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OVERVIEW

General Introduction
for the 4" Quarter, 2024

‘Behold, I Will Send You Elijah’

The closing words of Malachi are a prophecy regarding the work that should be done preparatory to the first and
the second advent of Christ.

Those who are to prepare the way for the second coming of Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as John
came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ's first advent. Our message must be as direct as was that of
John. He rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding the peril his life was in, he never allowed truth to
languish on his lips. In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God calls upon His messengers to proclaim His
law in the spirit and power of Elijah. As John the Baptist, in preparing a people for Christ's first advent, called their
attention to the Ten Commandments, so we are to give, with no uncertain sound, the message: “Fear God, and give
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.” With the earnestness that characterised Elijah the prophet and
John the Baptist, we are to strive to prepare the way for Christ's Second Advent.

The hour of God's judgment has come, and upon the members of His church on earth rests the solemn
responsibility of giving warning to those who are standing as it were on the very brink of eternal ruin.

All can do something in the work. None will be pronounced guiltless before God unless they have worked
earnestly and unselfishly for the salvation of souls.

Your duty cannot be shifted upon another. No one but yourself can do your work. If you withhold your light,
someone must be left in darkness through your neglect.

The Lord has a place for everyone in His great plan.

—The Faith I Live By, page 290
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EGW Study Help
Sabbath, September 28", 2024

Prophets and Kings
Chapter 9 & 10, p. 119-132

“Elijah the Tishbite” & “The Voice of Stern Rebuke”

Among the mountains of Gilead, east of the Jordan, there dwelt in the days of Ahab a man of faith and prayer
whose fearless ministry was destined to check the rapid spread of apostasy in Israel. Far removed from any city of
renown, and occupying no high station in life, Elijah the Tishbite nevertheless entered upon his mission confident
in God's purpose to prepare the way before him and to give him abundant success. The word of faith and power
was upon his lips, and his whole life was devoted to the work of reform. His was the voice of one crying in the
wilderness to rebuke sin and press back the tide of evil. And while he came to the people as a reprover of sin, his
message offered the balm of Gilead to the sin-sick souls of all who desired to be healed. {PK 119.1}

As Elijah saw Israel going deeper and deeper into idolatry, his soul was distressed and his indignation aroused.
God had done great things for His people. He had delivered them from bondage and given them "the lands of the
heathen, . . . that they might observe His statutes, and keep His laws." Psalm 105:44, 45. But the beneficent designs
of Jehovah were now well-nigh forgotten. Unbelief was fast separating the chosen nation from the Source of their
strength. Viewing this apostasy from his mountain retreat, Elijah was overwhelmed with sorrow. In anguish of soul
he besought God to arrest the once-favoured people in their wicked course, to visit them with judgments, if need
be, that they might be led to see in its true light their departure from Heaven. He longed to see them brought to
repentance before they should go to such lengths in evil-doing as to provoke the Lord to destroy them utterly. {PK
119.2}

Elijah's prayer was answered. Oft-repeated appeals, remonstrances, and warnings had failed to bring Israel to
repentance. The time had come when God must speak to them by means of judgments. Inasmuch as the worshipers
of Baal claimed that the treasures of heaven, the dew and the rain, came not from Jehovah, but from the ruling
forces of nature, and that it was through the creative energy of the sun that the earth was enriched and made to
bring forth abundantly, the curse of God was to rest heavily upon the polluted land. The apostate tribes of Israel
were to be shown the folly of trusting to the power of Baal for temporal blessings. Until they should turn to God
with repentance, and acknowledge Him as the source of all blessing, there should fall upon the land neither dew
nor rain. {PK 120.1}

To Elijah was entrusted the mission of delivering to Ahab Heaven's message of judgment. He did not seek to be
the Lord's messenger; the word of the Lord came to him. And jealous for the honour of God's cause, he did not
hesitate to obey the divine summons, though to obey seemed to invite swift destruction at the hand of the wicked
king. The prophet set out at once and travelled night and day until he reached Samaria. At the palace he solicited
no admission, nor waited to be formally announced. Clad in the coarse garments usually worn by the prophets of
that time, he passed the guards, apparently unnoticed, and stood for a moment before the astonished king. {PK
120.2}

Elijah made no apology for his abrupt appearance. A Greater than the ruler of Israel had commissioned him to
speak; and, lifting his hand toward heaven, he solemnly affirmed by the living God that the judgments of the Most
High were about to fall upon Israel. "As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom | stand,” he declared, “there
shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.” {PK 121.1}

It was only by the exercise of strong faith in the unfailing power of God's word that Elijah delivered his
message. Had he not possessed implicit confidence in the One whom he served, he would never have appeared
before Ahab. On his way to Samaria, Elijah had passed by ever-flowing streams, hills covered with verdure, and
stately forests that seemed beyond the reach of drought. Everything on which the eye rested was clothed with
beauty. The prophet might have wondered how the streams that had never ceased their flow could become dry, or
how those hills and valleys could be burned with drought. But he gave no place to unbelief. He fully believed that
God would humble apostate Israel, and that through judgments they would be brought to repentance. The fiat of
Heaven had gone forth; God's word could not fail; and at the peril of his life Elijah fearlessly fulfilled his
commission. Like a thunderbolt from a clear sky, the message of impending judgment fell upon the ears of the
wicked king; but before Ahab could recover from his astonishment, or frame a reply, Elijah disappeared as
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abruptly as he had come, without waiting to witness the effect of his message. And the Lord went before him,
making plain the way. "Turn thee eastward," the prophet was bidden, "and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is
before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and | have commanded the ravens to feed thee."
{PK 121.2}

The king made diligent inquiry, but the prophet was not to be found. Queen Jezebel, angered over the message
that had locked up the treasures of heaven, lost no time in conferring with the priests of Baal, who united with her
in cursing the prophet and in defying the wrath of Jehovah. But notwithstanding their desire to find him who had
uttered the word of woe, they were destined to meet with disappointment. Nor could they conceal from others a
knowledge of the judgment pronounced in consequence of the prevailing apostasy. Tidings of Elijah's denunciation
of the sins of Israel, and of his prophecy of swift-coming punishment, quickly spread throughout the land. The
fears of some were aroused, but in general the heavenly message was received with scorn and ridicule. {PK 123.1}

The prophet's words went into immediate effect. Those who were at first inclined to scoff at the thought of
calamity, soon had occasion for serious reflection; for after a few months the earth, unrefreshed by dew or rain,
became dry, and vegetation withered. As time passed, streams that had never been known to fail began to decrease,
and brooks began to dry up. Yet the people were urged by their leaders to have confidence in the power of Baal
and to set aside as idle words the prophecy of Elijah. The priests still insisted that it was through the power of Baal
that the showers of rain fell. Fear not the God of Elijah, nor tremble at His word, they urged, it is Baal that brings
forth the harvest in its season and provides for man and beast. {PK 123.2}

God's message to Ahab gave Jezebel and her priests and all the followers of Baal and Ashtoreth opportunity to
test the power of their gods, and, if possible, to prove the word of Elijah false. Against the assurances of hundreds
of idolatrous priests, the prophecy of Elijah stood alone. If, notwithstanding the prophet's declaration, Baal could
still give dew and rain, causing the streams to continue to flow and vegetation to flourish, then let the king of Israel
worship him and the people say that he is God. {PK 124.1}

Determined to keep the people in deception, the priests of Baal continue to offer sacrifices to their gods and to
call upon them night and day to refresh the earth. With costly offerings the priests attempt to appease the anger of
their gods; with a zeal and a perseverance worthy of a better cause they linger round their pagan altars and pray
earnestly for rain. Night after night, throughout the doomed land, their cries and entreaties arise. But no clouds
appear in the heavens by day to hide the burning rays of the sun. No dew or rain refreshes the thirsty earth. The
word of Jehovah stands unchanged by anything the priests of Baal can do. {PK 124.2}

A year passes, and yet there is no rain. The earth is parched as if with fire. The scorching heat of the sun
destroys what little vegetation has survived. Streams dry up, and lowing herds and bleating flocks wander hither
and thither in distress. Once-flourishing fields have become like burning desert sands, a desolate waste. The groves
dedicated to idol worship are leafless; the forest trees, gaunt skeletons of nature, afford no shade. The air is dry and
suffocating; dust storms blind the eyes and nearly stop the breath. Once-prosperous cities and villages have become
places of mourning. Hunger and thirst are telling upon man and beast with fearful mortality. Famine, with all its
horror, comes closer and still closer. {PK 124.3}

Yet notwithstanding these evidences of God's power, Israel repented not, nor learned the lesson that God would
have them learn. They did not see that He who created nature controls her laws, and can make of them instruments
of blessing or of destruction. Proudhearted, enamoured of their false worship, they were unwilling to humble
themselves under the mighty hand of God, and they began to cast about for some other cause to which to attribute
their sufferings. {PK 125.1}

Jezebel utterly refused to recognize the drought as a judgment from Jehovah. Unyielding in her determination to
defy the God of heaven, she, with nearly the whole of Israel, united in denouncing Elijah as the cause of all their
misery. Had he not borne testimony against their forms of worship? If only he could be put out of the way, she
argued, the anger of their gods would be appeased, and their troubles would end. {PK 126.1}

Urged on by the queen, Ahab instituted a most diligent search for the hiding place of the prophet. To the
surrounding nations, far and near, he sent messengers to seek for the man whom he hated, yet feared; and in his
anxiety to make the search as thorough as possible, he required of these kingdoms and nations an oath that they
knew nothing of the whereabouts of the prophet. But the search was in vain. The prophet was safe from the malice
of the king whose sins had brought upon the land the denunciation of an offended God. {PK 126.2}

Failing in her efforts against Elijah, Jezebel determined to avenge herself by slaying all the prophets of Jehovah
in Israel. Not one should be left alive. The infuriated woman carried out her purpose in the massacre of many of
God's servants. Not all, however, perished. Obadiah, the governor of Ahab's house, yet faithful to God, "took an
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hundred prophets,"” and at the risk of his own life, "hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water."
1 Kings 18:4. {PK 126.3}

The second year of famine passed, and still the pitiless heavens gave no sign of rain. Drought and famine
continued their devastation throughout the kingdom. Fathers and mothers, powerless to relieve the sufferings of
their children, were forced to see them die. Yet still apostate Israel refused to humble their hearts before God and
continued to murmur against the man by whose word these terrible judgments had been brought upon them. They
seemed unable to discern in their suffering and distress a call to repentance, a divine interposition to save them
from taking the fatal step beyond the boundary of Heaven's forgiveness. {PK 127.1}

