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esson 1 Study Help
January 7", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 1, pages 7-13
God's Call to Service

Depending on Human Agents

As His representatives among men, God does not choose angels who have never fallen, but human beings, men of
like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took humanity that He might reach humanity. A divine-human Saviour
was needed to bring salvation to the world. And to men and women has been committed the sacred trust of making
known "the unsearchable riches of Christ."-- The Acts of the Apostles, p. 134. {ChS 7.1}

Look upon the touching scene. Behold the Majesty of heaven surrounded by the twelve whom He has chosen. He is
about to set them apart for their work. By these feeble agencies, through His Word and Spirit, He designs to place
salvation within the reach of all.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 18. {ChS 7.2}

"Send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon." Thus God gave evidence of His regard for the gospel ministry and for
His organized church. The angel was not commissioned to tell Cornelius the story of the cross. A man subject, even as
the centurion himself, to human frailties and temptations, was to be the one to tell him of the crucified and risen Saviour.
--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 134. {ChS 7.3}

The angel sent to Philip could himself have done the work for the Ethiopian, but this is not God's way of working. It
is His plan that men are to work for their fellow men.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 109. {ChS 7.4}

"We have this treasure," the apostle continued, "in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us." God could have proclaimed His truth through sinless angels, but this is not His plan. He chooses human
beings, men compassed with infirmity, as instruments in the working out of His designs. The priceless treasure is placed
in earthen vessels. Through men His blessings are to be conveyed to the world. Through them His glory is to shine forth
into the darkness of sin. In loving ministry they are to meet the sinful and the needy, and lead them to the cross. And in
all their work, they are to ascribe glory, honor, and praise to Him who is above all and over all.--The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 330. {ChS 7.5}

It was the Saviour's purpose that after He ascended to heaven to become man's intercessor, His followers should carry
on the work that He had begun. Shall the human agent show no special interest in giving the light of the gospel message
to those who sit in darkness? There are some who are willing to go to the ends of the earth in order to carry the light of
truth to men, but God demands that every soul who knows the truth shall seek to win others to the love of the truth. If we
are not willing to make special sacrifices in order to save souls that are ready to perish, how can we be counted worthy
to enter into the city of God?--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 103. {ChS 8.1}

In His wisdom the Lord brings those who are seeking for truth into touch with fellow beings who know the truth. It is
the plan of Heaven that those who have received light shall impart it to those in darkness. Humanity, drawing its
efficiency from the great Source of wisdom, is made the instrumentality, the working agency, through which the gospel
exercises its transforming power on mind and heart.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 134. {ChS 8.2}

God could have reached His object in saving sinners without our aid; but in order for us to develop a character like
Christ's, we must share in His work. In order to enter into His joy,--the joy of seeing souls redeemed by His sacrifice,--
we must participate in His labors for their redemption.--The Desire of Ages, p. 142. {ChS 8.3}

As His representatives among men, Christ does not choose angels who have never fallen, but human beings, men of
like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took upon Himself humanity, that He might reach humanity. Divinity
needed humanity; for it required both the divine and the human to bring salvation to the world. Divinity needed
humanity, that humanity might afford a channel of communication between God and man.--The Desire of Ages, p. 296.
{ChS 8.4}

With almost impatient eagerness the angels wait for our co-operation; for man must be the channel to communicate
with man. And when we give ourselves to Christ in whole-hearted devotion, angels rejoice that they may speak through
our voices to reveal God's love.--The Desire of Ages, p. 297. {ChS 9.1}

We must be laborers together with God; for God will not complete His work without human agencies.--Review and
Herald, March 1, 1887. {ChS 9.2}

A Call to the Individual
A distinct work is assigned to every Christian.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 2, 1904. {ChS 9.3}

God requires every one to be a worker in His vineyard. You are to take up the work that has been placed in your
charge, and to do it faithfully.--Bible Echo, June 10, 1901. {ChS 9.4}
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Were every one of you a living missionary, the message for this time would speedily be proclaimed in all countries,
to every people and nation and tongue.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 438. {ChS 9.5}

Every true disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary. He who drinks of the living water becomes a
fountain of life. The receiver becomes a giver. The grace of Christ in the soul is like a spring in the desert, welling up to
refresh all, and making those who are ready to perish eager to drink of the water of life.--The Desire of Ages, p. 195.
{ChS 9.6}

God expects personal service from every one to whom He has intrusted a knowledge of the truth for this time. Not all
can go as missionaries to foreign lands, but all can be home missionaries in their families and neighborhoods. --
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 30. {ChS 9.7}

Christ was standing only a few steps from the heavenly throne when He gave His commission to His disciples.
Including as missionaries all who should believe on His name, He said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature." God's power was to go with them.--Southern Watchman, Sept. 20, 1904. {ChS 9.8}

To save souls should be the life work of every one who professes Christ. We are debtors to the world for the grace
given us of God, for the light which has shone upon us, and for the discovered beauty and power of the truth. --
Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 53. {ChS 10.1}

Everywhere there is a tendency to substitute the work of organizations for individual effort. Human wisdom tends to
consolidation, to centralization, to the building up of great churches and institutions. Multitudes leave to institutions and
organizations the work of benevolence; they excuse themselves from contact with the world, and their hearts grow cold.
They become self-absorbed and unimpressible. Love for God and man dies out of the soul. Christ commits to His
followers an individual work,--a work that cannot be done by proxy. Ministry to the sick and the poor, the giving of the
gospel to the lost, is not to be left to committees or organized charities. Individual responsibility, individual effort,
personal sacrifice, is the requirement of the gospel.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 147. {ChS 10.2}

Every one who has received the divine illumination, is to brighten the pathway of those who know not the Light of
life.--The Desire of Ages, p. 152. {ChS 10.3}

To every one work has been allotted, and no one can be a substitute for another. Each one has a mission of wonderful
importance, which he cannot neglect or ignore, as the fulfilment of it involves the weal of some soul, and the neglect of
it the woe of one for whom Christ died.-- Review and Herald, Dec. 12, 1893. {ChS 10.4}

We should all be workers together with God. No idlers are acknowledged as His servants. The members of the church
should individually feel that the life and prosperity of the church are affected by their course of action. --Review and
Herald, Feb. 15, 1887. {ChS 10.5}

Every soul whom Christ has rescued is called to work in His name for the saving of the lost. This work had been
neglected in Israel. It is not neglected today by those who profess to be Christ's followers?--Christ's Object Lessons, p.
191. {ChS 10.6}

There is something for every one to do. Every soul that believes the truth is to stand in his lot and place, saying,
"Here am I; send me." Isaiah 6:8.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 49. {ChS 10.7}

It is the privilege of every Christian, not only to look for, but to hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. --Christ's
Object Lessons, p. 69. {ChS 11.1}

He who becomes a child of God should henceforth look upon himself as a link in the chain let down to save the
world, one with Christ in His plan of mercy, going forth with Him to seek and save the lost.--The Ministry of Healing, p.
105. {ChS 11.2}

All may find something to do. None need feel that there is no place where they can labor for Christ. The Saviour
identifies Himself with every child of humanity. --The Ministry of Healing, p. 104. {ChS 11.3}

Those who have united with the Lord in the covenant of service are under bonds to unite with Him in the great, grand
work of soul-saving.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 19. {ChS 11.4}

So vast is the field, so comprehensive the design, that every sanctified heart will be pressed into service as an
instrument of divine power.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 47. {ChS 11.5}

Men are instruments in the hand of God, employed by Him to accomplish His purposes of grace and mercy. Each has
his part to act; to each is granted a measure of light, adapted to the necessities of his time and sufficient to enable him to
perform the work which God has given him to do.-- The Great Controversy, p. 343. {ChS 11.6}

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church, so that every one shall be
working for Him according to his ability.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 111. {ChS 11.7}

When He sent forth the twelve and afterward the seventy, to proclaim the kingdom of God, He was teaching them
their duty to impart to others what He had made known to them. In all His work, He was training them for individual
labor, to be extended as their numbers increased, and eventually to reach to the uttermost parts of the earth.--The Acts of
the Apostles, p. 32. {ChS 11.8}

Not upon the ordained minister only, rests the responsibility of going forth to fulfil this commission. Every one who
has received Christ is called to work for the salvation of his fellow men.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 110. {ChS 11.9
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The real character of the church is measured, not by the high profession she makes, not by the names enrolled upon
the church book, but by what she is actually doing for the Master, by the number of her persevering, faithful workers.
Personal interest, and vigilant, individual effort will accomplish more for the cause of Christ than can be wrought by
sermons or creeds.--Review and Herald, Sept. 6, 1881. {ChS 12.1}

Wherever a church is established, all the members should engage actively in missionary work. They should visit
every family in the neighborhood, and know their spiritual condition.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 296. {ChS 12.2}

The members of the church are not all called to labor in foreign lands, but all have a part to act in the great work of
giving light to the world. The gospel of Christ is aggressive and diffusive. In the day of God not one will be excused for
having been shut up to his own selfish interests. There is work for every mind and for every hand. There is a variety of
work, adapted to different minds and varied capabilities.--Historical Sketches, pp. 290, 291. {ChS 12.3}

He has intrusted you with sacred truth; Christ abiding in the individual members of the church is a well of water
springing up into everlasting life. You are guilty before God if you do not make every effort possible to dispense this
living water to others.--Historical Sketches, p. 291. {ChS 12.4}

We are not, as Christians, doing one-twentieth part that we might do in winning souls to Christ. There is a world to be
warned, and every sincere Christian will be a guide and an example to others in faithfulness, in cross-bearing, in prompt
and vigorous action, in unswerving fidelity to the cause of truth, and sacrifices and labors to promote the cause of God.--
Review and Herald, Aug. 23, 1881. {ChS 12.5}

So far as his opportunities extend, every one who has received the light of truth is under the same responsibility as
was the prophet of Israel to whom came the word, "Son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel;
therefore thou shalt hear the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me."--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 19, 20. {ChS 12.6}

To every one who becomes a partaker of His grace, the Lord appoints a work for others. Individually we are to stand
in our lot and place, saying, "Here I am; send me." Upon the minister of the word, the missionary nurse, the Christian
physician, the individual Christian, whether he be merchant or farmer, professional man or mechanic,-- the
responsibility rests upon all. It is our work to reveal to men the gospel of their salvation. Every enterprise in which we
engage should be a means to this end.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 148. {ChS 13.1}

When the master of the house called his servants, he gave to every man his work. The whole family of God are
included in the responsibility of using their Lord's goods. Every individual, from the lowest and most obscure to the
greatest and most exalted, is a moral agent endowed with abilities for which he is accountable to God.--Bible Echo, June
10, 1901. {ChS 13.2}

Combined Christian Forces

Brethren and sisters in the faith, does the question arise in your hearts, "Am | my brother's keeper?" If you claim to
be children of God, you are your brother's keeper. The Lord holds the church responsible for the souls of those whom
they might be the means of saving.--Historical Sketches, p. 291. {ChS 13.3}

The Saviour has given His precious life in order to establish a church capable of ministering to the suffering, the
sorrowful, and the tempted. A company of believers may be poor, uneducated, and unknown; yet in Christ they may do a
work in the home, in the community, and even in the "regions beyond," whose results shall be as far-reaching as
eternity.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 106. {ChS 13.4}

Enfeebled and defective as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God bestows in a special sense His
supreme regard. It is the theater of His grace, in which He delights to reveal His power to transform hearts.--The Acts of
the Apostles, p. 12. {ChS 13.5}
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esson 2 Study Help
January 14", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 25, pages 250-256
The Holy Spirit

The Promise

To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs. God will today endow men and
women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this
very hour His Spirit and His grace are for all who need them and will take Him at His word.--Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 20.
{ChS 250.1}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the divine influence of His
Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the day of Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been
sent to all who have yielded themselves fully to the Lord and to His service.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 40. {ChS
250.2}%

God desires to refresh His people by the gift of the Holy Spirit, baptizing them anew in His love. There is no need for
a dearth of the Holy Spirit in the church. After Christ's ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon the waiting, praying,
believing disciples with a fulness and power that reached every heart. In the future the earth is to be lightened with the
glory of God. A divine influence is to go forth to the world from those who are sanctified through the truth. The earth is
to be encircled with an atmosphere of grace. The Holy Spirit is to work on human hearts, taking the things of God and
showing them unto men.-- Southern Watchman, Sept. 5, 1905. {ChS 250.3}

It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the earnest efforts put forth by
consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor.
Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seed-time and harvest, the Hebrew prophets
foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The out-pouring of the Spirit in the
days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time, the
presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church.--The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 54, 55. {ChS 250.4}

The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the "former rain," and glorious was the result. But the
latter rain will be more abundant. What is the promise to those living in these days?--"Turn you to the stronghold, ye
prisoners of hope; even today do I declare that I will render double unto thee." "Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the
latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field."--
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21. {ChS 251.1}

God's Willingness to Bestow

The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to their
children.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 251.2}

At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark and the future
perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith. Circumstances
may separate us from every earthly friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly
Comforter. Wherever we are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer.
--The Desire of Ages, pp. 669,670. {ChS 251.3}

Morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel kneel before the Lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him,
He will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving, sanctifying power. As they go forth to the day's duties,
they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit enables them to be "laborers together with God."--The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 56. {ChS 251.4}

We are living in the time of the Holy Spirit's power. It is seeking to diffuse itself through the agency of humanity,
thus increasing its influence in the world.--Southern Watchman, Nov. 3, 1903 {ChS 251.5}

Conditions of Receiving

The Holy Spirit will come to all who are begging for the bread of life to give to their neighbors.--Testimonies, vol. 6,
p. 90. {ChS 252.1}

When we bring our hearts into unity with Christ, and our lives into harmony with His work, the Spirit that fell on the
disciples on the day of Pentecost will fall on us. --Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 246. {ChS 252.2}

It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men. --
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rist's Object Lessons, p. 419. {ChS 252.3}
The Spirit awaits our demand and reception.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 121. {ChS 252.4}

Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit?
Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach concerning it?--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 252.5}

If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be.
If all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. --The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 252.6}

For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of Christian workers
should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they may know how to plan and execute wisely.
Especially should they pray that God will baptize His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His
Spirit.--The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 50, 51. {ChS 252.7}

Let Christians put away all dissension, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let them ask in faith for
the promised blessing, and it will come.-- Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21. {ChS 252.8}

The disciples did not ask for a blessing for themselves. They were weighted with the burden of souls. The gospel was
to be carried to the ends of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was
that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and thousands were converted in a day.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS
252.9}%

Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first
disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who believe and profess to claim the
Lord's promise; they talk about Christ and about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to
be guided and controlled by the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the
Spirit God works in His people "to will and to do of His good pleasure." But many will not submit to this. They want to
manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who
watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and reception. This
promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace
of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive.--The Desire of Ages, p. 672. {ChS
253.1}

The great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with His glory, will not come until we have
an enlightened people, that know by experience what it means to be laborers together with God. When we have entire,
wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without
measure; but this will not be while the largest portion of the church are not laborers together with God.--Review and
Herald, July 21, 1896. {ChS 253.2}

Essential to Success

The presence of the Spirit with God's workers, will give the proclamation of truth a power that not all the honor or
glory of the world could give.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 51. {ChS 253.3}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine assistance for all the
emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our
hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS 253.4}

After the descent of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were so filled with love for Him [Christ] and for those for whom He
died, that hearts were melted by the words they spoke and the prayers they offered. They spoke in the power of the
Spirit; and under the influence of that power, thousands were converted.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 22. {ChS 254.1}

There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit
upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to God.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS 254.2}

What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit upon the day of Pentecost?--The glad tidings of a risen Saviour
were carried to the utmost bounds of the known world. . . . Under their labors there were added to the church chosen
men, who, receiving the word of life, consecrated their lives to the work of giving to others the hope that had filled their
hearts with peace and joy. Hundreds proclaimed the message, "The kingdom of God is at hand." They could not be
restrained or intimidated by threatenings. The Lord spoke through them; and wherever they went, the sick were healed,
and the poor had the gospel preached unto them. So mightily can God work when men give themselves up to the control
of His Spirit.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS 254.3}

The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of
Christ. It imbues the receiver with the attributes of Christ. Only those who are thus taught of God, those who possess the
inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is manifested, are to stand as representative men, to
minister in behalf of the church.--The Desire of Ages, p. 805. {ChS 254.4}

Peculiar and rapid changes will soon take place, and God's people are to be endowed with the Holy Spirit, so that
with heavenly wisdom they may meet the emergencies of this age, and as far as possible counteract the demoralizing
movements of the world. If the church is not asleep, if the followers of Christ watch and pray, they may have light to
comprehend and appreciate the movements of the enemy.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 436. {ChS 254.5}



Promise Unappreciated

Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. But the promise is
not appreciated as it should be; and therefore its fulfillment is not seen as it might be. The promise of the Spirit is a
matter little thought of; and the result is only what might be expected,--spiritual drouth, spiritual darkness, spiritual
declension and death. Minor matters occupy the attention, and the divine power which is necessary for the growth and
prosperity of the church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in its infinite
plenitude.--Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21. {ChS 255.1}

Some Idly Waiting for Season of Refreshing

There are some who, instead of wisely improving present opportunities, are idly waiting for some special season of
spiritual refreshing by which their ability to enlighten others will be greatly increased. They neglect present duties and
privileges, and allow their light to burn dim, while they look forward to a time when, without any effort on their part,
they will be made the recipients of special blessing, by which they will be transformed and fitted for service.--The Acts
of the Apostles, p. 54. {ChS 255.2}

Christ's Successor

The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and independent thereof.
Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally. Therefore it was for their interest that He
should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because
of his location or his personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He
would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high.--The Desire of Ages, p. 669. {ChS 255.3}

Holy Spirit at Work from Beginning

From the beginning God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human instrumentalities for the
accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives of the patriarchs. To the
church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His "good Spirit to instruct them." And in the days of the
apostles He wrought mightily for His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same power that sustained the
patriarchs, that gave Caleb and Joshua faith and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church effective, has
upheld God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the power of the Holy Spirit that during the Dark
Ages the Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way for the Reformation. It was the same power that made
successful the efforts of the noble men and women who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern missions,
and for the translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations and peoples.--The Acts of the Apostles,
p- 53. {ChS 256.1}
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Lesson 3 Study Help
January 21, 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 1, pages 15-24
God’s Call to Service

The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and its mission is to carry
the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that through His church shall be reflected to the
world His fulness and His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His
marvelous light, are to show forth His glory.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 9. {ChS 15.1}

Let no church think it is too small to exert an influence and do service in the great work for this time. {ChS 15.2}

Go to work, brethren. It is not alone the large camp-meetings or conventions and councils that will have the especial
favor of God; the humblest effort of unselfish love will be crowned with His blessings, and receive its great reward. Do
what you can, and God will increase your ability.--Review and Herald, March 13, 1888. {ChS 15.3}

Witnesses

We are Christ's witnesses, and we are not to allow worldly interests and plans to absorb our time and attention.--
Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 53, 54. {ChS 15.4}

"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord. . . . [ have declared, and have saved, and I have showed, when there was no
strange god among you: therefore ye are My witnesses." "I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house."--The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 10. {ChS 15.5}

The people of the world are worshiping false gods. They are to be turned from their false worship, not by hearing
denunciation of their idols, but by beholding something better. God's goodness is to be made known. "Ye are My
witnesses, saith the Lord, that [ am God."-- Christ's Object Lessons, p. 299. {ChS 15.6}

All who would enter the city of God must during their earthly life set forth Christ in their dealings. It is this that
constitutes them the messengers of Christ, His witnesses. They are to bear a plain, decided testimony against all evil
practices, pointing sinners to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 23. {ChS
15.7}

The disciples were to go forth as Christ's witnesses, to declare to the world what they had seen and heard of Him.
Their office was the most important to which human beings had ever been called, second only to that of Christ Himself.
They were to be workers together with God for the saving of men.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 19. {ChS 16.1}

The divine Teacher says: My Spirit alone is competent to teach and to convict of sin. Externals make only a
temporary impression upon the mind. I will enforce truth on the conscience, and men shall be My witnesses, throughout
the world asserting My claims on man's time, his money, his intellect.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 159. {ChS 16.2}

Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world. We are to
acknowledge His grace as made known through the holy men of old; but that which will be most effectual is the
testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as we reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is
divine. Every individual has a life distinct from all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. God
desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked by our own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the
praise of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christlike life, have an irresistible power, that works for the
salvation of souls.--The Desire of Ages, p. 347. {ChS 16.3}

God cannot display the knowledge of His will and the wonders of His grace among the unbelieving world, unless He
has witnesses scattered all over the earth. It is His plan that those who are partakers of this great salvation through Jesus
Christ, should be His missionaries, bodies of light throughout the world, to be as signs to the people, living epistles,
known and read of all men, their faith and works testifying to the near approach of the coming Saviour, and showing that
they have not received the grace of God in vain. The people must be warned to prepare for the coming judgment.--
Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 631, 632. {ChS 16.4}

As they [the disciples] meditated upon His pure, holy life, they felt that no toil would be too hard, no sacrifice too
great, if only they could bear witness in their lives to the loveliness of Christ's character. O, if they could but have the
past three years to live over, they thought, how differently they would act! If they could only see the Master again, how
earnestly they would strive to show Him how deeply they loved Him, and how sincerely they sorrowed for having ever
grieved Him by a word or an act of unbelief! But they were comforted by the thought that they were forgiven. And they
determined that, so far as possible, they would atone for their unbelief by bravely confessing Him before the world.--The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 36. {ChS 17.1}
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The two restored demoniacs were the first missionaries whom Christ sent to preach the gospel in the region of
Decapolis. For a few moments only, these men had been privileged to hear the teachings of Christ. Not one sermon from
His lips had ever fallen upon their ears. They could not instruct the people as the disciples who had been daily with
Christ were able to do. But they bore in their own persons the evidence that Jesus was the Messiah. They could tell what
they knew; what they themselves had seen, and heard, and felt of the power of Christ. This is what every one can do
whose heart has been touched by the grace of God. John, the beloved disciple, wrote: "That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life; . . . that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you." As witnesses for Christ, we
are to tell what we know, what we ourselves have seen and heard and felt. If we have been following Jesus step by step,
we shall have something right to the point to tell concerning the way in which He has led us. We can tell how we have
tested His promise, and found the promise true. We can bear witness to what we have known of the grace of Christ. This
is the witness for which our Lord calls, and for want of which the world is perishing.--The Desire of Ages, p. 340. {ChS
17.2}

Channels of Light and Blessing

We are to be consecrated channels, through which the heavenly life is to flow to others. The Holy Spirit is to animate
and pervade the whole church, purifying and cementing hearts.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 20. {ChS 18.1}

Every follower of Jesus has a work to do as a missionary for Christ, in the family, in the neighborhood, in the town or
city where he lives. All who are consecrated to God are channels of light. God makes them instruments of righteousness
to communicate to others the light of truth.--Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 632. {ChS 18.2}

The result of the work of Jesus, as He sat, weary and hungry, at the well, was widespread in blessing. The one soul
whom He sought to help became a means of reaching others and bringing them to the Saviour. This is ever the way that
the work of God has made progress on the earth. Let your light shine, and other lights will be kindled.--Gospel Workers,
p. 195. {ChS 18.3}

Many have an idea that they are responsible to Christ alone for their light and experience, independent of His
recognized followers on earth. Jesus is the friend of sinners; and His heart is touched with their woe. He has all power,
both in heaven and on earth; but He respects the means that He has ordained for the enlightenment and salvation of men;
He directs sinners to the church, which He has made a channel of light to the world.-- The Acts of the Apostles, p. 122.
{ChS 18.4}

To the early church had been intrusted a constantly enlarging work,--that of establishing centers of light and blessing
wherever there were honest souls willing to give themselves to the service of Christ.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 90.
{ChS 18.5}

As the rays of the sun penetrate to the remotest corners of the globe, so God designs that the light of the gospel shall
extend to every soul upon the earth. If the church of Christ were fulfilling the purpose of our Lord, light would be shed
upon all that sit in darkness and in the region and shadow of death.--Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 42. {ChS
18.6}

It is the privilege of every soul to be a living channel through which God can communicate to the world the treasures
of His grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that Christ desires so much as agents who will represent
to the world His Spirit and character. There is nothing that the world needs so much as the manifestation through
humanity of the Saviour's love. All heaven is waiting for channels through which can be poured the holy oil to be a joy
and blessing to human hearts.-- Christ's Object Lessons, p. 419. {ChS 19.1}

The glory of the church of God is in the piety of its members; for there is the hiding of Christ's power. The influence
of the sincere children of God may be esteemed as of little worth, but it will be felt throughout time, and rightly revealed
in the day of reward. The light of a true Christian, shining forth in steadfast piety, in unwavering faith, will prove to the
world the power of a living Saviour. In His followers Christ will be revealed as a well of water, springing up into
everlasting life. Although scarcely known to the world, they are acknowledged as God's peculiar people, His chosen
vessels of salvation, His channels whereby light is to come to the world.--Review, March 24, 1891. {ChS 19.2}

Church members, let the light shine forth. Let your voices be heard in humble prayer, in witness against
intemperance, the folly and the amusements of this world, and in the proclamation of the truth for this time. Your voice,
your influence, your time,--all these are gifts from God, and are to be used in winning souls to Christ.-- Testimonies, vol.
9, p. 38. {ChS 19.3}

I have been shown that the disciples of Christ are His representatives upon the earth; and God designs that they shall
be lights in the moral darkness of this world, dotted all over the country, in the towns, villages, and cities, "a spectacle
unto the world, to angels, and to man."-- Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 631. {ChS 19.4}

The followers of Christ are to be the light of the world; but God does not bid them make an effort to shine. He does
not approve of any self-satisfied endeavor to display superior goodness. He desires that their souls shall be imbued with
the principles of heaven; then, as they come in contact with the world, they will reveal the light that is in them. Their
steadfast fidelity in every act of life will be a means of illumination.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 36. {ChS 19.5}

When, in the midst of his blind error and prejudice, Saul was given a revelation of the Christ whom he was
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persecuting, he was placed in direct communication with the church, which is the light of the world. In this case,
Ananias represents Christ, and also represents Christ's ministers upon the earth, who are appointed to act in His stead. In
Christ's stead, Ananias touches the eyes of Saul, that they may receive sight. In Christ's stead, he places his hands upon
him, and as he prays in Christ's name, Saul receives the Holy Ghost. All is done in the name and by the authority of
Christ. Christ is the foundation; the church is the channel of communication.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 122. {ChS
20.1}

Error is prevailing everywhere. The great adversary of souls is mustering his forces. He is setting every device in
operation in order to confuse the minds of men with specious errors, and thus destroy souls. Those with whom God has
intrusted the treasures of His truth are to let the light shine amid the moral darkness.--Historical Sketches, p. 290. {ChS
20.2}

God requires His people to shine as lights in the world. It is not merely the ministers who are required to do this, but
every disciple of Christ. Their conversation should be heavenly. And while they enjoy communion with God, they will
wish to have intercourse with their fellow men, in order to express by their words and acts the love of God which
animates their hearts. In this way they will be lights in the world, and the light transmitted through them will not go out
or be taken away.--Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 122, 123. {ChS 20.3}

Christ's followers should be instruments of righteousness, workmen, living stones, emitting light, that they may
encourage the presence of heavenly angels. They are required to be channels, as it were, through which the spirit of truth
and righteousness shall flow.--Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 126, 127. {ChS 20.4}

The Lord has made His church the repository of divine influence. The heavenly universe is waiting for the members
to become channels through which the current of life shall flow to the world, that many may be converted, and in their
turn become channels through which the grace of Christ shall flow to the desert portions of the Lord's vineyard.-- Bible
Echo, Aug. 12, 1901. {ChS 21.1}

Every one who is connected with God will impart light to others. If there are any who have no light to give, it is
because they have no connection with the Source of light.--Historical Sketches, p. 291. {ChS 21.2}

God has appointed His children to give light to others, and if they fail to do it, and souls are left in the darkness of
error because of their failure to do that which they might have done, had they been vitalized by the Holy Spirit, they will
be accountable to God. We have been called out of darkness into His marvelous light, in order that we may show forth
the praises of Christ.--Review and Herald, Dec. 12, 1893. {ChS 21.3}

All who are consecrated to God will be channels of light. God makes them His agents to communicate to others the
riches of His grace. . . . Our influence upon others depends not so much upon what we say, as upon what we are. Men
may combat and defy our logic, they may resist our appeals; but a life of disinterested love is an argument they cannot
gainsay. A consistent life, characterized by the meekness of Christ, is a power in the world.--The Desire of Ages, pp.
141, 142. {ChS 21.4}

Those who should have been the light of the world have shed forth but feeble and sickly beams. What is light? It is
piety, goodness, truth, mercy, love; it is the revealing of the truth in the character and life. The gospel is dependent on
the personal piety of its believers for its aggressive power, and God has made provision through the death of His beloved
Son, that every soul may be thoroughly furnished unto every good work. Every soul is to be a bright and shining light,
showing forth the praises of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. "We are laborers together
with God." Yes, laborers; that means doing earnest service in the vineyard of the Lord. There are souls to be saved,--
souls in our churches, in our Sabbath schools, and in our neighborhoods.--Review and Herald, March 24, 1891. {ChS
21.5}

It is in working for others that they will keep their own souls alive. If they will become colaborers with Jesus, we
shall see the light in our churches steadily burning brighter and brighter, sending forth its rays to penetrate the darkness
beyond their own borders.--Historical Sketches, p. 291. {ChS 22.1}

"Ye are the light of the world." The Jews thought to confine the benefits of salvation to their own nation; but Christ
showed them that salvation is like the sunshine. It belongs to the whole world.--The Desire of Ages, p. 306. {ChS 22.2}

Hearts that respond to the influence of the Holy Spirit are the channels through which God's blessing flows. Were
those who served God removed from the earth, and His Spirit withdrawn from among men, this world would be left to
desolation and destruction, the fruit of Satan's dominion. Though the wicked know it not, they owe even the blessings of
this life to the presence, in the world, of God's people whom they despise and oppress. But if Christians are such in name
only, they are like the salt that has lost its savor. They have no influence for good in the world. Through their
misrepresentation of God they are worse than unbelievers.--The Desire of Ages, p. 306. {ChS 22.3}

The Divine Commission

The work which the disciples did, we also are to do. Every Christian is to be a missionary. In sympathy and
compassion we are to minister to those in need of help, seeking with unselfish earnestness to lighten the woes of
suffering humanity.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 104. {ChS 22.4}

Before ascending to heaven, Christ gave His disciples their commission. He told them that they were to be the
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executors of the will in which He bequeathed to the world the treasures of eternal life.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 27.
{ChS 22.5}

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in every age have shared. Every one who has received the gospel has
been given sacred truth to impart to the world. God's faithful people have always been aggressive missionaries,
consecrating their resources to the honor of His name, and wisely using their talents in His service.--The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 109. {ChS 22.6}

The gospel commission is the great missionary charter of Christ's kingdom. The disciples were to work earnestly for
souls, giving to all the invitation of mercy. They were not to wait for the people to come to them; they were to go to the
people with their message.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 28. {ChS 23.1}

God's messengers are commissioned to take up the very work that Christ did while on this earth. They are to give
themselves to every line of ministry that He carried on. With earnestness and sincerity, they are to tell men of the
unsearchable riches and the immortal treasure of heaven.-- Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 130. {ChS 23.2}

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Saviour is to be
uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world. The Lord calls for pastors, teachers, and
evangelists. From door to door His servants are to proclaim the message of salvation. To every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people the tidings of pardon through Christ are to be carried. Not with tame, lifeless utterances is the message to be
given, but with clear, decided, stirring utterances. Hundreds are waiting for the warning to escape for their lives. The
world needs to see in Christians an evidence of the power of Christianity. Not merely in a few places, but throughout the
world, messages of mercy are needed.-- Gospel Workers, p. 29. {ChS 23.3}

When Jesus ascended to heaven, He committed His work on earth to those who had received the light of the gospel.
They were to carry the work forward to completion. He has provided no other agency for the promulgation of His truth.
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." "And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world." This solemn commission reaches us in this age. God leaves with His church the responsibility of receiving or
rejecting it.--Historical Sketches, p. 288. {ChS 23.4}

Upon us is laid a sacred charge. The commission has been given us: "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Matthew
28:19, 20, margin. You are dedicated to the work of making known the gospel of salvation. Heaven's perfection is to be
your power.--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 20, 21. {ChS 24.1}

Called From Common Walks of Life

The common people are to take their place as workers. Sharing the sorrows of their fellow men as the Saviour shared
the sorrows of humanity, they will by faith see Him working with them.--Gospel Workers, p. 38. {ChS 24.2}

In all fields, nigh and afar off, men will be called from the plow and from the more common commercial business
vocations that largely occupy the mind, and will be educated in connection with men of experience. As they learn to
labor effectively, they will proclaim the truth with power. Through most wonderful workings of divine providence,
mountains of difficulty will be removed, and cast into the sea. The message that means so much to the dwellers upon the
earth, will be heard and understood. Men will know what is truth. Onward and still onward the work will advance, until
the whole earth shall have been warned; and then shall the end come.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 96. {ChS 24.3}

God can and will use those who have not had a thorough education in the schools of men. A doubt of His power to do
this, is manifest unbelief; it is limiting the omnipotent power of the One with whom nothing is impossible. O for less of
this uncalled-for, distrustful caution! It leaves so many forces of the church unused; it closes up the way, so that the
Holy Spirit cannot use men; it keeps in idleness those who are willing and anxious to labor in Christ's lines; it
discourages from entering the work many who would become efficient laborers together with God, if they were given a
fair chance.--Gospel Workers, pp. 488, 489. {ChS 24.4}
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Lesson 4 Study Help
January 28", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 10, pages 113-131
Methods

House to House

Of equal importance with special public efforts is house-to-house work in the homes of the people. In large cities
there are certain classes that cannot be reached by public meetings. These must be searched out as the shepherd searches
for his lost sheep. Diligent, personal effort must be put forth in their behalf. When personal work is neglected, many
precious opportunities are lost, which, were they improved, would advance the work decidedly.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p.
111. {ChS 113.1}

Deeds as well as words of sympathy are needed. Christ prefaced the giving of His message by deeds of love and
benevolence. Let these workers go from house to house, helping where help is needed, and, as opportunity offers, telling
the story of the cross. Christ is to be their text. They need not dwell upon doctrinal subjects; let them speak of the work
and sacrifice of Christ. Let them hold up His righteousness, in their lives revealing His purity.-- Testimonies, vol. 7, p.
228. {ChS 113.2}

God is no respecter of persons. He will use humble, devoted Christians, even if they have not received so thorough an
education as some others. Let such ones engage in service for Him by doing house-to-house work. Sitting by the
fireside, they can--if humble, discreet, and godly-- do more to meet the real needs of families than could an ordained
minister.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 21. {ChS 113.3}

Among the members of our churches there should be more house-to-house labor, in giving Bible readings and
distributing literature.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 127. {ChS 113.4}

Those who engage in house-to-house labor will find opportunities for ministry in many lines. They should pray for
the sick, and should do all in their power to relieve them from suffering. They should work among the lowly, the poor,
and the oppressed. We should pray for and with the helpless ones who have not strength of will to control the appetites
that passion has degraded. Earnest, persevering effort must be made for the salvation of those in whose hearts an interest
is awakened. Many can be reached only through acts of disinterested kindness. Their physical wants must first be
relieved. As they see evidence of our unselfish love, it will be easier for them to believe in the love of Christ.--
Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 83, 84. {ChS 113.5}

Let the workers go from house to house, opening the Bible to the people, circulating the publications, telling others of
the light that has blessed their own souls.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 123. {ChS 114.1}

Our Saviour went from house to house, healing the sick, comforting the mourners, soothing the afflicted, speaking
peace to the disconsolate. He took the little children in His arms and blessed them, and spoke words of hope and comfort
to the weary mothers. With unfailing tenderness and gentleness, He met every form of human woe and affliction. Not for
Himself, but for others did He labor. He was the servant of all. It was His meat and drink to bring hope and strength to
all with whom He came in contact.--Gospel Workers, p. 188. {ChS 114.2}

The presentation of the truth, in love and simplicity, from house to house, is in harmony with the instruction that
Christ gave His disciples when He sent them out on their first missionary tour. By songs of praise, by humble, heartfelt
prayers, many will be reached. The divine Worker will be present to send conviction to hearts. "I am with you always,"
is His promise. With the assurance of the abiding presence of such a helper, we may labor with faith and hope and
courage. --Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 34. {ChS 114.3}

House-to-house laborers are needed. The Lord calls for decided efforts to be put forth in places where the people
know nothing of Bible truth. Singing and prayer and Bible readings are needed in the homes of the people. Now, just
now, is the time to obey the commission, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you."
Those who do this work must have a ready knowledge of the Scriptures. "It is written" is to be their weapon of defense.-
-Counsels to Teachers, p. 540. {ChS 114.4}

My brethren and sisters, visit those who live near you, and by sympathy and kindness seek to reach their hearts. Be
sure to work in a way that will remove prejudice instead of creating it. And remember that those who know the truth for
this time, and yet confine their efforts to their own churches, refusing to work for their unconverted neighbors, will be
called to account for unfulfilled duties.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 34. {ChS 115.1}

On this first tour the disciples were to go only where Jesus had been before them, and had made friends. Their
preparation for the journey was to be of the simplest kind. Nothing must be allowed to divert their minds from their great
work, or in any way excite opposition and close the door for further labor. They were not to adopt the dress of the
religious teachers, nor use any guise in apparel to distinguish them from the humble peasants. They were not to enter
into the synagogues and call the people together for public service; their efforts were to be put forth in house-to-house
labor. They were not to waste time in needless salutations, or in going from house to house for entertainment. But in
every place they were to accept the hospitality of those who were worthy, those who wo i
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The Combination of Spiritual Revival and Personal Work

When churches are revived, it is because some individual seeks earnestly for the blessing of God. He hungers and
thirsts after God, and asks in faith, and receives accordingly. He goes to work in earnest, feeling his great dependence
upon the Lord, and souls are aroused to seek for a like blessing, and a season of refreshing falls on the hearts of men.
The extensive work will not be neglected. The larger plans will be laid at the right time; but personal, individual effort
and interest for your friends and neighbors, will accomplish much more than can be estimated. It is for the want of this
kind of labor that souls for whom Christ died are perishing. {ChS 121.1}

One soul is of infinite value; for Calvary speaks its worth. One soul, won to the truth, will be instrumental in winning
others, and there will be an ever-increasing result of blessing and salvation. Your work may accomplish more real good
than the more extensive meetings, if they lack in personal effort. When both are combined, with the blessing of God, a
more perfect and thorough work may be wrought; but if we can have but one part done, let it be the individual labor of
opening the Scriptures in households, making personal appeals, and talking familiarly with the members of the family,
not about things of little importance, but of the great themes of redemption. Let them see that your heart is burdened for
the salvation of souls.--Review and Herald, March 13, 1888. {ChS 121.2}

Go to the People

We are not to wait for souls to come to us; we must seek them out where they are. When the word has been preached
in the pulpit, the work has but just begun. There are multitudes who will never be reached by the gospel unless it is
carried to them.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 229. {ChS 121.3}

The gospel commission is the great missionary charter of Christ's kingdom. The disciples were to work earnestly for
souls, giving to all the invitation of mercy. They were not to wait for the people to come to them; they were to go to the
people with their message.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 28. {ChS 121.4}

Invite to Your Home for Bible Study

Invite your neighbors to your home, and read with them from the precious Bible and from books that explain its
truths. Invite them to unite with you in song and prayer. In these little gatherings, Christ Himself will be present, as He
has promised, and hearts will be touched by His grace. --The Ministry of Healing, pp. 152, 153. {ChS 122.1}

While in Ephesus, Apollos "began to speak boldly in the synagogue." Among his hearers were Aquila and Priscilla,
who, perceiving that he had not yet received the full light of the gospel, "took him unto them, and expounded unto him
the way of God more perfectly." Through their teaching he obtained a clearer understanding of the Scriptures, and
became one of the ablest advocates of the Christian faith.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 270. {ChS 122.2}

