
Where are you from? Peipei wasn’t 
sure where he was from. 

You see, Peipei’s dad was from India, and 
his mom was from the Philippines. But he 
didn’t feel like he was from India. He didn’t 
feel like he was from the Philippines. Instead, 
he could imagine himself coming from a 
country that was half India and half the 
Philippines. The imaginary country could be 
called Indippines or Philippia. But no such 
country existed in the world.

Peipei also wasn’t sure where he was from 
because he had never lived in India and he 
had never lived in the Philippines. Peipei 
lives in Thailand. He is a missionary kid, 
and he has lived his whole life in Thailand. 
His dad works as a missionary teacher 
at a Seventh-day Adventist school in the 
big city of Korat. His mom also works as a 
missionary teacher at the school.

One Sabbath afternoon, Peipei grew quite 
confused when he had to decide where he 
was from. He and the other kids in their 
Pathfinder club were supposed to form 
groups and sing a song in their own language. 
The Pathfinder club had kids from many 

countries: India, the Philippines, Thailand, 
and other places. Peipei didn’t know which 
group to join. Children from India were 
singing in the Hindi language. But Peipei 
didn’t speak Hindi even though his dad was 
from India. Children from the Philippines 
were singing in the Tagalog language. But 
Peipei didn’t speak Tagalog even though his 
mom was from the Philippines.

Peipei knew how to speak English, which 
he spoke at home and at the mission school. 
He also knew how to speak a little Thai, which 
he had learned at the mission school.

“What should I do?” he asked his mom.
“Go and join the kids singing in the Thai 

language,” his mom said.
Peipei joined the Thai children in singing 

a song about Jesus in Thai. But he didn’t 
feel very comfortable. Thai didn’t feel like 
his language. His eyes became sad, and his 
shoulders sagged.

A teacher saw his sad face and went over 
to him.

“What’s wrong?” she asked.
“Teacher Ann, I don’t know where I’m 

from,” Peipei said. 

Kid Without a Home
Peipei
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D“What do you mean?” she said.
“I’m half Indian, but I don’t know how 

to speak Hindi,” Peipei explained. “I’m half 
Filipino, but I don’t know how to speak 
Tagalog. I live in Thailand, but I only know a 
little Thai. Of these three languages, I know 
Thai the most, but I’m not comfortable being 
in any of these groups. I don’t know where 
I’m from.”

Teacher Ann wrapped a comforting arm 
around Peipei’s shoulders. She had been 
born in Thailand, and her first language was 
Thai. But she spoke to him in English.

“I’m from Thailand,” she said. “Today, 
I’m adopting you and officially making 
you a citizen of Thailand. Today, you are 
from Thailand.”

Peipei straightened his shoulders. His eyes 
brightened, and a smile spread across his 
face. Today, he officially had a homeland. 
Today, he was from Thailand. 

Peipei returned to the group of singing 
Thai children. He was at home. He opened 
his mouth and joined the Thai children 
in singing joyfully about the Jesus who 
would one day soon take them to their 
new home, heaven. 

Peipei is a missionary kid studying at 
Korat Adventist International School in 
Thailand. While his parents are Seventh-day 
Adventist, many children at the school come 
from families who have never heard about 
God. Part of a Thirteenth Sabbath Offering 
several years ago helped build the school. 
Thank you for your Thirteenth Sabbath 
Offering this quarter that will help other 
children in Asia also learn about God.
By Andrew McChesney 

S t o r y  T i p s
 Show Korat (also known as Nakhon 

Ratchasima), Thailand, on the map.

 Pronounce Peipei as: PAY-pay.

 Ask the children where they are from. Find 
their hometowns on the map. Tell them 
that God, like Teacher Ann, adopts them 
into His family. “God was kind and decided 
that Christ would choose us to be God’s 
own adopted children” (Ephesians 1:5, CEV).

 Know that part of the Thirteenth Sabbath 
Offering in fourth quarter 2018 helped Korat 
Adventist International School, formerly 
known as Adventist International Mission 
School, expand to become a K-12 school 
and move into a larger school building on a 
new campus.

 Read a 2018 mission story about Peipei’s 
father, Yoyo, at: bit.ly/yoyo-ssd.

 Download photos for this story from 
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mq.

 Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts 
from the Southern Asia-Pacific 
Division: bit.ly/ssd-2025.

 Know that this mission story illustrates 
the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic 
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To 
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective 
No. 6, “To increase accession, retention, 
reclamation, and participation of children, 
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual 
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and 
young adults place God first and exemplify 
a biblical worldview.” For more information, 
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Work in the interior of Thailand was begun in 1924 by young Thai men. 
In 1925, two mission schools were opened, in Bangkok and Ban Pong.

MISSION RECORD
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