The apostasy of Israel was an evil more dreadful than all the multiplied horrors of famine. God was seeking to
free the people from their delusion and lead them to understand their accountability to the One to whom they owed
their life and all things. He was trying to help them to recover their lost faith, and He must needs bring upon them
great affliction. {PK 127.2}

"Have | any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not that he should return from
his ways, and live?" "Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a
new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of him that
dies, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye." "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why
will ye die, O house of Israel?" Ezekiel 18:23, 31, 32; 33:11. {PK 127.3}

God had sent messengers to Israel, with appeals to return to their allegiance. Had they heeded these appeals, had
they turned from Baal to the living God, Elijah's message of judgment would never have been given. But the
warnings that might have been a savour of life unto life had proved to them a savour of death unto death. Their
pride had been wounded, their anger had been aroused against the messengers, and now they regarded with intense
hatred the prophet Elijah. If only he should fall into their hands, gladly they would deliver him to Jezebel--as if by
silencing his voice they could stay the fulfillment of his words! In the face of calamity they continued to stand firm
in their idolatry. Thus they were adding to the guilt that had brought the judgments of Heaven upon the land. {PK
127.4}

For stricken Israel there was but one remedy--a turning away from the sins that had brought upon them the
chastening hand of the Almighty, and a turning to the Lord with full purpose of heart. To them had been given the
assurance, "If | shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if | command the locusts to devour the land, or if | send
pestilence among My people; if My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land." 2 Chronicles 7:13, 14. It was to bring to pass this blessed result that God continued to withhold
from them the dew and the rain until a decided reformation should take place. {PK 128.1}

Chap. 10 - The Voice of Stern Rebuke

For a time Elijah remained hidden in the mountains by the brook Cherith. There for many months he was
miraculously provided with food. Later on, when, because of the continued drought, the brook became dry, God
bade His servant find refuge in a heathen land. "Arise," He bade him, "get thee to Zarephath, [known in New
Testament times as Sarepta], which belongs to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, | have commanded a widow woman
there to sustain thee." {PK 129.1}

This woman was not an Israelite. She had never had the privileges and blessings that the chosen people of God
had enjoyed; but she was a believer in the true God and had walked in all the light that was shining on her pathway.
And now, when there was no safety for Elijah in the land of Israel, God sent him to this woman to find an asylum
in her home. {PK 129.2}

"So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was
there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, | pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that | may
drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, | pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine
hand." {PK 129.3}

In this poverty-stricken home the famine pressed sore, and the pitifully meagre fare seemed about to fail. The
coming of Elijah on the very day when the widow feared that she must give up the struggle to sustain life tested to
the utmost her faith in the power of the living God to provide for her necessities. But even in her dire extremity she
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bore witness to her faith by a compliance with the request of the stranger who was asking her to share her last
morsel with him. {PK 130.1}

In response to Elijah’s request for food and drink, the widow said, "As the Lord thy God lives, | have not a cake,
but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, | am gathering two sticks, that | may go in
and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die." Elijah said to her, "Fear not; go and do as thou hast
said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus
saith the Lord of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the
Lord sends rain upon the earth." {PK 130.2}

No greater test of faith than this could have been required. The widow had hitherto treated all strangers with
kindness and liberality. Now, regardless of the suffering that might result to herself and child, and trusting in the
God of Israel to supply her every need, she met this supreme test of hospitality by doing "according to the saying
of Elijah." {PK 130.3}

Wonderful was the hospitality shown to God's prophet by this Phoenician woman, and wonderfully were her
faith and generosity rewarded. "She, and he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which He spake by Elijah. {PK 131.1}

"And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have | to do with thee, O
thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son? {PK 131.2}

"And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft,
where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. . . . And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried
unto the Lord. . .. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he
revived. {PK 131.3}

"And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his
mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son lives. And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this | know that thou art a man
of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." {PK 131.4}

The widow of Zarephath shared her morsel with Elijah, and in return her life and that of her son were preserved.
And to all who, in time of trial and want, give sympathy and assistance to others more needy, God has promised
great blessing. He has not changed. His power is no less now than in the days of Elijah. No less sure now than
when spoken by our Saviour is the promise, "He that receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a
prophet's reward." Matthew 10:41. {PK 131.5}

"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares." Hebrews 13:2.
These words have lost none of their force through the lapse of time. Our heavenly Father still continues to place in
the pathway of His children opportunities that are blessings in disguise; and those who improve these opportunities
find great joy. "If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in
obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: and the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters
fail not." Isaiah 58:10, 11. {PK 132.1}

To His faithful servants today Christ says, "He that receives you receives Me, and he that receives Me receives
Him that sent Me." No act of kindness shown in His name will fail to be recognized and rewarded. And in the same
tender recognition Christ includes even the feeblest and lowliest of the family of God. "Whosoever shall give to
drink," He says, "unto one of these little ones"--those who are as children in their faith and their knowledge of
Christ--"a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his
reward.” Matthew 10:40, 42. {PK 132.2}
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LESSON 2

“THE MESSAGE OF ELIJAH”

October 5 - October 11

? STUDY HELP: v The Faith I Live By, page 290
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EGW Study Help
Sabbath, October 5™, 2024

The Faith | Live By
Chapter 10, p. 290

“A Purified Church”

January 10"
Elijah and the Modern Church

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come
and smite the earth with a curse.

Malachi 4:5-6

The closing words of Malachi are a prophecy regarding the work that should be done preparatory to the first and
the second advent of Christ.

Those who are to prepare the way for the second coming of Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as John
came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ's first advent.

Our message must be as direct as was that of John. He rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding the
peril his life was in, he never allowed truth to languish on his lips. . . .

In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God calls upon His messengers to proclaim His law in the spirit
and power of Elias. As John the Baptist, in preparing a people for Christ's first advent, called their attention to the
Ten Commandments, so we are to give, with no uncertain sound, the message: "Fear God, and give glory to him;
for the hour of his judgment is come." [Revelation 14:7] With the earnestness that characterized Elijah the prophet
and John the Baptist, we are to strive to prepare the way for Christ's second advent.

The hour of God's judgment has come, and upon the members of His church on earth rests the solemn
responsibility of giving warning to those who are standing as it were on the very brink of eternal ruin.

All can do something in the work. None will be pronounced guiltless before God unless they have worked
earnestly and unselfishly for the salvation of souls.

Your duty cannot be shifted upon another. No one but yourself can do your work. If you withhold your light,
someone must be left in darkness through your neglect.

The Lord has a place for everyone in His great plan.
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LESSON 3

“GIVE THEM WARNING FROM ME”

October 12 - October 18

? STUDY HELP: v Acts of the Apostles, pages 9-13
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EGW Study Help
Sabbath, October 12", 2024

Acts of The Apostles
Chapter 1, p. 9-13

“God's Purpose for His Church”

The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and its mission is
to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that through His church shall be
reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called out
of darkness into His marvellous light, are to show forth His glory. The church is the repository of the riches of the
grace of Christ; and through the church will eventually be made manifest, even to "the principalities and powers in
heavenly places," the final and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10. {AA 9.1}

Many and wonderful are the promises recorded in the Scriptures regarding the church. "Mine house shall be
called an house of prayer for all people." Isaiah 56:7. "I will make them and the places round about My hill a
blessing; and | will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing." "And I will
raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the
shame of the heathen any more. Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that they, even
the house of Israel, are My people, saith the Lord God. And ye My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and |
am your God, saith the Lord God." Ezekiel 34:26, 29-31. {AA 9.2}

"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My servant whom | have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me,
and understand that | am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the
Lord; and beside Me there is no Saviour. | have declared, and have saved, and | have showed, when there was no
strange god among you: therefore ye are My witnesses." "l the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house."
Isaiah 43:10-12; 42:6, 7. {AA 10.1}

"In an acceptable time have | heard thee, and in a day of salvation have | helped thee: and I will preserve thee,
and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou
may say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and
their pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them:
for He that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them. And | will make
all My mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted. .. . {AA 10.2}

"Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath
comforted His people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my
Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of My
hands; thy walls are continually before Me." Isaiah 49:8-16. {AA 11.1}

The church is God's fortress, His city of refuge, which He holds in a revolted world. Any betrayal of the church
is treachery to Him who has bought mankind with the blood of His only-begotten Son. From the beginning, faithful
souls have constituted the church on earth. In every age the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful
testimony to the generation in which they lived. These sentinels gave the message of warning; and when they were
called to lay off their armour, others took up the work. God brought these witnesses into covenant relation with
Himself, uniting the church on earth with the church in heaven. He has sent forth His angels to minister to His
church, and the gates of hell have not been able to prevail against His people. {AA 11.2}

Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained His church. Not one cloud has

fallen upon it that He has not prepared for; not one opposing force has risen to counterwork His work, that He has
not foreseen. All has taken place as He predicted. He has not left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic
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declarations what would occur, and that which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell has been brought about.
All His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is linked with His throne, and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is
inspired and guarded by God; and it will triumph over all opposition. {AA 11.3}

During ages of spiritual darkness the church of God has been as a city set on a hill. From age to age, through
successive generations, the pure doctrines of heaven have been unfolding within its borders. Enfeebled and
defective as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God bestows in a special sense His supreme
regard. It is the theatre of His grace, in which He delights to reveal His power to transform hearts. {AA 12.1}

"Whereunto," asked Christ, ""shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare
it?" Mark 4:30. He could not employ the kingdoms of the world as a similitude. In society He found nothing with
which to compare it. Earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendancy of physical power; but from Christ's kingdom every
carnal weapon, every instrument of coercion, is banished. This kingdom is to uplift and ennoble humanity. God's
church is the court of holy life, filled with varied gifts and endowed with the Holy Spirit. The members are to find
their happiness in the happiness of those whom they help and bless. {AA 12.2}

Wonderful is the work which the Lord designs to accomplish through His church, that His name may be
glorified. A picture of this work is given in Ezekiel's vision of the river of healing: "These waters issue out toward
the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the
waters shall be healed. And it shall come to pass, that everything that lives, which moves, whithersoever the rivers
shall come, shall live: . . . and by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees
for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit
according to his months, because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for
meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine." Ezekiel 47:8-12. {AA 13.1}

From the beginning God has wrought through His people to bring blessing to the world. To the ancient Egyptian
nation God made Joseph a fountain of life. Through the integrity of Joseph the life of that whole people was
preserved. Through Daniel God saved the life of all the wise men of Babylon. And these deliverances are as object
lessons; they illustrate the spiritual blessings offered to the world through connection with the God whom Joseph
and Daniel worshiped. Everyone in whose heart Christ abides, everyone who will show forth His love to the world,
is a worker together with God for the blessing of humanity. As he receives from the Saviour grace to impart to
others, from his whole being flows forth the tide of spiritual life. {AA 13.2}
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Conflict and Courage
Chapter 7, p. 205

July 18"

A Voice in the Wilderness

And Elijah the Tishbite, ... said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom | stand, there shall
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

1 Kings 17:1

Among the mountains of Gilead, east of the Jordan, there dwelt in the days of Ahab a man of faith and prayer
whose fearless ministry was destined to check the rapid spread of apostasy in Israel. Far removed from any city of
renown, and occupying no high station in life, Elijah the Tishbite nevertheless entered upon his mission confident
in God’s purpose to prepare the way before him and to give him abundant success. The word of faith and power
was upon his lips, and his whole life was devoted to the work of reform. His was the voice of one crying in the
wilderness to rebuke sin and press back the tide of evil. And while he came to the people as a reprover of sin, his
message offered the balm of Gilead to the sin-sick souls of all who desired to be healed....