Be Social

To all who are working with Christ I would say, Wherever you can gain access to the people by the fireside, improve
your opportunity. Take your Bible, and open before them its great truths. Your success will not depend so much upon
your knowledge and accomplishments, as upon your ability to find your way to the heart. By being social and coming
close to the people, you may turn the current of their thoughts more readily than by the most able discourse. The
presentation of Christ in the family, by the fireside, and in small gatherings in private houses, is often more successful in
winning souls to Jesus than are sermons delivered in the open air, to the moving throng, or even in halls or churches.--
Gospel Workers, p. 193. {ChS 122.3}

The example of Christ in linking Himself with the interests of humanity should be followed by all who preach His
word, and by all who have received the gospel of His grace. We are not to renounce social communion. We should not
seclude ourselves from others. In order to reach all classes, we must meet them where they are. They will seldom seek us
of their own accord. Not alone from the pulpit are the hearts of men touched by divine truth. There is another field of
labor, humbler, it may be, but fully as promising. It is found in the home of the lowly, and in the mansion of the great; at
the hospitable board, and in gatherings for innocent social enjoyment.--The Desire of Ages, p. 152. {ChS 122.4}

Christ was not exclusive, and He had given special offense to the Pharisees by departing in this respect from their
rigid rules. He found the domain of religion fenced in by high walls of seclusion, as too sacred a matter for everyday
life. These walls of partition He overthrew. In His contact with men He did not ask, What is your creed? To what church
do you belong? He exercised His helping power in behalf of all who needed help. Instead of secluding Himself in a
hermit's cell in order to show His heavenly character, He labored earnestly for humanity. He inculcated the principle that
Bible religion does not consist in the mortification of the body. He taught that pure and undefiled religion is not meant
only for set times and special occasions. At all times and in all places He manifested a loving interest in men, and shed
about Him the light of a cheerful piety.--The Desire of Ages, p. 86. {ChS 123.1}

In face of their prejudices He accepted the hospitality of this despised people. He slept under their roofs, ate with
them at their tables,--partaking of the food prepared and served by their hands,--taught in their streets, and treated them
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with the utmost kindness and courtesy.--The Desire of Ages, p. 193. {ChS 123.2}
Manifest Sympathetic Interest

Those who are fighting the battle of life at great odds may be refreshed and strengthened by little attentions which
cost nothing. Kindly words simply spoken, little attentions simply bestowed, will sweep away the clouds of temptation
and doubt that gather over the soul. The true heart-expression of Christlike sympathy, given in simplicity, has power to
open the door of hearts that need the simple, delicate touch of the Spirit of Christ.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 30. {ChS
123.3}

Thousands of hearts can be reached in the most simple, humble way. The most intellectual, those who are looked
upon and praised as the world's most gifted men and women, are often refreshed by the simple words that flow from the
heart of one who loves God, and who can speak of that love as naturally as the worldling speaks of the things which his
mind contemplates and feeds upon. Often the words well prepared and studied have little influence. But the true, honest
words of a son or daughter of God, spoken in natural simplicity, will open the door to hearts that have long been locked.-
-Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 115. {ChS 124.1}

Cite Personal Experience

Those who have put on Christ will relate their experience, tracing step by step the leadings of the Holy Spirit,-- their
hungering and thirsting for the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent, the result of their searching of
the Scriptures, their prayers, their soul-agony, and the words of Christ to them, "Thy sins be forgiven thee." It is
unnatural for any to keep these things secret, and those who are filled with the love of Christ will not do so. In
proportion as the Lord has made them the depositaries of sacred truth will be their desire that others shall receive the
same blessing. And as they make known the rich treasures of God's grace, more and still more of the grace of Christ will
be imparted to them.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 125. {ChS 124.2}

Arouse every spiritual energy to action. Tell those whom you visit that the end of all things is at hand. The Lord Jesus
Christ will open the door of their hearts, and will make upon their minds lasting impressions. Strive to arouse men and
women from their spiritual insensibility. Tell them how you found Jesus, and how blessed you have been since you
gained an experience in His service. Tell them what blessing comes to you as you sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn
precious lessons from His Word. Tell them of the gladness and joy there is in the Christian life. Your warm, fervent
words will convince them that you have found the pearl of great price. Let your cheerful, encouraging words show that
you have certainly found the higher way. This is genuine missionary work, and as it is done many will awake as from a
dream.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 38. {ChS 124.3}

Those whom God employs as His instruments may be regarded by some as inefficient; but if they can pray, if in
simplicity they can talk the truth because they love it, they may reach the people through the Holy Spirit's power. As
they present the truth in simplicity, reading from the Word, or recalling incidents of experience, the Holy Spirit makes
an impression on mind and character. The will becomes subordinate to the will of God; the truth heretofore not
understood comes to the heart with living conviction, and becomes a spiritual reality.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 444. {ChS
125.1}

Illustrations Effective

His messages of mercy were varied to suit His audience. He knew "how to speak a word in season to him that is
weary;" for grace was poured upon His lips, that He might convey to men in the most attractive way the treasures of
truth. He had tact to meet the prejudiced minds, and surprise them with illustrations that won their attention. Through the
imagination He reached the heart. His illustrations were taken from the things of daily life, and although they were
simple, they had in them a wonderful depth of meaning. The birds of the air, the lilies of the field, the seed, the shepherd
and the sheep,--with these objects Christ illustrated immortal truth; and ever afterward, when His hearers chanced to see
these things in nature, they recalled His words. Christ's illustrations constantly repeated His lessons.--The Desire of
Ages, p. 254. {ChS 125.2}

The apostles endeavored to impart to these idolaters a knowledge of God the Creator, and of His Son, the Saviour of
the human race. They first directed attention to the wonderful works of God,--the sun, the moon, and the stars, the
beautiful order of the recurring seasons, the mighty snow-capped mountains, the lofty trees, and other varied wonders of
nature, which showed a skill beyond human comprehension. Through these works of the Almighty, the apostles led the
minds of the heathen to a contemplation of the great Ruler of the universe.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 180. {ChS
125.3}

Deal with Practical Fundamentals

Paul was an eloquent speaker. Before his conversion, he had often sought to impress his hearers by flights of oratory.
But now he set all this aside. Instead of indulging in poetic descriptions and fanciful representations, which might please
the senses and feed the imagination, but which would not touch the daily experience, Paul sought by the use of simple
language to bring home to the heart the truths that are of vital importance. Fanciful representations of truth may cause an
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ecstasy of feeling; but all too often, truths presented in this way do not supply the food necessary to strengthen and
fortify the believer for the battles of life. The immediate needs, the present trials, of struggling souls, --these must be met
with sound, practical instruction in the fundamental principles of Christianity.--The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 251, 252.
{ChS 126.1}

Hold to Affirmative Truth

Often, as you seek to present the truth, opposition will be aroused; but if you seek to meet the opposition with
argument, you will only multiply it, and that you cannot afford to do. Hold to the affirmative. Angels of God are
watching you, and they understand how to impress those whose opposition you refuse to meet with argument. Dwell not
on the negative points of questions that arise, but gather to your minds affirmative truths, and fasten them there by much
earnest prayer and heart-consecration.--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 147, 148. {ChS 126.2}

Representatives in the Thoroughfares of Travel

Those who in response to the call of the hour have entered the service of the Master Workman, may well study His
methods of labor. During His earthly ministry, the Saviour took advantage of the opportunities to be found along the
great thoroughfares of travel. It was at Capernaum that Jesus dwelt at the intervals of His journeys to and fro, and it
came to be known as "His own city." This city was well adapted to be the center of the Saviour's work. Being on the
highway from Damascus to Jerusalem and Egypt, and to the Mediterranean Sea, it was a great thoroughfare of travel.
People from many lands passed through the city, or tarried for rest on their journeyings to and fro. Here Jesus could
meet all nations and all ranks, the rich and great, as well as the poor and lowly; and His lessons would be carried to other
countries and into many households. Investigation of the prophecies would thus be excited; attention would be directed
to the Saviour, and His mission would be brought before the world.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 121. {ChS 126.3}

In the world-renowned health resorts and centers of tourist traffic, crowded with many thousands of seekers after
health and pleasure, there should be stationed ministers and canvassers capable of arresting the attention of the
multitudes. Let these workers watch their chance for presenting the message for this time, and hold meetings as they
have opportunity. Let them be quick to seize opportunities to speak to the people. Accompanied by the power of the
Holy Spirit, let them meet the people with the message borne by John the Baptist, "Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2. The word of God is to be presented with clearness and power, that those who have ears
to hear may hear the truth. Thus the gospel of present truth will be placed in the way of those who know it not, and it
will be accepted by not a few, and carried by them to their own homes in all parts of the world.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p.
122. {ChS 127.1}

"Ministry of Healing" and "Christ's Object Lessons" are peculiarly adapted for use in tourist centers, and everything
possible should be done to place copies of these works in the hands of those who have leisure and inclination to read. --
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 85. {ChS 127.2}

Health restaurants and treatment-rooms should be established. Our efforts in these lines should include the great
seaside resorts. As the voice of John the Baptist was heard in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord," so must
the voice of the Lord's messengers be heard in the great tourist and seaside resorts.--Testimonies, vol. 7, pp. 55, 56.
{ChS 127.3}

Sent Forth Two by Two

Calling the twelve about Him, Jesus bade them go out two and two through the towns and villages. None were sent
forth alone, but brother was associated with brother, friend with friend. Thus they could help and encourage each other,
counseling and praying together, each one's strength supplementing the other's weakness. In the same manner He
afterward sent forth the seventy. It was the Saviour's purpose that the messengers of the gospel should be associated in
this way. In our own time evangelistic work would be far more successful if this example were more closely followed.--
The Desire of Ages, p. 350. {ChS 127.4}

Medical Evangelistic Tours

From the instruction that the Lord has given me from time to time, I know that there should be workers who make
medical evangelistic tours among the towns and villages. Those who do this work will gather a rich harvest of souls,
from both the higher and lower classes. The way for this work is best prepared by the efforts of the faithful canvasser.--
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 172. {ChS 128.1}

Gospel Medical Missionaries

Workers--gospel medical missionaries--are needed now. You cannot afford to spend years in preparation. Soon doors
now open to the truth will be forever closed. Carry the message now. Do not wait, allowing the enemy to take possession
of the fields now open before you. Let little companies go forth to do the work to which Christ appointed His disciples.
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et them labor as evangelists, scattering our publications, and talking of the truth to those they meet. Let them pray for
the sick, ministering to their necessities, not with drugs, but with nature's remedies, and teaching them how to regain
health and avoid disease.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 172. {ChS 128.2}

My brethren and sisters, give yourselves to the Lord for service. Allow no opportunity to pass unimproved. Visit the
sick and suffering, and show a kindly interest in them. If possible, do something to make them more comfortable.
Through this means you can reach their hearts, and speak a word for Christ. Eternity alone will reveal how far-reaching
such a line of labor can be. Other lines of usefulness will open before those who are willing to do the duty nearest them.-
-Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 36. {ChS 128.3}

Industrial Education

There are multitudes of poor families for whom no better missionary work could be done than to assist them in
settling on the land and in learning how to make it yield them a livelihood. The need for such help and instruction is not
confined to the cities. Even in the country, with all its possibilities for a better life, multitudes of the poor are in great
need. Whole communities are devoid of education in industrial and sanitary lines. Families live in hovels, with scant
furniture and clothing, without tools, without books, destitute of both comforts and conveniences, and of means of
culture. Imbruted souls, bodies weak and ill-formed, reveal the results of evil heredity and of wrong habits. These people
must be educated from the very foundation. They have led shiftless, idle, corrupt lives, and they need to be trained to
correct habits.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 192. {ChS 129.1}

Attention should be given to the establishment of various industries so that poor families can find employment.
Carpenters, blacksmiths, and indeed every one who understands some line of useful labor, should feel a responsibility to
teach and help the ignorant and the unemployed.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 194. {ChS 129.2}

Christian farmers can do real missionary work in helping the poor to find homes on the land, and in teaching them
how to till the soil and make it productive. Teach them how to use the implements of agriculture, how to cultivate
various crops, how to plant and care for orchards.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 193. {ChS 129.3}

In ministry to the poor there is a wide field of service for women as well as for men. The efficient cook, the
housekeeper, the seamstress, the nurse,--the help of all is needed. Let the members of poor households be taught how to
cook, how to make and mend their own clothing, how to nurse the sick, how to care properly for the home. Let boys and
girls be thoroughly taught some useful trade or occupation.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 194. {ChS 129.4}

Invite to Gospel Meetings

There are many things that persons may do if they only have a mind to work. There are many who will not go to
church to hear the truth preached. By personal efforts in simplicity and wisdom these might be persuaded to turn their
feet to the house of God. Conviction may fasten upon their minds the first time they hear a discourse upon present truth.
Should your solicitations be refused, do not be discouraged. Persevere till success crowns your efforts. --Review and
Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 130.1}

Gather Into the Sabbath School

Another work in which all may engage is gathering children and youth into the Sabbath school. The young may in
this way labor efficiently for the dear Saviour. They may shape the destinies of souls. They may do a work for the
church and the world the extent and greatness of which will never be known until the day of final accounts, when the
"Well done" is spoken to the good and faithful.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 130.2}

By Pen and Voice

With pen and voice proclaim that Jesus lives to make intercession for us. Unite with the great Master Worker, follow
the self-denying Redeemer through His pilgrimage of love on earth.--Review and Herald, Jan. 24, 1893. {ChS 130.3}

Some will work in one way and some in another, as the Lord shall call and lead them. But they are all to strive
together, seeking to make the work a perfect whole. With pen and voice they are to labor for Him.--Testimonies, vol. 9,
p- 26. {ChS 130.4}

Christ crucified,--talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break and win hearts.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 67. {ChS 130.5}

The pen is a power in the hands of men who feel the truth burning upon the altar of their hearts, and who have an
intelligent zeal for God, balanced with sound judgment. The pen, dipped in the fountain of pure truth, can send the
beams of light to dark corners of the earth, which will reflect its rays back, adding new power, and giving increased light
to be scattered everywhere.--Life Sketches, p. 214. {ChS 130.6}  Our ministers should not give all their powers to
preaching discourses, and let the work end there. They should instruct the members of the church how to take hold of
and successfully carry forward this branch of the work [missionary correspondence], which is to our tract and
missionary society like a wheel within a wheel. The movement of this inner wheel keeps in healthful, powerful action
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the outer wheel. Let this inner wheel cease its action, and the result will be seen in diminished life and activity in the
tract and missionary society.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 131.1}

Do not become weary of vigilant missionary labor. This is a work you may all engage in successfully, if you will but
connect with God. Before writing letters of inquiry, always lift up your heart to God in prayer that you may be
successful in gathering some wild branches which may be grafted into the true vine, and bear fruit to the glory of God.
All who with humble hearts take part in this work, will be continually educating themselves as workers in the vineyard
of the Lord.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 131.2}
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Lesson 5 Study Help
February 4", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 10, pages 125-131
Methods

Cite Personal Experience

Those whom God employs as His instruments may be regarded by some as inefficient; but if they can pray, if in
simplicity they can talk the truth because they love it, they may reach the people through the Holy Spirit's power. As
they present the truth in simplicity, reading from the Word, or recalling incidents of experience, the Holy Spirit makes
an impression on mind and character. The will becomes subordinate to the will of God; the truth heretofore not
understood comes to the heart with living conviction, and becomes a spiritual reality.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 444. {ChS
125.1}

Illustrations Effective

His messages of mercy were varied to suit His audience. He knew "how to speak a word in season to him that is
weary;" for grace was poured upon His lips, that He might convey to men in the most attractive way the treasures of
truth. He had tact to meet the prejudiced minds, and surprise them with illustrations that won their attention. Through the
imagination He reached the heart. His illustrations were taken from the things of daily life, and although they were
simple, they had in them a wonderful depth of meaning. The birds of the air, the lilies of the field, the seed, the shepherd
and the sheep,--with these objects Christ illustrated immortal truth; and ever afterward, when His hearers chanced to see
these things in nature, they recalled His words. Christ's illustrations constantly repeated His lessons.--The Desire of
Ages, p. 254. {ChS 125.2}

The apostles endeavored to impart to these idolaters a knowledge of God the Creator, and of His Son, the Saviour of
the human race. They first directed attention to the wonderful works of God,--the sun, the moon, and the stars, the
beautiful order of the recurring seasons, the mighty snow-capped mountains, the lofty trees, and other varied wonders of
nature, which showed a skill beyond human comprehension. Through these Works of the Almlghty, the apostles led the
minds of the heathen to a contemplation of the great Ruler of the universe.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 180. {ChS
125.3}

Deal with Practical Fundamentals

Paul was an eloquent speaker. Before his conversion, he had often sought to impress his hearers by flights of oratory.
But now he set all this aside. Instead of indulging in poetic descriptions and fanciful representations, which might please
the senses and feed the imagination, but which would not touch the daily experience, Paul sought by the use of simple
language to bring home to the heart the truths that are of vital importance. Fanciful representations of truth may cause an
ecstasy of feeling; but all too often, truths presented in this way do not supply the food necessary to strengthen and
fortify the believer for the battles of life. The immediate needs, the present trials, of struggling souls, --these must be met
with sound, practical instruction in the fundamental principles of Christianity.--The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 251, 252.
{ChS 126.1}

Hold to Affirmative Truth

Often, as you seek to present the truth, opposition will be aroused; but if you seek to meet the opposition with
argument, you will only multiply it, and that you cannot afford to do. Hold to the affirmative. Angels of God are
watching you, and they understand how to impress those whose opposition you refuse to meet with argument. Dwell not
on the negative points of questions that arise, but gather to your minds affirmative truths, and fasten them there by much
earnest prayer and heart-consecration.--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 147, 148. {ChS 126.2}

Representatives in the Thoroughfares of Travel

Those who in response to the call of the hour have entered the service of the Master Workman, may well study His
methods of labor. During His earthly ministry, the Saviour took advantage of the opportunities to be found along the
great thoroughfares of travel. It was at Capernaum that Jesus dwelt at the intervals of His journeys to and fro, and it
came to be known as "His own city." This city was well adapted to be the center of the Saviour's work. Being on the
highway from Damascus to Jerusalem and Egypt, and to the Mediterranean Sea, it was a great thoroughfare of travel.
People from many lands passed through the city, or tarried for rest on their journeyings to and fro. Here Jesus could
meet all nations and all ranks, the rich and great, as well as the poor and lowly; and His lessons would be carried to other
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countries and into many households. Investigation of the prophecies would thus be excited; attention would be directed
to the Saviour, and His mission would be brought before the world.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 121. {ChS 126.3}

In the world-renowned health resorts and centers of tourist traffic, crowded with many thousands of seekers after
health and pleasure, there should be stationed ministers and canvassers capable of arresting the attention of the
multitudes. Let these workers watch their chance for presenting the message for this time, and hold meetings as they
have opportunity. Let them be quick to seize opportunities to speak to the people. Accompanied by the power of the
Holy Spirit, let them meet the people with the message borne by John the Baptist, "Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2. The word of God is to be presented with clearness and power, that those who have ears
to hear may hear the truth. Thus the gospel of present truth will be placed in the way of those who know it not, and it
will be accepted by not a few, and carried by them to their own homes in all parts of the world.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p.
122. {ChS 127.1}

"Ministry of Healing" and "Christ's Object Lessons" are peculiarly adapted for use in tourist centers, and everything
possible should be done to place copies of these works in the hands of those who have leisure and inclination to read. --
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 85. {ChS 127.2}

Health restaurants and treatment-rooms should be established. Our efforts in these lines should include the great
seaside resorts. As the voice of John the Baptist was heard in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord," so must
the voice of the Lord's messengers be heard in the great tourist and seaside resorts.--Testimonies, vol. 7, pp. 55, 56.
{ChS 127.3}

Sent Forth Two by Two

Calling the twelve about Him, Jesus bade them go out two and two through the towns and villages. None were sent
forth alone, but brother was associated with brother, friend with friend. Thus they could help and encourage each other,
counseling and praying together, each one's strength supplementing the other's weakness. In the same manner He
afterward sent forth the seventy. It was the Saviour's purpose that the messengers of the gospel should be associated in
this way. In our own time evangelistic work would be far more successful if this example were more closely followed.--
The Desire of Ages, p. 350. {ChS 127.4}

Medical Evangelistic Tours

From the instruction that the Lord has given me from time to time, [ know that there should be workers who make
medical evangelistic tours among the towns and villages. Those who do this work will gather a rich harvest of souls,
from both the higher and lower classes. The way for this work is best prepared by the efforts of the faithful canvasser.--
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 172. {ChS 128.1}

