life. This makes me very sad. I fear that aggressive
warfare against the world, the flesh, and the devil has not been maintained. Shall we cheer on, by a half-dead
Christianity, the selfish, covetous spirit of the world, sharing its ungodliness and smiling on its falsehood?--Nay! By the
grace of God let us be steadfast to the principles of truth, holding firm to the end the beginning of our confidence. We
are to be "not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord" (Romans 12:11). One is our Master, even Christ.
To Him we are to look. From Him we are to receive our wisdom. By His grace we are to preserve our integrity, standing
before God in meekness and contrition, and representing Him to the world. {1SM 127.1}

Sermons have been in great demand in our churches. The members have depended upon pulpit declamations instead
of on the Holy Spirit. Uncalled for and unused, the spiritual gifts bestowed on them have dwindled into feebleness. If the
ministers would go forth into new fields, the members would be obliged to bear responsibilities, and by use their
capabilities would increase. {ISM 127.2}

God brings against ministers and people the heavy charge of spiritual feebleness, saying, "I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see" (Revelation 3:15-18). God calls for a spiritual
revival and a spiritual reformation. Unless this takes place, those who are lukewarm will continue to grow more
abhorrent to the Lord, until He will refuse to acknowledge them as His children. {1SM 127.3}

A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are
two different things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a
resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and
practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the
Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend.--The Review and
Herald, Feb. 25, 1902.

- {ISM 128.1}

Simple Agencies Will Be Used

Representations have been made to me, showing that the Lord will carry out His plans through a variety of ways and
instruments. It is not alone the most talented, not alone those who hold high positions of trust, or are the most highly
educated from a worldly point of view, whom the Lord uses to do His grand and holy work of soulsaving. He will use
simple means; He will use many who have had few advantages to help in carrying forward His work. He will, by the use
of simple means, bring those who possess property and lands to a belief of the truth, and these will be influenced to
become the Lord's helping hand in the advancement of His work.--Letter 62, 1909. {1SM 128.2}




Lesson 5 Study Help
July 30th, 2022

The Acts of the Apostles, Chapters 5, page 52-56
“The Gift of the Spirit”

The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them.
Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the
acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human
understanding, silence is golden. {AA 52.1}

The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: "When He is come, He will reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." John 16:8. It is the Holy Spirit that convicts of sin. If the sinner
responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will be brought to repentance and aroused to the importance of
obeying the divine requirements. {AA 52.2}

To the repentant sinner, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, the Holy Spirit reveals the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world. "He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you," Christ said. "He shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." John 16:14; 14:26. {AA 52.3}

The Spirit is given as a regenerating agency, to make effectual the salvation wrought by the death of our Redeemer.
The Spirit is constantly seeking to draw the attention of men to the great offering that was made on the cross of Calvary,
to unfold to the world the love of God, and to open to the convicted soul the precious things of the Scriptures. {AA
52.4}

Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the standard of righteousness, the Holy Spirit
withdraws the affections from the things of this earth and fills the soul with a desire for holiness. "He will guide you into
all truth" (John 16:13), the Saviour declared. If men are willing to be molded, there will be brought about a sanctification
of the whole being. The Spirit will take the things of God and stamp them on the soul. By His power the way of life will
be made so plain that none need err therein. {AA 52.5}

From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human instrumentalities for the
accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives of the patriarchs. To the
church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His "good Spirit to instruct them." Nehemiah 9:20. And in
the days of the apostles He wrought mightily for His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same power that
sustained the patriarchs, that gave Caleb and Joshua faith and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church
effective, has upheld God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the power of the Holy Spirit that
during the Dark Ages the Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way for the Reformation. It was the same power
that made successful the efforts of the noble men and women who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern
missions and for the translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations and peoples. {AA 53.1}

And today God is still using His church to make known His purpose in the earth. Today the heralds of the cross are
going from city to city, and from land to land, preparing the way for the second advent of Christ. The standard of God's
law is being exalted. The Spirit of the Almighty is moving upon men's hearts, and those who respond to its influence
become witnesses for God and His truth. In many places consecrated men and women may be seen communicating to
others the light that has made plain to them the way of salvation through Christ. And as they continue to let their light
shine, as did those who were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, they receive more and still more of the
Spirit's power. Thus the earth is to be lightened with the glory of God. {AA 53.2}

On the other hand, there are some who, instead of wisely improving present opportunities, are idly waiting for some
special season of spiritual refreshing by which their ability to enlighten others will be greatly increased. They neglect
present duties and privileges, and allow their light to burn dim, while they look forward to a time when, without any
effort on their part, they will be made the recipients of special blessing, by which they will be transformed and fitted for
service. {AA 54.1}

It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the earnest efforts put forth by
consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor.
Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets
foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring of the Spirit in the
days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or
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former, rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church.
{AA 54.2}

But near the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare the church for the
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coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the falling of the latter rain; and it is for this added
power that Christians are to send their petitions to the Lord of the harvest "in the time of the latter rain." In response,
"the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain." "He will cause to come down . . . the rain, the
former rain, and the latter rain," Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23. {AA 55.1}

But unless the members of God's church today have a living connection with the Source of all spiritual growth, they
will not be ready for the time of reaping. Unless they keep their lamps trimmed and burning, they will fail of receiving
added grace in times of special need. {AA 55.2}