To Elijah was entrusted the mission of delivering to Ahab Heaven’s message of judgment. He did not seek to be
the Lord’s messenger; the word of the Lord came to him. And jealous for the honour of God’s cause, he did not
hesitate to obey the divine summons, though to obey seemed to invite swift destruction at the hand of the wicked
king....

It was only by the exercise of strong faith in the unfailing power of God’s word that Elijah delivered his
message. Had he not possessed implicit confidence in the One whom he served, he would never have appeared
before Ahab. On his way to Samaria, Elijah had passed by ever-flowing streams, hills covered with verdure, and
stately forests that seemed beyond the reach of drought. Everything on which the eye rested was clothed with
beauty. The prophet might have wondered how the streams that had never ceased their flow could become dry, or
how those hills and valleys could be burned with drought. But he gave no place to unbelief. He fully believed that
God would humble apostate Israel, and that through judgments they would be brought to repentance. The fiat of
Heaven had gone forth; God’s word could not fail; and at the peril of his life Elijah fearlessly fulfilled his
commission.

17




—‘—

“Behold, I Will Send You Elijah” 4th Quarter 2024

LESSON 5

“HOW LONG HALT YE BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS™

October 26 - November 1

? STUDY HELPS: v" Conflict & Courage, page 209

18




—‘—

“Behold, I Will Send You Elijah” 4™ Quarter 2024

EGW Study Help
Sabbath, October 26™, 2024

Conflict and Courage
Chapter 7, p. 209

July 22™
God’s Heroes
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.

1 Kings 18:21

Elijah, amid the general apostasy, did not seek to hide the fact that he served the God of heaven. Baal’s prophets
numbered four hundred and fifty, his priests, four hundred, and his worshipers were thousands; yet Elijah did not
try to make it appear that he was on the popular side. He grandly stood alone.... With clear, trumpet-like tones
Elijah addressed the vast multitude: “How long halt ye between two opinions? ...” [1 Kings 18:21] ... Where are the
Elijahs of today?

God would have His honour exalted before men as supreme, and His counsels confirmed in the eyes of the
people. The witness of the prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel gives the example of one who stood wholly for God
and His work in the earth.... “Let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel,” [1 Kings 18:36] he prays, “and
that | am thy servant, and that | have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord,” [1 Kings 18:36] he
pleads, “hear me.” ...

His zeal for God’s glory and his deep love for the house of Israel present lessons for the instruction of all who
stand today as representatives of God’s work in the earth.

Nothing is gained by cowardice or by fearing to let it be known that we are God’s commandment-keeping
people. Hiding our light, as if ashamed of our faith, will result only in disaster. God will leave us to our own
weakness. May the Lord forbid that we should refuse to let our light shine forth in any place to which He may call
us. If we venture to go forth of ourselves, following our own ideas, our own plans, and leave Jesus behind, we need
not expect to gain fortitude, courage, or spiritual strength. God has had moral heroes, and He has them now,—
those who are not ashamed of being His peculiar people. Their wills and plans are all subordinate to the law of
God. The love of Jesus has led them not to count their lives dear unto themselves. Their work has been to catch the

light from the word of God and to let it shine forth in clear, steady rays to the world. “Fidelity to God” is their
motto.

19




—‘—

“Behold, I Will Send You Elijah” 4th Quarter 2024

LESSON 6

“WHAT DOEST THOU HERE?”

November 2 - November 8

? STUDY HELPS: v Prophets & Kings, pages 160-175
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Prophets and Kings
Chapters 12-13, p. 160-175

“From Jezreel to Horeb” and “What Doest Thou Here?”

Elijah should not have fled from his post of duty. He should have met the threat of Jezebel with an appeal for
protection to the One who had commissioned him to vindicate the honour of Jehovah. He should have told the
messenger that the God in whom he trusted would protect him against the hatred of the queen. Only a few hours
had passed since he had witnessed a wonderful manifestation of divine power, and this should have given him
assurance that he would not now be forsaken. Had he remained where he was, had he made God his refuge and
strength, standing steadfast for the truth, he would have been shielded from harm. The Lord would have given him
another signal victory by sending His judgments on Jezebel; and the impression made on the king and the people
would have wrought a great reformation.

Elijah had expected much from the miracle wrought on Carmel. He had hoped that after this display of God’s
power, Jezebel would no longer have influence over the mind of Ahab, and that there would be a speedy reform
throughout Israel. All day on Carmel’s height he had toiled without food. Yet when he guided the chariot of Ahab
to the gate of Jezreel, his courage was strong, despite the physical strain under which he had laboured.

But a reaction such as frequently follows high faith and glorious success was pressing upon Elijah. He feared
that the reformation begun on Carmel might not be lasting; and depression seized him. He had been exalted to
Pisgah’s top; now he was in the valley. While under the inspiration of the Almighty, he had stood the severest trial
of faith; but in this time of discouragement, with Jezebel’s threat sounding in his ears, and Satan still apparently
prevailing through the plotting of this wicked woman, he lost his hold on God. He had been exalted above measure,
and the reaction was tremendous. Forgetting God, Elijah fled on and on, until he found himself in a dreary waste,
alone. Utterly wearied, he sat down to rest under a juniper tree. And sitting there, he requested for himself that he
might die. “It is enough; now, O Lord,” he said, “take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.” A
fugitive, far from the dwelling places of men, his spirits crushed by bitter disappointment, he desired never again to
look upon the face of man. At last, utterly exhausted, he fell asleep.

Into the experience of all there come times of keen disappointment and utter discouragement—days when
sorrow is the portion, and it is hard to believe that God is still the kind benefactor of His earthborn children; days
when troubles harass the soul, till death seems preferable to life. It is then that many lose their hold on God and are
brought into the slavery of doubt, the bondage of unbelief. Could we at such times discern with spiritual insight the
meaning of God’s providences we should see angels seeking to save us from ourselves, striving to plant our feet
upon a foundation more firm than the everlasting hills, and new faith, new life, would spring into being.

The faithful Job, in the day of his affliction and darkness, declared:

“Let the day perish wherein I was born.”

“O that my grief were thoroughly weighed,

And my calamity laid in the balances together!”

“O that I might have my request;

And that God would grant me the thing that | long for!
Even that it would please God to destroy me;

That He would let loose His hand, and cut me off!
Then should I yet have comfort.”

“I will not refrain my mouth;

I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.”
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“My soul chooses ... death rather than my life.
I loathe it;

I would not live always:

Let me alone;

For my days are vanity.”

[Job 3:3; Job 6:2; Job 8-10; Job 7:11, 15, 16]

But though weary of life, Job was not allowed to die. To him were pointed out the possibilities of the future, and
there was given him the message of hope:

“Thou shalt be steadfast, and shalt not fear:
Because thou shalt forget thy misery,

And remember it as waters that pass away:

And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday;
Thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning.
And thou shalt be secure,

Because there is hope....

Thou shalt lie down,

And none shall make thee afraid;

Yea, many shall make suit unto thee.

But the eyes of the wicked shall fail,

And they shall not escape,

And their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.”

[Job 11:15-20]

From the depths of discouragement and despondency Job rose to the heights of implicit trust in the mercy and
the saving power of God. Triumphantly he declared:

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him: ...

He also shall be my salvation.”

“I know that my Redeemer lives,

And that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
And though after my skin worms destroy this body,
Yet in my flesh shall | see God:

Whom | shall see for myself,

And mine eyes shall behold, and not another.”

[Job 13:15, 16; 19:25-27]

“The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind” (Job 38:1), and revealed to His servant the might of His power.
When Job caught a glimpse of his Creator, he abhorred himself and repented in dust and ashes. Then the Lord was
able to bless him abundantly and to make his last years the best of his life.

Hope and courage are essential to perfect service for God. These are the fruit of faith. Despondency is sinful
and unreasonable. God is able and willing “more abundantly” (Hebrews 6:17) to bestow upon His servants the
strength they need for test and trial. The plans of the enemies of His work may seem to be well laid and firmly
established, but God can overthrow the strongest of these. And this He does in His own time and way, when He
sees that the faith of His servants has been sufficiently tested.

For the disheartened there is a sure remedy—faith, prayer, work. Faith and activity will impart assurance and
satisfaction that will increase day by day. Are you tempted to give way to feelings of anxious foreboding or utter
despondency? In the darkest days, when appearances seem most forbidding, fear not. Have faith in God. He knows
your need. He has all power. His infinite love and compassion never weary. Fear not that He will fail of fulfilling
His promise. He is eternal truth. Never will He change the covenant He has made with those who love Him. And
He will bestow upon His faithful servants the measure of efficiency that their need demands. The apostle Paul has
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testified: “He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness....
Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10.

Did God forsake Elijah in his hour of trial? Oh, no! He loved His servant no less when Elijah felt himself
forsaken of God and man than when, in answer to his prayer, fire flashed from heaven and illuminated the
mountaintop. And now, as Elijah slept, a soft touch and a pleasant voice awoke him. He started up in terror, as if to
flee, fearing that the enemy had discovered him. But the pitying face bending over him was not the face of an
enemy, but of a friend. God had sent an angel from heaven with food for His servant. “Arise and eat,” the angel
said. “And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baked on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head.”

