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esson 1 Study Help
September 24", 2022

Our High Calling, Chapter 124, page 130
May 4"
Lord, teach us to pray. Luke 11:1

Christ did not give this prayer [the Lord's Prayer, Luke 11:2-4] for men to repeat as a form. He gave it as an
illustration of what our prayers should be--simple, earnest, and comprehensive. {OHC 130.2}

Many prayers are offered without faith. A set form of words is used, but there is no real importunity. These prayers
are doubtful, hesitating; they bring no relief to those who offer them, and no comfort or hope to others. The form of
prayer is used, but the spirit is wanting, showing that the petitioner does not feel his need. ... {OHC 130.3}

Learn to pray short and right to the point, asking for just what you need. Learn to pray aloud where only God can
hear you. Do not offer make-believe prayers, but earnest, feeling petitions, expressing the hunger of the soul for the
Bread of Life. If we prayed more in secret, we should be able to pray more intelligently in public. These doubtful,
hesitating prayers would cease. And when we engaged with our brethren in public worship, we could add to the interest
of the meeting; for we should bring with us some of the atmosphere of heaven, and our worship would be a reality, and
not a mere form. . . .If the soul is not drawn out in prayer in the closet and while engaged in the business of the day, it
will be manifest in the prayer meeting. . .. {OHC 130.4}

The life of the soul depends upon habitual communion with God. Its wants are made known, and the heart is open to
receive fresh blessings. Gratitude flows from unfeigned lips; and the refreshing that is received from Jesus is manifested
in words, in deeds of active benevolence, and in public devotion. There is love to Jesus in the heart; and where love
exists, it will not be repressed, but will express itself. Secret prayer sustains this inner life. The heart that loves God will
desire to commune with Him, and will lean on Him in holy confidence. {OHC 130.5}

Let us learn to pray intelligently, expressing our requests with clearness and precision. Let us . . . pray as though we
meant it. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." James 5:16. {OHC 130.6}
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esson 2 Study Help
October 1%, 2022

Conflict & Courage, Chapter 45, page 51
Countdown for Sodom
February 14"

And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? . . . That be far from thee to
do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: . . . Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
Genesis 18:23, 25

Abraham had honored God, and the Lord honored him, taking him into His counsels, and revealing to him His
purposes. "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?" said the Lord. ... {CC 51.2}

And the man of faith pleaded for the inhabitants of Sodom. Once he had saved them by his sword, now he
endeavored to save them by prayer. . . . With deep reverence and humility he urged his plea. . . . Himself a sinner, he
pleaded in the sinner's behalf. Such a spirit all who approach God should possess. Yet Abraham manifested the
confidence of a child pleading with a loved father. He came close to the heavenly Messenger, and fervently urged his
petition. {CC 51.3}

Though Lot had become a dweller in Sodom, he did not partake in the iniquity of its inhabitants. Abraham thought
that in that populous city there must be other worshipers of the true God. . . . Abraham asked not once merely, but many
times. Waxing bolder as his requests were granted, he continued until he gained the assurance that if even ten righteous
persons could be found in it, the city would be spared. {CC 51.4}

Love for perishing souls inspired Abraham's prayer. While he loathed the sins of that corrupt city, he desired that the
sinners might be saved. His deep interest for Sodom shows the anxiety that we should feel for the impenitent. We should
cherish hatred of sin, but pity and love for the sinner. {CC 51.5}

All around us are souls going down to ruin as hopeless, as terrible, as that which befell Sodom. Every day the
probation of some is closing. Every hour some are passing beyond the reach of mercy. And where are the voices of
warning and entreaty to bid the sinner flee from this fearful doom? Where are the hands stretched out to draw him back
from death? Where are those who with humility and persevering faith are pleading with God for him? {CC 51.6}
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Lesson 3 Study Help
October 8", 2022

Patriarchs & Prophets, Chapter 71, pages 718-723

David's Sin and Repentance

The Bible has little to say in praise of men. Little space is given to recounting the virtues of even the best men who
have ever lived. This silence is not without purpose; it is not without a lesson. All the good qualities that men possess are
the gift of God; their good deeds are performed by the grace of God through Christ. Since they owe all to God the glory
of whatever they are or do belongs to Him alone; they are but instruments in His hands. More than this--as all the
lessons of Bible history teach--it is a perilous thing to praise or exalt men; for if one comes to lose sight of his entire
dependence on God, and to trust to his own strength, he is sure to fall. Man is contending with foes who are stronger
than he. "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in high places." Ephesians 6:12, margin. It is impossible for us in our own
strength to maintain the conflict; and whatever diverts the mind from God, whatever leads to self-exaltation or to self-
dependence, is surely preparing the way for our overthrow. The tenor of the Bible is to inculcate distrust of human
power and to encourage trust in divine power. {PP 717.1}

It was the spirit of self-confidence and self-exaltation that prepared the way for David's fall. Flattery and the subtle
allurements of power and luxury were not without effect upon him. Intercourse with surrounding nations also exerted an
influence for evil. According to the customs prevailing among Eastern rulers, crimes not to be tolerated in subjects were
uncondemned in the king; the monarch was not under obligation to exercise the same self-restraint as the subject. All
this tended to lessen David's sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. And instead of relying in humility upon the power
of Jehovah, he began to trust to his own wisdom and might. As soon as Satan can separate the soul from God, the only
Source of strength, he will seek to arouse the unholy desires of man's carnal nature. The work of the enemy is not
abrupt; it is not, at the outset, sudden and startling; it is a secret undermining of the strongholds of principle. It begins in
apparently small things--the neglect to be true to God and to rely upon Him wholly, the disposition to follow the
customs and practices of the world. {PP 717.2}

Before the conclusion of the war with the Ammonites, David, leaving the conduct of the army to Joab, returned to
Jerusalem. The Syrians had already submitted to Israel, and the complete overthrow of the Ammonites appeared certain.
David was surrounded by the fruits of victory and the honors of his wise and able rule. It was now, while he was at ease
and unguarded, that the tempter seized the opportunity to occupy his mind. The fact that God had taken David into so
close connection with Himself and had manifested so great favor toward him, should have been to him the strongest of
incentives to preserve his character unblemished. But when in ease and self-security he let go his hold upon God, David
yielded to Satan and brought upon his soul the stain of guilt. He, the Heaven-appointed leader of the nation, chosen by
God to execute His law, himself trampled upon its precepts. He who should have been a terror to evildoers, by his own
act strengthened their hands. {PP 718.1}

Amid the perils of his earlier life David in conscious integrity could trust his case with God. The Lord's hand had
guided him safely past the unnumbered snares that had been laid for his feet. But now, guilty and unrepentant, he did not
ask help and guidance from Heaven, but sought to extricate himself from the dangers in which sin had involved him.
Bathsheba, whose fatal beauty had proved a snare to the king, was the wife of Uriah the Hittite, one of David's bravest
and most faithful officers. None could foresee what would be the result should the crime become known. The law of
God pronounced the adulterer guilty of death, and the proud-spirited soldier, so shamefully wronged, might avenge
himself by taking the life of the king or by exciting the nation to revolt. {PP 718.2}

Every effort which David made to conceal his guilt proved unavailing. He had betrayed himself into the power of
Satan; danger surrounded him, dishonor more bitter than death was before him. There appeared but one way of escape,
and in his desperation he was hurried on to add murder to adultery. He who had compassed the destruction of Saul was
seeking to lead David also to ruin. Though the temptations were different, they were alike in leading to transgression of
God's law. David reasoned that if Uriah were slain by the hand of enemies in battle, the guilt of his death could not be
traced home to the king, Bathsheba would be free to become David's wife, suspicion could be averted, and the royal
honor would be maintained. {PP 718.3}

Uriah was made the bearer of his own death warrant. A letter sent by his hand to Joab from the king commanded,
"Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die." Joab, already
stained with the guilt of one wanton murder, did not hesitate to obey the king's instructions, and Uriah fell by the sword
of the children of Ammon. {PP 719.1}

Heretofore David's record as a ruler had been such as few monarchs have ever equaled. It is written of him that he
"executed judgment and justice unto all his people." 2 Samuel 8:15. His integrity had won the confidence and fealty of
the nation. But as he departed from God and yielded himself to the wicked one, he became for the time the agent of
Satan; yet he still held the position and authority that God had given him, and because of this, claimed obedience that
would imperil the soul of him who should yield it. And Joab, whose allegiance had been given to the king rather than to
God, transgressed God's law because the king commanded it. {PP 719.2}
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David's power had been given him by God, but to be exercised only in harmony with the divine law. When he
commanded that which was contrary to God's law, it became sin to obey. "The powers that be are ordained of

God" (Romans 13:1), but we are not to obey them contrary to God's law. The apostle Paul, writing to the Corinthians,
sets forth the principle by which we should be governed. He says, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." 1
Corinthians 11:1. {PP 719.3}

An account of the execution of his order was sent to David, but so carefully worded as not to implicate either Joab or
the king. Joab "charged the messenger saying, When thou hast made an end of telling the matters of the war unto the
king, and if so be that the king's wrath arise, . . . then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. So the
messenger went, and came and showed David all that Joab had sent him for." {PP 719.4}

The king's answer was, "Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth one
as well as another: make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou him." {PP 720.1}

Bathsheba observed the customary days of mourning for her husband; and at their close "David sent and fetched her
to his house, and she became his wife." He whose tender conscience and high sense of honor would not permit him,
even when in peril of his life, to put forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, had so fallen that he could wrong and
murder one of his most faithful and most valiant soldiers, and hope to enjoy undisturbed the reward of his sin. Alas! how
had the fine gold become dim! how had the most fine gold changed! {PP 720.2}

From the beginning Satan has portrayed to men the gains to be won by transgression. Thus he seduced
angels. Thus he tempted Adam and Eve to sin. And thus he is still leading multitudes away from obedience to
God. The path of transgression is made to appear desirable; "but the end thereof are the ways of death."
Proverbs 14:12. Happy they who, having ventured in this way, learn how bitter are the fruits of sin, and turn
from it betimes. God in His mercy did not leave David to be lured to utter ruin by the deceitful rewards of sin. {PP
720.3}

For the sake of Israel also there was a necessity for God to interpose. As time passed on, David's sin toward
Bathsheba became known, and suspicion was excited that he had planned the death of Uriah. The Lord was dishonored.
He had favored and exalted David, and David's sin misrepresented the character of God and cast reproach upon His
name. It tended to lower the standard of godliness in Israel, to lessen in many minds the abhorrence of sin; while those
who did not love and fear God were by it emboldened in transgression. {PP 720.4}

Nathan the prophet was bidden to bear a message of reproof to David. It was a message terrible in its severity. To few
sovereigns could such a reproof be given but at the price of certain death to the reprover. Nathan delivered the divine
sentence unflinchingly, yet with such heaven-born wisdom as to engage the sympathies of the king, to arouse his
conscience, and to call from his lips the sentence of death upon himself. Appealing to David as the divinely appointed
guardian of his people's rights, the prophet repeated a story of wrong and oppression that demanded redress. {PP 720.5}

"There were two men in one city," he said, "the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many
flocks and herds: but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it
grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his
bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own
flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and
dressed it for the man that was come to him." {PP 721.1}