Gospel Medical Missionaries

Workers--gospel medical missionaries--are needed now. You cannot afford to spend years in preparation. Soon doors
now open to the truth will be forever closed. Carry the message now. Do not wait, allowing the enemy to take possession
of the fields now open before you. Let little companies go forth to do the work to which Christ appointed His disciples.
Let them labor as evangelists, scattering our publications, and talking of the truth to those they meet. Let them pray for
the sick, ministering to their necessities, not with drugs, but with nature's remedies, and teaching them how to regain
health and avoid disease.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 172. {ChS 128.2}

My brethren and sisters, give yourselves to the Lord for service. Allow no opportunity to pass unimproved. Visit the
sick and suffering, and show a kindly interest in them. If possible, do something to make them more comfortable.
Through this means you can reach their hearts, and speak a word for Christ. Eternity alone will reveal how far-reaching
such a line of labor can be. Other lines of usefulness will open before those who are willing to do the duty nearest them.-
-Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 36. {ChS 128.3}

Industrial Education

There are multitudes of poor families for whom no better missionary work could be done than to assist them in
settling on the land and in learning how to make it yield them a livelihood. The need for such help and instruction is not
confined to the cities. Even in the country, with all its possibilities for a better life, multitudes of the poor are in great
need. Whole communities are devoid of education in industrial and sanitary lines. Families live in hovels, with scant
furniture and clothing, without tools, without books, destitute of both comforts and conveniences, and of means of
culture. Imbruted souls, bodies weak and ill-formed, reveal the results of evil heredity and of wrong habits. These people
must be educated from the very foundation. They have led shiftless, idle, corrupt lives, and they need to be trained to
correct habits.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 192. {ChS 129.1}

Attention should be given to the establishment of various industries so that poor families can find employment.
Carpenters, blacksmiths, and indeed every one who understands some line of useful labor, should feel a responsibility to
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teach and help the ignorant and the unemployed.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 194. {ChS 129.2}

Christian farmers can do real missionary work in helping the poor to find homes on the land, and in teaching them
how to till the soil and make it productive. Teach them how to use the implements of agriculture, how to cultivate
various crops, how to plant and care for orchards.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 193. {ChS 129.3}

In ministry to the poor there is a wide field of service for women as well as for men. The efficient cook, the
housekeeper, the seamstress, the nurse,--the help of all is needed. Let the members of poor households be taught how to
cook, how to make and mend their own clothing, how to nurse the sick, how to care properly for the home. Let boys and
girls be thoroughly taught some useful trade or occupation.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 194. {ChS 129.4}

Invite to Gospel Meetings

There are many things that persons may do if they only have a mind to work. There are many who will not go to
church to hear the truth preached. By personal efforts in simplicity and wisdom these might be persuaded to turn their
feet to the house of God. Conviction may fasten upon their minds the first time they hear a discourse upon present truth.
Should your solicitations be refused, do not be discouraged. Persevere till success crowns your efforts. --Review and
Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 130.1}

Gather Into the Sabbath School

Another work in which all may engage is gathering children and youth into the Sabbath school. The young may in
this way labor efficiently for the dear Saviour. They may shape the destinies of souls. They may do a work for the
church and the world the extent and greatness of which will never be known until the day of final accounts, when the
"Well done" is spoken to the good and faithful.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 130.2}

By Pen and Voice

With pen and voice proclaim that Jesus lives to make intercession for us. Unite with the great Master Worker, follow
the self-denying Redeemer through His pilgrimage of love on earth.--Review and Herald, Jan. 24, 1893. {ChS 130.3}

Some will work in one way and some in another, as the Lord shall call and lead them. But they are all to strive
together, seeking to make the work a perfect whole. With pen and voice they are to labor for Him.--Testimonies, vol. 9,
p- 26. {ChS 130.4}

Christ crucified,--talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break and win hearts.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 67. {ChS 130.5}

The pen is a power in the hands of men who feel the truth burning upon the altar of their hearts, and who have an
intelligent zeal for God, balanced with sound judgment. The pen, dipped in the fountain of pure truth, can send the
beams of light to dark corners of the earth, which will reflect its rays back, adding new power, and giving increased light
to be scattered everywhere.--Life Sketches, p. 214. {ChS 130.6}  Our ministers should not give all their powers to
preaching discourses, and let the work end there. They should instruct the members of the church how to take hold of
and successfully carry forward this branch of the work [missionary correspondence], which is to our tract and
missionary society like a wheel within a wheel. The movement of this inner wheel keeps in healthful, powerful action
the outer wheel. Let this inner wheel cease its action, and the result will be seen in diminished life and activity in the
tract and missionary society.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 131.1}

Do not become weary of vigilant missionary labor. This is a work you may all engage in successfully, if you will but
connect with God. Before writing letters of inquiry, always lift up your heart to God in prayer that you may be
successful in gathering some wild branches which may be grafted into the true vine, and bear fruit to the glory of God.
All who with humble hearts take part in this work, will be continually educating themselves as workers in the vineyard
of the Lord.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1880. {ChS 131.2}
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Lesson 6 Study Help
February 11", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 10, pages 113-120
Methods

House to House

Of equal importance with special public efforts is house-to-house work in the homes of the people. In large cities
there are certain classes that cannot be reached by public meetings. These must be searched out as the shepherd searches
for his lost sheep. Diligent, personal effort must be put forth in their behalf. When personal work is neglected, many
precious opportunities are lost, which, were they improved, would advance the work decidedly.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p.
111. {ChS 113.1}

Deeds as well as words of sympathy are needed. Christ prefaced the giving of His message by deeds of love and
benevolence. Let these workers go from house to house, helping where help is needed, and, as opportunity offers, telling
the story of the cross. Christ is to be their text. They need not dwell upon doctrinal subjects; let them speak of the work
and sacrifice of Christ. Let them hold up His righteousness, in their lives revealing His purity.-- Testimonies, vol. 7, p.
228. {ChS 113.2}

God is no respecter of persons. He will use humble, devoted Christians, even if they have not received so thorough an
education as some others. Let such ones engage in service for Him by doing house-to-house work. Sitting by the
fireside, they can--if humble, discreet, and godly-- do more to meet the real needs of families than could an ordained
minister.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 21. {ChS 113.3}

Among the members of our churches there should be more house-to-house labor, in giving Bible readings and
distributing literature.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 127. {ChS 113.4}

Those who engage in house-to-house labor will find opportunities for ministry in many lines. They should pray for
the sick, and should do all in their power to relieve them from suffering. They should work among the lowly, the poor,
and the oppressed. We should pray for and with the helpless ones who have not strength of will to control the appetites
that passion has degraded. Earnest, persevering effort must be made for the salvation of those in whose hearts an interest
is awakened. Many can be reached only through acts of disinterested kindness. Their physical wants must first be
relieved. As they see evidence of our unselfish love, it will be easier for them to believe in the love of Christ.--
Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 83, 84. {ChS 113.5}

Let the workers go from house to house, opening the Bible to the people, circulating the publications, telling others of
the light that has blessed their own souls.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 123. {ChS 114.1}

Our Saviour went from house to house, healing the sick, comforting the mourners, soothing the afflicted, speaking
peace to the disconsolate. He took the little children in His arms and blessed them, and spoke words of hope and comfort
to the weary mothers. With unfailing tenderness and gentleness, He met every form of human woe and affliction. Not for
Himself, but for others did He labor. He was the servant of all. It was His meat and drink to bring hope and strength to
all with whom He came in contact.--Gospel Workers, p. 188. {ChS 114.2}

The presentation of the truth, in love and simplicity, from house to house, is in harmony with the instruction that
Christ gave His disciples when He sent them out on their first missionary tour. By songs of praise, by humble, heartfelt
prayers, many will be reached. The divine Worker will be present to send conviction to hearts. "I am with you always,"
is His promise. With the assurance of the abiding presence of such a helper, we may labor with faith and hope and
courage. --Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 34. {ChS 114.3}

House-to-house laborers are needed. The Lord calls for decided efforts to be put forth in places where the people
know nothing of Bible truth. Singing and prayer and Bible readings are needed in the homes of the people. Now, just
now, is the time to obey the commission, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you."
Those who do this work must have a ready knowledge of the Scriptures. "It is written" is to be their weapon of defense.-
-Counsels to Teachers, p. 540. {ChS 114.4}

My brethren and sisters, visit those who live near you, and by sympathy and kindness seek to reach their hearts. Be
sure to work in a way that will remove prejudice instead of creating it. And remember that those who know the truth for
this time, and yet confine their efforts to their own churches, refusing to work for their unconverted neighbors, will be
called to account for unfulfilled duties.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 34. {ChS 115.1}

On this first tour the disciples were to go only where Jesus had been before them, and had made friends. Their
preparation for the journey was to be of the simplest kind. Nothing must be allowed to divert their minds from their great
work, or in any way excite opposition and close the door for further labor. They were not to adopt the dress of the
religious teachers, nor use any guise in apparel to distinguish them from the humble peasants. They were not to enter
into the synagogues and call the people together for public service; their efforts were to be put forth in house-to-house
labor. They were not to waste time in needless salutations, or in going from house to house for entertainment. But in
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every place they were to accept the hospitality of those who were worthy, those who would welcome them heartily as if
entertaining Christ Himself. They were to enter the dwelling with the beautiful salutation, "Peace be to this house." That
home would be blessed by their prayers, their songs of praise, and the opening of the Scriptures in the family circle.--
The Desire of Ages, pp. 351, 352. {ChS 115.2}

Visit your neighbors in a friendly way, and become acquainted with them. . . . Those who do not take up this work,
those who act with the indifference that some have manifested, will soon lose their first love, and will begin to censure,
criticize, and condemn their own brethren.--Review and Herald, May 13, 1902. {ChS 115.3}

The apostle's efforts were not confined to public speaking; there were many who could not have been reached in that
way. He spent much time in house-to-house labor, thus availing himself of the familiar intercourse of the home circle.
He visited the sick and the sorrowing, comforted the afflicted, and lifted up the oppressed. And in all that he said and
did, he magnified the name of Jesus. Thus he labored, "in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling." He trembled
lest his teaching should reveal the impress of the human rather than the divine.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 250. {ChS
115.4}

Go to your neighbors one by one, and come close to them till their hearts are warmed by your unselfish interest and
love. Sympathize with them, pray with them, watch for opportunities to do them good, and as you can, gather a few
together and open the Word of God to their darkened minds. Keep watching, as he who must render an account for the
souls of men, and make the most of the privileges that God gives you of laboring with Him in His moral vineyard. Do
not neglect speaking to your neighbors, and doing them all the kindness in your power, that you "by all means may save
some." We need to seek for the spirit that constrained the apostle Paul to go from house to house pleading with tears,
and teaching "repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ."--Review and Herald, March 13, 1888.
{ChS 116.1}

The Lord has presented before me the work that is to be done in our cities. The believers in these cities are to work
for God in the neighborhood of their homes. They are to labor quietly and in humility, carrying with them wherever they
go the atmosphere of heaven.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 128. {ChS 116.2}

The One-Soul Audience

The work of Christ was largely made up of personal interviews. He had a faithful regard for the one-soul audience.
From that one soul the intelligence received was carried to thousands.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 115. {ChS 116.3}

He was faint and weary; yet He did not neglect the opportunity of speaking to one woman, though she was a stranger,
an alien from Israel, and living in open sin.-- The Desire of Ages, p. 194. {ChS 116.4}

The Saviour did not wait for congregations to assemble. Often He began His lessons with only a few gathered about
Him, but one by one the passers-by paused to listen, until a multitude heard with wonder and awe the words of God
through the heaven-sent Teacher. The worker for Christ should not feel that he cannot speak with the same earnestness
to a few hearers as to a large company. There may be only one to hear the message; but who can tell how far-reaching
will be its influence? It seemed a small matter, even to His disciples, for the Saviour to spend His time upon a woman of
Samaria. But He reasoned more earnestly and eloquently with her than with kings, councilors, or high priests. The
lessons He gave to that woman have been repeated to the earth's remotest bounds.--The Desire of Ages, p. 194. {ChS
116.5}

Close Personal Touch

There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were given to sermonizing, and more time
were spent in personal ministry, greater results would be seen.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 143. {ChS 117.1}

The Lord desires that His word of grace shall be brought home to every soul. To a great degree this must be
accomplished by personal labor. This was Christ's method.-- Christ's Object Lessons, p. 229. {ChS 117.2}

Those who have been most successful in soul-winning were men and women who did not pride themselves on their
ability, but who in humility and faith sought to help those about them. Jesus did this very work. He came close to those
whom He desired to reach.--Gospel Workers, p. 194. {ChS 117.3}

In Christlike sympathy we should come close to men individually, and seek to awaken their interest in the great
things of eternal life. Their hearts may be as hard as the beaten highway, and apparently it may be a useless effort to
present the Saviour to them; but while logic may fail to move, and argument be powerless to convince, the love of
Christ, revealed in personal ministry, may soften the stony heart, so that the seed of truth can take root.--Christ's Object
Lessons, p. 57. {ChS 117.4}

By personal labor reach those around you. Become acquainted with them. Preaching will not do the work that needs
to be done. Angels of God attend you to the dwellings of those you visit. This work cannot be done by proxy. Money
lent or given will not accomplish it. Sermons will not do it. By visiting the people, talking, praying, sympathizing with
them, you will win hearts. This is the highest missionary work that you can do. To do it, you will need resolute,
persevering faith, unwearying patience, and a deep love for souls.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 41. {ChS 117.5}

With the calling of John and Andrew and Simon, of Philip and Nathanael, began the foundation of the Christian
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church. John directed two of his disciples to Christ. Then one of these, Andrew, found his brother, and called him to the
Saviour. Philip was then called, and he went in search of Nathanael. These examples should teach us the importance of
personal effort, of making direct appeals to our kindred, friends, and neighbors. There are those who for a lifetime have
professed to be acquainted with Christ, yet who have never made a personal effort to bring even one soul to the Saviour.
They leave all the work for the minister. He may be well qualified for his calling, but he cannot do that which God has
left for the members of the church. {ChS 118.1}

There are many who need the ministration of loving Christian hearts. Many have gone down to ruin who might have
been saved, if their neighbors, common men and women, had put forth personal effort for them. Many are waiting to be
personally addressed. In the very family, the neighborhood, the town where we live, there is work for us to do as
missionaries for Christ. If we are Christians, this work will be our delight. No sooner is one converted than there is born
within him a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus. The saving and sanctifying
truth cannot be shut up in his heart. --The Desire of Ages, p. 141. {ChS 118.2}

One of the most effective ways in which light can be communicated is by private personal effort. In the home circle,
at your neighbor's fireside, at the bedside of the sick, in a quiet way you may read the Scriptures and speak a word for
Jesus and the truth. Thus you may sow precious seed that will spring up and bring forth fruit.--Testimonies, vol. 6, pp.
428,429. {ChS 118.3}

Salt must be mingled with the substance to which it is added; it must penetrate and infuse in order to preserve. So it is
through personal contact and association that men are reached by the saving power of the gospel. They are not saved in
masses, but as individuals. Personal influence is a power. We must come close to those whom we desire to benefit.--
Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 36. {ChS 119.1}

Jesus saw in every soul one to whom must be given the call to His kingdom. He reached the hearts of the people by
going among them as one who desired their good. He sought them in the public streets, in private houses, on the boats,
in the synagogue, by the shores of the lake, and at the marriage feast. He met them at their daily vocations, and
manifested an interest in their secular affairs. He carried His instruction into the household, bringing families in their
own homes under the influence of His divine presence. His strong personal sympathy helped to win hearts.--The Desire
of Ages, p. 151. {ChS 119.2}

Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men as one who
desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He
bade them, "Follow Me."--The Ministry of Healing, p. 143. {ChS 119.3}

We should do as Christ did. Wherever He was, in the synagogue, by the wayside, in the boat thrust out a little from
the land, at the Pharisee's feast or the table of the publican, He spoke to men of the things pertaining to the higher life.
The things of nature, the events of daily life, were bound up by Him with the words of truth. The hearts of His hearers
were drawn to Him; for He had healed their sick, had comforted their sorrowing ones, and had taken their children in His
arms and blessed them. When He opened His lips to speak, their attention was riveted upon Him, and every word was to
some soul a savor of life unto life. {ChS 119.4}

So it should be with us. Wherever we are, we should watch for opportunities of speaking to others of the Saviour. If
we follow Christ's example in doing good, hearts will open to us as they did to Him. Not abruptly, but with tact born of
divine love, we can tell them of Him who is the "chiefest among ten thousand," and the One "altogether lovely." This is
the very highest work in which we can employ the talent of speech. It was given to us that we might present Christ as the
sin-pardoning Saviour.--Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 338, 339. {ChS 119.5}

His presence brought a purer atmosphere into the home, and His life was as leaven working amid the elements of
society. Harmless and undefiled, He walked among the thoughtless, the rude, the uncourteous; amid the unjust
publicans, the reckless prodigals, the unrighteous Samaritans, the heathen soldiers, the rough peasants, and the mixed
multitude. He spoke a word of sympathy here and a word there, as He saw men weary, yet compelled to bear heavy
burdens. He shared their burdens, and repeated to them the lessons He had learned from nature, of the love, the kindness,
the goodness of God. {ChS 120.1}

He taught all to look upon themselves as endowed with precious talents, which if rightly employed would secure for
them eternal riches. He weeded all vanity from life, and by His own example taught that every moment of time is fraught
with eternal results; that it is to be cherished as a treasure, and to be employed for holy purposes. He passed by no
human being as worthless, but sought to apply the saving remedy to every soul. In whatever company He found Himself,
He presented a lesson that was appropriate to the time and the circumstances. He sought to inspire with hope the most
rough and unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might become blameless, and harmless, attaining
such a character as would make them manifest as the children of God. Often He met those who had drifted under Satan's
control, and who had no power to break from his snare. To such a one, discouraged, sick, tempted, and fallen, Jesus
would speak words of tenderest pity, words that were needed and could be understood. Others He met who were fighting
a hand-to-hand battle with the adversary of souls. These He encouraged to persevere, assuring them that they would win;
for angels of God were on their side, and would give them the victory. --The Desire of Ages, p. 91. {ChS 120.2}
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Lesson 7 Study Help
February 18", 2023

Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 1, pages 9-13
Gods Purpose for His Church

The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and its mission is to
carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that through His church shall be reflected to the
world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His
marvelous light, are to show forth His glory. The church is the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and
through the church will eventually be made manifest, even to "the principalities and powers in heavenly places," the
final and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10. {AA 9.1}

Many and wonderful are the promises recorded in the Scriptures regarding the church. "Mine house shall be called an
house of prayer for all people." Isaiah 56:7. "I will make them and the places round about My hill a blessing; and I will
cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing." "And I will raise up for them a plant
of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the heathen any more.
Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that they, even the house of Israel, are My people,
saith the Lord God. And ye My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord God." Ezekiel
34:26,29-31. {AA9.2}

"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me, and
understand that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the Lord; and
beside Me there is no Saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have showed, when there was no strange god
among you: therefore ye are My witnesses." "I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and
will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." Isaiah 43:10-12; 42:6, 7. {AA
10.1}

"In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and
give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest
say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their
pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for He that
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them. And I will make all My
mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted. ... {AA 10.2}

"Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His
people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten
me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually
before Me." Isaiah 49:8-16. {AA 11.1}

The church is God's fortress, His city of refuge, which He holds in a revolted world. Any betrayal of the church is
treachery to Him who has bought mankind with the blood of His only-begotten Son. From the beginning, faithful souls
have constituted the church on earth. In every age the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful testimony
to the generation in which they lived. These sentinels gave the message of warning; and when they were called to lay off
their armor, others took up the work. God brought these witnesses into covenant relation with Himself, uniting the
church on earth with the church in heaven. He has sent forth His angels to minister to His church, and the gates of hell
have not been able to prevail against His people. {AA 11.2}

Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained His church. Not one cloud has fallen
upon it that He has not prepared for; not one opposing force has risen to counterwork His work, that He has not foreseen.
All has taken place as He predicted. He has not left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what
would occur, and that which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell has been brought about. All His purposes will be
fulfilled. His law is linked with His throne, and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is inspired and guarded by God;
and it will triumph over all opposition. {AA 11.3}