After Elijah had partaken of the refreshment prepared for him, he slept again. A second time the angel came.
Touching the exhausted man, he said with pitying tenderness, “Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for
thee.” “And he arose, and did eat and drink;” and in the strength of that food he was able to journey “forty days and
forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God,” where he found refuge in a cave.

Chapter 13—“What Doest Thou Here?”

This chapter is based on 1 Kings 19:9-18.

Elijah’s retreat on Mount Horeb, though hidden from man, was known to God; and the weary and discouraged
prophet was not left to struggle alone with the powers of darkness that were pressing upon him. At the entrance to
the cave wherein Elijah had taken refuge, God met with him, through a mighty angel sent to inquire into his needs
and to make plain the divine purpose for Israel.

Not until Elijah had learned to trust wholly in God could he complete his work for those who had been seduced
into Baal worship. The signal triumph on the heights of Carmel had opened the way for still greater victories; yet
from the wonderful opportunities opening before him, Elijah had been turned away by the threat of Jezebel. The
man of God must be made to understand the weakness of his present position as compared with the vantage ground
the Lord would have him occupy.

God met His tried servant with the inquiry, What are you doing here, Elijah? | sent you to the brook Cherith and
afterward to the widow of Sarepta. | commissioned you to return to Israel and to stand before the idolatrous priests
on Carmel, and | girded you with strength to guide the chariot of the king to the gate of Jezreel. But who sent you
on this hasty flight into the wilderness? What errand have you here?

In bitterness of soul Elijah mourned out his complaint: “I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for
the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the
sword; and I, even | only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”

Calling upon the prophet to leave the cave, the angel bade him stand before the Lord on the mount, and listen to
His word. “And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces
the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not
in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small
voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the
entering in of the cave.”

Not in mighty manifestations of divine power, but by “a still small voice,” did God choose to reveal Himself to
His servant. He desired to teach Elijah that it is not always the work that makes the greatest demonstration that is
most successful in accomplishing His purpose. While Elijah waited for the revelation of the Lord, a tempest rolled,
the lightnings flashed, and a devouring fire swept by; but God was not in all this. Then there came a still, small
voice, and the prophet covered his head before the presence of the Lord. His petulance was silenced, his spirit
softened and subdued. He now knew that a quiet trust, a firm reliance on God, would ever find for him a present
help in time of need.

It is not always the most learned presentation of God’s truth that convicts and converts the soul. Not by
eloquence or logic are men’s hearts reached, but by the sweet influences of the Holy Spirit, which operate quietly
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yet surely in transforming and developing character. It is the still, small voice of the Spirit of God that has power to
change the heart.

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” the voice inquired; and again the prophet answered, “I have been very
jealous for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine
altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword; and I, even | only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”

The Lord answered Elijah that the wrongdoers in Israel should not go unpunished. Men were to be especially
chosen to fulfill the divine purpose in the punishment of the idolatrous kingdom. There was stern work to be done,
that all might be given opportunity to take their position on the side of the true God. Elijah himself was to return to
Israel, and share with others the burden of bringing about a reformation.

“Go,” the Lord commanded Elijah, “return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou arrive,
anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha
the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him
that escaped the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escaped from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay.”

Elijah had thought that he alone in Israel was a worshiper of the true God. But He who reads the hearts of all
revealed to the prophet that there were many others who, through the long years of apostasy, had remained true to
Him. “T have left Me,” God said, “seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and
every mouth which hath not kissed him.”

From Elijah’s experience during those days of discouragement and apparent defeat there are many lessons to be
drawn, lessons invaluable to the servants of God in this age, marked as it is by general departure from right. The
apostasy prevailing today is similar to that which in the prophet’s day overspread Israel. In the exaltation of the
human above the divine, in the praise of popular leaders, in the worship of mammon, and in the placing of the
teachings of science above the truths of revelation, multitudes today are following after Baal. Doubt and unbelief
are exercising their baleful influence over mind and heart, and many are substituting for the oracles of God the
theories of men. It is publicly taught that we have reached a time when human reason should be exalted above the
teachings of the Word. The law of God, the divine standard of righteousness, is declared to be of no effect. The
enemy of all truth is working with deceptive power to cause men and women to place human institutions where
God should be, and to forget that which was ordained for the happiness and salvation of mankind.

Yet this apostasy, widespread as it has come to be, is not universal. Not all in the world are lawless and sinful;
not all have taken sides with the enemy. God has many thousands who have not bowed the knee to Baal, many who
long to understand more fully in regard to Christ and the law, many who are hoping against hope that Jesus will
come soon to end the reign of sin and death. And there are many who have been worshiping Baal ignorantly, but
with whom the Spirit of God is still striving.

These need the personal help of those who have learned to know God and the power of His word. In such a time
as this, every child of God should be actively engaged in helping others. As those who have an understanding of
Bible truth try to seek out the men and women who are longing for light, angels of God will attend them. And
where angels go, none need fear to move forward. As a result of the faithful efforts of consecrated workers, many
will be turned from idolatry to the worship of the living God. Many will cease to pay homage to man-made
institutions and will take their stand fearlessly on the side of God and His law.

Much depends on the unceasing activity of those who are true and loyal, and for this reason Satan puts forth
every possible effort to thwart the divine purpose to be wrought out through the obedient. He causes some to lose
sight of their high and holy mission, and to become satisfied with the pleasures of this life. He leads them to settle
down at ease, or, for the sake of greater worldly advantages, to remove from places where they might be a power
for good. Others he causes to flee in discouragement from duty, because of opposition or persecution. But all such
are regarded by Heaven with tenderest pity. To every child of God whose voice the enemy of souls had succeeded
in silencing, the question is addressed, “What are you doing here?”” I commissioned you to go into all the world and
preach the gospel, to prepare a people for the day of God. Why are you here? Who sent you?

The joy set before Christ, the joy that sustained Him through sacrifice and suffering, was the joy of seeing
sinners saved. This should be the joy of every follower of His, the spur to his ambition. Those who realize, even in
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a limited degree, what redemption means to them and to their fellow men, will comprehend in some measure the
vast needs of humanity. Their hearts will be moved to compassion as they see the moral and spiritual destitution of
thousands who are under the shadow of a terrible doom, in comparison with which physical suffering fades into
nothingness.

Of families, as of individuals, the question is asked, “What are you doing here?”” In many churches there are
families well instructed in the truths of God’s word, who might widen the sphere of their influence by moving to
places in need of the ministry they are capable of giving. God calls for Christian families to go into the dark places
of the earth and work wisely and perseveringly for those who are enshrouded in spiritual gloom. To answer this
call requires self-sacrifice. While many are waiting to have every obstacle removed, souls are dying, without hope
and without God. For the sake of worldly advantage, for the sake of acquiring scientific knowledge, men are
willing to venture into pestilential regions and to endure hardship and privation. Where are those who are willing to
do as much for the sake of telling others of the Saviour?

If, under trying circumstances, men of spiritual power, pressed beyond measure, become discouraged and
desponding, if at times they see nothing desirable in life, that they should choose it, this is nothing strange or new.
Let all such remember that one of the mightiest of the prophets fled for his life before the rage of an infuriated
woman. A fugitive, weary and travel-worn, bitter disappointment crushing his spirits, he asked that he might die.
But it was when hope was gone and his lifework seemed threatened with defeat, that he learned one of the most
precious lessons of his life. In the hour of his greatest weakness he learned the need and the possibility of trusting
God under circumstances the most forbidding.

Those who, while spending their life energies in self-sacrificing labour, are tempted to give way to despondency
and distrust, may gather courage from the experience of Elijah. God’s watchful care, His love, His power, are
especially manifest in behalf of His servants whose zeal is misunderstood or unappreciated, whose counsels and
reproofs are slighted, and whose efforts toward reform are repaid with hatred and opposition.

It is at the time of greatest weakness that Satan assails the soul with the fiercest temptations. It was thus that he
hoped to prevail over the Son of God; for by this policy he had gained many victories over man. When the will
power weakened and faith failed, then those who had stood long and valiantly for the right yielded to temptation.
Moses, wearied with forty years of wandering and unbelief, lost for a moment his hold on Infinite Power. He failed
just on the borders of the Promised Land. So with Elijah. He who had maintained his trust in Jehovah during the
years of drought and famine, he who had stood undaunted before Ahab, he who throughout that trying day on
Carmel had stood before the whole nation of Israel the sole witness to the true God, in a moment of weariness
allowed the fear of death to overcome his faith in God.

And so it is today. When we are encompassed with doubt, perplexed by circumstances, or afflicted by poverty
or distress, Satan seeks to shake our confidence in Jehovah. It is then that he arrays before us our mistakes and
tempts us to distrust God, to question His love. He hopes to discourage the soul and break our hold on God.

Those who, standing in the forefront of the conflict, are impelled by the Holy Spirit to do a special work, will
frequently feel a reaction when the pressure is removed. Despondency may shake the most heroic faith and weaken
the most steadfast will. But God understands, and He still pities and loves. He reads the motives and the purposes
of the heart. To wait patiently, to trust when everything looks dark, is the lesson that the leaders in God’s work
need to learn. Heaven will not fail them in their day of adversity. Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really
more invincible, than the soul that feels its nothingness and relies wholly on God.

Not alone for men in positions of large responsibility is the lesson of Elijah’s experience in learning anew how
to trust God in the hour of trial. He who was Elijah’s strength is strong to uphold every struggling child of His, no
matter how weak. Of everyone He expects loyalty, and to everyone He grants power according to the need. In his
own strength man is strengthless; but in the might of God he may be strong to overcome evil and to help others to
overcome. Satan can never gain advantage of him who makes God his defense. “Surely, shall one say, in the Lord
have I righteousness and strength.” Isaiah 45:24.

Fellow Christian, Satan knows your weakness; therefore cling to Jesus. Abiding in God’s love, you may stand

every test. The righteousness of Christ alone can give you power to stem the tide of evil that is sweeping over the
world. Bring faith into your experience. Faith lightens every burden, relieves every weariness. Providences that are
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now mysterious you may solve by continued trust in God. Walk by faith in the path He marks out. Trials will
come, but go forward. This will strengthen your faith and fit you for service. The records of sacred history are
written, not merely that we may read and wonder, but that the same faith which wrought in God’s servants of old
may work in us. In no less marked manner will the Lord work now, wherever there are hearts of faith to be
channels of His power.