The anger of the king was roused, and he exclaimed, "As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing is worthy
to die. And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity." 2 Samuel 12:5, 6,
margin. {PP 721.2}

Nathan fixed his eyes upon the king; then, lifting his right hand to heaven, he solemnly declared, "Thou art the man."
"Wherefore," he continued, "hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight?" The guilty may
attempt, as David had done, to conceal their crime from men; they may seek to bury the evil deed forever from human
sight or knowledge; but "all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do." Hebrews
4:13. "There is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known." Matthew 10:26. {PP
721.3}

Nathan declared: "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the
hand of Saul. . . . Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? thou hast killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children
of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house. . . . Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out
of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor. . . . For thou didst it
secretly; but [ will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun." {PP 721.4}

The prophet's rebuke touched the heart of David; conscience was aroused; his guilt appeared in all its enormity. His
soul was bowed in penitence before God. With trembling lips he said, "I have sinned against the Lord." All wrong done
to others reaches back from the injured one to God. David had committed a grievous sin, toward both Uriah and
Bathsheba, and he keenly felt this. But infinitely greater was his sin against God. {PP 722.1}

Though there would be found none in Israel to execute the sentence of death upon the anointed of the Lord, David
trembled, lest, guilty and unforgiven, he should be cut down by the swift judgment of God. But the message was sent
him by the prophet, "The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die." Yet justice must be maintained. The

Hope International—3" Quarter Study




Index

sentence of death was transferred from David to the child of his sin. Thus the king was given opportunity for repentance;
while to him the suffering and death of the child, as a part of his punishment, was far more bitter than his own death
could have been. The prophet said, "Because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to
blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die." {PP 722.2}

When his child was stricken, David, with fasting and deep humiliation, pleaded for its life. He put off his royal robes,
he laid aside his crown, and night after night he lay upon the earth, in heartbroken grief interceding for the innocent one
suffering for his guilt. "The elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not."
Often when judgments had been pronounced upon persons or cities, humiliation and repentance had turned aside the
blow, and the Ever-Merciful, swift to pardon, had sent messengers of peace. Encouraged by this thought, David
persevered in his supplication so long as the child was spared. Upon learning that it was dead, he quietly submitted to
the decree of God. The first stroke had fallen of that retribution which he himself had declared just; but David, trusting
in God's mercy, was not without comfort. {PP 722.3}

Very many, reading the history of David's fall, have inquired, "Why has this record been made public? Why did God
see fit to throw open to the world this dark passage in the life of one so highly honored of Heaven?" The prophet, in his
reproof to David, had declared concerning his sin, "By this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the
Lord to blaspheme." Through successive generations infidels have pointed to the character of David, bearing this dark
stain, and have exclaimed in triumph and derision, "This is the man after God's own heart!" Thus a reproach has been
brought upon religion, God and His word have been blasphemed, souls have been hardened in unbelief, and many, under
a cloak of piety, have become bold in sin. {PP 722.4}

But the history of David furnishes no countenance to sin. It was when he was walking in the counsel of God that he
was called a man after God's own heart. When he sinned, this ceased to be true of him until by repentance he had
returned to the Lord. The word of God plainly declares, "The thing that David had done was evil in the eyes of the
Lord." 2 Samuel 11:27, margin. And the Lord said to David by the prophet, "Wherefore hast thou despised the
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? . . . Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house;
because thou hast despised Me." Though David repented of his sin and was forgiven and accepted by the Lord, he
reaped the baleful harvest of the seed he himself had sown. The judgments upon him and upon his house testify to God's
abhorrence of the sin. {PP 723.1}

Heretofore God's providence had preserved David against all the plottings of his enemies, and had been directly
exercised to restrain Saul. But David's transgression had changed his relation to God. The Lord could not in any wise
sanction iniquity. He could not exercise His power to protect David from the results of his sin as he had protected him
from the enmity of Saul. {PP 723.2}

There was a great change in David himself. He was broken in spirit by the consciousness of his sin and its far-
reaching results. He felt humbled in the eyes of his subjects. His influence was weakened. Hitherto his prosperity had
been attributed to his conscientious obedience to the commandments of the Lord. But now his subjects, having a
knowledge of his sin, would be led to sin more freely. His authority in his own household, his claim to respect and
obedience from his sons, was weakened. A sense of his guilt kept him silent when he should have condemned sin; it
made his arm feeble to execute justice in his house. His evil example exerted its influence upon his sons, and God would
not interpose to prevent the result. He would permit things to take their natural course, and thus David was severely
chastised. {PP 723.3}

For a whole year after his fall David lived in apparent security; there was no outward evidence of God's displeasure.
But the divine sentence was hanging over him. Swiftly and surely a day of judgment and retribution was approaching,
which no repentance could avert, agony and shame that would darken his whole earthly life. Those who, by pointing to
the example of David, try to lessen the guilt of their own sins, should learn from the Bible record that the way of
transgression is hard. Though like David they should turn from their evil course, the results of sin, even in this life, will
be found bitter and hard to bear. {PP 723.4}
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Lesson 4 Study Help
October 15", 2022

The Sanctified Life, Chapter 71, pages 46-48

Daniel's Prayers

As the time approached for the close of the seventy years' captivity, Daniel's mind became greatly exercised upon the
prophecies of Jeremiah. He saw that the time was at hand when God would give His chosen people another trial; and
with fasting, humiliation, and prayer, he importuned the God of heaven in behalf of Israel, in these words: "Oh Lord, the
great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his
commandments; we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by
departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments; neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which
spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land" (Daniel 9:4-6). {SL 46.1}

Daniel does not proclaim his own fidelity before the Lord. Instead of claiming to be pure and holy, this honored
prophet humbly identifies himself with the really sinful of Israel. The wisdom which God had imparted to him was as far
superior to the wisdom of the great men of the world as the light of the sun shining in the heavens at noonday is brighter
than the feeblest star. Yet ponder the prayer from the lips of this man so highly favored of Heaven. With deep
humiliation, with tears and rending of heart, he pleads for himself and for his people. He lays his soul open before God,
confessing his own unworthiness and acknowledging the Lord's greatness and majesty. {SL 46.2}

Earnestness and Fervor

What earnestness and fervor characterize his supplications! The hand of faith is reached upward to grasp the never-
failing promises of the Most High. His soul is wrestling in agony. And he has the evidence that his prayer is heard. He
knows that victory is his. If we as a people would pray as Daniel prayed, and wrestle as he wrestled, humbling our souls
before God, we should realize as marked answers to our petitions as were granted to Daniel. Hear how he presses his
case at the court of heaven: {SL 47.1}

"Oh my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by
thy name; for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. Oh
Lord, hear; Oh Lord, forgive; Oh Lord, hearken and do; defer not; for thine own sake, Oh my God: for thy city and thy
people are called by thy name" (verses 18, 19). {SL 47.2}

The man of God was praying for the blessing of Heaven upon his people and for a clearer knowledge of the divine
will. The burden of his heart was for Israel, who were not, in the strictest sense, keeping the law of

48

God. He acknowledges that all their misfortunes have come upon them in consequence of their transgressions of that
holy law. He says, "We have sinned, we have done wickedly. . . . Because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us" (verses 15, 16). The Jews had lost their
peculiar, holy character as God's chosen people. "Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate" (verse 17). Daniel's heart turns with
intense longing to the desolate sanctuary of God. He knows that its prosperity can be restored only as Israel shall repent
of their transgressions of God's law, and become humble, faithful, and obedient. {SL 47.3}

The Heavenly Messenger

As Daniel's prayer is going forth, the angel Gabriel comes sweeping down from the heavenly courts to tell him that
his petitions are heard and answered. This mighty angel has been commissioned to give him skill and understanding--to
open before him the mysteries of future ages. Thus, while earnestly seeking to know and understand the truth, Daniel
was brought into communion with Heaven's delegated messenger. {SL 48.1}

In answer to his petition, Daniel received not only the light and truth which he and his people most needed, but a
view of the great events of the future, even to the advent of the world's Redeemer. Those who claim to be sanctified,
while they have no desire to search the Scriptures or to wrestle with God in prayer for a clearer understanding of Bible
truth, know not what true sanctification is. {SL 48.2}
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Lesson 5 Study Help
October 22", 2022

Patriarchs & Prophets, Chapter 28, pages 325-329
Idolatry at Sinai

It was necessary that this sin should be punished, as a testimony to surrounding nations of God's displeasure against
idolatry. By executing justice upon the guilty, Moses, as God's instrument, must leave on record a solemn and public
protest against their crime. As the Israelites should hereafter condemn the idolatry of the neighboring tribes, their
enemies would throw back upon them the charge that the people who claimed Jehovah as their God had made a calf and
worshiped it in Horeb. Then though compelled to acknowledge the disgraceful truth, Israel could point to the terrible
fate of the transgressors, as evidence that their sin had not been sanctioned or excused. {PP 325.1}

Love no less than justice demanded that for this sin judgment should be inflicted. God is the guardian as well as the
sovereign of His people. He cuts off those who are determined upon rebellion, that they may not lead others to ruin. In
sparing the life of Cain, God had demonstrated to the universe what would be the result of permitting sin to go
unpunished. The influence exerted upon his descendants by his life and teaching led to the state of corruption that
demanded the destruction of the whole world by a flood. The history of the antediluvians testifies that long life is not a
blessing to the sinner; God's great forbearance did not repress their wickedness. The longer men lived, the more corrupt
they became. {PP 325.2}

So with the apostasy at Sinai. Unless punishment had been speedily visited upon transgression, the same results
would again have been seen. The earth would have become as corrupt as in the days of Noah. Had these transgressors
been spared, evils would have followed, greater than resulted from sparing the life of Cain. It was the mercy of God that
thousands should suffer, to prevent the necessity of visiting judgments upon millions. In order to save the many, He
must punish the few. Furthermore, as the people had cast off their allegiance to God, they had forfeited the divine
protection, and, deprived of their defense, the whole nation was exposed to the power of their enemies. Had not the evil
been promptly put away, they would soon have fallen a prey to their numerous and powerful foes. It was necessary for
the good of Israel, and also as a lesson to all succeeding generations, that crime should be promptly punished. And it was
no less a mercy to the sinners themselves that they should be cut short in their evil course. Had their life been spared, the
same spirit that led them to rebel against God would have been manifested in hatred and strife among themselves, and
they would eventually have destroyed one another. It was in love to the world, in love to Israel, and even to the
transgressors, that crime was punished with swift and terrible severity. {PP 325.3}

As the people were roused to see the enormity of their guilt, terror pervaded the entire encampment. It was feared that
every offender was to be cut off. Pitying their distress, Moses promised to plead once more with God for them. {PP
326.1}

"Ye have sinned a great sin," he said, "and now I will go up unto the Lord; peradventure I shall make an atonement
for your sin." He went, and in his confession before God he said, "Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have
made them gods of gold. Yet now if Thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book
which Thou hast written." The answer was, "Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out of My book.
Therefore now go, lead the people into the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, Mine Angel shall go before
thee: nevertheless, in the day when I visit, [ will visit their sin upon them." {PP 326.2}