Those only who are constantly receiving fresh supplies of grace, will have power proportionate to their daily need
and their ability to use that power. Instead of looking forward to some future time when, through a special endowment of
spiritual power, they will receive a miraculous fitting up for soul winning, they are yielding themselves daily to God,
that He may make them vessels meet for His use. Daily they are improving the opportunities for service that lie within
their reach. Daily they are witnessing for the Master wherever they may be, whether in some humble sphere of labor in
the home, or in a public field of usefulness. {AA 55.3}

To the consecrated worker there is wonderful consolation in the knowledge that even Christ during His life on earth
sought His Father daily for fresh supplies of needed grace; and from this communion with God He went forth to
strengthen and bless others. Behold the Son of God bowed in prayer to His Father! Though He is the Son of God, He
strengthens His faith by prayer, and by communion with heaven gathers to Himself power to resist evil and to minister
to the needs of men. As the Elder Brother of our race He knows the necessities of those who, compassed with infirmity
and living in a world of sin and temptation, still desire to serve Him. He knows that the messengers whom He sees fit to
send are weak, erring men; but to all who give themselves wholly to His service He promises divine aid. His own
example is an assurance that earnest, persevering supplication to God in faith--faith that leads to entire dependence upon
God, and unreserved consecration to His work--will avail to bring to men the Holy Spirit's aid in the battle against sin.
{AA 56.1}

Every worker who follows the example of Christ will be prepared to receive and use the power that God has
promised to His church for the ripening of earth's harvest. Morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel kneel before
the Lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him, He will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving,
sanctifying power. As they go forth to the day's duties, they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit
enables them to be "laborers together with God." {AA 56.2}
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Lesson 6 Study Help
August 6th, 2022

Early Writings, page 36-38
“The Sealing”

At the commencement of the holy Sabbath, January 5, 1849, we engaged in prayer with Brother Belden's family at
Rocky Hill, Connecticut, and the Holy Ghost fell upon us. I was taken off in vision to the most holy place, where I saw
Jesus still interceding for Israel. On the bottom of His garment was a bell and a pomegranate. Then I saw that Jesus
would not leave the most holy place until every case was decided either for salvation or destruction, and that the wrath
of God could not come until Jesus had finished His work in the most holy place, laid off His priestly attire, and clothed
Himself with the garments of vengeance. Then Jesus will step out from between the Father and man, and God will keep
silence no longer, but pour out His wrath on those who have rejected His truth. I saw that the anger of the nations, the
wrath of God, and the time to judge the dead were separate and distinct, one following the other, also that Michael had
not stood up, and that the time of trouble, such as never was, had not yet commenced. The nations are now getting
angry, but when our High Priest has finished His work in the sanctuary, He will stand up, put on the garments of
vengeance, and then the seven last plagues will be poured out. {EW 36.1}

I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come
the seven last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the
judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went
forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's trouble.
Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God. The 144,000 triumphed.
Their faces were lighted up with the glory of God. Then I was shown a company who were howling in agony. On their
garments was written in large characters, "Thou art weighed in the balance, and found wanting." I asked who this
company were. The angel said, "These are they who have once kept the Sabbath and have given it up." I heard them cry
with a loud voice, "We have believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy." And while they were speaking, their
eyes would fall upon their garments and see the writing, and then they would wail aloud. I saw that they had drunk of
the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet--trodden the Sabbath underfoot-- and that was why they were
weighed in the balance and found wanting. {EW 36.2}

Then my attending angel directed me to the city again, where I saw four angels winging their way to the gate of the
city. They were just presenting the golden card to the angel at the gate when I saw another angel flying swiftly from the
direction of the most excellent glory, and crying with a loud voice to the other angels, and waving something up and
down in his hand. I asked my attending angel for an explanation of what I saw. He told me that I could see no more then,
but he would shortly show me what those things that I then saw meant. {EW 37.1}

Sabbath afternoon one of our number was sick, and requested prayers that he might be healed. We all united in
applying to the Physician who never lost a case, and while healing power came down, and the sick was healed, the Spirit
fell upon me, and I was taken off in vision. {EW 37.2}

I saw four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and were on their way to accomplish it. Jesus was clothed with
priestly garments. He gazed in pity on the remnant, then raised His hands, and with a voice of deep pity cried, "My
blood, Father, My blood, My blood, My blood!" Then I saw an exceeding bright light come from God, who sat upon the
great white throne, and was shed all about Jesus. Then I saw an angel with a commission from Jesus, swiftly flying to
the four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and waving something up and down in his hand, and crying with a
loud voice, "Hold! Hold! Hold! Hold! until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads." {EW 38.1}

I asked my accompanying angel the meaning of what I heard, and what the four angels were about to do. He said to
me that it was God that restrained the powers, and that He gave His angels charge over things on the earth; that the four
angels had power from God to hold the four winds, and that they were about to let them go; but while their hands were
loosening, and the four winds were about to blow, the merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant that were not sealed,
and He raised His hands to the Father and pleaded with Him that He had spilled His blood for them. Then another angel
was commissioned to fly swiftly to the four angels and bid them hold, until the servants of God were sealed with the seal
of the living God in their foreheads (39) {EW 38.2}
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Lesson 7 Study Help
August 13th, 2022

Gospel Workers, Chapters 7, page 284-289
“Helps in Gospel Work”