To us, as to Peter, the word is spoken, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” Luke 22:31, 32. Christ will never abandon those for whom He has died. We
may leave Him and be overwhelmed with temptation, but Christ can never turn from one for whom He has paid the
ransom of His own life. Could our spiritual vision be quickened, we should see souls bowed under oppression and
burdened with grief, pressed as a cart beneath sheaves, and ready to die in discouragement. We should see angels
flying quickly to the aid of these tempted ones, forcing back the hosts of evil that encompass them, and placing
their feet on the sure foundation. The battles waging between the two armies are as real as those fought by the
armies of this world, and on the issue of the spiritual conflict eternal destinies depend.

In the vision of the prophet Ezekiel there was the appearance of a hand beneath the wings of the cherubim. This
is to teach God’s servants that it is divine power that gives success. Those whom God employs as His messengers
are not to feel that His work is dependent on them. Finite beings are not left to carry this burden of responsibility.
He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, will carry forward His
work. He will thwart the purposes of wicked men and will bring to confusion the counsels of those who plot
mischief against His people. He who is the King, the Lord of hosts, sits between the cherubim, and amidst the strife
and tumult of nations He guards His children still. When the strongholds of kings shall be overthrown, when the
arrows of wrath shall strike through the hearts of His enemies, His people will be safe in His hands.
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LESSON 7

“TO HEARKEN TO THE WORDS
OF MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS”

November 9 - November 15

? STUDY HELPS : v" Prophets & Kings, pages 204-216
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Prophets and Kings
Chapter 16, p. 204-216

“The Fall of the House of Ahab”

The evil influence that Jezebel had exercised from the first over Ahab continued during the later years of his life
and bore fruit in deeds of shame and violence such as have seldom been equalled in sacred history. "There was
none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife
stirred up."

Naturally of a covetous disposition, Ahab, strengthened and sustained in wrongdoing by Jezebel, had followed
the dictates of his evil heart until he was fully controlled by the spirit of selfishness. He could brook no refusal of
his wishes; the things he desired he felt should by right be his.

This dominant trait in Ahab, which influenced so disastrously the fortunes of the kingdom under his successors,
is revealed in an incident which took place while Elijah was still a prophet in Israel. Hard by the palace of the king
was a vineyard belonging to Naboth, a Jezreelite. Ahab set his heart on possessing this vineyard, and he proposed
to buy it or else to give in exchange for it another piece of land. "Give me thy vineyard," he said to Naboth, "that |
may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and | will give thee for it a better vineyard than
it; or, if it seem good to thee, | will give thee the worth of it in money."

Naboth valued his vineyard highly because it had belonged to his fathers, and he refused to part with it. "The
Lord forbid it me," he said to Ahab, "that | should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee." According to the
Levitical code no land could be transferred permanently by sale or exchange; every one of the children of Israel
must "keep himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers." Numbers 36:7.

Naboth's refusal made the selfish monarch ill. "Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the
word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him. . .. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his
face, and would eat no bread."

Jezebel soon learned the particulars, and, indignant that anyone should refuse the request of the king, she
assured Ahab that he need no longer be sad. "Do thou now govern the kingdom of Israel?" she said. "Arise, and eat
bread, and let thine heart be merry: | will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."

Ahab cared not by what means his wife might accomplish the desired object, and Jezebel immediately
proceeded to carry out her wicked purpose. She wrote letters in the name of the king, sealed them with his signet,
and sent them to the elders and nobles of the city where Naboth dwelt, saying: "Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on
high among the people: and set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die."”

The command was obeyed. "The men of his city, even the elders and the nobles, . . . did as Jezebel had . . .
written in the letters which she had sent unto them." Then Jezebel went to the king and bade him arise and take the
vineyard. And Ahab, heedless of the consequences, blindly followed her counsel and went down to take possession
of the coveted property.

The king was not allowed to enjoy unrebuked that which he had gained by fraud and bloodshed. *The word of
the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria:
behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it. And thou shalt speak unto him,
saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession?" And the Lord further instructed Elijah to
pronounce upon Ahab a terrible judgment.

The prophet hastened to carry out the divine command. The guilty ruler, meeting the stern messenger of
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Jehovah face to face in the vineyard, gave voice to his startled fear in the words, "Hast thou found me, O mine
enemy?"

Without hesitation the messenger of the Lord replied, "I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work
evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, | will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity." No mercy was to
be shown. The house of Ahab was to be utterly destroyed, "like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like
the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah," the Lord declared through His servant, "for the provocation wherewith
thou hast provoked Me to anger, and made Israel to sin."

And of Jezebel the Lord declared, "The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him that dies of Ahab in
the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dies in the field shall the fowls of the air eat."”

When the king heard this fearful message, "he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and
lay in sackcloth, and went softly.

"And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, See thou how Ahab humbles himself before Me?
because he humbles himself before Me, | will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son's days will | bring the
evil upon his house."

It was less than three years later that King Ahab met his death at the hands of the Syrians. Ahaziah, his
successor, "did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and
in the way of Jeroboam." "He served Baal, and worshiped him, and provoked to anger the Lord God of Israel," as
his father Ahab had done. 1 Kings 22:52, 53. But judgments followed close upon the sins of the rebellious king. A
disastrous war with Moab, and then an accident by which his own life was threatened, attested to God's wrath
against him.

Having fallen "through a lattice in his upper chamber," Ahaziah, seriously injured, and fearful of the possible
outcome, sent some of his servants to make inquiry of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, whether he should recover or
not. The god of Ekron was supposed to give information, through the medium of its priests, concerning future
events. Large numbers of people went to inquire of it; but the predictions there uttered, and the information given,
proceeded from the prince of darkness.

Ahaziah's servants were met by a man of God, who directed them to return to the king with the message: "Is it
because there is no God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith
Jehovah, Thou shalt not come down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die." Having delivered
his message, the prophet departed.

The astonished servants hastened back to the king, and repeated to him the words of the man of God. The king
inquired, "What manner of man was he?" They answered, "He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather
about his loins." "It is Elijah the Tishbite," Ahaziah exclaimed. He knew that if the stranger whom his messengers
had met was indeed Elijah, the words of doom pronounced would surely come to pass. Anxious to avert, if
possible, the threatened judgment, he determined to send for the prophet.

Twice Ahaziah sent a company of soldiers to intimidate the prophet, and twice the wrath of God fell upon them
in judgment. The third company of soldiers humbled themselves before God; and their captain, as he approached
the Lord's messenger, "fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, | pray
thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight.”

"The angel of Jehovah said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he arose, and went down
with him unto the king. And he said unto him, Thus saith Jehovah, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to
inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His word? therefore
thou shalt not come down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die."

During the father's reign, Ahaziah had witnessed the wondrous works of the Most High. He had seen the terrible
evidences that God had given apostate Israel of the way in which He regards those who set aside the binding claims
of His law. Ahaziah had acted as if these awful realities were but idle tales. Instead of humbling his heart before
the Lord, he had followed after Baal, and at last he had ventured upon this, his most daring act of impiety.
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Rebellious, and unwilling to repent, Ahaziah died, "according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken."

The history of King Ahaziah's sin and its punishment has in it a warning which none can disregard with
impunity. Men today may not pay homage to heathen gods, yet thousands are worshiping at Satan's shrine as verily
as did the king of Israel. The spirit of idolatry is rife in the world today, although, under the influence of science
and education, it has assumed forms more refined and attractive than in the days when Ahaziah sought to the god
of Ekron. Every day adds its sorrowful evidence that faith in the sure word of prophecy is decreasing, and that in
its stead superstition and satanic witchery are captivating the minds of many.

Today the mysteries of heathen worship are replaced by the secret association and séances, the obscurities and
wonders, of spiritistic mediums. The disclosures of these mediums are eagerly received by thousands who refuse to
accept light from God's word or through His Spirit. Believers in spiritism may speak with scorn of the magicians of
old, but the great deceiver laughs in triumph as they yield to his arts under a different form.

There are many who shrink with horror from the thought of consulting spirit mediums, but who are attracted by
more pleasing forms of spiritism. Others are led astray by the teachings of Christian Science, and by the mysticism
of Theosophy and other Oriental religions.

The apostles of nearly all forms of spiritism claim to have power to heal. They attribute this power to electricity,
magnetism, the so-called "sympathetic remedies,"” or to latent forces within the mind of man. And there are not a
few, even in this Christian age, who go to these healers, instead of trusting in the power of the living God and the
skill of well-qualified physicians. The mother, watching by the sickbed of her child, exclaims, "I can do no more. Is
there no physician who has power to restore my child?" She is told of the wonderful cures performed by some
clairvoyant or magnetic healer, and she trusts her dear one to his charge, placing it as verily in the hand of Satan as
if he were standing by her side. In many instances the future life of the child is controlled by a satanic power which
it seems impossible to break.

God had cause for displeasure at Ahaziah's impiety. What had He not done to win the hearts of the people of
Israel and to inspire them with confidence in Himself? For ages He had been giving His people manifestations of
unexampled kindness and love. From the beginning He had shown that His "delights were with the sons of men."
Proverbs 8:31. He had been a very present help to all who sought Him in sincerity. Yet now the king of Israel,
turning from God to ask help of the worst enemy of his people, proclaimed to the heathen that he had more
confidence in their idols than in the God of heaven. In the same manner do men and women dishonour Him when
they turn from the Source of strength and wisdom to ask help or counsel from the powers of darkness. If God's
wrath was kindled by Ahaziah's act, how does He regard those who, having still greater light, choose to follow a
similar course?

Those who give themselves up to the sorcery of Satan, may boast of great benefit received; but does this prove
their course to be wise or safe? What if life should be prolonged? What if temporal gain should be secured? Will it
pay in the end to have disregarded the will of God? All such apparent gain will prove at last an irrecoverable loss.
We cannot with impunity break down a single barrier which God has erected to guard His people from Satan's
power.

As Ahaziah had no son, he was succeeded by Jehoram, his brother, who reigned over the ten tribes for twelve
years. Throughout these years his mother, Jezebel, was still living, and she continued to exercise her evil influence
over the affairs of the nation. Idolatrous customs were still practiced by many of the people. Jehoram himself
"wrought evil in the sight of the Lord; but not like his father, and like his mother: for he put away the image of
Baal that his father had made. Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jereboam the son of Nebat, which made
Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom.” 2 Kings 3:2, 3.