During ages of spiritual darkness the church of God has been as a city set on a hill. From age to age, through
successive generations, the pure doctrines of heaven have been unfolding within its borders. Enfeebled and defective as
it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God bestows in a special sense His supreme regard. It is the
theater of His grace, in which He delights to reveal His power to transform hearts. {AA 12.1}

"Whereunto," asked Christ, "shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it?"
Mark 4:30. He could not employ the kingdoms of the world as a similitude. In society He found nothing with which to
compare it. Earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendancy of physical power; but from Christ's kingdom every carnal
weapon, every instrument of coercion, is banished. This kingdom is to uplift and ennoble humanity. God's church is the
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court of holy life, filled with varied gifts and endowed with the Holy Spirit. The members are to find their happiness in
the happiness of those whom they help and bless. {AA 12.2}

Wonderful is the work which the Lord designs to accomplish through His church, that His name may be glorified. A
picture of this work is given in Ezekiel's vision of the river of healing: "These waters issue out toward the east country,
and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. And
it shall come to pass, that everything that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: . . . and
by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade,
neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters
they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine." Ezekiel 47:8-
12. {AA13.1}

From the beginning God has wrought through His people to bring blessing to the world. To the ancient Egyptian
nation God made Joseph a fountain of life. Through the integrity of Joseph the life of that whole people was preserved.
Through Daniel God saved the life of all the wise men of Babylon. And these deliverances are as object lessons; they
illustrate the spiritual blessings offered to the world through connection with the God whom Joseph and Daniel
worshiped. Everyone in whose heart Christ abides, everyone who will show forth His love to the world, is a worker
together with God for the blessing of humanity. As he receives from the Saviour grace to impart to others, from his
whole being flows forth the tide of spiritual life.
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Lesson 8 Study Help
February 25", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 25, pages 250-256
The Holy Spirit

The Promise

To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs. God will today endow men and
women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this
very hour His Spirit and His grace are for all who need them and will take Him at His word.--Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 20.
{ChS 250.1}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the divine influence of His
Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the day of Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been
sent to all who have yielded themselves fully to the Lord and to His service.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 40. {ChS
250.2}

God desires to refresh His people by the gift of the Holy Spirit, baptizing them anew in His love. There is no need for
a dearth of the Holy Spirit in the church. After Christ's ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon the waiting, praying,
believing disciples with a fulness and power that reached every heart. In the future the earth is to be lightened with the
glory of God. A divine influence is to go forth to the world from those who are sanctified through the truth. The earth is
to be encircled with an atmosphere of grace. The Holy Spirit is to work on human hearts, taking the things of God and
showing them unto men.-- Southern Watchman, Sept. 5, 1905. {ChS 250.3}

It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the earnest efforts put forth by
consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor.
Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seed-time and harvest, the Hebrew prophets
foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The out-pouring of the Spirit in the
days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time, the
presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church.--The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 54, 55. {ChS 250.4}

The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the "former rain," and glorious was the result. But the
latter rain will be more abundant. What is the promise to those living in these days?--"Turn you to the stronghold, ye
prisoners of hope; even today do I declare that I will render double unto thee." "Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the
latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field."--
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21. {ChS 251.1}

God's Willingness to Bestow

The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to their
children.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 251.2}

At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark and the future
perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith. Circumstances
may separate us from every earthly friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly
Comforter. Wherever we are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer.
--The Desire of Ages, pp. 669,670. {ChS 251.3}

Morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel kneel before the Lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him,
He will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving, sanctifying power. As they go forth to the day's duties,
they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit enables them to be "laborers together with God."--The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 56. {ChS 251.4}

We are living in the time of the Holy Spirit's power. It is seeking to diffuse itself through the agency of humanity,
thus increasing its influence in the world.--Southern Watchman, Nov. 3, 1903 {ChS 251.5}

Conditions of Receiving

The Holy Spirit will come to all who are begging for the bread of life to give to their neighbors.--Testimonies, vol. 6,
p. 90. {ChS 252.1}

When we bring our hearts into unity with Christ, and our lives into harmony with His work, the Spirit that fell on the
disciples on the day of Pentecost will fall on us. --Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 246. {ChS 252.2}

It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men. --
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rist's Object Lessons, p. 419. {ChS 252.3}
The Spirit awaits our demand and reception.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 121. {ChS 252.4}

Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit?
Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach concerning it?--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 252.5}

If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be.
If all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. --The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 252.6}

For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of Christian workers
should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they may know how to plan and execute wisely.
Especially should they pray that God will baptize His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His
Spirit.--The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 50, 51. {ChS 252.7}

Let Christians put away all dissension, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let them ask in faith for
the promised blessing, and it will come.-- Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21. {ChS 252.8}

The disciples did not ask for a blessing for themselves. They were weighted with the burden of souls. The gospel was
to be carried to the ends of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was
that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and thousands were converted in a day.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS
252.9}%

Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first
disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who believe and profess to claim the
Lord's promise; they talk about Christ and about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to
be guided and controlled by the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the
Spirit God works in His people "to will and to do of His good pleasure." But many will not submit to this. They want to
manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who
watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and reception. This
promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace
of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive.--The Desire of Ages, p. 672. {ChS
253.1}

The great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with His glory, will not come until we have
an enlightened people, that know by experience what it means to be laborers together with God. When we have entire,
wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without
measure; but this will not be while the largest portion of the church are not laborers together with God.--Review and
Herald, July 21, 1896. {ChS 253.2}

Essential to Success

The presence of the Spirit with God's workers, will give the proclamation of truth a power that not all the honor or
glory of the world could give.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 51. {ChS 253.3}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine assistance for all the
emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our
hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS 253.4}

After the descent of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were so filled with love for Him [Christ] and for those for whom He
died, that hearts were melted by the words they spoke and the prayers they offered. They spoke in the power of the
Spirit; and under the influence of that power, thousands were converted.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 22. {ChS 254.1}

There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit
upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to God.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS 254.2}

What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit upon the day of Pentecost?--The glad tidings of a risen Saviour
were carried to the utmost bounds of the known world. . . . Under their labors there were added to the church chosen
men, who, receiving the word of life, consecrated their lives to the work of giving to others the hope that had filled their
hearts with peace and joy. Hundreds proclaimed the message, "The kingdom of God is at hand." They could not be
restrained or intimidated by threatenings. The Lord spoke through them; and wherever they went, the sick were healed,
and the poor had the gospel preached unto them. So mightily can God work when men give themselves up to the control
of His Spirit.--Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905. {ChS 254.3}

The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of
Christ. It imbues the receiver with the attributes of Christ. Only those who are thus taught of God, those who possess the
inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is manifested, are to stand as representative men, to
minister in behalf of the church.--The Desire of Ages, p. 805. {ChS 254.4}

Peculiar and rapid changes will soon take place, and God's people are to be endowed with the Holy Spirit, so that
with heavenly wisdom they may meet the emergencies of this age, and as far as possible counteract the demoralizing
movements of the world. If the church is not asleep, if the followers of Christ watch and pray, they may have light to
comprehend and appreciate the movements of the enemy.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 436. {ChS 254.5}



Promise Unappreciated

Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. But the promise is
not appreciated as it should be; and therefore its fulfillment is not seen as it might be. The promise of the Spirit is a
matter little thought of; and the result is only what might be expected,--spiritual drouth, spiritual darkness, spiritual
declension and death. Minor matters occupy the attention, and the divine power which is necessary for the growth and
prosperity of the church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in its infinite
plenitude.--Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21. {ChS 255.1}

Some Idly Waiting for Season of Refreshing

There are some who, instead of wisely improving present opportunities, are idly waiting for some special season of
spiritual refreshing by which their ability to enlighten others will be greatly increased. They neglect present duties and
privileges, and allow their light to burn dim, while they look forward to a time when, without any effort on their part,
they will be made the recipients of special blessing, by which they will be transformed and fitted for service.--The Acts
of the Apostles, p. 54. {ChS 255.2}

Christ's Successor

The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and independent thereof.
Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally. Therefore it was for their interest that He
should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because
of his location or his personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He
would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high.--The Desire of Ages, p. 669. {ChS 255.3}

Holy Spirit at Work from Beginning

From the beginning God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human instrumentalities for the
accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives of the patriarchs. To the
church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His "good Spirit to instruct them." And in the days of the
apostles He wrought mightily for His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same power that sustained the
patriarchs, that gave Caleb and Joshua faith and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church effective, has
upheld God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the power of the Holy Spirit that during the Dark
Ages the Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way for the Reformation. It was the same power that made
successful the efforts of the noble men and women who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern missions,
and for the translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations and peoples.--The Acts of the Apostles,
p- 53. {ChS 256.1}
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Lesson 9 Study Help
March 4", 2023

Evangelism, Chapter 13, pages 431-455
Personal Work

Instant in and out of Season.--The minister must be instant in season and out of season, ready to seize and improve
every opportunity to further the work of God. To be "instant in season" is to be alert to the privileges of the house and
hour of worship, and to the times when men are conversing on topics of religion. And to be instant "out of season" is to
be ready, when at the fireside, in the field, by the wayside, in the market, to turn the minds of men, in a suitable manner,
to the great themes of the Bible, with tender, fervent spirit urging upon them the claims of God. Many, many such
opportunities are allowed to slip by unimproved, because men are persuaded that it is out of season. But who knows
what might be the effect of a wise appeal to the conscience?-- Gospel Workers, pp. 186-187. (1915) {Ev 430.6}

Love Souls as Christ Loved.--We are called upon to love souls as Christ loved them, to feel a travail of soul that
sinners shall be converted. Present the matchless love of Christ. Hide self out of sight.-- Manuscript 42, 1898. {Ev
431.1}

House-to-House Visitation

House-to-House Work.--Not only is the truth to be presented in public assemblies; house-to-house work is to be
done. Let this work go forward in the name of the Lord.--Review and Herald, Aug. 11, 1903. {Ev 431.2}

This house-to-house labor, searching for souls, hunting for the lost sheep, is the most essential work that can be done.
--Letter 137, 1898. {Ev 431.3}

The Objective of House-to-House Labor.--Our people make a great mistake when, after holding a camp meeting and
gathering a few souls, they take down the tents and feel that their duty is done. Their work had only just begun. They
have preached doctrines that are new and strange to the people who heard them, and then left the seed sown to be picked
up by the birds, or else to wither away for want of moisture. ... {Ev 431.4}

After the truth has been presented to souls, there are those, ministers, friends, and acquaintances, who will pick up the
seed sown if possible. These human birds make the truth appear as error, and do not give the one convicted any rest until
they have devoured the seed by false assertions. {Ev432.1}

What should be done? After the camp meeting is over, establish a mission. Let the very best workers that can be
found be organized into a company to sell our literature and also give away papers to some that cannot buy. Preparatory
work is not of one half the value that the afterwork is. {Ev 432.2}

After the people have heard the reasons of our faith, let the house-to-house work begin. Become acquainted with the
people and read to them the precious words of Christ. Lift up Jesus crucified among them, and soon those who have
listened to the messages of warning from the ministers of God in the tent, and have been convicted, will be drawn out to
inquire in regard to what they have heard. This is the time to present the reasons of our faith, with meekness and fear,
not a slavish fear, but a cautious fear lest you should speak unadvisedly. Present the truth as it is in Jesus, with all
meekness and lowliness, which means with simplicity and in sincerity, giving meat in due season, and to every man his
portion of meat.--Letter 18, 1898. {Ev 432.3}

Preaching Made Effectual by House-to-House Labor.-- From the experience of the workers in , we see that the
efforts made after a camp meeting has closed are of far more consequence than the work done before. For years I have
been shown that house-to-house labor is the work that will make the preaching of the Word a success. If those interested
are not visited by our workers, other ministers get upon their tracks and confuse them by misquoting and wresting the
Scriptures. These people are not familiar with the Word; they think that their ministers must be true and unprejudiced
men, and they give up their convictions. But if our workers can visit those interested, to explain the word of truth to
them more fully, revealing the truth in contrast to error, they will become established. {Ev 432.4}

Had this work been done earnestly and vigilantly, had the workers perseveringly watched for souls as they that must
give an account, many more sheaves would have been the fruit of the seed sown at our camp meetings. {Ev 433.1}

This work has also been carried on in . There are now no less than fifty new Sabbathkeepers as the result of this
personal labor, this hunting for souls. Unless the workers appointed by God do the most interested hunting for lost
sheep, Satan will succeed in his work of destroying, and souls will be lost that might have been found and restored.--
Letter 18, 1898. {Ev 433.2}

Some Not Reached by the Public Effort.--In large cities there are certain classes that cannot be reached by public
meetings. These must be searched out as the shepherd searches for his lost sheep. Diligent, personal effort must be put
forth in their behalf.-- Gospel Workers, p. 364. (1915) {Ev 433.3}
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To Those Who Will Not Come to the Feast.--If they will not come to the gospel feast to which the call of Christ
invites them, then God's messengers must accommodate themselves to the circumstances and bear the message to them
in house-to-house labor, thus extending their ministry to the highways and byways, giving the last message to the world.
--Letter 164, 1899. {Ev 433.4}

Even to the Disinterested.--Go to the homes of those even who manifest no interest. While mercy's sweet voice
invites the sinner, work with every energy of heart and brain, as did Paul, "who ceased not to warn everyone night and
day with tears." In the day of God, how many will confront us, and say, "I am lost! I am lost! And you never warned me;
you never entreated me to come to Jesus. Had I believed as you did, I would have followed every Judgment-bound soul
within my reach with prayers and tears and warnings."--Review and Herald, June 24, 1884. {Ev 434.1}

Carry God's Word to Every Man's Door.--The press is an instrumentality by which many are reached whom it would
be impossible to reach by ministerial effort. A great work can be done by presenting to the people the Bible just as it
reads. Carry the Word of God to every man's door, urge its plain statements upon every man's conscience, repeat to all
the Saviour's command, "Search the Scriptures." Admonish them to take the Bible as it is, to implore the divine
enlightenment, and then, when the light shines, to gladly accept each precious ray, and fearlessly abide the
consequences.--Review and Herald, July 10, 1883. {Ev 434.2}

God Will Guide to Homes.--Light, light from the Word of God,--this is what the people need. If the teachers of the
Word are willing, the Lord will lead them into close relation with the people. He will guide them to the homes of those
who need and desire the truth; and as the servants of God engage in the work of seeking for the lost sheep, their spiritual
faculties are awakened and energized. Knowing that they are in harmony with God, they feel joyous and happy. Under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they obtain an experience that is invaluable to them. Their intellectual and moral powers
attain their highest development; for grace is given in answer to the demand.--Review and Herald, Dec. 29, 1904. {Ev
434.3}

Winning Families

To Pray and Study With Families.--While the minds of many are stirred and convicted of the truth, the interest should
be followed up by wise, earnest, and persevering labor. . . . The call is for men who will go forth imbued with the Spirit
of Christ, and work for souls. The minister should not confine his labors to the desk, nor should he settle down in some
pleasant home among the brethren. He must watch for souls. He must visit the people at their homes, and by personal
efforts seek to impress the truth upon hearts and consciences. He must pray with families and hold Bible readings with
them. While with tact and wisdom he urges home upon his fellow men their duty to obey the Word of God, his daily
intercourse with them should reveal whatever in his character is good and pure, excellent and lovely, kind and courteous.
{Ev 435.1}

In the messages of the first and second angels, the work was done in this manner. Men and women were moved to
search the Scriptures, and they called the attention of others to the truths revealed. It was personal labor for individuals
and families that gave these messages their wonderful success.--Review and Herald, Jan. 27, 1885. {Ev 435.2}

Some Families Reached Only Within Homes.-- There are families who will never be reached by the truth of God's
Word unless His servants enter their homes, and by earnest ministry, sanctified by the indorsement of the Holy Spirit,
break down the barriers. As the people see that these workers are messengers of mercy, the ministers of grace, they are
ready to listen to the words spoken by them. ... {Ev 435.3}

When such a worker offers prayer to God in the family where he is visiting, the hearts of the members are touched as
they would not be by prayer offered in a public assembly. Angels of God enter the family circle with him; and the minds
of the hearers are prepared to receive the Word of God: for if the messenger is humble and contrite, if he has a living
connection with God, the Holy Spirit takes the Word, and shows it to those for whom he is laboring. . . . {Ev 436.1}

The Lord desires that the truth shall come close to the people, and this can be accomplished only by personal labor.
Much is comprehended in the command, "Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that My
house may be filled." There is a work to be done in this line that has not yet been done. Let God's workers teach the truth
in families, drawing close to those for whom they labor. If they thus co-operate with God, He will clothe them with
spiritual power. Christ will guide them in their work, entering the houses of the people with them, and giving them
words to speak that will sink deep into the hearts of the listeners. The Holy Spirit will open hearts and minds to receive
the rays coming from the source of all light.--Review and Herald, Dec. 29, 1904. {Ev 436.2}

Find the Way to the Heart.--To all who are working with Christ I would say, Wherever you can gain access to the
people by the fireside, improve your opportunity. Take your Bible, and open before them its great truths. Your success
will not depend so much upon your knowledge and accomplishments, as upon your ability to find your way to the heart.
By being social and coming close to the people, you may turn the current of their thoughts more readily than by the most
able discourse. The presentation of Christ in the family, by the fireside, and in small gatherings in private houses, is
often more successful in winning souls to Jesus than are sermons delivered in the open air, to the moving throng, or even
in halls or churches. {Ev 436.3}

All who engage in this personal labor should be just as careful not to become mechanical in their manner of working
as should the minister who preaches the Word. They should be constantly learning. They should have a conscientious
zeal to obtain the highest qualifications, to become men able in the Scriptures. --Gospel Workers, p. 193. (1915) {Ev
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3.1}

Two and Two in Personal Work.--There should always be two and two of our brethren to go out together, and then as
many more as they can rally to engage in the work of visiting and seeking to interest families, making personal efforts.--
Letter 34, 1886. {Ev 437.2}

Minister and Wife.--Keep on the track of souls. Show tact and skill when visiting families. Pray with them and for
them. Bear the truth to them in great tenderness and love, and returns will surely come. If the minister and his wife can
jointly engage in this work, they should do so.--Letter 18, 1898. {Ev 437.3}

Evangelistic Visiting

Following Up the Interest.--A minister may enjoy sermonizing; for it is the pleasant part of the work, and is
comparatively easy; but no minister should be measured by his ability as a speaker. The harder part comes after he
leaves the desk, in watering the seed sown. The interest awakened should be followed up by personal labor,--visiting,
holding Bible readings, teaching how to search the Scriptures, praying with families and interested ones, seeking to
deepen the impression made upon hearts and consciences.-- Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 255. (1885) {Ev 437.4}

The Answering of Questions.--No minister is sufficiently equipped for his work who does not know how to meet the
people at their homes, and come into close relation to their needs. The people should be allowed to ask questions
concerning subjects presented that seem to be obscure to them. The light of God is to be brought before their vision.
How often when this has been done, and the minister has been able to answer their inquiries, has a flood of light broken
into some darkened mind, and hearts have been comforted together in the faith of the gospel. This is the way we are to
work in order to flash the light into the minds of those who are seeking a knowledge of the way of salvation.--Review
and Herald, April 19, 1892. {Ev 438.1}

Training Follow-up Workers.--Some should now be in training, connected with you, so that if you should be called
away to some other place, they might continue to exercise a gathering influence. Let us pray in regard to this matter. We
must pray and work and believe. The Lord is our efficiency.--Letter 376, 1906. {Ev 438.2}

Effective Method for Men of Ordinary Talent.-- Men of ordinary talents can accomplish more by personal labor from
house to house than by placing themselves in popular places at great expense, or by entering halls and trying to call out
the crowd. Personal influence is a power. The more direct our labor for our fellow men, the greater good will be
accomplished. . . . You must come close to those for whom you labor, that they may not only hear your voice, but shake
your hand, learn your principles, and realize your sympathy.--Review and Herald, Dec. 8, 1885. {Ev 438.3}

Teaching Healthful Living by Personal Work.-- No teacher of truth should feel that his education is completed till he
has studied the laws of health and knows the bearing of right practices on the spiritual life. He should be qualified to
speak to the people intelligently in regard to these things, and to set them an example that will give force to his words.
The teaching of correct habits is a part of the work of the gospel minister, and the minister will find many opportunities
of instructing those with whom he comes in contact. {Ev 439.1}