The Holy Spirit

"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come," "He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment." [John 16:13, 8.] {GW 284.1}

The preaching of the word is of no avail without the presence and aid of the Holy Spirit; for this Spirit is the only
effectual teacher of divine truth. Only when the truth is accompanied to the heart by the Spirit, will it quicken the
conscience or transform the life. A minister may be able to present the letter of the word of God; he may be familiar with
all its commands and promises; but his sowing of the gospel seed will not be successful unless this seed is quickened
into life by the dew of heaven. Without the co-operation of the Spirit of God, no amount of education, no advantages,
however great, can make one a channel of light. Before one book of the New Testament had been written, before one
gospel sermon had been preached after Christ's ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon the praying disciples. Then the
testimony of their enemies was, "Ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine." [Acts 5:28.] {GW 284.2}

God's Promises Subject to Conditions

Christ promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church and the promise belongs as much to us as to the first
disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who profess to believe and claim the
Lord's promises; they talk about Christ and the Holy Spirit; yet they receive no benefit, because they do not surrender
their souls to the guidance and control of divine agencies. {GW 284.3}

We cannot use the Holy Spirit; the Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit, God works in His people "to will and to do
of His good pleasure." [Philippians 2:13.] But many will not submit to be led. They want to manage themselves. This is
why they do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance and
grace, is the Spirit given. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is given
according to the riches of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive.
{GW 285.1}

The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of Christ. Those only who are thus taught of God, those
only who possess the inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is manifested, can stand as true
representatives of the Saviour. {GW 285.2}

The Holy Spirit as an Educator

God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if they will yield themselves to Him. The Spirit of
God, received into the soul, quickens all its faculties. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the mind that is devoted
unreservedly to God, develops harmoniously, and is strengthened to comprehend and fulfil the requirements of God. The
weak, vacillating character becomes changed to one of strength and steadfastness. Continual devotion establishes so
close a relation between Jesus and His disciples that the Christian becomes like his Master in character. He has clearer,
broader views. His discernment is more penetrative, his judgment better balanced. So quickened is he by the life-giving
power of the Sun of Righteousness, that he is enabled to bear much fruit to the glory of God. {GW 285.3}

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit should abide with those who wrestle for victory over sin, to demonstrate the
power of divine might by endowing the human agent with supernatural strength and instructing the ignorant in the
mysteries of the kingdom of God. Of what avail would it be to us that the only begotten Son of God humbled Himself,
endured the temptations of the wily foe, and died, the just for the unjust, if the Spirit had not been given as a constant,
working, regenerating agent, to make effectual in each individual case what has been wrought out by the world's
Redeemer? {GW 286.1}

The Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to exalt the Lord alone, and guided the pens of the sacred historians, that the
record of the words and works of Christ might be given to the world. Today this Spirit is constantly at work, seeking to
draw the attention of men to the great sacrifice made upon the cross of Calvary, to unfold to the world the love of God to
man, and to open to the convicted soul the promises of the Scriptures. {GW 286.2}

It is the Spirit that causes to shine into darkened minds the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness; that makes
men's hearts burn within them with an awakened realization of the truths of eternity; that presents before the mind the
great standard of righteousness, and convinces of sin; that inspires faith in Him who alone can save from sin; that works
to transform character by withdrawing the affections of men from those things which are temporal and perishable, and
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1xing them upon the eternal inheritance. The Spirit recreates, refines, and sanctifies human beings, fitting them to
become members of the royal family, children of the heavenly King. {GW 286.3}

Effect of Receiving the Spirit

When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out of the soul, the vacuum is filled by the inflowing
of the Spirit of Christ. Such a one has the faith that purifies the soul from defilement. He is conformed to the Spirit, and
he minds the things of the Spirit. He has no confidence in self. Christ is all and in all. He receives with meekness the
truth that is constantly being unfolded, and gives the Lord all the glory, saying, "God hath revealed them unto us by His
Spirit." "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God." [1 Corinthians 2:10, 12.] {GW 287.1}

The Spirit that reveals, also works in him the fruits of righteousness. Christ is in him, "a well of water springing up
into everlasting life." [John 4:14.] He is a branch of the True Vine, and bears rich clusters of fruit to the glory of God.
What is the character of the fruit borne?--The fruit of the Spirit is "love," not hatred; "joy," not discontent and mourning;
"peace," not irritation, anxiety, and manufactured trials. It is "long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance." [Galatians 5:22, 23.] {GW 287.2}

Those who have this Spirit are earnest workers together with God; the heavenly intelligences co-operate with them,
and they go weighted with the spirit of the message that they bear. They speak words of solid sense, and from the
treasury of the heart bring forth pure, sacred things, after the example of Christ. {GW 288.1}

The message that we have to bear is not one that we need cringe to declare. Its advocates are not to seek to cover it, to
conceal its origin and purpose. As those who have made solemn vows to God, and who have been commissioned as the
messengers of Christ, as stewards of the mysteries of grace, we are under obligation to declare faithfully the whole
counsel of God. {GW 288.2}

We are not to make less prominent the special truths that have separated us from the world, and made us what we are;
for they are fraught with eternal interests. God has given us light in regard to the things that are now taking place, and
with pen and voice we are to proclaim the truth to the world. But it is the life of Christ in the soul, it is the active
principle of love imparted by the Holy Spirit, that alone will make our words fruitful. The love of Christ is the force and
power of every message for God that ever fell from human lips. {GW 288.3}