It was during Jehoram's reign over Israel that Jehoshaphat died, and Jehoshaphat's son, also named Jehoram,
ascended the throne of the kingdom of Judah. By his marriage with the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, Jehoram of
Judah was closely connected with the king of Israel; and in his reign he followed after Baal, "like as did the house
of Ahab." "Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to
commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto.” 2 Chronicles 21:6, 11.

The king of Judah was not permitted to continue his terrible apostasy unreproved. The prophet Elijah had not
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yet been translated, and he could not remain silent while the kingdom of Judah was pursuing the same course that
had brought the northern kingdom to the verge of ruin. The prophet sent to Jehoram of Judah a written
communication, in which the wicked king read the awful words:

"Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy
father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, but hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain
thy brethren of thy father's house, which were better than thyself: behold, with a great plague will the Lord smite
thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy goods: and thou shalt have great sickness."

In fulfillment of this prophecy "the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the
Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians: and they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and carried away all the
substance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that there was never a son left
him, save Jehoahaz [Ahaziah, Azariah], the youngest of his sons.

"And after all this the Lord smote him in his bowels with an incurable disease. And it came to pass, that in
process of time, after the end of two years, . . . he died of sore diseases.” "And Ahaziah [Jehoahaz] his son reigned
in his stead." Verses 12-19; 2 Kings 8:24.

Jehoram the son of Ahab was still reigning in the kingdom of Israel when his nephew, Ahaziah, came to the
throne of Judah. Ahaziah ruled only one year, and during this time, influenced by his mother, Athaliah, "his
counsellor to do wickedly," "he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the Lord." 2
Chronicles 22:3, 4; 2 Kings 8:27. Jezebel, his grandmother, was still living, and he allied himself boldly with
Jehoram of Israel, his uncle.

Ahaziah of Judah soon met a tragic end. The surviving members of the house of Ahab were indeed "his
counsellors after the death of his father to his destruction.” 2 Chronicles 22:3, 4. While Ahaziah was visiting his
uncle at Jezreel, the prophet Elisha was divinely directed to send one of the sons of the prophets to Ramoth-gilead
to anoint Jehu king of Israel. The combined forces of Judah and Israel were at that time engaged in a military
campaign against the Syrians of Ramoth-gilead. Jehoram had been wounded in battle, and had returned to Jezreel,
leaving Jehu in charge of the royal armies.

In anointing Jehu, the messenger of Elisha declared, "'l have anointed thee king over the people of the Lord,
even over Israel." And then he solemnly charged Jehu with a special commission from heaven. "Thou shalt smite
the house of Ahab thy master,"” the Lord declared through His messenger, "that | may avenge the blood of My
servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of
Ahab shall perish.” 2 Kings 9:6-8.

After he had been proclaimed king by the army, Jehu hastened to Jezreel, where he began his work of execution
on those who had deliberately chosen to continue in sin and to lead others into sin. Jehoram of Israel, Ahaziah of
Judah, and Jezebel the queen mother, with "all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men,
and his kinsfolks, and his priests," were slain. "All the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests"
dwelling at the center of Baal worship near Samaria, were put to the sword. The idolatrous images were broken
down and burned, and the temple of Baal was laid in ruins. "Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.” 2 Kings
10:11, 19, 28.

Tidings of this general execution reached Athaliah, Jezebel's daughter, who still occupied a commanding
position in the kingdom of Judah. When she saw that her son, the king of Judah, was dead, "she arose and
destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah."” In this massacre all the descendants of David who were eligible
to the throne were destroyed, save one, a babe named Joash, whom the wife of Jehoiada the high priest hid within
the precincts of the temple. For six years the child remained hidden, while "Athaliah reigned over the land." 2
Chronicles 22:10, 12.

At the end of this time, “the Levites and all Judah” (2 Chronicles 23:8) united with Jehoiada the high priest in
crowning and anointing the child Joash and acclaiming him their king. *And they clapped their hands, and said,
God save the king." 2 Kings 11:12.
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"Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came to the people into
the house of the Lord." 2 Chronicles 23:12. "And when she looked, behold, the king stood by a pillar, as the
manner was, and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with
trumpets."

"Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, Treason, Treason." 2 Kings 11:14. But Jehoiada commanded the officers
to lay hold of Athaliah and all her followers and lead them out of the temple to a place of execution, where they
were to be slain.

Thus perished the last member of the house of Ahab. The terrible evil that had been wrought through his
alliance with Jezebel, continued till the last of his descendants was destroyed. Even in the land of Judah, where the
worship of the true God had never been formally set aside, Athaliah had succeeded in seducing many. Immediately
after the execution of the impenitent queen "all the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and broke it
down; his altars and his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the
altars.” Verse 18.

A reformation followed. Those who took part in acclaiming Joash king, had solemnly covenanted "that they
should be the Lord's people." And now that the evil influence of the daughter of Jezebel had been removed from
the kingdom of Judah, and the priests of Baal had been slain and their temple destroyed, "all the people of the land
rejoiced: and the city was quiet." 2 Chronicles 23:16, 21.
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“BEHOLD, | SEND YOU ELIJAH"

November 16 - November 22

? STUDY HELPS: v Conflict & Courage, page 272
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Conflict and Courage
Chapter 9, p. 272

September 23"

A Straight Message
Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.
Amos 4:12, last part.

John the Baptist in his desert life was taught of God. He studied the revelations of God in nature. Under the
guiding of the divine Spirit, he studied the scrolls of the prophets. By day and by night, Christ was his study, his
meditation, until mind and heart and soul were filled with the glorious vision. He looked upon the King in His
beauty, and self was lost sight of. He beheld the majesty of holiness, and knew himself to be inefficient and
unworthy. It was God’s message that he was to declare. It was in God’s power and His righteousness that he was to
stand. He was ready to go forth as Heaven’s messenger, unawed by the human, because he had looked upon the
Divine....

With no elaborate arguments or fine-spun theories did John declare his message. Startling and stern, yet full of
hope, his voice was heard from the wilderness, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ... Unlearned
peasants and fishermen from the surrounding country; the Roman soldiers from the barracks of Herod; chieftains
with their swords at their sides, ready to put down anything that might savour of rebellion; the avaricious tax-
gatherers from their toll-booths; and from the Sanhedrim the phylactered priests,—all listened as if spellbound; and
all ... went away ... cut to the heart with a sense of their sins....

In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, such a work as that of John is to be
done. God calls for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord.... As a people who believe
in Christ’s soon coming, we have a message to bear,—“prepare to meet thy God.” Our message must be as direct
as was the message of John. He rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding that his life was imperilled, he
did not hesitate to declare God’s word. And our work in this age must be done as faithfully.

In order to give such a message as John gave, we must have a spiritual experience like his. The same work must
be wrought in us. We must behold God, and in beholding Him, lose sight of self.
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“PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD”

November 23 - November 29

? STUDY HELPS: v Conflict & Courage, page 272
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Conflict and Courage
Chapter 9, p. 272

September 23"

A Straight Message
Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.
Amos 4:12, last part.

John the Baptist in his desert life was taught of God. He studied the revelations of God in nature. Under the
guiding of the divine Spirit, he studied the scrolls of the prophets. By day and by night, Christ was his study, his
meditation, until mind and heart and soul were filled with the glorious vision. He looked upon the King in His
beauty, and self was lost sight of. He beheld the majesty of holiness, and knew himself to be inefficient and
unworthy. It was God’s message that he was to declare. It was in God’s power and His righteousness that he was to
stand. He was ready to go forth as Heaven’s messenger, unawed by the human, because he had looked upon the
Divine....

With no elaborate arguments or fine-spun theories did John declare his message. Startling and stern, yet full of
hope, his voice was heard from the wilderness, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ... Unlearned
peasants and fishermen from the surrounding country; the Roman soldiers from the barracks of Herod; chieftains
with their swords at their sides, ready to put down anything that might savour of rebellion; the avaricious tax-
gatherers from their toll-booths; and from the Sanhedrim the phylactered priests,—all listened as if spellbound; and
all ... went away ... cut to the heart with a sense of their sins....

In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, such a work as that of John is to be
done. God calls for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord.... As a people who believe
in Christ’s soon coming, we have a message to bear,—“prepare to meet thy God.” Our message must be as direct
as was the message of John. He rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding that his life was imperilled, he
did not hesitate to declare God’s word. And our work in this age must be done as faithfully.

In order to give such a message as John gave, we must have a spiritual experience like his. The same work must
be wrought in us. We must behold God, and in beholding Him, lose sight of self.

36




—‘—

“Behold, I Will Send You Elijah” 4th Quarter 2024

LESSON 10

“THE COMING OF THE GREAT AND DREADFUL DAY”

November 30 - December 6

? STUDY HELPS : v" Testimonies for the Church, Volume 8, pages 331-334
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Testimonies for The Church
Volume 8, Section 5, p. 331-334

“The Essential Knowledge”

The Experience of Enoch

"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God." Matthew 5:8. For three hundred years Enoch had been
seeking purity of heart, that he might be in harmony with heaven. For three centuries he had walked with God. Day
by day he had longed for a closer union; nearer and nearer had grown the communion, until God took him to
Himself. He had stood at the threshold of the eternal world, only a step between him and the land of the blest; and
now the portals opened, the walk with God, so long pursued on earth, continued, and he passed through the gates of
the holy city, the first from among men to enter there.

"By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; . . . for before his translation he had this testimony,
that he pleased God." Hebrews 11:5.

"To such communion God is calling us. As was Enoch's must be their holiness of character who shall be
redeemed from among men at the Lord's second coming.

Experience of John the Baptist

John the Baptist in his desert life was taught of God. He studied the revelations of God in nature. Under the
guiding of the Divine Spirit, he studied the scrolls of the prophets. By day and by night, Christ was his study, his
meditation, until mind and heart and soul were filled with the glorious vision.

He looked upon the King in His beauty, and self was lost sight of. He beheld the majesty of holiness and knew
himself to be inefficient and unworthy. It was God's message that he was to declare. It was in God's power and His
righteousness that he was to stand. He was ready to go forth as Heaven's messenger, unawed by the human,
because he had looked upon the Divine. He could stand fearless in the presence of earthly monarchs because with
trembling he had bowed before the King of kings.

With no elaborate arguments or finespun theories did John declare his message. Startling and stern, yet full of
hope, his voice was heard from the wilderness: "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2.
With a new, strange power it moved the people. The whole nation was stirred. Multitudes flocked to the
wilderness.