In the prayer of Moses our minds are directed to the heavenly records in which the names of all men are inscribed,
and their deeds, whether good or evil, are faithfully registered. The book of life contains the names of all who have ever
entered the service of God. If any of these depart from Him, and by stubborn persistence in sin become finally hardened
against the influences of His Holy Spirit, their names will in the judgment be blotted from the book of life, and they
themselves will be devoted to destruction. Moses realized how dreadful would be the fate of the sinner; yet if the people
of Israel were to be rejected by the Lord, he desired his name to be blotted out with theirs; he could not endure to see the
judgments of God fall upon those who had been so graciously delivered. The intercession of Moses in behalf of Israel
illustrates the mediation of Christ for sinful men. But the Lord did not permit Moses to bear, as did Christ, the guilt of
the transgressor. "Whosoever hath sinned against Me," He said, "him will I blot out of My book." {PP 326.3}
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In deep sadness the people had buried their dead. Three thousand had fallen by the sword; a plague had soon after
broken out in the encampment; and now the message came to them that the divine Presence would no longer accompany
them in their journeyings. Jehovah had declared, "I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people:
lest I consume thee in the way." And the command was given, "Put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what
to do unto thee." Now there was mourning throughout the encampment. In penitence and humiliation "the children of
Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the mount Horeb." {PP 327.1}

By the divine direction the tent that had served as a temporary place of worship was removed "afar off from the
camp." This was still further evidence that God had withdrawn His presence from them. He would reveal Himself to
Moses, but not to such a people. The rebuke was keenly felt, and to the conscience-smitten multitudes it seemed a
foreboding of greater calamity. Had not the Lord separated Moses from the camp that He might utterly destroy them?
But they were not left without hope. The tent was pitched without the encampment, but Moses called it "the tabernacle
of the congregation." All who were truly penitent, and desired to return to the Lord, were directed to repair thither to
confess their sins and seek His mercy. When they returned to their tents Moses entered the tabernacle. With agonizing
interest the people watched for some token that his intercessions in their behalf were accepted. If God should
condescend to meet with him, they might hope that they were not to be utterly consumed. When the cloudy pillar
descended, and stood at the entrance of the tabernacle, the people wept for joy, and they "rose up and worshiped, every
man in his tent door." {PP 327.2}

Moses knew well the perversity and blindness of those who were placed under his care; he knew the difficulties with
which he must contend. But he had learned that in order to prevail with the people, he must have help from God. He
pleaded for a clearer revelation of God's will and for an assurance of His presence: "See, Thou sayest unto me, Bring up
this people: and Thou hast not let me know whom Thou wilt send with me. Yet Thou hast said, I know thee by name,
and thou hast also found grace in My sight. Now therefore, I pray Thee, if | have found grace in Thy sight, show me now
Thy way, that I may know Thee, that I may find grace in Thy sight: and consider that this nation is Thy people." {PP
327.3}

The answer was, "My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." But Moses was not yet satisfied. There
pressed upon his soul a sense of the terrible results should God leave Israel to hardness and impenitence. He could not
endure that his interests should be separated from those of his brethren, and he prayed that the favor of God might be
restored to His people, and that the token of His presence might continue to direct their journeyings: "If Thy presence go
not with me, carry us not up hence. For wherein shall it be known here that I and Thy people have found grace in Thy
sight? is it not in that Thou goest with us? So shall we be separated, I and Thy people, from all the people that are upon
the face of the earth." {PP 328.1}

And the Lord said, "I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in My sight, and I know
thee by name." Still the prophet did not cease pleading. Every prayer had been answered, but he thirsted for greater
tokens of God's favor. He now made a request that no human being had ever made before: "I beseech Thee, show me
Thy glory." {PP 328.2}

God did not rebuke his request as presumptuous; but the gracious words were spoken, "I will make all My goodness
pass before thee." The unveiled glory of God, no man in this mortal state can look upon and live; but Moses was assured
that he should behold as much of the divine glory as he could endure. Again he was summoned to the mountain summit;
then the hand that made the world, that hand that "removeth the mountains, and they know not" (Job 9:5), took this
creature of the dust, this mighty man of faith, and placed him in a cleft of the rock, while the glory of God and all His
goodness passed before him. {PP 328.3}

This experience--above all else the promise that the divine Presence would attend him--was to Moses an assurance of
success in the work before him; and he counted it of infinitely greater worth than all the learning of Egypt or all his
attainments as a statesman or a military leader. No earthly power or skill or learning can supply the place of God's
abiding presence. {PP 328.4}

To the transgressor it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God; but Moses stood alone in the presence
of the Eternal One, and he was not afraid; for his soul was in harmony with the will of his Maker. Says the psalmist, "If |
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." Psalm 66:18. But "the secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him; and He will show them His covenant." Psalm 25:14. {PP 329.1}

The Deity proclaimed Himself, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in
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goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty." {PP 329.2}

"Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped." Again he entreated that God would
pardon the iniquity of His people, and take them for His inheritance. His prayer was granted. The Lord graciously
promised to renew His favor to Israel, and in their behalf to do marvels such as had not been done "in all the earth, nor in
any nation." {PP 329.3}

Forty days and nights Moses remained in the mount; and during all this time, as at the first, he was miraculously
sustained. No man had been permitted to go up with him, nor during the time of his absence were any to approach the
mount. At God's command he had prepared two tables of stone, and had taken them with him to the summit; and again
the Lord "wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments." [SEE APPENDIX, NOTE 5.] {PP
329.4}

During that long time spent in communion with God, the face of Moses had reflected the glory of the divine
Presence; unknown to himself his face shonen with a dazzling light when he descended from the mountain. Such a light
illumined the countenance of Stephen when brought before his judges; "and all that sat in the council, looking
steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel." Acts 6:15. Aaron as well as the people shrank away
from Moses, and "they were afraid to come nigh him." Seeing their confusion and terror, but ignorant of the cause, he
urged them to come near. He held out to them the pledge of God's reconciliation, and assured them of His restored favor.
They perceived in his voice nothing but love and entreaty, and at last one ventured to approach him. Too awed to speak,
he silently pointed to the countenance of Moses, and then toward heaven. The great leader understood his meaning. In
their conscious guilt, feeling themselves still under the divine displeasure, they could not endure the heavenly light,
which, had they been obedient to God, would have filled them with joy. There is fear in guilt. The soul that is free from
sin will not wish to hide from the light of heaven. {PP 329.5}
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Lesson 6 Study Help
October 29", 2022

Conflict & Courage, Chapter 63, page 69
Power Guaranteed
March 4™

As a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. Genesis 32:28. {CC 69.1}

Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud, God could not have heard his prayer
and mercifully preserved his life. So in the time of trouble, if the people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before
them while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they could
not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they will
have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins will have been blotted out by the atoning blood of Christ, and they
cannot bring them to remembrance. ... {CC 69.2}

All who endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to remain upon the books of heaven, unconfessed
and unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan. The more exalted their profession, and the more honorable the position
which they hold, the more grievous is their course in the sight of God, and the more certain the triumph of the great
adversary. {CC 69.3}

Yet Jacob's history is an assurance that God will not cast off those who have been betrayed into sin, but who have
returned unto Him with true repentance. It was by self-surrender and confiding faith that Jacob gained what he had failed
to gain by conflict in his own strength. God thus taught His servant that divine power and grace alone could give him the
blessing he craved. Thus it will be with those who live in the last days. As dangers surround them, and despair seizes

upon the soul, they must depend solely upon the merits of the atonement. . . . None will ever perish while they do this. . .
. {CC69.4}
Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and determined. . . . It is now that we are to learn this lesson of

prevailing prayer, of unyielding faith. The greatest victories to the church of Christ or to the individual Christian are not
those that are gained by talent or education, by wealth or the favor of men. They are those victories that are gained in the
audience chamber with God, when earnest, agonizing faith lays hold upon the mighty arm of power. {CC 69.5}
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Lesson 7 Study Help
November 5™, 2022

Patriarchs & Prophets, Chapters 53, pages 546-548
The Early Judges

Gideon was the son of Joash, of the tribe of Manasseh. The division to which this family belonged held no leading
position, but the household of Joash was distinguished for courage and integrity. Of his brave sons it is said, "Each one
resembled the children of a king." All but one had fallen in the struggles against the Midianites, and he had caused his
name to be feared by the invaders. To Gideon came the divine call to deliver his people. He was engaged at the time in
threshing wheat. A small quantity of grain had been concealed, and not daring to beat it out on the ordinary threshing
floor, he had resorted to a spot near the winepress; for the season of ripe grapes being still far off, little notice was now
taken of the vineyards. As Gideon labored in secrecy and silence, he sadly pondered upon the condition of Israel and
considered how the oppressor's yoke might be broken from off his people. {PP 546.1}

Suddenly the "Angel of the Lord" appeared and addressed him with the words, "Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty
man of valor." {PP 546.2}

"O my Lord," was his answer, "if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all His miracles
which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites." {PP 546.3}

The Messenger of heaven replied, "Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites:
have not I sent thee?" {PP 547.1}

Gideon desired some token that the one now addressing him was the Covenant Angel, who in time past had wrought
for Israel. Angels of God, who communed with Abraham, had once tarried to share his hospitality; and Gideon now
entreated the divine Messenger to remain as his guest. Hastening to his tent, he prepared from his scanty store a kid and
unleavened cakes, which he brought forth and set before Him. But the Angel bade him, "Take the flesh and the
unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth." Gideon did so, and then the sign which he had
desired was given: with the staff in His hand, the Angel touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and a flame
bursting from the rock consumed the sacrifice. Then the Angel vanished from his sight. {PP 547.2}

Gideon's father, Joash, who shared in the apostasy of his countrymen, had erected at Ophrah, where he dwelt, a large
altar to Baal, at which the people of the town worshiped. Gideon was commanded to destroy this altar and to erect an
altar to Jehovah over the rock on which the offering had been consumed, and there to present a sacrifice to the Lord. The
offering of sacrifice to God had been committed to the priests, and had been restricted to the altar at Shiloh; but He who
had established the ritual service, and to whom all its offerings pointed, had power to change its requirements. The
deliverance of Israel was to be preceded by a solemn protest against the worship of Baal. Gideon must declare war upon
idolatry before going out to battle with the enemies of his people. {PP 547.3}

The divine direction was faithfully carried out. Knowing that he would be opposed if it were attempted openly,
Gideon performed the work in secret; with the aid of his servants, accomplishing the whole in one night. Great was the
rage of the men of Ophrah when they came next morning to pay their devotions to Baal. They would have taken
Gideon's life had not Joash--who had been told of the Angel's visit--stood in defense of his son. "Will ye plead for
Baal?" said Joash. "Will ye save him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning: if he be
a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath cast down his altar." If Baal could not defend his own altar, how could
he be trusted to protect his worshipers? {PP 547.4}

All thoughts of violence toward Gideon were dismissed; and when he sounded the trumpet of war, the men of Ophrah
were among the first to gather to his standard. Heralds were dispatched to his own tribe of Manasseh, and also to Asher,
Zebulum, and Naphtali, and all answered to the call. {PP 548.1}

Gideon dared not place himself at the head of the army without still further evidence that God had called him to his
work, and that He would be with him. He prayed, "If Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as Thou hast said, behold, I
will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth besides, then
shall I know that Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as Thou hast said." In the morning the fleece was wet, while the
ground was dry. But now a doubt arose, since wool naturally absorbs moisture when there is any in the air; the test might
not be decisive. Hence he asked that the sign be reversed, pleading that his extreme caution might not displease the
Lord. His request was granted. {PP 548.2}

