
Do you remember your first day of school? 
Was it scary? Were you nervous? What 

can you do when you are scared or nervous?
Shim-Shim was a missionary kid who 

was scared and nervous on her first day 
of school in Korat, Thailand. She had been 
homeschooled for first grade. But now Mom 
said she was a grown-up girl and should 
study with the other girls and boys at the 
Seventh-day Adventist mission school. Mom 
was a missionary who taught fifth grade at 
the school, so she wouldn’t be too far away if 
Shim-Shim needed help. 

Mom saw that Shim-Shim was anxious, 
and she reminded her that God was always 
nearby if she needed help. “God will always 
be your friend,” Mom said. “He will always 
be there for you when you need Him.”

Shim-Shim was glad for the reminder. 
But she still felt scared and nervous. She 
felt wiggly all over as she put on her school 
uniform for the first time. She liked the 
white-and-blue uniform. She felt shy, and she 
was glad that all the children at the mission 
school wore the same white-and-blue 
uniform. That way, she wouldn’t stick out.

After breakfast, Shim-Shim went to school. 
The first thing that she learned was that 

no one wears shoes into the school building. 
Shoes carry dirt, and the new school 
building, which was built with the help of a 
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering, was very clean. 
So, all the kids took off their shoes and put 
them into a cupboard. At recess time, the 
children put their shoes back on to play on 
the playground. Then, when recess ended, 
they clapped their shoes together to get 
rid of the dust and put them back into the 
cupboard until school was over.

Shim-Shim slipped off her shoes and put 
them into the cupboard. Then she joined 
other children walking to their classrooms. 
She walked very slowly toward the second-
grade classroom. She felt so scared and 
nervous as she neared the door. Before 
opening it, she stopped and prayed. 

“Dear God,” she said. “Please help me to be 
kind so I can be a nice girl in class. Amen.”

Inside the classroom, the teacher called 
Shim-Shim to the front. Shim-Shim was a 
new student, and she needed to meet her 
classmates. Even though Shim-Shim knew 
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DGod had heard her prayer, she felt nervous 
as she went up front. Her fingers trembled.

“What’s your name?” the teacher said.
“My name is Shim-Shim,” Shim-Shim said. 
She smiled and waved to the other children.
“Class, this is Shim-Shim,” the teacher said.
“Hello!” all the children exclaimed together.
Shim-Shim liked the greeting, but she still 

felt a little scared and a little nervous. What 
would happen next?

The morning hours passed quickly as 
Shim-Shim studied grammar, English, and 
geography. She liked playing outside for PE.

By lunchtime, Shim-Shim felt like she had 
been studying at the school for a whole year. 
She was no longer scared. She no longer felt 
nervous. The other children were nice, and 
she had made many new friends. God had 
answered her prayer, and Shim-Shim was 
super-super happy! 

Even missionary kids get scared and 
nervous at times. While Shim-Shim’s parents 
are Seventh-day Adventist, many children 
at Korat Adventist International School in 
Thailand come from families who haven’t 
heard about God. When they get scared 
and nervous, they don’t know that they can 
pray to Him. Part of a previous Thirteenth 
Sabbath Offering went to this school to help 
more kids learn about God. Your Thirteenth 
Sabbath Offering this quarter also will help 
children learn about God.
By Andrew McChesney

S t o r y  T i p s
 Show Korat (also known as Nakhon 

Ratchasima), Thailand, on the map.

 Encourage the children to be like  
Shim-Shim and pray to God if they are 
scared or worried.

 Watch a short YouTube video with  
Shim-Shim at: bit.ly/Shim-Shim.

 Know that part of the Thirteenth Sabbath 
Offering in fourth quarter 2018 helped Korat 
Adventist International School, formerly 
known as Adventist International Mission 
School, expand to become a K-12 school 
and move into a larger school building on a 
new campus.

 Read two stories about Shim-Shim’s big 
brother, Peipei, elsewhere in this Children’s 
Mission quarterly.

 Download photos for this story from 
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mq.

 Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts  
from the Southern Asia-Pacific Division:  
bit.ly/ssd-2025.

 Know that this mission story illustrates 
the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic 
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To 
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective 
No. 6, “To increase accession, retention, 
reclamation, and participation of children”; 
and Spiritual Growth Objective No. 7, “To 
help youth … place God first.” For more 
information, visit: IWillGo.org.

In the jungle of Thailand 
are carnivorous (meat-
eating) plants like the 
insect-eating pitcher plant.
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