Unlearned peasants and fishermen from the surrounding country; the Roman soldiers from the barracks of
Herod; chieftains with their swords at their sides, ready to put down anything that might savour of rebellion; the
avaricious tax gatherers from their toll booths; and from the Sanhedrin the phylacteried priests--all listened as if
spellbound; and all, even the Pharisee, and the Sadducee, the cold, unimpressible scoffer, went away with the sneer
silenced and cut to the heart with a sense of their sins. Herod in his palace heard the message, and the proud, sin-
hardened ruler trembled at the call to repentance.

In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, such a work as that of John is to be
done. God calls for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord. The message preceding the
public ministry of Christ was: "Repent, publicans and sinners; repent, Pharisees and Sadducees; 'repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.' " As a people who believe in Christ's soon appearing, we have a message to bear--
"Prepare to meet thy God." Amos 4:12. Our message must be as direct as was the message of John. He rebuked
kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding that his life was imperilled, he did not hesitate to declare God's word. And
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our work in this age must be done as faithfully.

In order to give such a message as John gave, we must have a spiritual experience like his. The same work must
be wrought in us. We must behold God, and in beholding Him lose sight of self.

John had by nature the faults and weaknesses common to humanity; but the touch of divine love had
transformed him. When, after Christ's ministry began, the disciples of John came to him with the complaint that all
men were following the new Teacher, John showed how clearly he understood his relation to the Messiah, and how
gladly he welcomed the One for whom he had prepared the way.

"A man can receive nothing," he said, "except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that
I said, I am not the Christ, but that | am sent before Him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of
the bridegroom, which stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy
therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but | must decrease.” John 3:27-30.

Looking in faith to the Redeemer, John had risen to the height of self-abnegation. He sought not to attract men
to himself, but to lift their thoughts higher and still higher, until they should rest upon the Lamb of God. He himself
had been only a voice, a cry in the wilderness. Now with joy he accepted silence and obscurity, that the eyes of all
might be turned to the Light of life.

Those who are true to their calling as messengers for God will not seek honour for themselves. Love for self
will be swallowed up in love for Christ. They will recognize that it is their work to proclaim, as did John the
Baptist: "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. They will lift up Jesus, and
with Him humanity will be lifted up. "Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy;
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." Isaiah 57:15.

The soul of the prophet, emptied of self, was filled with the light of the Divine. In words that were almost a
counterpart of the words of Christ Himself, he bore witness to the Saviour's glory. "He that cometh from above," he
said, "is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaks of the earth: He that cometh from heaven is above
all. ... For He whom God hath sent speaks the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him."
John 3:31-34.

In this glory of Christ all His followers are to share. The Saviour could say: "I seek not Mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent Me." John 5:30." And," declared John, "the Father giveth not the Spirit by
measure unto Him." So with the followers of Christ. We can receive of heaven's light only as we are willing to be
emptied of self. We can discern the character of God, and accept Christ by faith, only as we consent to the bringing
into captivity of every thought to the obedience of Christ. To all who do this, the Holy Spirit is given without
measure. In Christ "dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him." Colossians 2:9,
10.

39




—‘—

“Behold, I Will Send You Elijah” 4th Quarter 2024

LESSON 11

“BABYLON IS FALLEN”"

December 7 - December 13

? STUDY HELPS: v The Faith | Live By, page 285

40




ﬁ

“Behold, I Will Send You Elijah” 4™ Quarter 2024

EGW Study Help
Sabbath, December 7™, 2024

The Faith | Live By
Chapter 10, p. 285

“A Purified Church”
October 6™

A Movement Fulfilling Prophecy

Babylon Is Fallen

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

Revelation 14:8

The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer of 1844, and it then had a more
direct application to the churches of the United States, where the warning of the judgment had been most widely
proclaimed and most generally rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the
message of the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then experienced a moral
fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the Advent message; but that fall was not complete. As they have
continued to reject the special truths for this time, they have fallen lower and lower. Not yet, however, can it be
said that “Babylon is fallen, ... because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” She
has not yet made all nations do this.... The work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmination.

The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work “with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;” and they that “received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved,” will be left to receive “strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-
11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished
throughout Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect
fulfillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future.

Notwithstanding the spiritual darkness and alienation from God that exist in the churches which constitute

Babylon, the great body of Christ’s true followers are still to be found in their communion. There are many of these
who have never seen the special truths for this time.
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The Third Angel's Message
[SEE APPENDIX.]

As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He passed into the holiest, and stood before the ark
containing the law of God, He sent another mighty angel with a third message to the world. A parchment was
placed in the angel's hand, and as he descended to the earth in power and majesty, he proclaimed a fearful warning,
with the most terrible threatening ever borne to man. This message was designed to put the children of God upon
their guard, by showing them the hour of temptation and anguish that was before them. Said the angel, "They will
be brought into close combat with the beast and his image. Their only hope of eternal life is to remain steadfast.
Although their lives are at stake, they must hold fast the truth." The third angel closes his message thus: "Here is
the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." As he
repeated these words, he pointed to the heavenly sanctuary. The minds of all who embrace this message are
directed to the most holy place, where Jesus stands before the ark, making His final intercession for all those for
whom mercy still lingers and for those who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is made for the
righteous dead as well as for the righteous living. It includes all who died trusting in Christ, but who, not having
received the light upon God's commandments, had sinned ignorantly in transgressing its precepts.

After Jesus opened the door of the most holy, the light of the Sabbath was seen, and the people of God were
tested, as the children of Israel were tested anciently, to see if they would keep God's law. | saw the third angel
pointing upward, showing the disappointed ones the way to the holiest of the heavenly sanctuary. As they by faith
enter the most holy, they find Jesus, and hope and joy spring up anew. | saw them looking back, reviewing the past,
from the proclamation of the second advent of Jesus, down through their experience to the passing of the time in
1844. They see their disappointment explained, and joy and certainty again animate them. The third angel has
lighted up the past, the present, and the future, and they know that God has indeed led them by His mysterious
providence.

It was represented to me that the remnant followed Jesus into the most holy place and beheld the ark and the
mercy seat, and were captivated with their glory. Jesus then raised the cover of the ark, and lo! the tables of stone,
with the ten commandments written upon them. They trace down the lively oracles, but start back with trembling
when they see the fourth commandment among the ten holy precepts, with a brighter light shining upon it than
upon the other nine, and a halo of glory all around it. They find nothing there informing them that the Sabbath has
been abolished, or changed to the first day of the week. The commandment reads as when spoken by the voice of
God in solemn and awful grandeur upon the mount, while the lightnings flashed and the thunders rolled; it is the
same as when written with His own finger on the tables of stone: "Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." They are amazed as they behold the care taken of the ten
commandments. They see them placed close by Jehovah, overshadowed and protected by His holiness. They see
that they have been trampling upon the fourth commandment of the Decalogue, and have observed a day handed
down by the heathen and papists, instead of the day sanctified by Jehovah. They humble themselves before God
and mourn over their past transgressions.

I saw the incense in the censer smoke as Jesus offered their confessions and prayers to His Father. And as it
ascended, a bright light rested upon Jesus and upon the mercy seat; and the earnest, praying ones, who were
troubled because they had discovered themselves to be transgressors of God's law, were blessed, and their
countenances lighted up with hope and joy. They joined in the work of the third angel and raised their voices to
proclaim the solemn warning. But few at first received it; yet the faithful continued with energy to proclaim the
message. Then | saw many embrace the message of the third angel and unite their voices with those who had first
given the warning, and they honoured God by observing His sanctified rest day.
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Many who embraced the third message had not had an experience in the two former messages. Satan
understood this, and his evil eye was upon them to overthrow them; but the third angel was pointing them to the
most holy place, and those who had had an experience in the past messages were pointing them the way to the
heavenly sanctuary. Many saw the perfect chain of truth in the angels' messages, and gladly received them in their
order, and followed Jesus by faith into the heavenly sanctuary. These messages were represented to me as an
anchor to the people of God. Those who understand and receive them will be kept from being swept away by the
many delusions of Satan.

After the great disappointment in 1844, Satan and his angels were busily engaged in laying snares to unsettle the
faith of the body. He affected the minds of persons who had had an experience in the messages, and who had an
appearance of humility. Some pointed to the future for the fulfillment of the first and second messages, while
others pointed far back into the past, declaring that they had been there fulfilled. These were gaining an influence
over the minds of the inexperienced and unsettling their faith. Some were searching the Bible to build up a faith of
their own, independent of the body. Satan exulted in all this; for he knew that those who broke loose from the
anchor he could affect by different errors and drive about with divers winds of doctrine. Many who had led in the
first and second messages now denied them, and there was division and confusion throughout the body.

My attention was then called to William Miller. He looked perplexed and was bowed with anxiety and distress
for his people. The company who had been united and loving in 1844 were losing their love, opposing one another,
and falling into a cold, backslidden state. As he beheld this, grief wasted his strength. | saw leading men watching
him, and fearing lest he should receive the third angel's message and the commandments of God. And as he would
lean toward the light from heaven, these men would lay some plan to draw his mind away. A human influence was
exerted to keep him in darkness and to retain his influence among those who opposed the truth. At length William
Miller raised his voice against the light from heaven. He failed in not receiving the message which would have
fully explained his disappointment and cast a light and glory on the past, which would have revived his exhausted
energies, brightened his hope, and led him to glorify God. He leaned to human wisdom instead of divine, but being
broken with arduous labour in his Master's cause and by age, he was not as accountable as those who kept him
from the truth. They are responsible; the sin rests upon them.

If William Miller could have seen the light of the third message, many things which looked dark and mysterious
to him would have been explained. But his brethren professed so deep love and interest for him, that he thought he
could not tear away from them. His heart would incline toward the truth, and then he looked at his brethren; they
opposed it. Could he tear away from those who had stood side by side with him in proclaiming the coming of
Jesus? He thought they surely would not lead him astray.

God suffered him to fall under the power of Satan, the dominion of death, and hid him in the grave from those
who were constantly drawing him from the truth. Moses erred as he was about to enter the Promised Land. So also,
I saw that William Miller erred as he was soon to enter the heavenly Canaan, in suffering his influence to go
against the truth. Others led him to this; others must account for it. But angels watch the precious dust of this
servant of God, and he will come forth at the sound of the last trump.
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The Final Warning

“I saw another angel come down from Heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.
And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” “And I heard
another voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.” [Revelation 18:1, 2, 4.]