Thus encouraged, Gideon led out his forces to give battle to the invaders. "All the Midianites and the Amalekites and
the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel." The entire force
under Gideon's command numbered only thirty-two thousand men; but with the vast host of the enemy spread out before
him, the word of the Lord came to him: "The people that are with thee are too many for Me to give the Midianites into
their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. Now therefore go to,
proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from Mount
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lead." Those who were unwilling to face danger and hardships, or whose worldly interests would draw their hearts
from the work of God, would add no strength to the armies of Israel. Their presence would prove only a cause of
weakness. {PP 548.3}

It had been made a law in Israel that before they went to battle the following proclamation should be made
throughout the army: "What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to
his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it. And what man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and
hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it. And
what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in
the battle, and another man take her." And the officers were to speak further to the people, saying, "What man is there
that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren's heart faint as well as his heart."
Deuteronomy 20:5-8. {PP 548.4}
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Lesson 8 Study Help
November 12", 2022

Conflict & Courage, Chapters 206, page 212
Emptied of Self

July 25™

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
brought forth her fruit. James 5:17,18. {CC 212.1}

Important lessons are presented to us in the experience of Elijah. When upon Mt. Carmel he offered the prayer for
rain, his faith was tested, but he persevered in making known his request unto God. . . . Had he given up in
discouragement at the sixth time, his prayer would not have been answered, but he persevered till the answer came. We
have a God whose ear is not closed to our petitions; and if we prove His word, He will honor our faith. He wants us to
have all our interests interwoven with His interests, and then He can safely bless us; for we shall not then take glory to
self when the blessing is ours, but shall render all the praise to God. God does not always answer our prayers the first
time we call upon Him; for should He do this, we might take it for granted that we had a right to all the blessings and
favors He bestowed upon us. Instead of searching our hearts to see if any evil was entertained by us, any sin indulged,
we should become careless, and fail to realize our dependence upon Him, and our need of His help. {CC 212.2}

Elijah humbled himself until he was in a condition where he would not take the glory to himself. This is the condition
upon which the Lord hears prayer, for then we shall give the praise to Him. The custom of offering praise to men is one
that results in great evil. One praises another, and thus men are led to feel that glory and honor belong to them. When
you exalt man, you lay a snare for his soul, and do just as Satan would have you. . . . God alone is worthy to be glorified.
{CC212.3}

As he [Elijah] searched his heart, he seemed to be less and less, both in his own estimation and in the sight of God. It
seemed to him that he was nothing, and that God was everything; and when he reached the point of renouncing self,
while he clung to the Saviour as his only strength and righteousness, the answer came. {CC 212.4}
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Lesson 9 Study Help
November 19", 2022

Prophets & Kings, Chapter 2, page 39-46
The Temple and its Dedication

Realizing the significance of this cloud, Solomon declared: "The Lord hath said that He would dwell in the thick
darkness. But I have built an house of habitation for Thee, and a place for Thy dwelling forever." 2 Chronicles 6:1, 2.

"The Lord reigneth;
Let the people tremble:
He sitteth between the cherubims;
Let the earth be moved.
"The Lord is great in Zion;
And He is high above all the people.
Let them praise Thy great and terrible name;
For it is holy. . ..
"Exalt ye the Lord our God,
And worship at His footstool;
For He is holy."
Psalm 99:1-5. {PK 39.1}

"In the midst of the court" of the temple had been erected "a brazen scaffold," or platform, "five cubits long, and five
cubits broad, and three cubits high." Upon this Solomon stood and with uplifted hands blessed the vast multitude before
him. "And all the congregation of Israel stood." 2 Chronicles 6:13,3. {PK 39.2}

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel," Solomon exclaimed, "who hath with His hands fulfilled that which He spake
with His mouth to my father David, saying, . . . I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name might be there." Verses 4-6.
{PK 39.3}

Solomon then knelt upon the platform, and in the hearing of all the people offered the dedicatory prayer. Lifting his
hands toward heaven, while the congregation were bowed with their faces to the ground, the king pleaded: "Lord God of
Israel, there is no God like Thee in the heaven, nor in the earth; which keepest covenant, and showest mercy unto Thy
servants, that walk before Thee with all their heart." {PK 40.1}

"Will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee;
how much less this house which I have built? Have respect therefore to the prayer of Thy servant, and to his
supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer which Thy servant prayeth before Thee: that Thine
eyes may be open upon this house day and night, upon the place whereof Thou hast said that Thou wouldest put Thy
name there; to hearken unto the prayer which Thy servant prayeth toward this place. Hearken therefore unto the
supplications of Thy servant, and of Thy people Israel, which they shall make toward this place: hear Thou from Thy
dwelling place, even from heaven; and when Thou hearest, forgive. . . . {PK 40.2}

"If Thy people Israel be put to the worse before the enemy, because they have sinned against Thee; and shall return
and confess Thy name, and pray and make supplication before Thee in this house; then hear Thou from the heavens, and
forgive the sin of Thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which Thou gavest to them and to their fathers.
{PK 40.3}

"When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against Thee; yet if they pray toward this
place, and confess Thy name, and turn from their sin, when Thou dost afflict them; then hear Thou from heaven, and
forgive the sin of Thy servants, and of Thy people Isracl, when Thou hast taught them the good way, wherein they
should walk; and send rain upon Thy land, which Thou hast given unto Thy people for an inheritance. {PK 41.1}

"If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillars; if their
enemies besiege them in the cities of their land; whatsoever sore or whatsoever sickness there be: then what prayer or
what supplication soever shall be made of any man, or of all Thy people Israel, when everyone shall know his own sore
and his own grief, and shall spread forth his hands in his house: then hear Thou from heaven Thy dwelling place, and
forgive, and render unto every man according unto all his ways, whose heart Thou knowest; . . . that they may fear Thee,
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to walk in Thy ways, so long as they live in the land which Thou gavest unto our fathers. {PK 41.2}

"Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of Thy people Israel, but is come from a far country for Thy great
name's sake, and Thy mighty hand, and Thy stretched-out arm; if they come and pray in this house; then hear Thou from
the heavens, even from Thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to Thee for; that all people
of the earth may know Thy name, and fear Thee, as doth Thy people Isracl, and may know that this house which I have
built is called by Thy name. {PK 41.3}

"If Thy people go out to war against their enemies by the way that Thou shalt send them, and they pray unto Thee
toward this city which Thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for Thy name; then hear Thou from the
heavens their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause. {PK 42.1}

"If they sin against Thee, (for there is no man which sinneth not,) and Thou be angry with them, and deliver them
over before their enemies, and they carry them away captives unto a land far off or near; yet if they bethink themselves
in the land whither they are carried captive, and turn and pray unto Thee in the land of their captivity, saying, We have
sinned, we have done amiss, and have dealt wickedly; if they return to Thee with all their heart and with all their soul in
the land of their captivity, whither they have carried them captives, and pray toward their land, which Thou gavest unto
their fathers, and toward the city which Thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built for Thy name: then
hear Thou from the heavens, even from Thy dwelling place, their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their
cause, and forgive Thy people which have sinned against Thee. {PK 42.2}

"Now, my God, let, I beseech Thee, Thine eyes be open, and let Thine ears be attent unto the prayer that is made in
this place. Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into Thy resting place, Thou, and the ark of Thy strength: let Thy priests, O
Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let Thy saints rejoice in goodness. O Lord God, turn not away the face of Thine
anointed: remember the mercies of David Thy servant." Verses 14-42. {PK 42.3}

As Solomon ended his prayer, "fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices."
The priests could not enter the temple because "the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house." "When all the children
of Israel saw . . . the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the
pavement, and worshiped, and praised the Lord, saying, For He is good; for His mercy endureth forever." {PK 45.1}

Then king and people offered sacrifices before the Lord. "So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God."
2 Chronicles 7:1-5. For seven days the multitudes from every part of the kingdom, from the borders "of Hamath unto the
river of Egypt," "a very great congregation," kept a joyous feast. The week following was spent by the happy throng in
observing the Feast of Tabernacles. At the close of the season of reconsecration and rejoicing the people returned to their
homes, "glad and merry in heart for the goodness that the Lord had showed unto David, and to Solomon, and to Israel
His people." Verses 8, 10. {PK 45.2}

The king had done everything within his power to encourage the people to give themselves wholly to God and His
service, and to magnify His holy name. And now once more, as at Gibeon early in his reign, Israel's ruler was given
evidence of divine acceptance and blessing. In a night vision the Lord appeared to him with the message: "I have heard
thy prayer, and have chosen this place to Myself for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I
command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people; if My people, which are called by My
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. Now Mine eyes shall be open, and Mine ears attent unto the
prayer that is made in this place. For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that My name may be there forever:
and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there perpetually." Verses 12-16. {PK 45.3}

Had Israel remained true to God, this glorious building would have stood forever, a perpetual sign of God's especial
favor to His chosen people. "The sons of the stranger," God declared, "that join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him,
and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants, everyone that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh
hold of My covenant; even them will I bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer: their
burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine altar; for Mine house shall be called an house of prayer
for all people." Isaiah 56:6, 7. {PK 46.1}

In connection with these assurances of acceptance, the Lord made very plain the path of duty before the king. "As for
thee," He declared, "if thou wilt walk before Me, as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have
commanded thee, and shalt observe My statutes and My judgments; then will I establish the throne of thy kingdom,
according as I have covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel." 2
Chronicles 7:17, 18. {PK 46.2}
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Lesson 10 Study Help
November 26", 2022

Prophets & Kings, Chapter 22, page 265-278
"Nineveh, That Great City"

Among the cities of the ancient world in the days of divided Israel one of the greatest was Nineveh, the capital of the
Assyrian realm. Founded on the fertile bank of the Tigris, soon after the dispersion from the tower of Babel, it had
flourished through the centuries until it had become "an exceeding great city of three days' journey." Jonah 3:3. {PK
265.1}

In the time of its temporal prosperity Nineveh was a center of crime and wickedness. Inspiration has characterized it
as "the bloody city, . . . full of lies and robbery." In figurative language the prophet Nahum compared the Ninevites to a
cruel, ravenous lion. "Upon whom," he inquired, "hath not thy wickedness passed continually?" Nahum 3:1, 19. {PK
265.2}

Yet Nineveh, wicked though it had become, was not wholly given over to evil. He who "beholdeth all the sons of
men" (Psalm 33:13) and "seeth every precious thing" (Job 28:10) perceived in that city many who were reaching out
after something better and higher, and who, if granted opportunity to learn of the living God, would put away their evil
deeds and worship Him. And so in His wisdom God revealed Himself to them in an unmistakable manner, to lead them,
if possible, to repentance. {PK 265.3}

The instrument chosen for this work was the prophet Jonah, the son of Amittai. To him came the word of the Lord,
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before Me." Jonah 1:1, 2. {PK
266.1}