Nearing the End

Day after day is passing into eternity, bringing us nearer to the close of probation. As never before we must pray for
the Holy Spirit to be more abundantly bestowed upon us, and we must look for its sanctifying influence to come upon
the workers, that those for whom they labor may know that they have been with Jesus and have learned of Him. {GW
288.4}

We need spiritual eyesight, that we may see the designs of the enemy, and as faithful watchmen proclaim the danger.
We need power from above, that we may understand, as far as the human mind can, the great themes of Christianity and
their far-reaching principles. {GW 289.1}

Those who are under the influence of the Spirit of God will not be fanatical, but calm and steadfast, free from
extravagance in thought, word, or deed. Amid the confusion of delusive doctrines, the Spirit of God will be a guide and
a shield to those who have not resisted the evidences of truth, silencing every other voice but that which comes from
Him who is the truth. {GW 289.2}

We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive character is accepted and believed, while truth is
discarded. The Lord will hold both ministers and people responsible for the light shining upon them. He calls upon us to
work diligently in gathering up the jewels of truth, and placing them in the framework of the gospel. In all their divine
beauty they are to shine forth in the moral darkness of the world. This cannot be accomplished without the aid of the
Holy Spirit, but with this aid we can do all things. When we are endowed with the Spirit, we take hold by faith of
infinite power. There is nothing lost of that which comes from God. The Saviour of the world sends His messages to the
soul, that the darkness of error may be dispelled. The work of the Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source that
power and efficiency come to the worker for God. {GW 289.3}
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Lesson 8 Study Help
August 20th, 2022

The Faith I Live By, Chapters 11, page 333
“Facing The Final Test”

November 23rd
The Early Rain of God's Spirit

Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath given you the former rain
moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. Joel
2:23. {FLB 333.1}

Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew
prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring of the
Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former, rain, and glorious was the result. . . . But near
the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare the church for the coming of the
Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the falling of the latter rain. {FLB 333.2}

The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the coming of the
Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the

early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection. . .. {FLB 333.3}
There must be a constant development of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience. . .. {FLB
333.4}

Every individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement, and cleansed for the
indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves
to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The same work,
only in greater degree, must be done now. ... {FLB 333.5}

There must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they
have, will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we
shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but
we shall not discern or receive it. {FLB 333.6}




Index

Lesson 9 Study Help
August 27th, 2022

Testimonies to Ministers & Gospel Workers, Chapters 18, page 506-512
“Vital Principles of Relationship”

Pray for the Latter Rain
[REVIEW AND HERALD, MARCH 2, 1897.]

"Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of
rain." "He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain." In the East the former rain falls
at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers,
the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain and prepares it for the
sickle. The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are
given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from
one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of
God's grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We
are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ. {TM 506.1}

The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the coming of the
Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the
early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection. {TM 506.2}

There is to be "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." There must be a constant development
of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience. This we should seek with intensity of desire, that we
may adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour. {TM 506.3}

Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained all the benefits that God has
thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of
grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that
God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. Every
individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the
indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves
to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work,
only in greater degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord
to perfect the work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete
in Jesus Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to
the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian
virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all
around us, but we shall not discern or receive it. {TM 507.1}

At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that which enables us to make the first start. The
blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to the end. Yet these alone will not suffice. While we cherish
the blessing of the early rain, we must not, on the other hand, lose sight of the fact that without the latter rain, to fill out
the ears and ripen the grain, the harvest will not be ready for the sickle, and the labor of the sower will have been in vain.
Divine grace is needed at the beginning, divine grace at every step of advance, and divine grace alone can complete the
work. There is no place for us to rest in a careless attitude. We must never forget the warnings of Christ, "Watch unto
prayer," "Watch, . . . and pray always." A connection with the divine agency every moment is essential to our progress.
We may have had a measure of the Spirit of God, but by prayer and faith we are continually to seek more of the Spirit. It
will never do to cease our efforts. If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the
former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own door. {TM 507.2}

"Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain." Do not rest satisfied that in the ordinary course of the season,
rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and perfection of the seed rests not with the husbandman. God alone can ripen the
harvest. But man's co-operation is required. God's work for us demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith.
We must seek His favors with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to come to us. We should improve every
opportunity of placing ourselves in the channel of blessing. Christ has said, "Where two or three are gathered together in
My name, there am I in the midst." The convocations of the church, as in camp meetings, the assemblies of the home
church, and all occasions where there is personal labor for souls, are God's appointed opportunities for giving the early
and the latter rain. {TM 508.1}

But let none think that in attending these gatherings, their duty is done. A mere attendance upon all the meetings that
are held will not in itself bring a blessing to the soul. It is not an immutable law that all who attend general gatherings or
local meetings shall receive large supplies from heaven. The circumstances may seem to be favorable for a rich
outpouring of the showers of grace. But God Himself must command the rain to fall. Therefore we should not be remiss
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1n supplication. We are not to trust to the ordinary working of providence. We must pray that God will unseal the
fountain of the water of life. And we must ourselves receive of the living water. Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most
earnestly that now, in the time of the latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us. At every meeting we attend our
prayers should ascend, that at this very time God will impart warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the
Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the perfecting latter
rain. If we pray for the blessing in faith, we shall receive it as God has promised. {TM 508.2}