This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second
angel [Revelation 14:8] of Revelation 14, is to be repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which
have been entering the various organizations that constitute Babylon, since that message was first given, in the
summer of 1844. A terrible condition of the religious world is here described. With every rejection of truth, the
minds of the people will become darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are entrenched in an infidel
hardihood. In defiance of the warnings which God has given, they will continue to trample upon one of the
precepts of the Decalogue, until they are led to persecute those who hold it sacred. Christ is set at naught in the
contempt placed upon his Word and his people. As the teachings of Spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the
restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal
the basest iniquity. A belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,
and thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches.

Of Babylon, at the time brought to view in this prophecy, it is declared, “Her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities.” [Revelation 18:5.] She has filled up the measure of her guilt, and
destruction is about to fall upon her. But God still has a people in Babylon; and before the visitation of his
judgments, these faithful ones must be called out, that they “partake not of her sins, and receive not of her
plagues.” Hence the movement symbolized by the angel coming down from Heaven, lightening the earth with his
glory, and crying mightily with a strong voice, announcing the sins of Babylon. In connection with his message the
call is heard, “Come out of her, my people.” These announcements, uniting with the third angel's message,
constitute the final warning to be given to the inhabitants of the earth.

Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The powers of earth, uniting to war against the
commandments of God, will decree that all, “both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,” [Revelation
13:16.] shall conform to the customs of the church by the observance of the false sabbath. All who refuse
compliance will be visited with civil penalties, and it will finally be declared that they are deserving of death. On
the other hand, the law of God enjoining the Creator's rest-day demands obedience, and threatens wrath against all
who transgress its precepts.

With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall trample upon God's law to obey a human
enactment, receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign of allegiance to the power which he chooses to obey
instead of God. The warning from Heaven is, “If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in
his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation.” [Revelation 14:9, 10.]

But not one is made to suffer the wrath of God until the truth has been brought home to his mind and
conscience, and has been rejected. There are many who have never had an opportunity to hear the special truths for
this time. The obligation of the fourth commandment has never been set before them in its true light. He who reads
every heart, and tries every motive, will leave none who desire a knowledge of the truth, to be deceived as to the
issues of the controversy. The decree is not to be urged upon the people blindly. Everyone is to have sufficient light
to make his decision intelligently.
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The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is the point of truth especially controverted. When the final
test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction will be drawn between those who serve God and
those who serve him not. While the observance of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of the State,
contrary to the fourth commandment, will be an avowal of allegiance to a power that is in opposition to God, the
keeping of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God's law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While one class, by
accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive the mark of the beast, the other, choosing the token of
allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God. [SEE APPENDIX, NOTE 13.]

Heretofore those who presented the truths of the third angel's message have often been regarded as mere
alarmists. Their predictions that religious intolerance would gain control in the United States, that church and State
would unite to persecute those who keep the commandments of God, have been pronounced groundless and
absurd. It has been confidently declared that this land could never become other than what it has been, the defender
of religious freedom. But as the question of enforcing Sunday observance is widely agitated, the event so long
doubted and disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third message will produce an effect which it could not
have had before.

In every generation God has sent his servants to rebuke sin, both in the world and in the church. But the people
desire smooth things spoken to them, and the pure, unvarnished truth is not acceptable. Many reformers, in
entering upon their work, determined to exercise great prudence in attacking the sins of the church and the nation.
They hoped, by the example of a pure Christian life, to lead the people back to the doctrines of the Bible. But the
Spirit of God came upon them as it came upon Elijah, moving him to rebuke the sins of a wicked king and an
apostate people; they could not refrain from preaching the plain utterances of the Bible,—doctrines which they had
been reluctant to present. They were impelled to zealously declare the truth, and the danger which threatened souls.
The words which the Lord gave them they uttered, fearless of consequences, and the people were compelled to
hear the warning.

Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. As the time comes for it to be given with greatest
power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to
his service. The labourers will be qualified rather by the unction of his Spirit than by the training of literary
institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God
gives them. The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of enforcing the observances of the church by
civil authority, the inroads of Spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power,—all will be
unmasked. By these solemn warnings the people will be stirred. Thousands upon thousands will listen who have
never heard words like these. In amazement they hear the testimony that Babylon is the church, fallen because of
her errors and sins, because of her rejection of the truth sent to her from Heaven. As the people go to their former
teachers with the eager inquiry, Are these things so? the ministers present fables, prophesy smooth things, to soothe
their fears, and quiet the awakened conscience. But since many refuse to be satisfied with the mere authority of
men, and demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord,” the popular ministry, like the Pharisees of old, filled with anger as
their authority is questioned, will denounce the message as of Satan, and stir up the sin-loving multitudes to revile
and persecute those who proclaim it.

As the controversy extends into new fields, and the minds of the people are called to God's down-trodden law,
Satan is astir. The power attending the message will only madden those who oppose it. The clergy will put forth
almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light, lest it should shine upon their flocks. By every means at their
command they will endeavour to suppress the discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the strong
arm of civil power, and in this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement
becomes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment-keepers. They will be threatened
with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, and other rewards and advantages, as
inducements to renounce their faith. But their steadfast answer is, “Show us from the Word of God our error,”—the
same plea that was made by Luther under similar circumstances. Those who are arraigned before the courts make a
strong vindication of the truth, and some who hear them are led to take their stand to keep all the commandments
of God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who otherwise would know nothing of these truths.

Conscientious obedience to the Word of God will be treated as rebellion. Blinded by Satan, the parent will
exercise harshness and severity toward the believing child; the master or mistress will oppress the commandment-
keeping servant. Affection will be alienated; children will be disinherited, and driven from home. The words of
Paul will be literally fulfilled, “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” [2 Timothy 3:12.]
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As the defenders of truth refuse to honour the Sunday-sabbath, some of them will be thrust into prison, some will
be exiled, some will be treated as slaves. To human wisdom, all this now seems impossible; but as the restraining
Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from men, and they shall be under the control of Satan, who hates the divine

precepts, there will be strange developments. The heart can be very cruel when God's fear and love are removed.

As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position, and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting
with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the
test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once
rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of
their former brethren. When Sabbath-keepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates
are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir
up the rulers against them.

In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord's servants will be tried. They have faithfully given the warning,
looking to God and to his Word alone. God's Spirit, moving upon their hearts, has constrained them to speak.
Stimulated with holy zeal, and with the divine impulse strong upon them, they entered upon the performance of
their duties without coldly calculating the consequences of speaking to the people the word which the Lord had
given them. They have not consulted their temporal interests, or sought to preserve their reputation or their lives.
Yet when the storm of opposition and reproach bursts upon them, some, overwhelmed with consternation, will be
ready to exclaim, “Had we foreseen the consequences of our words, we would have held our peace.” They are
hedged in with difficulties. Satan assails them with fierce temptations. The work which they have undertaken
seems far beyond their ability to accomplish. They are threatened with destruction. The enthusiasm which
animated them is gone; yet they cannot turn back. Then, feeling their utter helplessness, they flee to the Mighty
One for strength. They remember that the words which they have spoken were not theirs, but His who bade them
give the warning. God put the truth into their hearts, and they could not forbear to proclaim it.

The same trials have been experienced by men of God in ages past. Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Tyndale, Baxter,
Wesley, urged that all doctrines be brought to the test of the Bible, and declared that they would renounce
everything which it condemned. Against these men, persecution raged with relentless fury; yet they ceased not to
declare the truth. Different periods in the history of the church have each been marked by the development of some
special truth, adapted to the necessities of God's people at that time. Every new truth has made its way against
hatred and opposition; those who were blessed with its light were tempted and tried. The Lord gives a special truth
for the people in an emergency. Who dare refuse to publish it? He commands his servants to present the last
invitation of mercy to the world. They cannot remain silent, except at the peril of their souls. Christ's ambassadors
have nothing to do with consequences. They must perform their duty, and leave results with God.

As the opposition rises to a fiercer height, the servants of God are again perplexed; for it seems to them that
they have brought the crisis. But conscience and the Word of God assure them that their course is right; and
although the trials continue, they are strengthened to bear them. The contest grows closer and sharper, but their
faith and courage rise with the emergency. Their testimony is, “We dare not tamper with God's Word, dividing his
holy law, calling one portion essential and another non-essential, to gain the favour of the world. The Lord whom
we serve is able to deliver us. Christ has conquered the powers of earth; and shall we be afraid of a world already
conquered?”

Persecution in its varied forms is the development of a principle which will exist as long as Satan exists, and
Christianity has vital power. No man can serve God without enlisting against himself the opposition of the hosts of
darkness. Evil angels will assail him, alarmed that his influence is taking the prey from their hands. Evil men,
rebuked by his example, will unite with them in seeking to separate him from God by alluring temptations. When
these do not succeed, then a compelling power is employed to force the conscience.

But so long as Jesus remains man's intercessor in the sanctuary above, the restraining influence of the Holy
Spirit is felt by rulers and people. It still controls, to some extent, the laws of the land. Were it not for these laws,
the condition of the world would be much worse than it now is. While many of our rulers are active agents of
Satan, God also has his agents among the leading men of the nation. The enemy moves upon his servants to
propose measures that would greatly impede the work of God; but statesmen who fear the Lord are influenced by
holy angels to oppose such propositions with unanswerable arguments. Thus a few men will hold in check a
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powerful current of evil. The opposition of the enemies of truth will be restrained that the third angel's message
may do its work. When the final warning shall be given, it will arrest the attention of these leading men through
whom the Lord is now working, and some of them will accept it, and will stand with the people of God through the
time of trouble.

The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel's message is to lighten the whole earth with his
glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here foretold. The Advent movement of 1840-44 was a
glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first angel's message was carried to every missionary station in the
world, and in some countries there was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since
the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be far exceeded by the mighty movement under the last
warning of the third angel.

The work will be similar to that of the day of Pentecost. As the “former rain” was given, in the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the upspringing of the precious seed, so the “latter rain” will
be given at its close, for the ripening of the harvest. “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord; his
going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the
earth.” [Hosea 6:3.] “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he hath given you the
former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.” [Joel
2:23.] “In the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” “And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” [Acts 2:17, 21.] The great work of the gospel is not
to close with less manifestation of the power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled
in the outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel, are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its
close. Here are “the times of refreshing” to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said, “Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out [in the investigative Judgment], when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus.” [Acts 3:19, 20.]

Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place
to proclaim the message from Heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given.
Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also
works with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. [Revelation 13:13.] Thus the
inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.

The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The
arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications
distributed by missionary workers have exerted their influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been
prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate
everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands which have held them.
Family connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides.
Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord's side.
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