As the prophet thought of the difficulties and seeming impossibilities of this commission, he was tempted to question
the wisdom of the call. From a human viewpoint it seemed as if nothing could be gained by proclaiming such a message
in that proud city. He forgot for the moment that the God whom he served was all-wise and all-powerful. While he
hesitated, still doubting, Satan overwhelmed him with discouragement. The prophet was seized with a great dread, and
he "rose up to flee unto Tarshish." Going to Joppa, and finding there a ship ready to sail, "he paid the fare thereof and
went down into it, to go with them." Verse 3. {PK 266.2}

In the charge given him, Jonah had been entrusted with a heavy responsibility; yet He who had bidden him go was
able to sustain His servant and grant him success. Had the prophet obeyed unquestioningly, he would have been spared
many bitter experiences, and would have been blessed abundantly. Yet in the hour of Jonah's despair the Lord did not
desert him. Through a series of trials and strange providences, the prophet's confidence in God and in His infinite power
to save was to be revived. {PK 266.3}

If, when the call first came to him, Jonah had stopped to consider calmly, he might have known how foolish would be
any effort on his part to escape the responsibility placed upon him. But not for long was he permitted to go on
undisturbed in his mad flight. "The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so
that the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the
wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he
lay, and was fast asleep." Verses 4, 5. {PK 267.1}

As the mariners were beseeching their heathen gods for help, the master of the ship, distressed beyond measure,
sought out Jonah and said, "What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon
us, that we perish not." Verse 6. {PK 267.2}

But the prayers of the man who had turned aside from the path of duty brought no help. The mariners, impressed with
the thought that the strange violence of the storm betokened the anger of their gods, proposed as a last resort the casting
of lots, "that we may know," they said, "for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon
Jonah. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; what is thine occupation?
and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? {PK 267.3}

"And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the
dry land. {PK 268.1}

"Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled
from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. {PK 268.2}

"Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and
was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you:
for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. {PK 268.3}

"Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was
tempestuous against them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseech Thee, O Lord, we beseech Thee,
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et us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for Thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased Thee.
So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord
exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. {PK 268.4}

"Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights. {PK 268.5}

"Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly, and said:

"[ cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord,
And He heard me;
Out of the belly of hell cried I,

And Thou heardest my voice.

"For Thou hadst cast me into the deep,
In the midst of the seas;
And the floods compassed me about:

And Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me.

"Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight;
Yet I will look again toward Thy holy temple.
The waters compassed me about,

Even to the soul:

"The depth closed me round about,
The weeds were wrapped about my head.
I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;

The earth with her bars was about me forever:

"Yet hast Thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God.
When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord:
And my prayer came in unto Thee,

Into Thine holy temple.

"They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.
But I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving;
[ will pay that that [ have vowed.

Salvation is of the Lord."

Verse 7 to 2:9. {PK 268.6}

At last Jonah had learned that "salvation belongeth unto the Lord." Psalm 3:8. With penitence and a recognition of

the saving grace of God, came deliverance. Jonah was released from the perils of the mighty deep and was cast upon the
dry land. {PK 269.1}

Once more the servant of God was commissioned to warn Nineveh. "The word of the Lord came unto Jonah the
second time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee." This time
he did not stop to question or doubt, but obeyed unhesitatingly. He "arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the
word of the Lord." Jonah 3:1-3. {PK 269.2}

As Jonah entered the city, he began at once to "cry against” it the message, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown." Verse 4. From street to street he went, sounding the note of warning. {PK 270.1}
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The message was not in vain. The cry that rang through the streets of the godless city was passed from lip to lip until
all the inhabitants had heard the startling announcement. The Spirit of God pressed the message home to every heart and
caused multitudes to tremble because of their sins and to repent in deep humiliation. {PK 270.2}

"The people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to
the least of them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him,
and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he causeth it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by
the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything: let them not feed,
nor drink water: but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn everyone
from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away
from His fierce anger, that we perish not?" Verses 5-9. {PK 270.3}

As king and nobles, with the common people, the high and the low, "repented at the preaching of Jonas" (Matthew
12:41) and united in crying to the God of heaven, His mercy was granted them. He "saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that He had said that He would do unto them; and He did it not."
Jonah 3:10. Their doom was averted, the God of Israel was exalted and honored throughout the heathen world, and His
law was revered. Not until many years later was Nineveh to fall a prey to the surrounding nations through forgetfulness
of God and through boastful pride. [For an account of the downfall of Assyria, see chapter 30.] {PK 270.4}

When Jonah learned of God's purpose to spare the city that, notwithstanding its wickedness, had been led to repent in
sackcloth and ashes, he should have been the first to rejoice because of God's amazing grace; but instead he allowed his
mind to dwell upon the possibility of his being regarded as a false prophet. Jealous of his reputation, he lost sight of the
infinitely greater value of the souls in that wretched city. The compassion shown by God toward the repentant Ninevites
"displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry." "Was not this my saying," he inquired of the Lord, "when I was
yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest Thee of the evil." Jonah 4:1, 2. {PK 271.1}

Once more he yielded to his inclination to question and doubt, and once more he was overwhelmed with
discouragement. Losing sight of the interests of others, and feeling as if he would rather die than live to see the city
spared, in his dissatisfaction he exclaimed, "Now, O Lord, take, I beseech Thee, my life from me; for it is better for me
to die than to live." {PK 271.2}

"Doest thou well to be angry?" the Lord inquired. "So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city,
and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city. And the
Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him
from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd." Verses 3-6. {PK 272.1}

Then the Lord gave Jonah an object lesson. He "prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote
the gourd that it withered. And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the
sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to
live." {PK 272.2}

Again God spoke to His prophet, "Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?" And he said, "I do well to be angry,
even unto death." {PK 272.3}

"Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not labored, neither madest it grow;
which came up in a night, and perished in a night: and should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?" Verses
7-11. {PK 272.4}

Confused, humiliated, and unable to understand God's purpose in sparing Nineveh, Jonah nevertheless had fulfilled
the commission given him to warn that great city; and though the event predicted did not come to pass, yet the message
of warning was nonetheless from God. And it accomplished the purpose God designed it should. The glory of His grace
was revealed among the heathen. Those who had long been sitting "in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound
in affliction and iron," "cried unto the Lord in their trouble," and "He saved them out of their distresses. He brought
them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder." "He sent His word, and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions." Psalm 107:10, 13, 14, 20. {PK 272.5}

Christ during His earthly ministry referred to the good wrought by the preaching of Jonah in Nineveh, and compared
the inhabitants of that heathen center with the professed people of God in His day. "The men of Nineveh," He declared,
"shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and,
behold, a greater than Jonas is here." Matthew 12:40, 41. Into the busy world, filled with the din of commerce and the
altercation of trade, where men were trying to get all they could for self, Christ had come; and above the confusion His
voice, like the trump of God, was heard: "What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" Mark 8:36, 37. {PK 273.1}

As the preaching of Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so Christ's preaching was a sign to His generation. But what a
contrast in the reception of the word! Yet in the face of indifference and scorn the Saviour labored on and on, until He
had accomplished His mission. {PK 274.1}

The lesson is for God's messengers today, when the cities of the nations are as verily in need of a knowledge of the
attributes and purposes of the true God as were the Ninevites of old. Christ's ambassadors are to point men to the nobler
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world, which has largely been lost sight of. According to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, the only city that will
endure is the city whose builder and maker is God. With the eye of faith man may behold the threshold of heaven,
flushed with God's living glory. Through His ministering servants the Lord Jesus is calling upon men to strive with
sanctified ambition to secure the immortal inheritance. He urges them to lay up treasure beside the throne of God. {PK
274.2}%

There is coming rapidly and surely an almost universal guilt upon the inhabitants of the cities, because of the steady
increase of determined wickedness. The corruption that prevails is beyond the power of the human pen to describe.
Every day brings fresh revelations of strife, bribery, and fraud; every day brings its heart-sickening record of violence
and lawlessness, of indifference to human suffering, of brutal, fiendish destruction of human life. Every day testifies to
the increase of insanity, murder, and suicide. {PK 275.1}

From age to age Satan has sought to keep men in ignorance of the beneficent designs of Jehovah. He has endeavored
to remove from their sight the great things of God's law--the principles of justice, mercy, and love therein set forth. Men
boast of the wonderful progress and enlightenment of the age in which we are now living; but God sees the earth filled
with iniquity and violence. Men declare that the law of God has been abrogated, that the Bible is not authentic; and as a
result, a tide of evil, such as has not been seen since the days of Noah and of apostate Israel, is sweeping over the world.
Nobility of soul, gentleness, piety, are battered away to gratify the lust for forbidden things. The black record of crime
committed for the sake of gain is enough to chill the blood and fill the soul with horror. {PK 275.2}

Our God is a God of mercy. With long-sufferance and tender compassion He deals with the transgressors of His law.
And yet, in this our day, when men and women have so many opportunities for becoming familiar with the divine law as
revealed in Holy Writ, the great Ruler of the universe cannot behold with any satisfaction the wicked cities, where reign
violence and crime. The end of God's forbearance with those who persist in disobedience is approaching rapidly. {PK
275.3}

Ought men to be surprised over a sudden and unexpected change in the dealings of the Supreme Ruler with the
inhabitants of a fallen world? Ought they to be surprised when punishment follows transgression and increasing crime?
Ought they to be surprised that God should bring destruction and death upon those whose ill-gotten gains have been
obtained through deception and fraud? Notwithstanding the fact that increasing light regarding God's requirements has
been shining on their pathway, many have refused to recognize Jehovah's rulership, and have chosen to remain under the
black banner of the originator of all rebellion against the government of heaven. {PK 276.1}

The forbearance of God has been very great--so great that when we consider the continuous insult to His holy
commandments, we marvel. The Omnipotent One has been exerting a restraining power over His own attributes. But He
will certainly arise to punish the wicked, who so boldly defy the just claims of the Decalogue. {PK 276.2}

God allows men a period of probation; but there is a point beyond which divine patience is exhausted, and the
judgments of God are sure to follow. The Lord bears long with men, and with cities, mercifully giving warnings to save
them from divine wrath; but a time will come when pleadings for mercy will no longer be heard, and the rebellious
element that continues to reject the light of truth will be blotted out, in mercy to themselves and to those who would
otherwise be influenced by their example. {PK 276.3}

The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that no human balm can heal. The Spirit of God is being
withdrawn. Disasters by sea and by land follow one another in quick succession. How frequently we hear of earthquakes
and tornadoes, of destruction by fire and flood, with great loss of life and property! Apparently these calamities are
capricious outbreaks of disorganized, unregulated forces of nature, wholly beyond the control of man; but in them all,
God's purpose may be read. They are among the agencies by which He seeks to arouse men and women to a sense of
their danger. {PK 277.1}

God's messengers in the great cities are not to become discouraged over the wickedness, the injustice, the depravity,
which they are called upon to face while endeavoring to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation. The Lord would cheer
every such worker with the same message that He gave to the apostle Paul in wicked Corinth: "Be not afraid, but speak,
and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city."
Acts 18:9, 10. Let those engaged in soul-saving ministry remember that while there are many who will not heed the
counsel of God in His word, the whole world will not turn from light and truth, from the invitations of a patient,
forbearing Saviour. In every city, filled though it may be with violence and crime, there are many who with proper
teaching may learn to become followers of Jesus. Thousands may thus be reached with saving truth and be led to receive
Christ as a personal Saviour. {PK 277.2}

God's message for the inhabitants of earth today is, "Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh." Matthew 24:44. The conditions prevailing in society, and especially in the great cities of the nations,
proclaim in thunder tones that the hour of God's judgment is come and that the end of all things earthly is at hand. We
are standing on the threshold of the crisis of the ages. In quick succession the judgments of God will follow one another-
-fire, and flood, and earthquake, with war and bloodshed. We are not to be surprised at this time by events both great and
decisive; for the angel of mercy cannot remain much longer to shelter the impenitent. {PK 278.1}

"Behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain." Isaiah 26:21. The storm of God's wrath is gathering; and those
only will stand who respond to the invitations of mercy, as did the inhabitants of Nineveh under the preaching of Jonah,
and become sanctified through obedience to the laws of the divine Ruler. The righteous alone shall be hid with Christ in
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od till the desolation be overpast. Let the language of the soul be:

"Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, O, leave me not alone!

