Just the Beginning
of Praise

Key References: 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; Revelation 14:1-5;

The Great Controversy, chap. 40, pp. 635-652; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10, pp. 196-200; Our
Beliefs, nos. 25, 27, 10.




Do the activ-
ity on page 75.

“And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me
for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!” se'Poy,
(2Timothy 4:18). = TR 4

Would you like to live to witness the second coming of
Jesus and then go to heaven to be with Him? Stop and
think for a few moments about that glorious event, when
you will see Jesus face-to-face. What can you do right
now to prepare for His coming?

We will praise and
worship God in
heaven during the

millennium. =

J ust when it seems as if the earth will be totally destroyed, the angry
clouds will open, and every person on earth will see Jesus, “coming
on the‘clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30),
“with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

Graves will be opened, “and many of those who sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and
everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2). Christ “will send His angels, and
gather together His elect from the four. winds, from the farthest part
of earth to the farthest part of heaven” (Mark 13:27). The resurrected
followers of Jesus will “rise first. Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord !
in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians
4:16,17).




Read 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52 and this week's
story, “Just the Beginning of Praise.”

Learn the power text by making a tune for it

Draw a large musical note and write on it the
words of a praise song to Jesus.

Let your heart praise Jesus for His great love.

I
Read 1Thessalonians 4:16, 17.

Write down some of the events that will mark :
Jesus'second coming:  toce the be

we will see. Heaven is so diffe om
what we know here on earth. In fact,
the Bible says that “eye has not seen,

) nor ear heard, nor have entered into
Review the power text the heart of man the things which God
has prepared for those who love Him”
| (1 Corinthians 2:9). Even the streets will
be vastly different than what we have
here on earth. They will be made of

“pure gold”"—so pure, in fact,

' they will look “like trans-

Ask Jesus to prepare you for His coming.

Read Revelation 14:1-5.

What does it mean that they had “His Father’s
name written on their foreheads” (verse 1)? How often
do you share Jesus?

Ask an adult about the meaning of the
character traits of the 144,000.

Review the power text.
Ask Jesus to fill your mind with His Word.

78



and lead us to sin.
~ There will be so many new things to
explore and to learn. We will have many




throughout the universe.
Seeing the amazing cre-
ations of God, we will have
endless possibilities to
Q‘ learn about His great love.
We will be able to look
into the laws of science
that govern the works of
creation. We will be able to

Read Revelation 1:7.

How does this Bible passage explain that Jesus’
coming will not be a secret rapture?

Plan to share with someone the promise of
Jesus’soon return.

Review the power text.
Thank Jesus for the promise of His soon return.

Read John 14:1-3.

How can you share with someone the promise
that Jesus is can hardly wait to come and take us home?

Review the power text.
Thank God for the gift of eternal life.
a
Read Revelation 22:20.

Sing songs of praise to God at worship. With your
family, create a new song to praise Jesus.

Look at family photos and talk about the reunion
you'll have in heaven with the members of God’s family.

Review the power text.
Praise God that you will see Him face-to-face.
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recognize in nature the beautiful
sounds that will proclaim in perfect
harmony their praise to the Creator.

The most important topic we will
be studying is the plan of salvation.
We will learn more about Jesus, who,
being one with God, came into our world,
lived, and offered Himself as our sub-
stitute in order to save us. As we under-
stand more fully the heart of God, we will
begin to realize what is the “width and
length and depth and height ... [of] the
love of Christ” (see Ephesians 3:18, 19).
What a glorious day that will be!

As we study and see more of God’s

4 Purposes and plans, our hearts will be at

rest. The prophet Isaiah says that the Sec-
‘aend Coming, and following events, will
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“console those who mourn in Zion”and
“give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness” (see Isaiah 61:3).
“He who testifies to these things says,
‘Surely | am coming quickly: [

“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” f’
(Revelation 22:20). g




Instructions: Match the reference and verse.

Revelation 20:1-6 D. Revelation 15:2-4
1 Corinthians 2:9 E. Psalm90:1-4
Revelation 14:1-5 F. Revelation 2:17

“Prepared for those who love Him.”

“Being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb .. "

“A new name written which no one knows except him who
receives it.”

“In Your sight are like yesterday . .

“And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand
years.”

“For all nations shall come and worship before You.”
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