As he visits from house to house he should seek to understand the needs of the people, presenting right principles and
giving instruction as to what is for their best good. To those who have a meager diet he should suggest additions, and to
those who live extravagantly, who load their tables with unnecessary and hurtful dishes, rich cakes, pastry, and
condiments, he should present the diet that is essential for health and conducive to spirituality.--Letter 19, 1892. {Ev
439.2}

Ministers Giving Bible Readings

Short Talks--More Bible Readings.--Avoid lengthy sermons. The people cannot retain one half of the discourses
which they hear. Give short talks and more Bible readings. This is the time to make every point as plain as mileposts.--
Letter 102a, 1897. {Ev 439.3}

Not to Be Shifted to Helpers.--We must embrace every opportunity to put forth personal labor. The personal labor
must be done, even if there has to be less preaching done . ... {Ev 439.4}

This part of the pastoral work is not to be neglected or shifted upon your wives or some other person. You must
educate and train yourselves to visit every family that you can possibly get access to. The results of this work will testify
that it is the most profitable work a gospel minister can do. {Ev 440.1}

If he neglects this work, the visiting of the people in their homes, he is an unfaithful shepherd, and the rebuke of God
is upon him. His work is not half done. If he had given personal labor, there would have been a large work done and
many souls gathered. {Ev 440.2}

No excuse will God accept for thus neglecting the most essential part of the ministry, which is the proper binding off
of the work, and binding the messenger bearing the truth up with the flock, the sheep, and the lambs of the Lord's
pasture. The Lord Himself makes the human instrument a channel of light to the people, through his personal efforts, in
identifying himself with the people for whom he is laboring. {Ev 440.3}

The weak of the flock need strengthening at the right time--words spoken that will comfort, strengthen, and establish
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them that they will become rooted, grounded, and established in the faith. This is the way and the means God has
ordained to meet the people where they are. I recognize in the places where I have thus far labored, the very places
which have been lost to the cause of God because the messengers who have brought to them the truth have not
ministered because it was not pleasant business to engage in this work.--Letter 18, 1893. {Ev 440.4}

Work Cannot Be Done by Proxy.--By personal labor reach the people where they are. Become acquainted with them.
This work cannot be done by proxy. Money loaned or given cannot accomplish it. Sermons from the pulpit cannot do it.
Teaching the Scriptures in families,--this is the work of an evangelist, and this work is to be united with preaching. If it
is omitted, the preaching will be, to a great extent, a failure. {Ev 440.5}

Those who are seeking for truth need to have words spoken to them in season; for Satan is speaking to them by his
temptations. If you meet with repulse when trying to help souls, heed it not. If there seems to be little good resulting
from your work, do not become discouraged. Keep working; be discreet; know when to speak, and when to keep silent;
watch for souls as they that must give an account; and watch for the devices of Satan, lest you be led aside from duty.
Do not allow difficulties to dishearten or intimidate you. With strong faith, with intrepid purpose, meet and overcome
these difficulties. Sow the seed in faith, and with an unsparing hand.--Gospel Workers, pp. 188, 189. (1915) {Ev 441.1}

Teach--Hold Bible Readings.--You love to preach, and should have a chance to preach wherever you go. You can do
a good work in this line, but this is not all the work essential to be done--the people need to be taught, to be educated.
Many of the sermons given would, if cut short one half, be far more beneficial to the hearers. {Ev 441.2}

Take time to teach, to hold Bible readings. Get the points and texts fastened in the minds of the hearers. Let them ask
questions, and answer them in the plainest, simplest manner possible, so that the mind can grasp the truths presented . . .
. {Ev441.3}

Teach as Christ taught, study His example, His methods of teaching. He preached few sermons, but wherever He
went, crowds gathered to listen to His instruction. The ministers must be educated to work more according to the divine
pattern. You have not yet taken up the work of educating. The people will listen to sermon after sermon, and they can
retain but a very few points in the discourse, and these lose their force upon the mind; other things come in to choke the
seed of truth. Now the Lord's way is the best way, to impress upon minds, point by point, the truths that are for their
eternal interest to know. Let the soil of the heart be prepared and the seed so planted that it will spring up and bear fruit.-
-Letter 29, 1890. {Ev 441.4}

Learning the Art of Personal Work

All Who Can to Do Bible Work.--All who can, should do personal labor. As they go from house to house, explaining
the Scriptures to the people in a clear, simple manner, God makes the truth powerful to save. The Saviour blesses those
who do this work.--Letter 108, 1901. {Ev 442.1}

Teaching Doctrine Not Initial Object of Personal Work.--There are many souls yearning unutterably for light, for
assurance and strength beyond what they have been able to grasp. They need to be sought out and labored for patiently,
perseveringly. Beseech the Lord in fervent prayer for help. Present Jesus because you know Him as your personal
Saviour. Let His melting love, His rich grace, flow forth from human lips. You need not present doctrinal points unless
questioned. But take the Word, and with tender, yearning love for souls, show them the precious righteousness of Christ,
to whom you and they must come to be saved.--Manuscript 27, 1895. {Ev 442.2}

Learning to Gather the Crop.--There is need of education--the training of everyone who shall enter the gospel field,
not only to use the scythe and mow the crop, but to rake it, to gather it, to care for it properly. This mowing has been
done everywhere, and amounted to very little because there has been so little earnest work done by personal effort to
gather the wheat from the chaff and bind it in bundles for the garner.--Letter 16e, 1892. {Ev 442.3}

Learn the Art of Handling the Gospel Net.--The mind must be active to invent the best ways and means of reaching
the people next us. We should not be far-reaching, incurring great expense. There are individuals and families near us
for whom we should make personal efforts. We often let opportunities within our reach slip away, in order to do a work
at a distance from us which is less hopeful, and thus our time and means may be lost in both places. The study of the
workers now should be to learn the trade of gathering souls into the gospel net.--Review and Herald, Dec. 8, 1885. {Ev
443.1}

Natural Simplicity in Soul Winning.--The work of Christ was largely composed of personal interviews. He had a
faithful regard for the one-soul audience; and that one soul has carried to thousands the intelligence received. {Ev
443.2}

Educate the youth to help the youth; and in seeking to do this work each will gain experience that will qualify him to
become a consecrated worker in a larger sphere. Thousands of hearts can be reached in the most simple way. The most
intellectual, those who are looked upon and praised as the world's great and gifted men and women, are often refreshed
by the most humble, simple words spoken by one who loves God, who can speak of that love as naturally as worldlings
can speak of those things which their minds contemplate and feed upon. Words, even if well prepared and studied, have
little influence; but the true, honest work of a son or a daughter of God in words, or in a service of little things, done in
natural simplicity, will unbolt the door, which has long been locked, to many souls.--Review and Herald, May 9, 1899.
{Ev 443.3}
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The Approach--Persuasive, Kindly.--Approach the people in a persuasive, kindly manner, full of cheerfulness and
love for Christ . . . . No human tongue can express the preciousness of the ministration of the Word and the Holy Spirit.
No human expression can portray to the finite mind the value of understanding and by living faith receiving the blessing
that is given as Jesus of Nazareth passes by.--Letter 60, 1903. {Ev 444.1}

Importance of Handshake.--Much depends upon the manner in which you meet those whom you visit. You can take
hold of a person's hand in greeting in such a way as to gain his confidence at once, or in so cold a manner that he will
think you have no interest in him.--Gospel Workers, p. 189. (1915) {Ev 444.2}

Young Men for City Bible Work.--Young men should be instructed that they may labor in these cities. They may
never be able to present the truth from the desk, but they could go from house to house, and point the people to the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sin of the world. The dust and rubbish of error have buried the precious jewels of truth; but
the Lord's workers can uncover these treasures, so that many will look upon them with delight and awe. There is a great
variety of work, adapted to different minds and varied capabilities.--Historical Sketches, p. 182. (1886) {Ev 444.3}

Prejudice Broken Down

Bible Readings and Visitation Prepare for the Effort.--The work is to commence quietly without noise or trumpeting.
It is to commence by giving Bible readings and thus educating the people. This plan will be far more efficient than
starting in with sermons. --Letter 89a, 1895. {Ev 445.1}

Opposition Avoided by Personal Work.--In God's service obstacles must be met and difficulties encountered. Events
belong to God; and His servants must meet with difficulties and opposition; for they are His chosen methods of
discipline and His appointed conditions of sure progress, advancement, and success. But I entreat the servants of the
Lord Jesus to remember that there is a work which may be done quietly, without arousing that strong opposition which
closes hearts to the truth.--Letter 95, 1896. {Ev 445.2}

Visitation Determines Wisdom of Public Effort.-- I tell you in the name of the Lord that with your present force of
workers, you are not prepared to engage in work in a hard place where the prejudice is strong. If half of the time usually
spent in making public effort were devoted to house-to-house teaching, till the people had become acquainted with the
religious sincerity of the workers and with the reasons of their faith, it would be much better. After this work has been
done, it could be decided whether a more expensive effort would be advisable. {Ev 445.3}

Public efforts have been made which have accomplished good. Some have responded and received the truth, but, oh,
how few these have been. The Lord desires that the truth shall come close to the people, and this work can only be
accomplished by personal labor.--Letter 95, 1896. {Ev 445.4}

Tact Required to Break Down Prejudice.--Nathanael was praying to know whether this was indeed the Christ of
whom Moses and the prophets had spoken. While he continued to pray, one of those who had been brought to Christ,
Philip by name, called to him and said, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Notice how quickly prejudice arises. Nathanael says, "Can there any good thing
come out of Nazareth?" Philip knew the strong prejudice that existed in the minds of many against Nazareth, and he did
not try to argue with him, for fear of raising his combativeness, but simply said, "Come and see." {Ev 446.1}

Here is a lesson for all our ministers, colporteurs, and missionary workers. When you meet those, who, like
Nathanael, are prejudiced against the truth, do not urge your peculiar views too strongly. Talk with them at first of
subjects upon which you can agree. Bow with them in prayer, and in humble faith present your petitions at the throne of
grace. Both you and they will be brought into a closer connection with heaven, prejudice will be weakened, and it will
be easier to reach the heart.--Historical Sketches, p. 149. (1886) {Ev 446.2}

Working for the Aged

Waiting for the Truth.--It is wonderful how many aged people the workers find who need but little labor to lead them
to receive the truth, Sabbath and all. Why, they say, this is what we have been praying for. We knew that the Scriptures
had much to say upon subjects that the clergymen did not and could not explain to us. These do little else but rejoice in
the light and in the truth. Their joy seems to be full.--Letter 18, 1898. {Ev 446.3}

Life Begins at Conversion.--I have just read the following incident: {Ev 447.1}

"An old man, about seventy or eighty years of age, was once brought to me, as a monument of God's mercy. I asked
him how old he was. He looked at me for a little while, and then said in faltering tones, while the tears ran down his
cheeks, 'Tam two years old.' | expressed my surprise, and then he said, 'Ah, until two years ago I lived the life of a dead
man. I never knew what it was to live until I met with the life that is hid with Christ in God."'--Letter 160, 1903. {Ev
447.2}

Ellen G. White's Experience and Methods as a Personal Worker

An Early Experience.--The reality of true conversion seemed so plain to me that I felt like helping my young friends
into the light, and at every opportunity exerted my influence toward this end. {Ev 447.3}
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I arranged meetings with my young friends, some of whom were considerably older than myself, and a few were
married persons. A number of them were vain and thoughtless; my experience sounded to them like an idle tale, and
they did not heed my entreaties. But I determined that my efforts should never cease till these dear souls, for whom I had
so great an interest, yielded to God. Several entire nights were spent by me in earnest prayer for those whom I had
sought out and brought together for the purpose of laboring and praying with them. {Ev 447.4}

Some of these had met with us from curiosity to hear what I had to say; others thought me beside myself to be so
persistent in my efforts, especially when they manifested no concern on their own part. But at every one of our little
meetings I continued to exhort and pray for each one separately, until every one had yielded to Jesus, acknowledging the
merits of His pardoning love. Every one was converted to God. {Ev 447.5}

Night after night in my dreams I seemed to be laboring for the salvation of souls. At such times special cases were
presented to my mind; these I afterward sought out and prayed with. In every instance but one these persons yielded
themselves to the Lord. --Life Sketches, pp. 41, 42. (1915) {Ev 448.1}

Twenty-two Years After the Seed Sowing.--After the meeting closed [a service at the Michigan camp meeting], a
sister took me heartily by the hand, expressing great joy at meeting Sister White again. She inquired if I remembered
calling at a log house in the woods twenty-two years before. She gave us refreshments and I left with them a little book,
Experience and Views. {Ev 448.2}

She stated that she had lent that little book to her neighbors, as new families had settled around her, until there was
very little left of it; and she expressed a great desire to obtain another copy of the work. Her neighbors were deeply
interested in it, and were desirous of seeing the writer. She said that when I called upon her I talked to her of Jesus and
the beauties of heaven, and that the words were spoken with such fervor that she was charmed, and had never forgotten
them. Since that time the Lord had sent ministers to preach the truth to them, and now there was quite a company
observing the Sabbath. The influence of that little book, now worn out with perusing, had extended from one another,
performing its silent work, until the soil was ready for the seeds of truth. {Ev 448.3}

I well remember the long journey we took twenty-two years ago, in Michigan. We were on our way to hold a meeting
in Vergennes. We were fifteen miles from our destination. Our driver had passed over the road repeatedly and was well
acquainted with it, but was compelled to acknowledge that he had lost the way. We traveled forty miles that day,
through the woods, over logs and fallen trees, where there was scarcely a trace of road. . .. {Ev 449.1}

We could not understand why we should be left to this singular wandering in the wilderness. We were never more
pleased than when we came in sight of a little clearing on which was a log cabin, where we found the sister [ have
mentioned. She kindly welcomed us to her home, and provided us with refreshments, which were gratefully received. As
we rested, [ talked with the family and left them the little book. She gladly accepted it, and has preserved it until the
present time. {Ev 449.2}

For twenty-two years our wanderings on this journey have seemed indeed mysterious to us, but here we met quite a
company who are now believers in the truth, and who date their first experience from the influence of that little book.
The sister who so kindly administered to our wants is now, with many of her neighbors, rejoicing in the light of present
truth.-- Signs of the Times, Oct. 19, 1876. {Ev 449.3}

An Experience in Nimes, France.--When laboring in Nimes, France, we made it our work to save souls. There was a
young man who had become discouraged through the temptations of Satan and through some mistakes of our brethren
who did not understand how to deal with the minds of the youth. He gave up the Sabbath and engaged to work in a
manufacturing establishment to perfect his trade in watchmaking. He is a very promising young man. My watch needed
repairing, which brought us together. {Ev 449.4}

I was introduced to him, and as soon as I looked upon his countenance I knew that he was the one whom the Lord
had presented before me in vision. The whole circumstance came distinctly before me. ... {Ev 450.1}

He attended the meeting when he thought I would speak, and would sit with his eyes riveted on me through the entire
discourse, which was translated into French by Brother Bourdeau. I felt a duty to labor for this young man. I talked two
hours with him and urged upon him the peril of his situation. I told him because his brethren had made a mistake that
was no reason that he should grieve the heart of Christ, who had loved him so much that He had died to redeem him. . . .
{Ev 450.2}

I told him I knew the history of his life and his errors (which were the simple errors of youthful indiscretion), which
were not of a character that should have been treated with so great severity. I then entreated him with tears to turn square
about, to leave the service of Satan and of sin, for he had become a thorough backslider, and return like the prodigal to
his Father's house, his Father's service. He was in good business learning his trade. If he kept the Sabbath he would lose
his position. . . . A few months more would finish his apprenticeship, and then he would have a good trade. But I urged
an immediate decision. {Ev 450.3}

We prayed with him most earnestly, and I told him that I dared not have him cross the threshold of the door until he
would before God and angels and those present say, "I will from this day be a Christian." How my heart rejoiced when
he said this. He slept none that night. He said as soon as he made the promise he seemed to be in a new channel. His
thoughts seemed purified, his purposes changed, and the responsibility that he had taken seemed so solemn that he could
not sleep. The next day he notified his employer that he could work for him no longer. He slept but little for three nights.
He was happy, so thankful that the Lord had evidenced to him His pardon and His love.--Letter 59, 1886. {Ev 450.4}

Hope International—3" Quarter Study —



Index

An Effective Use of Literature.--There was one man whom, with his whole family, we highly prized. He is a reading
man, and has a large farm, on which grow the choicest of oranges and lemons, with other fruit. But he did not in the
beginning fully take his position for the truth, and went back. They told me about this. In the night season the angel of
the Lord seemed to stand by me, saying, "Go to Brother , place your books before him, and this will save his
soul." I visited with him, taking with me a few of my large books. I talked with him just as though he were with us. I
talked of his responsibilities. I said, "You have great responsibilities, my brother. Here are your neighbors all around
you. You are accountable for every one of them. You have a knowledge of the truth, and if you love the truth, and stand
in your integrity, you will win souls for Christ." {Ev 451.1}

He looked at me in a queer way, as much as to say, "I do not think you know that I have given up the truth, that I
have allowed my girls to go to dances, and to the Sunday school, that we do not keep the Sabbath." But I did know it.
However, I talked to him just as though he were with us. "Now," I said, "we are going to help you to begin to work for
your neighbors. I want to make you a present of some books." He said, "We have a library, from which we draw books."
I'said, "I do not see any books here. Perhaps you feel delicate about drawing from the library. I have come to give you
these books, so that your children can read them, and this will be a strength to you." I knelt down and prayed with him,
and when we rose, the tears were rolling down his face, as he said, "I am glad that you came to see me. I thank you for
the books." {Ev451.2}

The next time I visited him, he told me that he had read part of Patriarchs and Prophets. He said, "There is not one
syllable I could change. Every paragraph speaks right to the soul." {Ev 452.1}

I asked Brother which of my large books he considered the most important. He said, "I lend them all to my
neighbors, and the hotelkeeper thinks that Great Controversy is the best. But," he said, while his lips quivered, "I think
that Patriarchs and Prophets is the best. It is that which pulled me out of the mire." {Ev 452.2}

But suffice it to say, he took his position firmly for the truth. His whole family united with him, and they have been
the means of saving other families.-- General Conference Bulletin, April 5, 1901. {Ev 452.3}

Chatting With a New Believer About the Work.-- A woman about forty years of age was introduced to me, who has
just decided to obey the truth, in Canterbury. Her husband is in full sympathy with his wife and does everything he can
to get her to the meetings. They have a nice little cottage, which they own and which is paid for. She came out to the

carriage and talked with us. She said the people in Canterbury are not a churchgoing people, but the tent at has
been an advertisement, and they are curious to know what it all means. In this way they are brought out to attend the
meetings, and many are interested. You cannot get them into a church or a hall, but the tent they will patronize. ... {Ev
452.4}

The sister mentioned, who talked with me at the carriage, said, "These precious things of the Bible are wonderful to
me. Strange we could not see them before. The Bible is full of riches, and I want to have all the opportunity to hear and
improve, so that I can help others. People here in Canterbury are in need of this kind of labor. If you will pitch the tent,
they will come."--Letter 89a, 1895. {Ev 453.1}

Leaves From the Diary of 1892.--Oct. 26. We had promised to visit Brother and Sister H, and after dinner today
Elder Daniells, May Walling, and I went to fill the appointment. Through the temptations of the enemy, Sister H has
given up the truth. . . . After a short conversation we all bowed in prayer, and the Lord breathed upon us His Holy Spirit.
We felt the presence of God, and we greatly hope that this effort shall not be in vain. {Ev 453.2}

Nov. 5. It has been a pleasant day, but I have been almost strengthless. We attended meeting, and invited our next-
door neighbor to go with us. She readily consented to go and seemed much affected. She talked freely as we drove to the
meeting place, but on our return she looked very solemn and said nothing. I spoke on the parable of the man without a
wedding garment, and we had a solemn meeting. The lady afterward told my niece, May Walling, that she was sorry that
she had not attended all the meetings that have been held since we came. She declared that she would not miss one while
we remained. {Ev 453.3}