Still support and comfort me.

"Hide me, O my Saviour, hide!
Till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide,
O receive my soul at last!" {PK 278.2}
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Lesson 11 Study Help
December 3™, 2022

Conflict & Courage, Chapters 211, page 217
The Battle is the Lord's

July 24™

O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us;
neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee. 2 Chronicles 20:12. {CC 217.1}

Toward the close of Jehoshaphat's reign the kingdom of Judah was invaded by an army before whose approach the
inhabitants of the land had reason to tremble. . . . Jehoshaphat was a man of courage and valor. For years he had been
strengthening his armies and his fortified cities. He was well prepared to meet almost any foe; yet in this crisis he put not
his trust in the arm of flesh. Not by disciplined armies and fenced cities, but by a living faith in the God of Israel, could
he hope to gain the victory over these heathen who boasted of their power to humble Judah in the eyes of the nations.
{CC217.2}

"Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah
gathered themselves together, to ask help of the Lord: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord."
Standing in the temple court before his people, Jehoshaphat poured out his soul in prayer, pleading God's promises, with
confession of Israel's helplessness. . .. {CC 217.3}

With confidence Jehoshaphat could say to the Lord, "Our eyes are upon Thee." For years he had taught the people to
trust in the One who in past ages had so often interposed to save His chosen ones from utter destruction; and now, when
the kingdom was in peril, Jehoshaphat did not stand alone; "all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their
wives, and their children." Unitedly they fasted and prayed; unitedly they besought the Lord to put their enemies to
confusion, that the name of Jehovah might be glorified. ... {CC 217.4}

God was the strength of Judah in this crisis, and He is the strength of His people today. We are not to trust in princes,
or to set men in the place of God. We are to remember that human beings are fallible and erring, and that He who has all
power is our strong tower of defense. In every emergency we are to feel that the battle is His. His resources are limitless,
and apparent impossibilities will make the victory all the greater. {CC 217.5}
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Conflict & Courage, Chapters 212, page 218
The Battle Song

July 25™

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of
holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever. 2 Chronicles
20:21. {CC218.1}

It was a singular way of going to battle against the enemy's army--praising the Lord with singing, and exalting the
God of Israel. This was their battle song. They possessed the beauty of holiness. If more praising of God were engaged
in now, hope and courage and faith would steadily increase. And would not this strengthen the hands of the valiant sol-
diers who today are standing in defense of truth? {CC 218.2}

They praised God for the victory, and four days thereafter the army returned to Jerusalem, laden with the spoils of
their enemies, singing praise for the victory won. {CC 218.3}

When we have a deeper appreciation of the mercy and loving- kindness of God, we shall praise Him, instead of com-
plaining. We shall talk of the loving watchcare of the Lord, of the tender compassion of the Good Shepherd. The lan-
guage of the heart will not be selfish murmuring and repining. Praise, like a clear, flowing stream, will come from God's
truly believing ones. ... {CC 218.4}

Why not awake the voice of spiritual song in the days of our pilgrimage? . . . We need to study God's Word, to medi-
tate and pray. Then we shall have spiritual eyesight to discern the inner courts of the celestial temple. We shall catch the
notes of thanksgiving sung by the heavenly choir around the throne. When Zion shall arise and shine, her light will be
most penetrating, and songs of praise and thanksgiving will be heard in the assembly of the saints. Little disappoint-
ments and difficulties will be lost sight of. {CC 218.5}

The Lord is our helper. . . . No one ever trusted God in vain. He never disappoints those who put their dependence on
Him. If we would only do the work that the Lord would have us do, walking in the footsteps of Jesus, our hearts would
become sacred harps, every chord of which would send forth praise and thanksgiving to the One sent by God to take
away the sin of the world. {CC 218.6}
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Lesson 12 Study Help
December 10", 2022

Patriarchs & Prophets, Chapter 55, pages 569-573
The Child Samuel

Elkanah, a Levite of Mount Ephraim, was a man of wealth and influence, and one who loved and feared the Lord. His
wife, Hannah, was a woman of fervent piety. Gentle and unassuming, her character was marked with deep earnestness
and a lofty faith. {PP 569.1}

The blessing so earnestly sought by every Hebrew was denied this godly pair; their home was not gladdened by the
voice of childhood; and the desire to perpetuate his name led the husband--as it had led many others--to contract a
second marriage. But this step, prompted by a lack of faith in God, did not bring happiness. Sons and daughters were
added to the household; but the joy and beauty of God's sacred institution had been marred and the peace of the family
was broken. Peninnah, the new wife, was jealous and narrow-minded, and she bore herself with pride and insolence. To
Hannah, hope seemed crushed and life a weary burden; yet she met the trial with uncomplaining meekness. {PP 569.2}

Elkanah faithfully observed the ordinances of God. The worship at Shiloh was still maintained, but on account of
irregularities in the ministration his services were not required at the sanctuary, to which, being a Levite, he was to give
attendance. Yet he went up with his family to worship and sacrifice at the appointed gatherings. {PP 569.3}

Even amid the sacred festivities connected with the service of God the evil spirit that had cursed his home intruded.
After presenting the thank offerings, all the family, according to the established custom, united in a solemn yet joyous
feast. Upon these occasions Elkanah gave the mother of his children a portion for herself and for each of her sons and
daughters; and in token of regard for Hannah, he gave her a double portion, signifying that his affection for her was the
same as if she had had a son. Then the second wife, fired with jealousy, claimed the precedence as one highly favored of
God, and taunted Hannah with her childless state as evidence of the Lord's displeasure. This was repeated from year to
year, until Hannah could endure it no longer. Unable to hide her grief, she wept without restraint, and withdrew from the
feast. Her husband vainly sought to comfort her. "Why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart
grieved?" he said; "am I not better to thee than ten sons?" {PP 569.4}

Hannah uttered no reproach. The burden which she could share with no earthly friend she cast upon God. Earnestly
she pleaded that He would take away her reproach and grant her the precious gift of a son to nurture and train for Him.
And she made a solemn vow that if her request were granted, she would dedicate her child to God, even from its birth.
Hannah had drawn near to the entrance of the tabernacle, and in the anguish of her spirit she "prayed, . . . and wept
sore." Yet she communed with God in silence, uttering no sound. In those evil times such scenes of worship were rarely
witnessed. Irreverent feasting and even drunkenness were not uncommon, even at the religious festivals; and Eli the high
priest, observing Hannah, supposed that she was overcome with wine. Thinking to administer a deserved rebuke, he said
sternly, "How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee." {PP 570.1}

Pained and startled, Hannah answered gently, "No, my lord, | am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: [ have drunk neither
wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial:
for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto." {PP 570.2}

The high priest was deeply moved, for he was a man of God; and in place of rebuke he uttered a blessing: "Go in
peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him." {PP 570.3}

Hannah's prayer was granted; she received the gift for which she had so earnestly entreated. As she looked upon the
child, she called him Samuel--"asked of God." As soon as the little one was old enough to be separated from his mother,
she fulfilled her vow. She loved her child with all the devotion of a mother's heart; day by day, as she watched his
expanding powers and listened to his childish prattle, her affections entwined about him more closely. He was her only
son, the special gift of Heaven; but she had received him as a treasure consecrated to God, and she would not withhold
from the Giver His own. {PP 570.4}

Once more Hannah journeyed with her husband to Shiloh and presented to the priest, in the name of God, her
precious gift, saying, "For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him: therefore
also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." Eli was deeply impressed by the faith
and devotion of this woman of Israel. Himself an overindulgent father, he was awed and humbled as he beheld this
mother's great sacrifice in parting with her only child, that she might devote him to the service of God. He felt reproved
for his own selfish love, and in humiliation and reverence he bowed before the Lord and worshiped. {PP 571.1}

The mother's heart was filled with joy and praise, and she longed to pour forth her gratitude to God. The Spirit of
Inspiration came upon her; "and Hannah prayed, and said:

"My heart rejoiceth in the Lord;
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Mine horn is exalted in the Lord;

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies;
Because I rejoice in Thy salvation.

There is none holy as the Lord:

For there is none beside Thee:

Neither is there any rock like our God.

Talk no more so exceeding proudly;

Let not arrogancy come out of your mouth;

For Jehovah is a God of knowledge,

And by Him actions are weighed. . . .

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive:

He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up.
The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich:

He bringeth low, and lifteth up.

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,

And lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill,

To set them among princes,

And to make them inherit the throne of glory:
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's,

And He hath set the world upon them.

He will keep the feet of His saints,

And the wicked shall be silent in darkness;

For by strength shall no man prevail.

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces;
Out of heaven shall He thunder upon them:

The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth;

And He shall give strength unto His king,

And exalt the horn of His anointed." {PP 571.2}

Hannah's words were prophetic, both of David, who should reign as king of Israel, and of the Messiah, the Lord's
Anointed. Referring first to the boasting of an insolent and contentious woman, the song points to the destruction of the
enemies of God and the final triumph of His redeemed people. {PP 572.1}

From Shiloh, Hannah quietly returned to her home at Ramah, leaving the child Samuel to be trained for service in the
house of God, under the instruction of the high priest. From the earliest dawn of intellect she had taught her son to love
and reverence God and to regard himself as the Lord's. By every familiar object surrounding him she had sought to lead
his thoughts up to the Creator. When separated from her child, the faithful mother's solicitude did not cease. Every day
he was the subject of her prayers. Every year she made, with her own hands, a robe of service for him; and as she went
up with her husband to worship at Shiloh, she gave the child this reminder of her love. Every fiber of the little garment
had been woven with a prayer that he might be pure, noble, and true. She did not ask for her son worldly greatness, but
she earnestly pleaded that he might attain that greatness which Heaven values--that he might honor God and bless his
fellow men. {PP 572.2}

What a reward was Hannah's! and what an encouragement to faithfulness is her example! There are opportunities of
inestimable worth, interests infinitely precious, committed to every mother. The humble round of duties which women
have come to regard as a wearisome task should be looked upon as a grand and noble work. It is the mother's privilege to
bless the world by her influence, and in doing this she will bring joy to her own heart. She may make straight paths for
the feet of her children, through sunshine and shadow, to the glorious heights above. But it is only when she seeks, in her
own life, to follow the teachings of Christ that the mother can hope to form the character of her children after the divine
pattern. The world teems with corrupting influences. Fashion and custom exert a strong power over the young. If the
mother fails in her duty to instruct, guide, and restrain, her children will naturally accept the evil, and turn from the
good. Let every mother go often to her Saviour with the prayer, "Teach us, how shall we order the child, and what shall
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we do unto him?" Let her heed the instruction which God has given in His word, and wisdom will be given her as she
shall have need. {PP 572.3}