The continued communication of the Holy Spirit to the church is represented by the prophet Zechariah under another
figure, which contains a wonderful lesson of encouragement for us. The prophet says: "The angel that talked with me
came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, and said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I
have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven
pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: and two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl,
and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are
these, my lord? . . . Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying,
Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. . . . And I answered again, and said unto him,
What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? . . . Then
said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth." {TM 509.1}

From the two olive trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes into the bowl of the candlestick and thence
into the golden lamps that gave light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's presence, His Spirit is
imparted to human instrumentalities that are consecrated to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to
communicate light and power to God's people. It is to receive blessing for us that they stand in God's presence. As the
olive trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the heavenly messengers seek to communicate all that they
receive from God. The whole heavenly treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we receive the blessing, we in
our turn are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light bearer in the world. {TM
510.1}

This is the work that the Lord would have every soul prepared to do at this time, when the four angels are holding the
four winds, that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. There is no time now for self-
pleasing. The lamps of the soul must be trimmed. They must be supplied with the oil of grace. Every precaution must be
taken to prevent spiritual declension, lest the great day of the Lord overtake us as a thief in the night. Every witness for
God is now to work intelligently in the lines which God has appointed. We should daily obtain a deep and living
experience in the work of perfecting Christian character. We should daily receive the holy oil, that we may impart to
others. All may be light bearers to the world if they will. We are to sink self out of sight in Jesus. We are to receive the
word of the Lord in counsel and instruction, and gladly communicate it. There is now need of much prayer. Christ
commands, "Pray without ceasing;" that is, keep the mind uplifted to God, the source of all power and efficiency. {TM
510.2}

We may have long followed the narrow path, but it is not safe to take this as proof that we shall follow it to the end.
If we have walked with God in fellowship of the Spirit, it is because we have sought Him daily by faith. From the two
olive trees the golden oil flowing through the golden pipes has been communicated to us. But those who do not cultivate
the spirit and habit of prayer cannot expect to receive the golden oil of goodness, patience, long-suffering, gentleness,
love. {TM 511.1}

Everyone is to keep himself separate from the world, which is full of iniquity. We are not to walk with God for a
time, and then part from His company and walk in the sparks of our own kindling. There must be a firm continuance, a
perseverance in acts of faith. We are to praise God; to show forth His glory in a righteous character. No one of us will
gain the victory without persevering, untiring effort, proportionate to the value of the object which we seek, even eternal
life. {TM 511.2}

The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ask for
His blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion. To us is committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work
of revealing Christ to those who are in darkness. We are called to proclaim the special truths for this time. For all this the
outpouring of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expects us to ask Him. We have not been
wholehearted in this work. {TM 511.3}

What can I say to my brethren in the name of the Lord? What proportion of our efforts has been made in accordance
with the light the Lord has been pleased to give? We cannot depend upon form or external machinery. What we need is
the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit of God. "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts." Pray without ceasing, and watch by working in accordance with your prayers. As you pray, believe, trust in God.
It is the time of the latter rain, when the Lord will give largely of His Spirit. Be fervent in prayer, and watch in the Spirit.

- {TM 512.1}

How shall we follow Him to learn of Him who is our Teacher? We can search His word, and become acquainted with
His life and works. His words we are to receive as bread for our souls. In every sphere where man shall be placed, the
Lord Jesus has left us His footprints. We do well to follow Him. The Spirit by which He spake, we must cherish; we are
to present the truth as it is in Jesus. We are to follow Him especially in heart purity, in love. Self must be hid with Christ
in God; then when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we also shall appear with Him in glory.-- Special Testimonies to
Ministers and Workers (Series A, No. 9, 1897), page 58. {TM 512.2}
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Lesson 10 Study Help
September 3rd, 2022

Testimonies to Ministers & Gospel Workers, Chapters 2, page 91-98
“Faithful Earnest Warnings”

[THE ARTICLES IN THIS SECTION ARE FROM SPECIAL TESTIMONY TO BATTLE CREEK CHURCH
(1896). THIS ARTICLE, PAGES 3-18.]

I call upon God's people to open their eyes. When you sanction or carry out the decisions of men who, as you know,
are not in harmony with truth and righteousness, you weaken your own faith and lose your relish for communion with
God. You seem to hear the voice which was addressed to Joshua: "Wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath
sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. . . . There is an accursed thing in the
midst of thee, O Israel." "Neither will I be with you anymore, except ye destroy the accursed from among you." Christ
declares, "He that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad." {TM 91.1}

The Message of Justification by Faith

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. [SEE
APPENDIX.] This message was to bring more prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. It presented justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the
righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God. Many had lost sight of
Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed to His divine person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human
family. All power is given into His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless gift of His
own righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the message that God commanded to be given to the world. It is
the third angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in
a large measure. {TM 91.2}

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious work as the Lamb slain, sitting upon the throne, to dispense the
priceless covenant blessings, the benefits He died to purchase for every soul who should believe on Him. John could not
express that love in words; it was too deep, too broad; he calls upon the human family to behold it. Christ is pleading for
the church in the heavenly courts above, pleading for those for whom He paid the redemption price of His own
lifeblood. Centuries, ages, can never diminish the efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. The message of the gospel of His
grace was to be given to the church in clear and distinct lines, that the world should no longer say that Seventh-day
Adventists talk the law, the law, but do not teach or believe Christ. {TM 92.1}

