Earth’s Makeover

Key References: Isaiah 11:6-9; 65:17-19; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21; 22:1-5; The Great
Controversy, chap. 42, pp. 674-678; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10, pp. 205-208;
QOur Beliefs, nos. 28, 2, 11.
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“And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,

and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them (@ Do the activ-
and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no ity on page 102.
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have

passed away. Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, | make all

things new. And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true and oNePoy,
faithful” (Revelation 21:3-5). <R N

Last week we learned about the terrible final scenes

of the great controversy. Satan, sin and sinners will be
finally destroyed. Then the earth will be re-created to be
the home for God's people. Let’s take a look at what life
will be like in the earth made new.

We will live with
Jesus forever on
the new earth.

fter a complete elimination of sin and Satan, the people of God
will finally have a permanent home. Although we will have lived
here before, it will be very different than the earth we once knew.
Everything will be renewed, alive, and free from the consequences of
sin.
The Bible provides a beautiful description of our home on the new
earth.
In the center of the city we will see the throne of God, sparkling

crystal” As we will walk along its meandering path, we will come to a

unique and beautiful tree. From the bottom, it will look like two trees

on either side of the river. When we will look up, however, we will see
that the two trunks are joined and form, in actuality, one tree. We ;
will be told that this tree has “twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit 3 :
every month,”and that its leaves are “for the healing of the nations” i d ' 3
(Revelation 22:1, 2). 1#.’
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a brilliant sapphire blue (see Ezekiel 1:26; Ezekiel 10:1). From the ‘
base of the throne there will be a river of pure, clean water—"clear as j
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(T2 Read Isaiah 11:6-9 and this week’s story,
“Earth’s Makeover.”

(I Begin to learn the power text.

X1 This week, try to look for ways to protect our
planet. Keep a list of how you will accomplish this.

LT Ask God for wisdom to care for the environment.

1T Read Isaiah 65:17-19.
LI How s the new earth described in this passage?

LTYTD Draw a picture that illustrates how every created
being will live in peace and harmony on the new earth.

CIETEDD Review the power text.
I Thank God for the perfect peace of the new earth.
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CTIT) Read 2 Peter 3:13.

QTIED In your Bible study journal, write a letter to Jesus
that tell the reasons you look forward to the new earth.

CIETEDD Review the power text.

7D Now we ask God for a lot of things that worry us, ;
but in heaven our prayers will all be of thanks and praise.
Today tell Jesus how grateful you are for His blessings.

- Eve lost their access to the tree

Jesus promised: “To him who over-
comes | will give to eat from the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the Paradise of
God” (Revelation 2:7). In the Garden
of Eden the access to the tree of life
was conditional upon obedience
to God. That is why Adam and

of life after they sinned. But in
heaven the saved will have
unrestricted access to the
tree of life.

As we will pause
underneath its shade,
we will look out on the
wide plains and the beautiful
hills, and our hearts will go out in praise
and adoration to God as we will exclaim,
“Great and marvelous are Your works,
Lord God Almighty!” (Revelation 15:3).

The air will be perfumed with
flowers; the birds will be singing.
“My people will dwell in a
peaceful habitation,
in secure dwellings,
and in quiet resting
places” “They shall
build houses



and inhabit them; they shall plant
vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another
inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat” (Isaiah 32:18; Isaiah
65:21, 22).

Our hearts will be at peace. As
we continue our journey, the Bible
calls our attention to another won-
derful characteristic of heaven.“The
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the
young goat, ... and a little child shall
lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). We will not
be afraid of wild animals or of danger,
because the spirit of God'’s love will be in
every one of them.

On the new earth there will be no need
of the sun, moon, or stars, as there will be
no night there. The light from God'’s glory
will outshine the light of the sun and of the
moon. “They need no lamp nor light of the




- Read Revelation 21:1-4] sun, for the Lord God gives them light”
1F a0 TSR (Revelation 22:5).

QLI Inyour Bible study journal, write why you are espe- As we will walk outside of the city, we
cially grateful for some of the things listed in these verses. willlook backiioma hirelits consir e
T This week, share with someone the good newsabout ~ The walls will be strong and wide, made
God's kingdom. Be enthusiastic about what brings you joy. of pure jasper (see Revelation 21:11, 18).
CIIED Review the power text. The foundation will look like a beautiful

) o : * rainbow. Jasper, sapphire, chalcedony,
T Thank Jesus for the gift of etemal life in His kingdom. B amerald, sardonyx, sardius, chrysolite,
s beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth, and
el : ;
_ amethyst are layered in dazzling color
G Read Revelation 21:9-14. (see verses 19, 20). The 12 gates giving
G With help fiom an adult, bake something thatyou | access to the city will be made of white
will share with your neighbor. Find a way to tell your neigh- & pearl, a fitting symbol of the purity of
bor about heaven. You may express how pleasant it would ‘sgwho live there.
be if you could be neighbors in heaven as well. SR Sl < Bl g

D Review the power text. ’f’ & L s

T Thank God that His grace opens for us heaven's gates. ”

T

1T Read Revelation 22:1-5. - Bl

1 With your family, talk about what the 12 fruits of the  IR&_#
tree of life may be like. ptr

D Share with your family how you helped protect the
planet. Discuss how you can each care for God's creation.

Say the power text from memory. ;
(271 Thank God that one day you'll meet Jesus face-to-face. '
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The Bible guides our attention
beyond the magnificent structure of the
New Jerusalem to the beautiful land-
scape outside. We see our friends and
family building homes, planting gardens,
and enjoying each other’s company (see
Isaiah 65:21).

We will have the opportunity to
spend personal time with Jesus, talking
with Him about anything that will
preoccupy us. We will constantly learn,
explore, and experience the beautiful
things that God created throughout
the universe. We will experience life in a
whole n?de_imension.

One of the most wonderful
things about the ne\}iearwy

hildren will meet tog
and worship God on Sabba

Ca u imagine the won=% =2+

derful sound of thousands

and ten thousands of voices
sed in praises to God?
“‘And it shall come :

another, and fr
one Sabbath {0
another, all flesh
shall come to

worship before .

A g
€, says t.‘ e
| RE” (Isaiah
G 66:23).

The peace, harmony, and true love
that will exist there will be superior to
anything we have ever experienced. Ellen
White, describing that time, says, “The
great controversy is ended. Sin
and sinners are no more. The entire
universe is clean. One pulse of harmony
and gladness beats through the vast
creation. From Him who created all, flow
life and light and gladness, throughout
the realms of illimitable space. From the
minutest atom to the greatest world,
all things, animate and inanimz;te, in
their unshadowed beauty and parfect
joy, declare that God is love”
(The Great Controversy, p. 678).
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Instructions: Unscramble the words to find out what the new earth will be like.

Isaiah 11:6-9
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