"The child Samuel grew on, and was in favor both with the Lord, and also with men." Though Samuel's youth was
passed at the tabernacle devoted to the worship of God, he was not free from evil influences or sinful example. The sons
of Eli feared not God, nor honored their father; but Samuel did not seek their company nor follow their evil ways. It was
his constant endeavor to become what God would have him. This is the privilege of every youth. God is pleased when
even little children give themselves to His service. {PP 573.1}

Samuel had been placed under the care of Eli, and the loveliness of his character drew forth the warm affection of the
aged priest. He was kind, generous, obedient, and respectful. Eli, pained by the waywardness of his own sons, found rest
and comfort and blessing in the presence of his charge. Samuel was helpful and affectionate, and no father ever loved his
child more tenderly than did Eli this youth. It was a singular thing that between the chief magistrate of the nation and the
simple child so warm an affection should exist. As the infirmities of age came upon Eli, and he was filled with anxiety
and remorse by the profligate course of his own sons, he turned to Samuel for comfort. {PP 573.2}

It was not customary for the Levites to enter upon their peculiar services until they were twenty-five years of age, but
Samuel had been an exception to this rule. Every year saw more important trusts committed to him; and while he was
yet a child, a linen ephod was placed upon him as a token of his consecration to the work of the sanctuary. Young as he
was when brought to minister in the tabernacle, Samuel had even then duties to perform in the service of God, according
to his capacity. These were at first very humble, and not always pleasant; but they were performed to the best of his
ability, and with a willing heart. His religion was carried into every duty of life. He regarded himself as God's servant,
and his work as God's work. His efforts were accepted, because they were prompted by love to God and a sincere desire
to do His will. It was thus that Samuel became a co-worker with the Lord of heaven and earth. And God fitted him to
accomplish a great work for Israel. {PP 573.3}
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Lesson 13 Study Help
December 17", 2022

My Life Today, Chapter 9, page 252
Christ Sanctified Himself for Me

September Sth

As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. John 17:18, 19 {ML 252.1}

Christ declared He sanctified Himself, that we also might be sanctified. He took upon Himself our nature, and
became a faultless pattern for men. He made no mistake, that we also might become victors, and enter into His kingdom
as overcomers. He prayed that we might be sanctified through the truth. What is truth? He declared, "Thy word is truth."
His disciples were to be sanctified through obedience to the truth. He says, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on Me through their word." That prayer was for us; we have believed in the testimony of the
disciples of Christ. He prays that His disciples may be one, even as He and the Father are one; and this unity of believers
is to be as testimony to the world that He has sent us, and that we bear the evidence of His grace. {ML 252.2}

We are to be brought into a sacred nearness with the world's Redeemer. We are to be one with Christ as He is one
with the Father. What a wonderful change the people of God experience in coming into unity with the Son of God! We
are to have our tastes, inclinations, ambitions, and passions all subdued, and brought into harmony with the mind and
spirit of Christ. This is the very work that the Lord is willing to do for those who believe in Him. Our life and
deportment are to have a molding power in the world. The spirit of Christ is to have a controlling influence over the life
of His followers, so that they will speak and act like Jesus. Christ says, "The glory which thou gavest Me I have given
them." ... {ML 252.3}

The grace of Christ is to work a wonderful transformation in the life and character of its receiver; and if we are truly
the disciples of Christ, the world will see that divine power has done something for us; for while we are in the world, we
shall not be of it. {ML 252.4}
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Lesson 14 Study Help
December 24", 2022

Desire of Ages, Chapter 74

Gethsemane

In company with His disciples, the Saviour slowly made His way to the garden of Gethsemane. The Passover moon,
broad and full, shone from a cloudless sky. The city of pilgrims' tents was hushed into silence. {DA 685.1}

Jesus had been earnestly conversing with His disciples and instructing them; but as He neared Gethsemane, He
became strangely silent. He had often visited this spot for meditation and prayer; but never with a heart so full of sorrow
as upon this night of His last agony. Throughout His life on earth He had walked in the light of God's presence. When in
conflict with men who were inspired by the very spirit of Satan, He could say, "He that sent Me is with Me: the Father
hath not left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him." John 8:29. But now He seemed to be shut out from
the light of God's sustaining presence. Now He was numbered with the transgressors. The guilt of fallen humanity He
must bear. Upon Him who knew no sin must be laid the iniquity of us all. So dreadful does sin appear to Him, so great is
the weight of guilt which He must bear, that He is tempted to fear it will shut Him out forever from His Father's love.
Feeling how terrible is the wrath of God against transgression, He exclaims, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death." {DA 685.2}

As they approached the garden, the disciples had marked the change that came over their Master. Never before had
they seen Him so utterly sad and silent. As He proceeded, this strange sadness deepened; yet they dared not question
Him as to the cause. His form swayed as if He were about to fall. Upon reaching the garden, the disciples looked
anxiously for His usual place of retirement, that their Master might rest. Every step that He now took was with labored
effort. He groaned aloud, as if suffering under the pressure of a terrible burden. Twice His companions supported Him,
or He would have fallen to the earth. {DA 685.3}

Near the entrance to the garden, Jesus left all but three of the disciples, bidding them pray for themselves and for
Him. With Peter, James, and John, He entered its secluded recesses. These three disciples were Christ's closest
companions. They had beheld His glory on the mount of transfiguration; they had seen Moses and Elijah talking with
Him; they had heard the voice from heaven; now in His great struggle, Christ desired their presence near Him. Often
they had passed the night with Him in this retreat. On these occasions, after a season of watching and prayer, they would
sleep undisturbed at a little distance from their Master, until He awoke them in the morning to go forth anew to labor.
But now He desired them to spend the night with Him in prayer. Yet He could not bear that even they should witness the
agony He was to endure. {DA 686.1}

"Tarry ye here," He said, "and watch with Me." {DA 686.2}

He went a little distance from them--not so far but that they could both see and hear Him--and fell prostrate upon the
ground. He felt that by sin He was being separated from His Father. The gulf was so broad, so black, so deep, that His
spirit shuddered before it. This agony He must not exert His divine power to escape. As man He must suffer the
consequences of man's sin. As man He must endure the wrath of God against transgression. {DA 686.3}

Christ was now standing in a different attitude from that in which He had ever stood before. His suffering can best be
described in the words of the prophet, "Awake, O sword, against My shepherd, and against the man that is My fellow,
saith the Lord of hosts." Zechariah 13:7. As the substitute and surety for sinful man, Christ was suffering under divine
justice. He saw what justice meant. Hitherto He had been as an intercessor for others; now He longed to have an
intercessor for Himself. {DA 686.4}

As Christ felt His unity with the Father broken up, He feared that in His human nature He would be unable to endure
the coming conflict with the powers of darkness. In the wilderness of temptation the destiny of the human race had been
at stake. Christ was then conqueror. Now the tempter had come for the last fearful struggle. For this he had been
preparing during the three years of Christ's ministry. Everything was at stake with him. If he failed here, his hope of
mastery was lost; the kingdoms of the world would finally become Christ's; he himself would be overthrown and cast
out. But if Christ could be overcome, the earth would become Satan's kingdom, and the human race would be forever in
his power. With the issues of the conflict before Him, Christ's soul was filled with dread of separation from God. Satan
told Him that if He became the surety for a sinful world, the separation would be eternal. He would be identified with
Satan's kingdom, and would nevermore be one with God. {DA 686.5}

And what was to be gained by this sacrifice? How hopeless appeared the guilt and ingratitude of men! In its hardest
features Satan pressed the situation upon the Redeemer: The people who claim to be above all others in temporal and
spiritual advantages have rejected You. They are seeking to destroy You, the foundation, the center and seal of the
promises made to them as a peculiar people. One of Your own disciples, who has listened to Your instruction, and has
been among the foremost in church activities, will betray You. One of Your most zealous followers will deny You. All
will forsake You. Christ's whole being abhorred the thought. That those whom He had undertaken to save, those whom
He loved so much, should unite in the plots of Satan, this pierced His soul. The conflict was terrible. Its measure was the
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guilt of His nation, of His accusers and betrayer, the guilt of a world lying in wickedness. The sins of men weighed
heavily upon Christ, and the sense of God's wrath against sin was crushing out His life. {DA 687.1}

Behold Him contemplating the price to be paid for the human soul. In His agony He clings to the cold ground, as if to
prevent Himself from being drawn farther from God. The chilling dew of night falls upon His prostrate form, but He
heeds it not. From His pale lips comes the bitter cry, "O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me." Yet
even now He adds, "Nevertheless not as [ will, but as Thou wilt." {DA 687.2}

The human heart longs for sympathy in suffering. This longing Christ felt to the very depths of His being. In the
supreme agony of His soul He came to His disciples with a yearning desire to hear some words of comfort from those
whom He had so often blessed and comforted, and shielded in sorrow and distress. The One who had always had words
of sympathy for them was now suffering superhuman agony, and He longed to know that they were praying for Him and
for themselves. How dark seemed the malignity of sin! Terrible was the temptation to let the human race bear the
consequences of its own guilt, while He stood innocent before God. If He could only know that His disciples understood
and appreciated this, He would be strengthened. {DA 687.3}

Rising with painful effort, He staggered to the place where He had left His companions. But He "findeth them
asleep." Had He found them praying, He would have been relieved. Had they been seeking refuge in God, that satanic
agencies might not prevail over them, He would have been comforted by their steadfast faith. But they had not heeded
the repeated warning, "Watch and pray." At first they had been much troubled to see their Master, usually so calm and
dignified, wrestling with a sorrow that was beyond comprehension. They had prayed as they heard the strong cries of the
sufferer. They did not intend to forsake their Lord, but they seemed paralyzed by a stupor which they might have shaken
off if they had continued pleading with God. They did not realize the necessity of watchfulness and earnest prayer in
order to withstand temptation. {DA 688.1}

Just before He bent His footsteps to the garden, Jesus had said to the disciples, "All ye shall be offended because of
Me this night." They had given Him the strongest assurance that they would go with Him to prison and to death. And
poor, self-sufficient Peter had added, "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I." Mark 14:27, 29. But the disciples
trusted to themselves. They did not look to the mighty Helper as Christ had counseled them to do. Thus when the
Saviour was most in need of their sympathy and prayers, they were found asleep. Even Peter was sleeping. {DA 688.2}

And John, the loving disciple who had leaned upon the breast of Jesus, was asleep. Surely, the love of John for his
Master should have kept him awake. His earnest prayers should have mingled with those of his loved Saviour in the time
of His supreme sorrow. The Redeemer had spent entire nights praying for His disciples, that their faith might not fail.
Should Jesus now put to James and John the question He had once asked them, "Are ye able to drink of the cup that I
shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that [ am baptized with?" they would not have ventured to answer,
"We are able." Matthew 20:22. {DA 689.1}