The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented to the people with freshness and power, that their faith might
lay hold upon its merits. As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant cloud of
incense ascended before God, so while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood, our prayers
are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour's character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are
ever to bear in mind that there is One that can take away sin and save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged before God
with a contrite heart, He will remove. This faith is the life of the church. As the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness
by Moses, and all that had been bitten by the fiery serpents were bidden to look and live, so also the Son of man must be
lifted up, that "whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." {TM 92.2}

Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, and by faith to accept the merits which it is his
privilege to claim, the sinner can no more be saved than Peter could walk upon the water unless he kept his eyes fixed
steadily upon Jesus. Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose to eclipse the view of Jesus and lead men to look to
man, and trust to man, and be educated to expect help from man. For years the church has been looking to man and
expecting much from man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered. Therefore God gave
to His servants a testimony that presented the truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third angel's message, in clear, distinct
lines. John's words are to be sounded by God's people, that all may discern the light and walk in the light: "He that
cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from heaven
is above all. And what He hath seen and heard, that He testifieth; and no man receiveth His testimony. He that hath
received His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His hand. He
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him." {TM 93.1}

This is the testimony that must go throughout the length and breadth of the world. It presents the law and the gospel,
binding up the two in a perfect whole. (See Romans 5 and 1 John 3:9 to the close of the chapter.) These precious
scriptures will be impressed upon every heart that is opened to receive them. "The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple"--those who are contrite in heart. "As many as received Him, to them gave He
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power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name." These have not a mere nominal faith, a
theory of truth, a legal religion, but they believe to a purpose, appropriating to themselves the richest gifts of God. They
plead for the gift, that they may give to others. They can say, "Of His fullness have all we received, and grace for
grace." {TM 94.1}

"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to
love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is
perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit." {TM
94.2}%

God's Message for the Present Time

This is the very work which the Lord designs that the message He has given His servants shall perform in the heart
and mind of every human agent. It is the perpetual life of the church to love God supremely and to love others as they
love themselves. There was but little love for God or man, and God gave to His messengers just what the people needed.
Those who received the message were greatly blessed, for they saw the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and life
and hope sprang up in their hearts. They were beholding Christ. "Fear not," is His everlasting assurance; "I am He that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore." "Because I live, ye shall live also." The blood of the spotless
Lamb of God the believers apply to their own hearts. Looking upon the great Antitype, we can say, "It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." The Sun
of Righteousness shines into our hearts to give the knowledge of the glory of Jesus Christ. Of the Holy Spirit's office He
says, "He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you." The psalmist prays, "Purge me
with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. . . . Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore
unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and
sinners shall be converted unto Thee." {TM 95.1}

The Lord would have these grand themes studied in our churches, and if every church member shall give entrance to
the word of God, it will give light and understanding to the simple. "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and
stay upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your
fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of Mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow." (See Isaiah
29:13-16, 18-21.) "Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in
his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and
knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these
things I delight, saith the Lord." {TM 95.2}

Never was there a time when the Lord would manifest His great grace unto His chosen ones more fully than in these
last days when His law is made void. "The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake; He will magnify the law,
and make it honorable." What does God say in regard to His people? "But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are
all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and
none saith, Restore." (See also Isaiah 43.) These are prophecies that will be fulfilled. {TM 96.1}

Warning Against Despising God's Message

I would speak in warning to those who have stood for years resisting light [SEE APPENDIX.] and cherishing the
spirit of opposition. How long will you hate and despise the messengers of God's righteousness? God has given them
His message. They bear the word of the Lord. There is salvation for you, but only through the merits of Jesus Christ. The
grace of the Holy Spirit has been offered you again and again. Light and power from on high have been shed abundantly
in the midst of you. Here was evidence, that all might discern whom the Lord recognized as His servants. But there are
those who despised the men and the message they bore. They have taunted them with being fanatics, extremists, and
enthusiasts. Let me prophesy unto you: Unless you speedily humble your hearts before God, and confess your sins,
which are many, you will, when it is too late, see that you have been fighting against God. Through the conviction of the
Holy Spirit, no longer unto reformation and pardon, you will see that these men whom you have spoken against have
been as signs in the world, as witnesses for God. Then you would give the whole world if you could redeem the past,
and be just such zealous men, moved by the Spirit of God to lift your voice in solemn warning to the world; and, like
them, to be in principle firm as a rock. Your turning things upside down is known of the Lord. Go on a little longer as
you have gone, in rejection of the light from heaven, and you are lost. "The man that shall be unclean, and shall not
purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation." {TM 96.2}

I have no smooth message to bear to those who have been so long as false guideposts, pointing the wrong way. If you
reject Christ's delegated messengers, you reject Christ. Neglect this great salvation, kept before you for years, despise
this glorious offer of justification through the blood of Christ and sanctification through the cleansing power of the Holy
Spirit, and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.
I entreat you now to humble yourselves and cease your stubborn resistance of light and evidence. Say unto the Lord,
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ine iniquities have separated between me and my God. O Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins from the
book of Thy remembrance. Praise His holy name, there is forgiveness with Him, and you can be converted, transformed.
{TM 97.1}