Nov. 6. We had planned to drive into the mountains, . . . but I had a burden of soul for Brother and Sister H, and felt
that I could not go into the mountains and delay the Lord's business. With very imperfect directions May Walling and [
started out to find Brother H's place. . . . At last we were successful. I told Brother and Sister H that I had come to talk
with them. We began talking at half past two, and continued until five. . . . I tried to do all in my power to help Sister H.
She wept nearly all the time that we were talking. I think the Spirit of the Lord touched her heart. I prayed with them and
then left them in the hands of God. {Ev 453.4}

Nov. 7. I rested well through the night. At half past four I arose and began writing. At ten o'clock, May Walling and I
rode out to visit Sister E. {Ev 454.1}

Nov. 8. I slept well through the night. During the day I drove to the house where Sister F is boarding with her
children. We took her out to ride with us, and had a long talk with her. She is a woman who has seen great trouble. {Ev
454.2}

Nov. 9. In response to an earnest invitation, we drove out to a pleasant grove, where the parents and children of the
Sabbath school were having a picnic. . . . I spoke for about half an hour. A number of unbelievers were present. {Ev
4543}

Nov. 10. I wrote till noon, and after dinner we drove to Bourdon, to fill an appointment to meet with some sisters
there. We had a very precious season of prayer, believing Christ's promise that where two or three meet together in His
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name, He meets with them to bless them. I read some important matter to those present, and talked with them. I labored
harder than when I speak on the Sabbath; for I was with them for nearly two hours. It was almost dark when we reached
home; but I was blessed of the Lord, and we were happy in His love. {Ev 454.4}

Nov. 11. I fear that [ have been doing too much. Since Sabbath I have written eighty-six pages, letter paper, besides
making several visits to people in their homes. This afternoon I called at Brother and Sister H's and left some books.
{Ev 454.5}

Nov. 21. At two o'clock today I visited Brother and Sister H and read some things that [ had been writing to meet the
difficulties existing in Sister H's mind. {Ev 455.1}

Nov. 27. Today I visited Sister K and her daughter. The daughter recently met with an accident. . . . We talked and
prayed with her, and the Lord drew very near as we entreated Him to bless both mother and daughter. {Ev 455.2}

We next visited Sister G, who is a widow. . . . We had a season of prayer with this sister, and the tender Spirit of the
Lord rested upon us. We talked with Sister G's daughter, a girl of about sixteen, telling her of the love of Jesus and
entreating her to give her heart to the Saviour. I told her that if she would accept Christ as her Saviour, He would be her
support in every trial and would give her peace and rest in His love. She seemed to be influenced by our words. We then
went to see Brother and Sister H.-- Manuscript 21, 1892. {Ev 455.3}

Fields Endeared to the Worker.--Dora Creek and Martinsville and the other settlements in the woods in which we
labored are dear to me. I hope that the most tender solicitude will be shown for the souls in these places and that earnest
efforts will be made to draw them to Christ. Much has been done in these places, and much more will need to be done.--
Letter 113, 1902. {Ev 455.4}
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Lesson 10 Study Help
March 11", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 26, pages 257-265
Assurance of Success

The Divine Guaranty
God will do the work if we will furnish Him the instruments. --Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 107. {ChS 257.1}

God will accept the whole-hearted service, and will Himself make up the deficiencies.--The Ministry of Healing, p.
150. {ChS 257.2}

Every deed of righteousness will be immortalized, although the doer may not feel that he has done anything worthy
of notice.--Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 683. {ChS 257.3}

If you are truly consecrated, God will, through your instrumentality, bring into the truth others whom He can use as
channels to convey light to many that are groping in darkness.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 63. {ChS 257.4}

The truth is soon to triumph gloriously, and all who now choose to be laborers together with God will triumph with
it.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 135. {ChS 257.5}

To every one who offers himself to the Lord for service, withholding nothing, is given power for the attainment of
measureless results.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 30. {ChS 257.6}

When we labor diligently for the salvation of our fellow men, God will prosper our very effort.--Testimonies, vol. 9,
p. 86. {ChS 257.7}

The Lord has a place for every one in His great plan. Talents that are not needed are not bestowed. Supposing that the
talent is small. God has a place for it, and that one talent, if faithfully used, will do the very work God designs that it
should do.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 37. {ChS 257.8}

The humblest workers, in co-operation with Christ, may touch chords whose vibrations shall ring to the ends of the
earth, and make melody throughout eternal ages.--The Ministry of Healing, p. 159. {ChS 257.9}

True success in any line of work is not the result of chance or accident or destiny. It is the outworking of God's
providences, the reward of faith and discretion, of virtue and perseverance. Fine mental qualities and a high moral tone
are not the result of accident. God gives opportunities; success depends upon the use made of them. --Prophets and
Kings, p. 486. {ChS 257.10}

Those who are impressed to enter the work, whether in the home field or in the regions beyond, are to go forward in
the name of the Lord. If they depend on God for grace and strength, they will succeed. At the beginning their work may
be small, but if they follow the Lord's plans, it will enlarge. God lives. He will work for the unselfish, self-sacrificing
laborer, whoever and wherever he may be.--Southern Watchman, April 9, 1903. {ChS 258.1}

Co-operation of Heavenly Agencies

We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angels. It would be well to remember that every true child
of God has the co-operation of heavenly beings. Invisible armies of light and power attend the meek and lowly ones who
believe and claim the promises of God. Cherubim and seraphim, and angels that excel in strength, stand at God's right
hand, "all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." --The Acts of the Apostles,
p- 154. {ChS 258.2}

Remember that the Lord Jesus is the Master Worker. He waters the seed sown. He puts into your minds words that
will reach hearts.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 41. {ChS 258.3}

Consecrate yourselves wholly to the work of God. He is your strength, and He will be at your right hand, helping you
to carry on His merciful designs.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 41. {ChS 258.4}

The heavenly intelligences will work with the human agent who seeks with determined faith that perfection of
character which will reach out to perfection in action. To every one engaged in this work Christ says, I am at your right
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and to help you.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 332. {ChS 258.5}

As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be done at His command,
may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 333. {ChS 258.6}

In working for perishing souls, you have the companionship of angels. Thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand
times ten thousand angels are waiting to co-operate with members of our churches in communicating the light that God
has generously given, that a people may be prepared for the coming of Christ.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 129. {ChS 259.1}

In this work all the angels of heaven are ready to co-operate. All the resources of heaven are at the command of those
who are seeking to save the lost. Angels will help you to reach the most careless and the most hardened. And when one
is brought back to God, all heaven is made glad; seraphs and cherubs touch their golden harps, and sing praises to God
and the Lamb for their mercy and loving-kindness to the children of men.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 197. {ChS 259.2}

He who called the fishermen of Galilee is still calling men to His service. And He is just as willing to manifest His
power through us as through the first disciples. However imperfect and sinful we may be, the Lord holds out to us the
offer of partnership with Himself, of apprenticeship to Christ. He invites us to come under the divine instruction, that,
uniting with Christ, we may work the works of God.--The Desire of Ages, p. 297. {ChS 259.3}

Think you not that Christ values those who live wholly for Him? Think you not that He visits those who, like the
beloved John, are for His sake in hard and trying places? He finds His faithful ones, and holds communion with them,
encouraging and strengthening them. And angels of God, that excel in strength, are sent forth by God to minister to His
human workers who are speaking the truth to those who know it not.--Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 17. {ChS 259.4}

All Heaven is in activity, and the angels of God are waiting to co-operate with all who will devise plans whereby
souls for whom Christ died may hear the glad tidings of salvation. Angels who minister to those that shall be heirs of
salvation, are saying to every true saint, "There is work for you to do." "Go, stand and speak . . . to the people all the
words of this life." Acts 5:20. If those addressed would obey this injunction, the Lord would prepare the way before
them, putting them in possession of means wherewith to go.--Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 433, 434. {ChS 259.5}

In such a time as this, every child of God should be actively engaged in helping others. As those who have an
understanding of Bible truth try to seek out the men and women who are longing for light, angels of God will attend
them. And where angels go, none need fear to move forward. As a result of the faithful efforts of consecrated workers,
many will be turned from idolatry to the worship of the living God. Many will cease to pay homage to manmade
institutions, and will take their stand fearlessly on the side of God and His law.--Prophets and Kings, p. 171. {ChS
260.1}

The principalities and powers of heaven are watching the warfare which, under apparently discouraging
circumstances, God's servants are carrying on. New conquests are being achieved, new honors won, as the Christians,
rallying round the banner of their Redeemer, go forth to fight the good fight of faith. All the heavenly angels are at the
service of the humble, believing people of God; and as the Lord's army of workers here below sing their songs of praise,
the choir above join with them in ascribing praise to God and to His Son.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 154. {ChS
260.2}

It is not the power that emanates from men that makes the work successful, it is the power of the heavenly
intelligences working with the human agent that brings the work to perfection. A Paul may plant, and an Apollos may
water, but it is God that giveth the increase. Man cannot do God's part of the work. As a human agent he may cooperate
with the divine intelligences, and in simplicity and meekness do his best, realizing that God is the great Master
Workman. Although the workmen may be buried, the work will not cease, but it will go on to completion.--Review and
Herald, Nov. 14, 1893. {ChS 260.3}

The Christian always has a strong helper in the Lord. The way of the Lord's helping we may not know; but this we do
know: He will never fail those who put their trust in Him. Could Christians realize how many times the Lord has ordered
their way, that the purposes of the enemy concerning them might not be accomplished, they would not stumble along
complainingly. Their faith would be stayed on God, and no trial would have power to move them. They would
acknowledge Him as their wisdom and efficiency, and He would bring to pass that which He desires to work out through
them.--Prophets and Kings, p. 576. {ChS 260.4}

All who engage in ministry are God's helping hand. They are coworkers with the angels; rather, they are the human
agencies through whom the angels accomplish their mission. Angels speak through their voices, and work by their
hands. And the human workers, co-operating with heavenly agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience.
--Education, p. 271. {ChS 261.1}
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Christ calls every man and woman to put on the armor of His righteousness and begin to work. "I am at your right
hand to help you," He declares. Tell all your trials and perplexities to your God. He will never betray your confidence.
There is nothing so precious to Christ as His purchased possession, His church, the workers who go forth to scatter the
seeds of truth. . . . Think of Jesus. He is in His holy place, not in a state of solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand
times ten thousand of heavenly angels who wait to do His bidding. And He bids them go and work for the weakest saint
who puts his trust in God. High and low, rich and poor, have the same help provided.--Southern Watchman, Nov. 7,
1905. {ChS 261.2}

There Should Be No Thought of Failure

Workers for Christ are never to think, much less to speak, of failure in their work. The Lord Jesus is our efficiency in
all things; His Spirit is to be our inspiration; and as we place ourselves in His hands, to be channels of light, our means
of doing good will never be exhausted. We may draw upon His fulness, and receive of that grace which has no limit.--
Gospel Workers, p. 19. {ChS 261.3}

When we give ourselves wholly to God, and in our work follow His directions, He makes Himself responsible for its
accomplishment. He would not have us conjecture as to the success of our honest endeavors. Not once should we even
think of failure. We are to co-operate with One who knows no failure.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 363. {ChS 261.4}

The Lord is disappointed when His people place a low estimate upon themselves. He desires His chosen heritage to
value themselves according to the price He has placed upon them. God wanted them, else He would not have sent His
Son on such an expensive errand to redeem them. He has a use for them, and He is well pleased when they make the
very highest demands upon Him, that they may glorify His name. They may expect large things if they have faith in His
promises.--The Desire of Ages, p. 668. {ChS 262.1}

Proportionate Success

When God opens the way for the accomplishment of a certain work, and gives assurance of success, the chosen
instrumentality must do all in his power to bring about the promised result. In proportion to the enthusiasm and
perseverance with which the work is carried forward, will be the success given.--Prophets and Kings, p. 263. {ChS
262.2}

The Underlying Motive in Successful Service

Whatsoever is done out of pure love, be it ever so little or contemptible in the sight of men, is wholly fruitful; for God
regards more with how much love one worketh, than the amount he doeth.--Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 135. {ChS 262.3}

Ten truly converted, willing-minded, unselfish workers can do more in the missionary field than one hundred who
confine their efforts to set forms, and preserve mechanical rules, working without deep love for souls.--Testimonies, vol.
4, p. 602. {ChS 262.4}

It is not the capabilities you now possess, or ever will have, that will give you success. It is that which the Lord can
do for you. We need to have far less confidence in what man can do, and far more confidence in what God can do for
every believing soul. He longs to have you reach after Him by faith. He longs to have you expect great things from Him.
He longs to give you understanding in temporal as well as in spiritual matters. He can sharpen the intellect. He can give
tact and skill. Put your talents into the work, ask God for wisdom, and it will be given to you.--Christ's Object Lessons,
p. 146. {ChS 262.5}

The oil of grace gives to men the courage, and supplies to them the motives, for doing every day the work that God
appoints to them. The five foolish virgins had lamps (this means a knowledge of Scripture truth), but they had not the
grace of Christ. Day by day they went through a round of ceremonies and external duties, but their service was lifeless,
devoid of the righteousness of Christ. The Sun of Righteousness did not shine in their hearts and minds, and they had not
the love of the truth which conforms to the life and character, the image and superscription, of Christ. The oil of grace
was not mingled with their endeavors. Their religion was a dry husk without the true kernel. They held fast to forms of
doctrines, but they were deceived in their Christian life, full of self-righteousness, and failing to learn lessons in the
school of Christ, which, if practiced, would have made them wise unto salvation.-- Review and Herald, March 27, 1894.
{ChS 263.1}
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The work of God is to be carried on to completion by the co-operation of divine and human agencies. Those who are
self-sufficient may be apparently active in the work of God; but if they are prayerless, their activity is of no avail. Could
they look into the censer of the angel that stands at the golden altar before the rainbow-circled throne, they would see
that the merit of Jesus must be mingled with our prayers and efforts, or they are as worthless as was the offering of Cain.
Could we see all the activity of human instrumentality, as it appears before God, we would see that only the work
accomplished by much prayer, which is sanctified by the merit of Christ, will stand the test of the judgment. When the
grand review shall take place, then shall ye return and discern between him that serveth God and him that serveth Him
not.--Review and Herald, July 4, 1893. {ChS 263.2}

Legal religion will not answer for this age. We may perform all the outward acts of service, and yet be as destitute of
the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit as the hills of Gilboa were destitute of dew and rain. We all need spiritual
moisture; and we need also the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness to soften and subdue our hearts. We are always
to be as firm as a rock to principle. Bible principles are to be taught, and then backed up by holy practice.--Testimonies,
vol. 6, pp. 417,418. {ChS 263.3}

Success depends not so much on talent as on energy and willingness. It is not the possession of splendid talents that
enables us to render acceptable service; but the conscientious performance of daily duties, the contented spirit, the
unaffected, sincere interest in the welfare of others. In the humblest lot true excellence may be found. The commonest
tasks, wrought with loving faithfulness, are beautiful in God's sight.--Prophets and Kings, p. 219. {ChS 264.1}

The symmetrical structure of a strong, beautiful character is built up by individual acts of duty. And faithfulness
should characterize our life in the least as well as in the greatest of its details. Integrity in little things, the performance
of little acts of fidelity and little deeds of kindness, will gladden the path of life; and when our work on earth is ended, it
will be found that every one of the little duties faithfully performed has exerted an influence for good,--an influence that
can never perish.--Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 574. {ChS 264.2}

Leave Results with God

The good seed may for a time lie unnoticed in a cold, selfish, worldly heart, giving no evidence that it has taken root;
but afterward, as the Spirit of God breathes on the soul, the hidden seed springs up, and at last bears fruit to the glory of
God. In our life-work we know not which shall prosper, this or that. This is not a question for us to settle. We are to do
our work, and leave the results with God. "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand."
God's great covenant declares that "while the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest . . . shall not cease." In the
confidence of this promise the husbandman tills and sows. Not less confidently are we in the spiritual sowing to labor,
trusting His assurance, "So shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth; it shall not return unto Me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." "He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."--Christ's
Object Lessons, p. 65. {ChS 264.3}
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Lesson 11 Study Help
March 18", 2023

Evangelism, Chapter 10, pages 334-340
Establishing and Holding New Converts

Follow-up Methods

The Second Series of Meetings.--When the arguments for present truth are presented for the first time, it is difficult to
fasten the points upon the mind. And although some may see sufficiently to decide, yet for all this, there is need of going
all over the very same ground again, and giving another course of lectures.-- Letter 60, 1886. {Ev 334.1}

To Fix the Truth Distinctly.--After the first efforts have been made in a place by giving a course of lectures, there is
really greater necessity for a second course than for the first. The truth is new and startling, and the people need to have
the same presented the second time, to get the points distinct and the ideas fixed in the mind.--Letter 48, 1886. {Ev
334.2}

Importance of Repeating Points of Truth.--If those who knew the truth and were established in it were indeed in need
of having its importance kept over before them and their minds stirred up by the repetition of it, how important that this
work is not neglected for those newly come to the faith. Everything in the interpretation of the Scripture is new and
strange to them, and they will be in danger of losing the force of the truth and receiving ideas not correct. In many
efforts that have been made the work has been left incomplete.--Letter 60, 1886. {Ev 334.3}

Careful Plans for the Follow-up Series.--It may be advisable to change locations and have new congregations, but all
the time you are making a second effort, do it just as perfectly as if the first effort had not been made. Let every talent of
the workers be put out to the exchangers. Let everyone do his level best and act an energetic part in the work and service
of God. {Ev 335.1}

There are different kinds of work to be done. Souls are precious in the sight of God; educate them, teach them, as
they embrace the truth, how to bear responsibilities. He who sees the end from the beginning, who can make the seeds
sown wholly fruitful, will be with you in your efforts.--Letter 48, 1886. {Ev 335.2}

An Example of Thorough Follow-up Work.--Our meeting has ended. From the very first day, October 21, up to the
present time (November 10), the interest has not abated. At the first meeting the large tent was crowded, and a wall of
people stood round the outside. {Ev 335.3}

I spoke six times on Sabbath, Sunday, and Wednesday afternoons to the crowd that assembled, and five times in
various lines to our people. We had the best of ministerial labor. . . . The word was spoken in no faltering, hesitating
manner, but in the demonstration of the Spirit and with power. The interest was superior to anything we have seen in any
camp meeting in this country. We feel very grateful to the Lord for this opportunity of making known the light of
present truth. As in Christ's day, the people listen and are astonished and captivated. They say, "We never heard
anything like this. Oh, how I wish I could have heard all these things before. I never knew such things were in the Bible.
I see that the work before me is to search the Scriptures as I have never done before." {Ev 335.4}

The Word of God has indeed been like a sword, quick and powerful. The crowds of people listened interestedly for
one and nearly two hours without showing any appearance of weariness. Oh, I am so glad, so thankful. I praise the Lord
with heart and soul and voice. ... {Ev 336.1}

Several workers are keeping up the interest in Stanmore. This interest does not flag. The big tent has been taken
down and sent to Melbourne. The forty-foot tent is being spliced in the center so that it will seat as many as possible,
and will be used here. A house has been rented to accommodate the workers. A room has been prepared for me, and if [
am able I shall probably go to Sydney this week to join the workers. We must do all we possibly can to make this effort
a success. Elder Haskell writes cheeringly in regard to the work there and the unflagging interest.--Letter 27, 1897. {Ev
336.2}

Building on Interest Created.--The laborers who may come in after an interest has been created, may be men who
have even less ability than those who have started the work; but if they are humble men of God, they may present the
truth in such a way as to arouse and impress the hearts of some who have hitherto been untouched. The Lord reveals
truth to different minds in different aspects, so that through one man's presentation some point of truth is made clearer
than through another man's presentation, and for this very reason the Lord does not permit one man alone the work of
dealing with human minds. ... {Ev 336.3}

One man may carry his part of the work as far as he can, and then the Lord will send another of His workmen to do
another part of the work that the first worker did not feel the necessity of doing, and yet it was essential that the work
should be done. Therefore let no man feel that it is his duty to begin and carry forward a work entirely himself. If it is
possible for Him to have other gifts in other laborers to work for the conversion of souls, let him gladly co-operate with
them.--Manuscript 21, 1894. {Ev 336.4}
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New Converts Thoroughly Instructed.--Our efforts are not to cease because public meetings have been discontinued
for a time. So long as there are interested ones, we must give them opportunity to learn the truth. And the new converts
will need to be instructed by faithful teachers of God's Word, that they may increase in a knowledge and love of the
truth, and may grow to the full stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. They must now be surrounded by the
influences most favorable to spiritual growth.--Review and Herald, Feb. 14, 1907. {Ev 337.1}