The disciples awakened at the voice of Jesus, but they hardly knew Him, His face was so changed by anguish.
Addressing Peter, Jesus said, "Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter
into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak." The weakness of His disciples awakened the sympathy
of Jesus. He feared that they would not be able to endure the test which would come upon them in His betrayal and
death. He did not reprove them, but said, "Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation." Even in His great agony, He
was seeking to excuse their weakness. "The spirit truly is ready," He said, "but the flesh is weak." {DA 689.2}

Again the Son of God was seized with superhuman agony, and fainting and exhausted, He staggered back to the place
of His former struggle. His suffering was even greater than before. As the agony of soul came upon Him, "His sweat
was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground." The cypress and palm trees were the silent witnesses of
His anguish. From their leafy branches dropped heavy dew upon His stricken form, as if nature wept over its Author
wrestling alone with the powers of darkness. {DA 689.3}

A short time before, Jesus had stood like a mighty cedar, withstanding the storm of opposition that spent its fury upon
Him. Stubborn wills, and hearts filled with malice and subtlety, had striven in vain to confuse and overpower Him. He
stood forth in divine majesty as the Son of God. Now He was like a reed beaten and bent by the angry storm. He had
approached the consummation of His work a conqueror, having at each step gained the victory over the powers of
darkness. As one already glorified, He had claimed oneness with God. In unfaltering accents He had poured out His
songs of praise. He had spoken to His disciples in words of courage and tenderness. Now had come the hour of the
power of darkness. Now His voice was heard on the still evening air, not in tones of triumph, but full of human anguish.
The words of the Saviour were borne to the ears of the drowsy disciples, "O My Father, if this cup may not pass away
from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done." {DA 689.4}

The first impulse of the disciples was to go to Him; but He had bidden them tarry there, watching unto prayer. When
Jesus came to them, He found them still sleeping. Again He had felt a longing for companionship, for some words from
His disciples which would bring relief, and break the spell of darkness that well-nigh overpowered Him. But their eyes
were heavy; "neither wist they what to answer Him." His presence aroused them. They saw His face marked with the
bloody sweat of agony, and they were filled with fear. His anguish of mind they could not understand. "His visage was
so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men." Isaiah 52:14. {DA 690.1}

Turning away, Jesus sought again His retreat, and fell prostrate, overcome by the horror of a great darkness. The
humanity of the Son of God trembled in that trying hour. He prayed not now for His disciples that their faith might not
fail, but for His own tempted, agonized soul. The awful moment had come--that moment which was to decide the
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estiny of the world. The fate of humanity trembled in the balance. Christ might even now refuse to drink the cup
apportioned to guilty man. It was not yet too late. He might wipe the bloody sweat from His brow, and leave man to
perish in his iniquity. He might say, Let the transgressor receive the penalty of his sin, and I will go back to My Father.
Will the Son of God drink the bitter cup of humiliation and agony? Will the innocent suffer the consequences of the
curse of sin, to save the guilty? The words fall tremblingly from the pale lips of Jesus, "O My Father, if this cup may not
pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done." {DA 690.2}

Three times has He uttered that prayer. Three times has humanity shrunk from the last, crowning sacrifice. But now
the history of the human race comes up before the world's Redeemer. He sees that the transgressors of the law, if left to
themselves, must perish. He sees the helplessness of man. He sees the power of sin. The woes and lamentations of a
doomed world rise before Him. He beholds its impending fate, and His decision is made. He will save man at any cost to
Himself. He accepts His baptism of blood, that through Him perishing millions may gain everlasting life. He has left the
courts of heaven, where all is purity, happiness, and glory, to save the one lost sheep, the one world that has fallen by
transgression. And He will not turn from His mission. He will become the propitiation of a race that has willed to sin.
His prayer now breathes only submission: "If this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be
done." {DA 690.3}

Having made the decision, He fell dying to the ground from which He had partially risen. Where now were His
disciples, to place their hands tenderly beneath the head of their fainting Master, and bathe that brow, marred indeed
more than the sons of men? The Saviour trod the wine press alone, and of the people there was none with Him. {DA
693.1}

But God suffered with His Son. Angels beheld the Saviour's agony. They saw their Lord enclosed by legions of
satanic forces, His nature weighed down with a shuddering, mysterious dread. There was silence in heaven. No harp was
touched. Could mortals have viewed the amazement of the angelic host as in silent grief they watched the Father
separating His beams of light, love, and glory from His beloved Son, they would better understand how offensive in His
sight is sin. {DA 693.2}

The worlds unfallen and the heavenly angels had watched with intense interest as the conflict drew to its close. Satan
and his confederacy of evil, the legions of apostasy, watched intently this great crisis in the work of redemption. The
powers of good and evil waited to see what answer would come to Christ's thrice-repeated prayer. Angels had longed to
bring relief to the divine sufferer, but this might not be. No way of escape was found for the Son of God. In this awful
crisis, when everything was at stake, when the mysterious cup trembled in the hand of the sufferer, the heavens opened,
a light shone forth amid the stormy darkness of the crisis hour, and the mighty angel who stands in God's presence,
occupying the position from which Satan fell, came to the side of Christ. The angel came not to take the cup from
Christ's hand, but to strengthen Him to drink it, with the assurance of the Father's love. He came to give power to the
divine-human suppliant. He pointed Him to the open heavens, telling Him of the souls that would be saved as the result
of His sufferings. He assured Him that His Father is greater and more powerful than Satan, that His death would result in
the utter discomfiture of Satan, and that the kingdom of this world would be given to the saints of the Most High. He
told Him that He would see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied, for He would see a multitude of the human race
saved, eternally saved. {DA 693.3}

Christ's agony did not cease, but His depression and discouragement left Him. The storm had in nowise abated, but
He who was its object was strengthened to meet its fury. He came forth calm and serene. A heavenly peace rested upon
His bloodstained face. He had borne that which no human being could ever bear; for He had tasted the sufferings of
death for every man. {DA 694.1}

The sleeping disciples had been suddenly awakened by the light surrounding the Saviour. They saw the angel
bending over their prostrate Master. They saw him lift the Saviour's head upon his bosom, and point toward heaven.
They heard his voice, like sweetest music, speaking words of comfort and hope. The disciples recalled the scene upon
the mount of transfiguration. They remembered the glory that in the temple had encircled Jesus, and the voice of God
that spoke from the cloud. Now that same glory was again revealed, and they had no further fear for their Master. He
was under the care of God; a mighty angel had been sent to protect Him. Again the disciples in their weariness yield to
the strange stupor that overpowers them. Again Jesus finds them sleeping. {DA 694.2}

Looking sorrowfully upon them He says, "Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son
of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners." {DA 694.3}

Even as He spoke these words, He heard the footsteps of the mob in search of Him, and said, "Rise, let us be going:
behold, he is at hand that doth betray Me." {DA 694.4}

No traces of His recent agony were visible as Jesus stepped forth to meet His betrayer. Standing in advance of His
disciples He said, "Whom seek ye?" They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am He." As these words were
spoken, the angel who had lately ministered to Jesus moved between Him and the mob. A divine light illuminated the
Saviour's face, and a dovelike form overshadowed Him. In the presence of this divine glory, the murderous throng could
not stand for a moment. They staggered back. Priests, elders, soldiers, and even Judas, fell as dead men to the ground.
{DA 694.5}

The angel withdrew, and the light faded away. Jesus had opportunity to escape, but He remained, calm and self-
possessed. As one glorified He stood in the midst of that hardened band, now prostrate and helpless at His feet. The
disciples looked on, silent with wonder and awe. {DA 694.6}
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But quickly the scene changed. The mob started up. The Roman soldiers, the priests and Judas, gathered about Christ.
They seemed ashamed of their weakness, and fearful that He would yet escape. Again the question was asked by the
Redeemer, "Whom seek ye?" They had had evidence that He who stood before them was the Son of God, but they
would not be convinced. To the question, "Whom seek ye?" again they answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." The Saviour then
said, "I have told you that I am He: if therefore ye seek Me, let these go their way"--pointing to the disciples. He knew
how weak was their faith, and He sought to shield them from temptation and trial. For them He was ready to sacrifice
Himself. {DA 695.1}

Judas the betrayer did not forget the part he was to act. When the mob entered the garden, he had led the way, closely
followed by the high priest. To the pursuers of Jesus he had given a sign, saying, "Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is
He: hold Him fast." Matthew 26:48. Now he pretends to have no part with them. Coming close to Jesus, he takes His
hand as a familiar friend. With the words, "Hail, Master," he kisses Him repeatedly, and appears to weep as if in
sympathy with Him in His peril. {DA 695.2}

Jesus said to him, "Friend, wherefore art thou come?" His voice trembled with sorrow as He added, "Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of man with a kiss?" This appeal should have aroused the conscience of the betrayer, and touched his
stubborn heart; but honor, fidelity, and human tenderness had forsaken him. He stood bold and defiant, showing no
disposition to relent. He had given himself up to Satan, and he had no power to resist him. Jesus did not refuse the
traitor's kiss. {DA 696.1}

The mob grew bold as they saw Judas touch the person of Him who had so recently been glorified before their eyes.
They now laid hold of Jesus, and proceeded to bind those precious hands that had ever been employed in doing good.
{DA 696.2}

The disciples had thought that their Master would not suffer Himself to be taken. For the same power that had caused
the mob to fall as dead men could keep them helpless, until Jesus and His companions should escape. They were
disappointed and indignant as they saw the cords brought forward to bind the hands of Him whom they loved. Peter in
his anger rashly drew his sword and tried to defend his Master, but he only cut off an ear of the high priest's servant.
When Jesus saw what was done, He released His hands, though held firmly by the Roman soldiers, and saying, "Suffer
ye thus far," He touched the wounded ear, and it was instantly made whole. He then said to Peter, "Put up again thy
sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to
My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels?"--a legion in place of each one of the
disciples. Oh, why, the disciples thought, does He not save Himself and us? Answering their unspoken thought, He
added, "But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" "The cup which My Father hath given Me,
shall I not drink it?" {DA 696.3}

The official dignity of the Jewish leaders had not prevented them from joining in the pursuit of Jesus. His arrest was
too important a matter to be trusted to subordinates; the wily priests and elders had joined the temple police and the
rabble in following Judas to Gethsemane. What a company for those dignitaries to unite with--a mob that was eager for
excitement, and armed with all kinds of implements, as if in pursuit of a wild beast! {DA 696.4}

Turning to the priests and elders, Christ fixed upon them His searching glance. The words He spoke they would never
forget as long as life should last. They were as the sharp arrows of the Almighty. With dignity He said: You come out
against Me with swords and staves as you would against a thief or a robber. Day by day I sat teaching in the temple. You
had every opportunity of laying hands upon Me, and you did nothing. The night is better suited to your work. "This is
your hour, and the power of darkness." {DA 697.1}

The disciples were terrified as they saw Jesus permit Himself to be taken and bound. They were offended that He
should suffer this humiliation to Himself and them. They could not understand His conduct, and they blamed Him for
submitting to the mob. In their indignation and fear, Peter proposed that they save themselves. Following this
suggestion, "they all forsook Him, and fled." But Christ had foretold this desertion, "Behold," He had said, "the hour
cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave Me alone: and yet I am not
alone, because the Father is with Me." John 16:32. {DA 697.2}
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