"For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of
the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" {TM 98.1}

"Let Him That Thinketh He Standeth Take Heed Lest He Fall"

Idolatry of the Children of Israel

"Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual
meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness." The
experience of Israel, referred to in the above words by the apostle, and as recorded in the one hundred fifth and one
hundred sixth psalms, contains lessons of warning that the people of God in these last days especially need to study. I
urge that these chapters be read at least once every week. {TM 98.2}
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Lesson 11 Study Help
September 10th, 2022

Evangelism, Chapter 20, page 697-701
“The Message Triumphant”

When the Message Is Finished.--It [the coming of the Lord] will not tarry past the time that the message is borne to
all nations, tongues, and peoples. Shall we who claim to be students of prophecy forget that God's forbearance to the
wicked is a part of the vast and merciful plan by which He is seeking to compass the salvation of souls?--Review and
Herald, June 18, 1901. {Ev 697.1}

Power for Finishing the Work

Why Many Have Failed in Soul Winning.--Many present the doctrines and theories of our faith; but their presentation
is as salt without savor; for the Holy Spirit is not working through their faithless ministry. They have not opened the
heart to receive the grace of Christ; they know not the operation of the Spirit; they are as meal without leaven; for there
is no working principle in all their labor, and they fail to win souls to Christ. They do not appropriate the righteousness
of Christ; it is a robe unworn by them, a fullness unknown, a fountain untouched.--Review and Herald, Nov. 29, 1892.
{Ev 697.2}

Need of Intensity to Impress Unbelievers.--We need greater earnestness in the cause of Christ. The solemn message
of truth should be given with an intensity that would impress unbelievers that God is working with our efforts, that the
Most High is our living source of strength.--Signs of the Times, Dec. 9, 1886. {Ev 697.3}

When we bring our hearts into unity with Christ, and our lives into harmony with His work, the Spirit that fell on the
disciples on the day of Pentecost will fall on us.--Review and Herald, June 30, 1903. {Ev 697.4}

With the Zeal of the Apostles.--Zeal for the glory of God moved the disciples to bear witness to the truth with mighty
power. Should not this zeal fire our hearts with a longing to tell the story of redeeming love, of Christ and Him
crucified? Should not the power of God be even more mightily revealed today then in the time of the apostles?--Signs of
the Times, Feb. 17, 1914. {Ev 698.1}

The Source of Their Power.--After Christ's ascension, the disciples were gathered together in one place to make
humble supplication to God. And after ten days of heart searching and self-examination, the way was prepared for the
Holy Spirit to enter the cleansed, consecrated soul temples. Every heart was filled with the Spirit, as though God desired
to show His people that it was His prerogative to bless them with the choicest of heaven's blessings. . . . The sword of
the Spirit flashed right and left. Newly edged with power, it pierced even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow. The idolatry that had been mingled with the worship of the people was overthrown. New
territory was added to the kingdom of God. Places that had been barren and desolate sounded forth His praises.--Review
and Herald, June 10, 1902. {Ev 698.2}

They Felt the Burden of Souls.--Notice that it was after the disciples had come into perfect unity, when they were no
longer striving for the highest place, that the Spirit was poured out. They were of one accord. All differences had been
put away. And the testimony borne of them after the Spirit had been given is the same. Mark the word: "The multitude
of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul." The Spirit of Him who died that sinners might live, animated
the entire congregation of believers. {Ev 698.3}

The disciples did not ask for a blessing for themselves. They were weighted with the burden of souls. The gospel was
to be carried to the ends of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was
that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and thousands were converted in a day. --Signs of the Times, Feb. 17, 1914. {Ev
699.1}

An Awakened Church.--When we have entire, wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize
the fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without measure; but this will not be while the largest portion of the church are
not laborers together with God.--Review and Herald, July 21, 1896. {Ev 699.2}

Earth Enlightened.--I saw jets of light shining from cities and villages, and from the high places and the low places of
the earth. God's Word was obeyed, and as a result there were memorials for Him in every city and village. His truth was
proclaimed throughout the world.--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 28, 29. (1909) {Ev 699.3}

Hundreds and thousands were seen visiting families, and opening before them the Word of God. Hearts were
convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genuine conversion was manifest. On every side doors were
thrown open to the proclamation of the truth. The world seemed to be lightened with the heavenly influence.--
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 126. (1909) {Ev 699.4}

Through Humble Instruments.--As the time comes for it [the message of the third angel] to be given with greatest
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power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His
service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men
of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives them. The sins of
Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of enforcing the observances of the church by civil authority, the inroads
of Spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power,--all will be unmasked. By these solemn warnings the
people will be stirred. Thousands upon thousands will listen who have never heard words like these.--The Great
Controversy, p. 606. (1888) {Ev 699.5}

Multitudes Will Join the Armies of the Lord.-- Many . . . will be seen hurrying hither and thither, constrained by the
Spirit of God to bring the light to others. The truth, the Word of God, is as a fire in their bones, filling them with a
burning desire to enlighten those who sit in darkness. Many, even among the uneducated, now proclaim the words of the
Lord. Children are impelled by the Spirit to go forth and declare the message from heaven. The Spirit is poured out upon
all who will yield to its promptings, and, casting off all man's machinery, his binding rules and cautious methods, they
will declare the truth with the might of the Spirit's power. Multitudes will receive the faith and join the armies of the
Lord.--Review and Herald, July 23, 1895. {Ev 700.1}