Develop the Local Talent.--Do the work of an evangelist--water and cultivate the seed already sown. When a new
church has been raised up, it should not be left destitute of help. The minister should develop the talent in the church,
that meetings may be profitably kept up. Timothy was commanded to go from church to church, as one who should do
this kind of work, and build up the churches in the most holy faith. He was to do the work of an evangelist, and this is an
even more important work than that of the ministers. He was to preach the Word, but he was not to be settled over one
church.--Review and Herald, Sept. 28, 1897. {Ev 337.2}

Visit New Members Often.--The work should not be left prematurely. See that all are intelligent in the truth,
established in the faith, and interested in every branch of the work, before leaving them for another field. And then, like
the apostle Paul, visit them often to see how they do. Oh, the slack work that is done by many who claim to be
commissioned of God to preach His Word, makes angels weep.-- Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 256. (1885) {Ev 337.3}

Line Upon Line, Precept Upon Precept.--It is not preaching alone that must be done. Far less preaching is needed.
More time should be devoted to patiently educating others, giving the hearers opportunity to express themselves. It is
instruction that many need, line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little. {Ev 338.1}

But it is very difficult to impress the minds of our ministering brethren with the idea that sermons alone cannot do the
work that is needed for our churches. Personal efforts are wanted; they are essential for the prosperity of individuals and
churches.--Manuscript 7, 1891. {Ev 338.2}

Help in Beginning the New Life.--Wherever such an interest is awakened as that which is now shown in , men
of the best ability should be chosen to help in the effort. They should enter heartily into the work of visiting and holding
Bible readings with those newly come to the faith, and with those who are interested, endeavoring to establish them in
the faith. The new believers are to be carefully instructed, that they may have an intelligent knowledge of the various
lines of work committed to the church of Christ. One or two men should not be left alone with the burden of such a
work. {Ev 338.3}

Much depends upon the work done by the members of the church in connection with and following the tent meetings
that shall be held in our cities. During the meeting, many, convicted by the Spirit, may be filled with a desire to begin
the Christian life; but unless there is constant watchfulness on the part of the workers who remain to follow up the
interest, the good impressions made on the minds of the people will become indistinct. The enemy, full of subtle
reasoning, will take advantage of every failure on the part of God's workers to watch for souls as they that must give an
account.--Review and Herald, March 2, 1905. {Ev 338.4}

Create a Bulwark Around New Believers.--Just after the decisions are made, the forces of the powers of darkness
take these minds that have been convicted, and that have resisted the conviction of the Spirit of God. They have a
superstition, and Satan works upon those minds until there is an intensity of opposition to the truth and everybody that
believes it, and they think they are in God's service, as Christ told us, "Whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth
God service." {Ev 339.1}

Now we can see the intensity of their minds. Where is the intensity on the other side? Unite with the Spirit of the
living God to present a bulwark around our people and around our youth, to educate and train them. This must be met,
and we must carry right through the truth of God at any cost. We understand something about it, but there are many who
do not understand anything about it, therefore we need to lead them along, to instruct them kindly and tenderly, and if
the spirit of God is with us, we will know just what to say.--Manuscript 42, 1894. {Ev 339.2}

Comprehension of God's Over-all Purpose.--The student should learn to view the Word as a whole, and to see the
relation of its parts. He should gain a knowledge of its grand, central theme, of God's original purpose for the world, of
the rise of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two principles
that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through the records of history and prophecy,
to the great consummation. He should see how this controversy enters into every phase of human experience; how in
every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not,
he is even now deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found.--Education, p. 190. (1903) {Ev 339.3}

Teaching New Believers How to Meet Enemy.-- It is poor policy to leave a few here and there, unfed and uncared
for, for devouring wolves, or to become targets for the enemy to open fire upon. I have been shown that there has been
much of such work done among us as a people. Promising fields have been spoiled for future effort by striking in
prematurely without counting the cost, and leaving the work half done. Because there has been a course of lectures
given, then stop the work, rush into a new field to half do the work there, and these poor souls who have but a slight
knowledge of the truth are left without proper measures being taken to confirm and establish them in the faith and
educate them like well-drilled soldiers how to meet the enemy's attacks and vanquish him.--Letter 60, 1886. {Ev 340.1}

Integrating New Believers into the Church

To Be Guided as Children.--"At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the
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ingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso
shall receive one such little child in My name receiveth Me. But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which

believe in Me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth
of the sea." {Ev 340.2}
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Lesson 12 Study Help
March 25", 2023

Christian Services, Chapter 27, pages 266-275
Reward of Service

Priceless

It is not a vain thing to serve God. There is a priceless reward for those who devote their life to His service.--
Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 107. {ChS 266.1}

Every sacrifice that is made in His ministry will be recompensed according to "the exceeding riches of His grace." --
The Desire of Ages, p. 249. {ChS 266.2}

Our reward for working with Christ in this world is the greater power and wider privilege of working with Him in the
world to come.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 361. {ChS 266.3}

Basis of Valuation

The value of service to God is measured by the spirit in which it is rendered, rather than by the length of time spent in
labor.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 74. {ChS 266.4}

Their success in advancement in the divine life depends upon the improvement of the talents lent them. Their future
reward will be proportioned to the integrity and earnestness with which they serve the Master.--Review and Herald,
March 1, 1887. {ChS 266.5}

The Lord has a great work to be done, and He will bequeath the most in the future life to those who do the most
faithful, willing service in the present life.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 330. {ChS 266.6}

Those who came into the vineyard at the eleventh hour were thankful for an opportunity to work. Their hearts were
full of gratitude to the one who had accepted them; and when at the close of the day the householder paid them for a full
day's work, they were greatly surprised. They knew they had not earned such wages. And the kindness expressed in the
countenance of their employer filled them with joy. They never forgot the goodness of the householder, or the generous
compensation they had received. {ChS 266.7}

Thus it is with the sinner, who, knowing his unworthiness, has entered the Master's vineyard at the eleventh hour. His
time of service seems so short, he feels that he is undeserving of reward; but he is filled with joy that God has accepted
him at all. He works with a humble, trusting spirit, thankful for the privilege of being a coworker with Christ. This spirit
God delights to honor.--Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 397, 398. {ChS 267.1}

Sure Reward

He who has appointed "to every man his work," according to his ability, will never let the faithful performance of
duty go unrewarded. Every act of loyalty and faith will be crowned with special tokens of God's favor and approbation.
To every worker is given the promise, "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." --Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 395. {ChS 267.2}

However short our service or humble our work, if in simple faith we follow Christ, we shall not be disappointed of
the reward. That which even the greatest and wisest cannot earn, the weakest and most humble may receive. Heaven's
golden gate opens not to the self-exalted. It is not lifted up to the proud in spirit. But the everlasting portals will open
wide to the trembling touch of a little child. Blessed will be the recompense of grace to those who have wrought for God
in the simplicity of faith and love. --Christ's Object Lessons, p. 404. {ChS 267.3}

The brows of those who do this work will wear the crown of sacrifice. But they will receive their reward.--
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 348. {ChS 267.4}

To every worker for God this thought should be a stimulus and an encouragement. In this life our work for God often
seems to be almost fruitless. Our efforts to do good may be earnest and persevering, yet we may not be permitted to
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witness their results. To us the effort may seem to be lost. But the Saviour assures us that our work is noted in heaven,
and that the recompense cannot fail.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 305. {ChS 267.5}

Every act, every deed of justice and mercy and benevolence, makes music in heaven. The Father from His throne
beholds and numbers the performer of them with His most precious treasures. "And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, when I make up My jewels." Every merciful act to the needy or the suffering is as though done to Jesus. Whoever
succors the poor, or sympathizes with the afflicted and oppressed, and befriends the orphan, brings himself into a more
close relationship to Jesus.--Review and Herald, Aug. 16, 1881. {ChS 268.1}

Christ regards all acts of mercy, benevolence, and thoughtful consideration for the unfortunate, the blind, the lame,
the sick, the widow, and the orphan, as done to Himself; and these works are preserved in the heavenly records, and will
be rewarded.--Testimonies, vol. 3, pp. 512, 513. {ChS 268.2}

A Just Reward

The Lord is good. He is merciful and tender-hearted. He is acquainted with every one of His children. He knows just
what each one of us is doing. He knows just how much credit to give to each one. Will you not lay down your credit list
and your condemnation list, and leave God to do His own work? You will be given the crown of glory if you will attend
to the work that God has given you.-- Southern Watchman, May 14, 1903. {ChS 268.3}

The Lord desires us to rest in Him without a question as to our measure of reward. When Christ abides in the soul,
the thought of reward is not uppermost. This is not the motive that actuates our service.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 398.
{ChS 268.4}

From garrets, from hovels, from dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains and deserts, from the caves of the earth
and the caverns of the sea, Christ will gather His children to Himself. On earth they have been destitute, afflicted, and
tormented. Millions have gone down to the grave loaded with infamy because they refused to yield to the deceptive
claims of Satan. By human tribunals the children of God have been adjudged the vilest criminals. But the day is near
when "God is judge Himself." Then the decisions of earth shall be reversed. "The rebuke of His people shall He take
away." White robes will be given to every one of them. And "they shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the
Lord."--Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 179, 180. {ChS 268.5}

Present Reward

Happiness.--Those who give their lives to Christlike ministry know the meaning of true happiness. Their interests and
their prayers reach far beyond self. They themselves are growing as they try to help others. They become familiar with
the largest plans, the most stirring enterprises, and how can they but grow when they place themselves in the divine
channel of light and blessing? Such ones receive wisdom from heaven. They become more and more identified with
Christ in all His plans. There is no opportunity for spiritual stagnation.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 42. {ChS 269.1}

The church that engages successfully in this work, is a happy church. That man or that woman whose soul is drawn
out in compassion and love for the erring, and who labors to bring them to the fold of the great Shepherd, is engaged in a
blessed work. And, oh, what a soul-enrapturing thought, that when one sinner is thus reclaimed, there is more joy in
heaven than over ninety and nine just persons! --Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 22. {ChS 269.2}

Nothing is drudgery to the one who submits to the will of God. "Doing it unto the Lord" is a thought that throws a
charm over whatever work God gives him to do.-- Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 150. {ChS 269.3}

The Christian laborer knows no drudgery in his heaven-appointed work. He enters into the joy of His Lord in seeing
souls emancipated from the slavery of sin; and this joy repays him for every self-denial.--Southern Watchman, April 2,
1903. {ChS 269.4}

To become a toiler, to continue patiently in well-doing which calls for self-denying labor, is a glorious work, which
Heaven smiles upon.--Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 24. {ChS 269.5}

Christ delights to take apparently hopeless material, those whom Satan has debased and through whom he has
worked and make them the subjects of His grace. . . . He makes His children His agents in the accomplishment of his
work, and in its success, even in this life, they find a precious reward.-- Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 308, 309. {ChS 269.6}

Blessing.--Every effort made for Christ will react in blessing upon ourselves.--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 354. {ChS
270.1}
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Every duty performed, every sacrifice made in the name of Jesus, brings an exceeding great reward. In the very act of
duty, God speaks, and gives His blessing.--Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 145. {ChS 270.2}

We should live in this world to win souls to the Saviour. If we injure others, we injure ourselves also. If we bless
others, we also bless ourselves; for the influence of every good deed is reflected upon our own hearts.--Testimonies, vol.
4,p.72. {ChS 270.3}

Every ray of light shed upon others will be reflected upon our own hearts. Every kind and sympathizing word spoken
to the sorrowful, every act to relieve the oppressed, and every gift to supply the necessities of our fellow beings, given or
done with an eye to God's glory, will result in blessings to the giver. Those who are thus working are obeying a law of
heaven, and will receive the approval of God.--Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 56. {ChS 270.4}

While the great final reward is given at Christ's coming, true-hearted service for God brings a reward, even in this
life. Obstacles, opposition, and bitter, heartbreaking discouragements, the worker will have to meet. He may not see the
fruit of his toil. But in face of all this he finds in his labor a blessed recompense. All who surrender themselves to God in
unselfish service for humanity are in cooperation with the Lord of glory. This thought sweetens all toil, it braces the will,
it nerves the spirit for whatever may befall.--Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 305, 306. {ChS 270.5}

Health.--Doing good is an excellent remedy for disease. Those who engage in the work are invited to call upon God,
and He has pledged Himself to answer them. Their soul shall be satisfied in drouth, and they shall be like a watered
garden, whose waters fail not.--Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 29. {ChS 270.6}

In fellowship with God, with Christ, and with holy angels, they are surrounded with a heavenly atmosphere, an
atmosphere that brings health to the body, vigor to the intellect, and joy to the soul.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 306. {ChS
271.1}

The pleasure of doing good to others imparts a glow to the feelings which flashes through the nerves, quickens the
circulation of the blood, and induces mental and physical health.--Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 56. {ChS 271.2}

Strength.--Let a strong man be shut away from labor, and he becomes feeble. That church or those persons who shut
themselves away from bearing burdens for others, who shut themselves up to themselves, will soon suffer spiritual
feebleness. It is labor that keeps the strong man strong. And spiritual labor, toil, and burden-bearing, is what will give
strength to the church of Christ.--Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 22. {ChS 271.3}

Peace.--In doing for others, a sweet satisfaction will be experienced, an inward peace which will be a sufficient
reward. When actuated by a high and noble desire to do others good, they will find true happiness in a faithful discharge
of life's manifold duties. This will bring more than an earthly reward; for every faithful, unselfish performance of duty is
noticed by the angels, and shines in the life record. --Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 132. {ChS 271.4}

Future Reward

Eternal Life.--By earnest, thoughtful efforts to help where help is needed, the true Christian shows his love for God
and for his fellow beings. He may lose his life in service; but when Christ comes to gather His jewels to Himself, he will
find it again.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 56. {ChS 271.5}

A Gracious Welcome Home.--Stand on the threshold of eternity, and hear the gracious welcome given to those who
in this life have co-operated with Christ, regarding it as a privilege and an honor to suffer for His sake. . . . There the
redeemed ones greet those who directed them to the uplifted Saviour. They unite in praising Him who died that human
beings might have the life that measures with the life of God. The conflict is over. All tribulation and strife are at an end.
Songs of victory fill all heaven, as the redeemed stand around the throne of God. All take up the joyful strain, "Worthy,
worthy is the Lamb that was slain," and hath redeemed us to God.--The Ministry of Healing, pp. 506, 507. {ChS 271.6}

If the record shows that this has been their life, that their characters have been marked with tenderness, self-denial,
and benevolence, they will receive the blessed assurance and benediction from Christ, "Well done." "Come, ye blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."--Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 525.
{ChS 272.1}

Heavenly Environment.--Now the church is militant. Now we are confronted with a world in darkness, almost wholly
given over to idolatry. But the day is coming when the battle will have been fought, the victory won. The will of God is
to be done on earth as it is done in heaven. The nations of the saved will know no other law than the law of heaven. All
will be a happy, united family, clothed with the garments of praise and thanksgiving,--the robe of Christ's righteousness.
All nature, in its surpassing loveliness, will offer to God a tribute of praise and adoration. The world will be bathed in
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the light of heaven. The light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold greater
than it is now. The years will move on in gladness. Over the scene the morning stars will sing together, and the sons of
God will shout for joy, while God and Christ will unite in proclaiming, "There shall be no more sin, neither shall there
be any more death." --The Ministry of Healing, p. 504. {ChS 272.2}

Joy.--1t is the reward of Christ's workers to enter into His joy. That joy, to which Christ Himself looks forward with
eager desire, is presented in His request to His Father, "I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am."--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 309. {ChS 272.3}

In our life here, earthly, sin-restricted, though it is, the greatest joy and the highest education are in service. And in
the future state, untrammeled by the limitations of sinful humanity, it is in service that our greatest joy and our highest
education will be found,--witnessing, and ever as we witness learning anew "the riches of the glory of this mystery,"
"which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."-- Education, p. 309. {ChS 272.4}

They share in the sufferings of Christ, and they will share also in the glory that shall be revealed. One with Him in
His work, drinking with Him the cup of sorrow, they are partakers also of His joy.--Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, p. 12. {ChS 273.1}

Fruitage of Seed-Sowing.--Every impulse of the Holy Spirit leading men to goodness and to God, is noted in the
books of heaven, and in the day of God every one who has given himself as an instrument for the Holy Spirit's working
will be permitted to behold what his life has wrought. --Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 310. {ChS 273.2}

When the redeemed stand before God, precious souls will respond to their names who are there because of the
faithful, patient efforts put forth in their behalf, the entreaties and earnest persuasions to flee to the Stronghold. Thus
those who in this world have been laborers together with God will receive their reward.--Testimonies, vol. 8, pp. 196,
197. {ChS 273.3}

What rejoicing there will be as these redeemed ones meet and greet those who have had a burden in their behalf! And
those who have lived, not to please themselves, but to be a blessing to the unfortunate who have so few blessings, --how
their hearts will thrill with satisfaction! They will realize the promise, "Thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot
recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just."--Gospel Workers, p. 519. {ChS 273.4}

In heaven we shall see the youth whom we helped, those whom we invited to our homes, whom we led from
temptation. We shall see their faces reflecting the radiance of the glory of God.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 348. {ChS
273.5}

To be a coworker with Christ and the heavenly angels in the great plan of salvation! What work can bear any
comparison with this! From every soul saved, there comes to God a revenue of glory, to be reflected upon the one saved,
and also upon the one instrumental in his salvation. --Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 232. {ChS 273.6}

The redeemed will meet and recognize those whose attention they have directed to the uplifted Saviour. What blessed
converse they will have with these souls! "I was a sinner," it will be said, "without God and without hope in the world;
and you came to me, and drew my attention to the precious Saviour as my only hope. And I believed in Him. I repented
of my sins, and was made to sit together with His saints in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Others will say: "l was a
heathen in heathen lands. You left your friends and comfortable home, and came to teach me how to find Jesus, and
believe in Him as the only true God. I demolished my idols, and worshiped God, and now I see Him face to face. I am
saved, eternally saved, ever to behold Him whom I love. I then saw Him only with the eye of faith, but now I see Him as
He is. I can now express my gratitude for His redeeming mercy to Him who loved me, and washed me from my sins in
His own blood."--Gospel Workers, p. 518. {ChS 274.1}

Others will express their gratitude to those who fed the hungry and clothed the naked. "When despair bound my soul
in unbelief, the Lord sent you to me," they say, "to speak words of hope and comfort. You brought me food for my
physical necessities, and you opened to me the Word of God, awakening me to my spiritual needs. You treated me as a
brother. You sympathized with me in my sorrows, and restored my bruised and wounded soul, so that I could grasp the
hand of Christ that was reached out to save me. In my ignorance you taught me patiently that I had a Father in heaven
who cared for me. You read to me the precious promises of God's Word. You inspired in me faith that He would save
me. My heart was softened, subdued, broken, as I contemplated the sacrifice which Christ had made for me. [ became
hungry for the bread of life, and the truth was precious to my soul. I am here, saved, eternally saved, ever to live in His
presence, and to praise Him who gave His life for me."--Gospel Workers, pp. 518, 519. {ChS 274.2}



Patiently Wait for the Reward

If the time seems long to wait for our Deliverer to come; if, bowed by affliction and worn with toil, we feel impatient
for our commission to close, and to receive an honorable release from the warfare, let us remember--and let the
remembrance check every murmur--that God leaves us on earth to encounter storms and conflicts, to perfect Christian
character, to become better acquainted with God our Father and Christ our Elder Brother, and to do work for the Master
in winning many souls to Christ, that with glad heart we may hear the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."--Review and Herald, Oct. 25, 1881. {ChS 274.3}

Be patient, Christian soldier. Yet a little while, and He that shall come, will come. The night of weary waiting, and
watching, and mourning is nearly over. The reward will soon be given; the eternal day will dawn. There is no time to
sleep now,--no time to indulge in useless regrets. He who ventures to slumber now will miss precious opportunities of
doing good. We are granted the blessed privilege of gathering sheaves in the great harvest; and every soul saved will be
an additional star in the crown of Jesus, our adorable Redeemer. Who is eager to lay off the armor, when by pushing the
battle a little longer, he will achieve new victories and gather new trophies for eternity?--Review and Herald, Oct. 25,
1881. {ChS 275.1}
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