Thousands of Voices Sound Warning.--Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy
consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the
earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow
the believers. Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Thus the
inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand. {Ev 700.2}

The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments
have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by
missionary workers have exerted their influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully
comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its
clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands which have held them. Family connections, church relations,
are powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against
the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord's side. --The Great Controversy, p. 612. (1888) {Ev 701.1}

The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church is looked forward to as in the future; but it is the privilege of the
church to have it now. Seek for it, pray for it, believe for it. We must have it, and Heaven is waiting to bestow it.--
Review and Herald, March 19, 1895. {Ev 701.2}

The Latter Rain.--Let Christians . . . ask in faith for the promised blessing, and it will come. The outpouring of the
Spirit in the days of the apostles was the former rain, and glorious was the result. But the latter rain will be more
abundant.--Signs of the Times, Feb. 17, 1914. {Ev 701.3}

Present Hour of Opportunity

The Work for Today.--The third angel's message is swelling into a loud cry, and you must not feel at liberty to
neglect the present duty, and still entertain the idea that at some future time you will be the recipients of great blessing,
when without any effort on your part a wonderful revival will take place. . . . Today you are to have your vessel purified,
that it may be ready for the heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for the latter rain will come, and the
blessing of God will fill every soul that is purified from every defilement. It is our work today to yield our souls to
Christ, that we may be fitted for the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord--fitted for the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. . .. {Ev701.4}
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Lesson 12 Study Help
September 17th, 2022

Conflict and Courage, Chapter 62, page 68

“The Time of Jacob’s Trouble”
March 3rd

Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.
Jeremiah 30:7. {CC 68.1}

When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man's behalf, then this time of trouble will begin. Then the case of
every soul will have been decided, and there will be no atoning blood to cleanse from sin. ... {CC 68.2}

Then the restraining Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth. As Jacob was threatened with death by his angry
brother, so the people of God will be in peril from the wicked who are seeking to destroy them. And as the patriarch
wrestled all night for deliverance from the hand of Esau, so the righteous will cry to God day and night for deliverance
from the enemies that surround them. ... {CC 68.3}

When in his distress Jacob laid hold of the Angel, and made supplication with tears, the heavenly Messenger, in order
to try his faith, also reminded him of his sin, and endeavored to escape from him. But Jacob would not be turned away.
He had learned that God is merciful, and he cast himself upon His mercy. He pointed back to his repentance for his sin,
and pleaded for deliverance. As he reviewed his life, he was driven almost to despair; but he held fast the Angel, and
with earnest, agonizing cries urged his petition until he prevailed. {CC 68.4}

Such will be the experience of God's people in their final struggle with the powers of evil. God will test their faith,
their perseverance, their confidence in His power to deliver them. Satan will endeavor to terrify them with the thought
that their cases are hopeless; that their sins have been too great to receive pardon. They will have a deep sense of their
shortcomings, and as they review their lives their hopes will sink. But remembering the greatness of God's mercy, and
their own sincere repentance, they will plead His promises made through Christ to helpless, repenting sinners. Their
faith will not fail because their prayers are not immediately answered. They will lay hold of the strength of God, as
Jacob laid hold of the Angel, and the language of their souls will be, "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." {CC
68.5}
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Lesson 13 Study Help
September 24th, 2022

God’s Amazing Grace Chapter 345, page 353
“While We Wait”

December 11th

Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord.
Luke 12:35, 36. {AG 353.1}

Now is the time to prepare for the coming of our Lord. Readiness to meet Him cannot be attained in a moment's time.
Preparatory to that solemn scene there must be vigilant waiting and watching, combined with earnest work. So God's
children glorify Him. Amid the busy scenes of life their voices will be heard speaking words of encouragement, faith,
and hope. All they have and are is consecrated to the Master's service. . .. {AG 353.2}

Christ tell us when the day of His kingdom shall be ushered in. He does not say that all the world will be converted,
but that "this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the
end come" (Matthew 24:14). By giving the gospel to the world, it is in our power to hasten the coming of the day of
God. Had the church of Christ done her appointed work as the Lord ordained, the whole world would before this have
been warned, and the Lord Jesus would have come to the earth in power and great glory. {AG 353.3}

Living power must attend the message of Christ's second appearing. We must not rest until we see many souls
converted to the blessed hope of the Lord's return. In the days of the apostles the message that they bore wrought a real
work, turning souls from idols to serve the living God. The work to be done today is just as real, and the truth is just as
much truth; only we are to give the message with as much more earnestness as the coming of the Lord is nearer. The
message for this time is positive, simple, and of the deepest importance. We must act like men and women who believe
it. Waiting, watching, working, praying, warning the world--this is our work. {AG 353.4}

I have been deeply impressed by scenes that have recently passed before me in the night season. There seemed to be
a great movement--a work of revival--going forward in many places. Our people were moving into line, responding to
God's call. My brethren, the Lord is speaking to us. Shall we not heed His call? Shall we not trim our lamps, and act like
men who look for their Lord to come? {AG 353.5}




Redesigned by The Seventh-Day Resource Centre Hamilton, Victoria, Australia
http://seventhdayresourcecentre.org



